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2010 – 2012 Elders/Session




CLASS

Clerk of Session and Elder

Cary Pugh

2010
2349 N. Quebec St., Arl., 22207


H:  703-812-9228

Cary.pugh@alumni.duke.edu






W: 202-371-7178

Treasurer

John Hitchcock


5903 Mt. Eagle Dr., #415, Alex., 22303

H: 703-329-2259

Hitchcockjohn@msn.com



Elders

David Anderson, III
2010
33 W. Glendale Ave., Alex.,  22301 

H:  703-549-5636

Dande9978@comcast.net






W: 202-647-4336  

Scott Boggess

2011
29 W. Spring St., Alex.,  22301


H:  703-836-2289

Scott.boggess@census.gov






W: 301-457-2464

Laura Cassidy

2012
511 Fontaine St., Alex.,  22302


H:  703-566-6711

Laura.cassidy@sun.com







W:  703-624-8686

Frank “Rusty” Conner
2011
412 Prince St., Alex.,  22314


H:  703-683-1144

Frank.conner@dlapiper.com






W:  202-799-4221

Edward (Sandy) Davis
2011
8301Rampart Ct., Alex.,  22308


H:  703-799-0373

Adavis5018@aol.com







W:  202-226-2701


Tom Downey
2010
823 S. Lee St., Alex.,  22314  

H:  703-836-6229

Tomandkay1@comcast.net
Judi Elmore
2012
1795 Rampart Dr., Alex.,  22308

H:  703-360-0987

theelmores@elmorenet.com


W:  703-799-2000

Mike Farmer
2012
10004 McDuff Ct., Vienna,  22181

H:  703-938-7309

Mfarmer13@verizon.net


W:  703-938-7309

Doug Feaver

2010
309 Holland Ln, #231, Alex.,  22314

H:  703-549-4752

djfeaver@earthlink.net









Denise Ferguson
2010
8 East Linden St., Alex.,  22301


H:  703-535-1537

dferguson@cgsh.com

Cristy Gallagher
2010
6255 Gentle Ln., Alex.,  22310


H:  703-960-9399

cristygallagher@earthlink.net






W:  202-638-0632

Margaret Gardner
2012
8023 East Boulevard Dr., Alex.,  22308

H:  703-768-3753
foolophile@aol.com









Allyson Hazzard
2011
809 S. Lee St., Alex.,  22314


H:  703-836-7370

ahazzard@comcast.net







W:  703-836-7370











C:  703-577-2363

Dave Heiby

2011
4317 Gingham Ct., Alex.,  22310

H:  703-960-0873

dheiby@cox.net







W:  703-372-5520

Kem Toole Johnson
2010
8535 Radford Ave., Alex.,  22309

H:  703-780-2364

Kem.toole@USDOJ.gov






W:  202-307-0859

Jan Jones

2011
6119 Woodmont Rd., Alex.,  22307

H:  703-329-1831

rtjones@erols.com 

JC McElveen

2012
212 ½ South Pitt St., Alex.,  22314

H:  703-299-1719

maryjcmce@yahoo.com







W:  202-879-3726

Lindsey Merchant
2011
1533 Oronoco St., Alex.,  22314


C:  805-300-9877

lindseykboardman@gmail.com






W:  703-664-7469

Kay Phillippe

2011
308 S. Fairfax St., Alex.,  22314


H:  703-519-1611

cphillippe@comcast.net








Larry Rood

2010
10214 Dundalk St., Fairfax 22032

H:  703-323-9503

Lrood37@aol.com


Mark SooHoo

2012
132 Roberts Lane, #303, Alex.,  22314

H:  202-423-8843

mark@marksoohoo.com






W:  703-684-0954

Kerri Stevens

2012
809 Bernard St., Alex.,  22314


H:  703-566-1810

Kerri_stevens@yahoo.com






W:  703-966-3895


Clay Sumner

2012
444 Argyle Dr., Alex.,  22305


H:  703-837-1963

claysumner@gmail.com







W:  202-586-3665
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ann@opmh.org

Joyce Mercer, Parish Associate






joyce@opmh.org
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sam@opmh.org
Alice Tewell, Youth Director
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Robert Clark, Business Administrator



            

bob@opmh.org

Susan Thomas, Administrative Assistant




susan@opmh.org

Beth Bathe, Communications Coordinator
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Erma Logan, Financial Secretary





erma@opmh.org

Mary Dannahey, Database Support





mary@opmh.org

Tania Ryan, Preschool Director





mhcp@opmh.org

Tina Gehring, Preschool Administrative Assistant



mhcp@opmh.org

Old Presbyterian Meeting House

Administration Ministry

2009 Annual Report 

The Administration Ministry includes the Personnel Committee – which is responsible for all personnel actions -- and the History and Archives Committee.  The ministry also is responsible for church communications, the operations of the church office and transportation planning.

Members of the Ministry are Doug Feaver, its moderator and also chair of the Personnel committee; Cary Pugh, Clerk of Session; J.C. McElveen, and Hugh Van Horn, chair of the History and Archives Committee.  Other Personnel Committee members are Ed Cassidy, George Bostick and Ashley Chamberlain.

In 2009, the focus of the ministry was to improve the communications operation, which was achieved primarily by bringing Beth Bathe onto the church staff as a contractor.  Beth designed and edits a new monthly newsletter, which is distributed both by e-mail and regular mail for those who prefer it, and oversaw the reconstruction and redesign of the church’s website, www.opmh.org.  Graphics artist Jamie Walker designed a new map of the Meeting House grounds and buildings.  The map is now posted at critical locations in the sanctuary and other Meeting House buildings.

The administration with the concurrence of Session is selling the church’s bus.  It was used only six times in 2009 and is difficult for many people to drive.  The insurance and operating costs more than offset the cost of renting vans on an as-needed basis.

The History and Archives Committee report is attached.

Stewardship and Finance Ministry

Rusty Conner, Moderator
As you know, the Meeting House has a long and proud history of mission to its members, its community, and the world at large.  The realities of the current economic climate are proving to be a challenge for us.  As we shared with the congregation in January 2010 normally, the church receives about 97 percent of the monies pledged, a large portion of which comes in at the end of the year.  Unfortunately, this was not the case for 2009.  Whether it was the economy in general, the inclement weather during the Christmas holidays, or some other reason, some 90 families did not fulfill their pledge resulting in a budget shortfall of more than $144,000.

In light of the problems others face all around the world, we have much for which to be thankful.  We have seen real commitment to new and long time programs.  We continue to receive many new members, most of whom are making significant pledges of their time, talent, and money.  We received over $311,000 in 2009 toward the Capital Campaign which has helped to reduce our indebtedness on the Elliot House.  Even so, we know more is needed in order for us to continue the proud tradition that we have inherited from those who came before us.

Our Planned Giving program “Leaving a Living Legacy” will provide for the church’s ministry and mission for generations to come.  These gifts can be large or small, and can be made by a simple provision in a will or in numerous other ways.  The Meeting House has established four Legacy Funds into which a bequest or other planned gift can be directed:  a General Legacy Fund; a Church Missions Fund; a Fund for Worship, Education, and Church Programs; and a Fund for Buildings and Grounds. The Living Legacy brochure, which is available upon request, provides further detail about these funds and the ways in which legacy gifts may be made. 

To date, over 36 families have responded to the Leaving a Living Legacy initiative.  The confirmed gifts, together with those we are told are in the works, total over $1.0 million.  It is a wonderful beginning for the Meeting House’s Living Legacy – a beginning for which we should all be grateful and proud!  And it is clearly just a beginning.

This spring you will hear more about Living Legacy gifts as we celebrate the first year of the initiative. We encourage your help and support the Meeting House with both your time and financial giving as we face the new year together.
Education Ministry 2009 Annual Report

Submitted by Allyson Hazzard, Chair

     2009 was a successful year for the Education Ministry as we were able to provide fun and interesting educational opportunities to all ages and interest levels of our congregation.  Under the direction of Priscilla Andre-Colton, Director of Christian Education, and Alice Tewell, Youth Director, and our three volunteer subcommittees - children, youth and adult - much work was done to ensure our success.

     The number of children at OPMH continued to grow and so did the opportunities for our little ones.  On Sunday mornings the Education Building was filled with children ranging from infants to fifth graders.  The childcare rooms were quite active.  Sunday School classes for the 3/4s and 5/6s were well attended.  Workshop rotation, our Sunday School classes for grades 1-5, continued to be very popular!  Bridges to Worship, our worship program for kindergarten through 3rd grade during the 11am worship service, had a record number of children attend.  Our children’s music program, led by Sally Laha, Martha Beall and Julie Jernigan, was a joy to listen to during several worship services and the Christmas Eve Family Service.

     Highlights of our children’s’ programs during 2009 include Vacation Bible School (VBS) and our mission project, “Goats for Haiti.”  VBS was attended by 62 children and staffed by 39 volunteers (24 adults and 15 youth).  Our VBS theme was “Discovery Canyon.”  VBS began on a Sunday evening with a picnic that about 100 people attended.  Bible stories, music, mission and fellowship were shared by all who attended VBS.

     “Goats for Haiti” was a mission project spearheaded by the children and encouraged all ages to donate money to purchase goats for families in Haiti.  The children proudly collected enough money to purchase 18 goats!

     The Youth Ministry, grades 6-12 and young adult college students, and led by Alice Tewell, Youth Director, continued to be an active group at OPMH. During the school year, the youth met Sunday mornings for a time of Christian Education and spiritual formation.  Confirmation for youth in grades 8 and 9 was organized and led by Priscilla Andre-Colton, Director of Christian Education.  The Confirmation class had 13 youth.

     September to May, the youth met almost every Sunday evening for fellowship. Service activities, fellowship activities and discussions that follow topics from the liturgical calendar are included in youth group.  In 2009 some of the youth service projects included Stocking for Soldiers at Christmas time, buying and delivering Christmas gifts for a local family, Souper Bowl for Caring, participating in the church wide service Sunday, and leading can collections for ALIVE. 

     Fun activities for the youth included a ski trip, a high school lock in, bowling, game and movie nights, an interchurch Halloween party, and parties at members and staff homes on special occasions.  Also, many middle and high school youth enjoyed playing and singing in the youth band, “The Praise Band.”

     In the fall, the youth led the worship for Youth Sunday, a service led entirely by the youth. In the spring, the youth led music for the talent show.  In the summer, the youth led music for an evening worship service. 

     During the summer months, the youth also had many opportunities to participate in service and fellowship.  Service projects included assisting with VBS, participating in the West Virginia work camp, attending the Massanetta Springs Middle School Conference, serving with the OPMH team at Faith Ministries in Mexico and attending the Montreat High School Conference.  Youth also reached out to our college students by sending care packages, and getting together over breaks and the summer months.

     The Adult Education Subcommittee worked hard to offer a variety of adult education opportunities throughout the year.  Most Sunday mornings more than one class was offered to our adults.  Our adult education classes were taught by staff, church members and occasional guest speakers. 

      Highlights of our adult programs during 2009 included our Rally Day preacher and speaker Reverend Ian Markham and Bruce Douglass’ class offering “Why Not Be Reformed:  The Reformed Tradition Through the Eyes of its Critics.”  Another popular offering was Fred Morhart and Joyce Malcolm’s class “John Calvin:  500 Years and Counting.”  Ann Timmon’s play, “Becoming Calvin,” which was in celebration of the 500th anniversary of John Calvin’s birth, was also a highlight of 2009.

     All of these great programs enable us to offer educational opportunities for everyone in our congregation.  The Education Ministry at the Old Presbyterian Meeting House is blessed to have dedicated staff and volunteers, who through their time, talent and commitment to education, make all of these opportunities possible. 

Old Presbyterian Meeting House

Facilities Ministry

2009 Annual Report 

The Facilities Ministry provides for the care and upkeep of the buildings, grounds, furnishing and equipment of the Meeting House.  We solicit maintenance contracts, oversee projects and work with church administrator, Bob Clark, who supervises two part time contracted personnel.  They are responsible for janitorial services, setting up rooms for meetings, and doing minor yard and building maintenance.  We contract out heating and cooling, electrical, plumbing, and other heavy maintenance projects and repairs. 

The ministry consists of seven members of which four are sitting Elders.  

During 2009, our expenditures amounted to $110,923.96 in the following categories:

	Utilities & Contracts
	$46,743.52 

	Maintenance/Small Projects
	$23,114.42

	Building Supplies
	$9,337.82

	Grounds Supplies
	$354.84

	Bus Opn and Maint
	$634.36

	Contract Janitorial Services
	$30,739.00

	
	
	$110,923.96


During the year, the following improvements were completed:

· Bell tower south side porch and stairs repaired.

· Sanctuary north side ramp door replaced.

· New “high riser” toilet installed in sanctuary women’s restroom along with handicap assist bars.

· Sanctuary windows repaired, reglazed and painted.

· Sanctuary exterior doors repaired and painted.

· Rotten vertical post on the 2005 portion of the Elliot House repaired and painted.

· Exterior doors of the 2005 portion of the Elliot House cleaned and painted.

· Broken handrail support brackets for the Education Building basement ramp repaired.

· An historic plaque installed in burial ground.

· Location maps posted near entry doors in all buildings.

· Sanctuary north side ramp lighting repaired.

· Sanctuary walls, interior doors and baseboard patched and painted.

In addition, the Meeting House Cooperative Preschool spent an additional $43,795.00 on repairs and improvements to both the Educational Building and courtyard playground, which include:

· Education Building Sunday school office renovated.

· Education Building main floor, 2nd and 3rd floor closets cleaned and painted.

· Education Building thermostats replaced and upgraded.

· Courtyard playground replaced and upgraded.

During the year, members of the ministry conducted Saturday workdays completing minor repairs in the building and to the grounds. 

In 2009, we also started working on plans to renovate the Fellowship Hall kitchen, modify two sanctuary pews to allow wheelchair access, establish long-range plans for the grounds, and complete the painting of the sanctuary exterior (bell tower and front gable).

Submitted by D. David Heiby, Moderator

Old Presbyterian Meeting House

Membership and Evangelism Report

2009 Annual Report

Moderator:  Elder Jan Jones; Members:  Elder Larry Rood, Elder Judi Elmore, Elder Mark SooHoo and Midge Shawley

MEMBERSHIP

During 2009 The Old Presbyterian Meeting House welcomed 68 new members which represents a 14% increase over 2008.  Members joined after attending a two part Inquirers Class.  The first session is typically taught by Dr. Laha and is an introduction to the Presbyterian Church, its history, theology and polity.  The second class is led by Reverend Herlin and Elder Judi Elmore and addresses ways new members can become involved in the life of the church.  Elder Judi Elmore coordinates the Inquirers Classes.

A review of the membership rolls was conducted in 2009.  A group of members who had moved from the area or had stopped attending our church received a letter asking if they would love to be moved to the Inactive status of membership.  An additional group of members was contacted individually by members of session to express our hope that they would find their way back to the Meeting House.

FELLOWSHIP

Our annual congregational dinner was held on Sunday, March 8 at the Virginia Episcopal Seminary. Approximately 103 people attended.  A silent auction, coordinated by Mary Lee Anderson and Mary Myers, raised in excess of $5000 for the OPMH mission program.  The 20s/30s group served drinks before dinner.  Martha Beal provided before dinner piano music and Buff MacDonald served as the DJ for post dinner dancing.  Elder Larry Rood organized the dinner.

Pat Lovo ably coordinated the coffee hour schedule again this year.  Responsibility for coffee hours is rotated between church ministries, committees, and small groups.  Lemonade on the Lawn replaces coffee hour during the summer and is hosted by the standing ministries and committees of session. 

Rally Day opened the church school year and a reception on the lawn was hosted by this ministry.

A church picnic was held on Sunday, October 4 at Fort Ward Park.  The picnic was attended by 65 adults and 21 children and was catered by Avalon catering.  Elder Mark SooHoo coordinated this successful event.  

The annual Christmas Readings were held on Sunday, December 13 and this ministry provided the refreshments. 

There are several sub-groups to this ministry that contribute to the life of the church.  Celebration, Spirit, and the 20s/30s are busy and active in various aspects of the church.  A Meeting House Moms group was formed in 2009.

Respectfully submitted:  Jan Jones

Moderator, Membership and Evangelism Ministry

February 22, 2010

Old Presbyterian Meeting House

Mission Ministry

2009 Annual Report 

The Mission Ministry is committed to supporting the Old Presbyterian Meeting House and its members as they participate in a road range of mission and social justice activities.  The Mission Ministry pursues its work through a variety of initiatives including participation in a Fall Time and Talent Fair, the December Alternative Giving and Sponsor a Family programs, and in June, Service Sunday.  It also helps the Worship Ministry produce Concerts for a Cause and leads mission/social justice related Adult and Children’s Sunday School classes.  The OPMH Mission Ministry is organized into three committees: Local Missions, National/Global Missions and Social Justice.  A Mission Ministry Coordinating Council provides strategic planning and budget development/ management support to the three operating committees.  

Local Mission Committee


In 2009, the Local Mission Committee initiated an ongoing collection for regular distribution to the ALIVE! Food Bank.  The congregation has made significant contributions to food each week. 

The Local Mission Committee, chaired by Dona deLeon/Lindsey Merchant, continued to sponsor Service Sunday, held on May 17, during which more than 100 OPMH members volunteered their time and energy to support community mission organizations and provide clean up/repair services for local residents and church facilities.  Plans for the 2010 Service Sunday, to be held on June 6, are underway.  The Friends of the Guest House and Alexandria Neighborhood Health Services were the recipients of proceeds from Concerts with a Cause on 3/29 and 9/27 respectively.


In November, Local Mission participated, along with the National/Global and Social Justice Committees, in the first, highly successful Time and Talent Rally that identified a number of new volunteers for mission activities.


The Local Mission Committee is currently reviewing our 2010 mission budget and mission activities to ensure that, given significant budget restraints, we are targeting our time, talent and resources to those most in need in our local communities.

National Global Mission Committee
ADVANCE \d4
The National Global Mission Committee, chaired by Kem Toole Johnson, has continues to build strong relationships with our partners in Haiti, Mexico, Pakistan and Kenya.  Two summer work camps were sponsored in 2009 year, one at the Shack in West Virginia, the other in Mexico through Faith Ministries.  

In Haiti, we continue our financial support of the Community Coalition for Haiti, which provided crucial support after the various hurricanes that devastated large portions of the island.  Several medical mission trips to Pignon, Haiti, through CCH, were conducted in October.  The catastrophic earthquake that devastated Haiti in January, 2010 will be a major focus of the committee in the upcoming year. 

In 2009, we continued our financial support in Pakistan.  Our two projects there remain St. Thomas Church, which works in Islamabad with the Community Health Network and the Literacy Project, and Taxila Christian Hospital, which primarily provides eye care.  

The situation in Kenya has improved since the unrest 2008 following the disputed elections.   Country but the needs of our mission partners at the United Orphanage and Academy in Moi’s Bridge and the Elburgon Presbytery remain profound.  The violence was located, in part, in the area of the country where our projects are located and the trauma of that period remains an ever present reality for many. A mission trip to visit our partners in Kenya is planned for February, 2010. 

Two Concerts with a Cause in 2009 provided support for Faith Ministries, our partner in Mexico. 

In October, the National/Global Committee hosted a meeting of the National Capitol Presbytery featuring a visit by Choon and Yen Hee Lim, Presbyterian missionaries in Taiwan.  

Social Justice Committee
The Social Justice Committee, chaired by Gail Freunsch promotes and coordinates social justice education and advocacy within the Meeting House.  Currently, the Social Justice ministry comprises the Environmental Stewardship Advocacy Group (ESAG), a new group formed to establish a strong and active focus on environmental stewardship at the Meeting House, and our volunteers working with Virginians Organized for Interfaith Community Engagement (VOICE).  In addition, the Social Justice Committee provided support to Covenant Network of Presbyterians. 

ESAG led the Meeting House to join the Greater Washington Interfaith Power and Light (GWIPL) organization in 2008. GWIPL is a non-profit initiative that helps congregations, religious institutions and others in the Washington, DC area work for a more just, sustainable and healthier creation by reducing the threat of global warming. 

The Social Justice Committee continued to support VOICE, a broad-based, non-partisan, multi-racial, multi-faith, citizens’ organization created to advocate for social justice issues affecting the lives of low- and middle-income residents in Alexandria and Fairfax, Arlington and Prince William counties.  In July, 44 OPMH members participated in a VOICE action that drew 1100 people to meet with Governor Kaine and another major action on October 18.  In Alexandria, OPMH members of VOICE were instrumental in advocating for residents of the Bland Housing project who were being relocated due to redevelopment, monitoring the activities of ARHA and holding public officials accountable for promises made to residents of the projects. 
 


In March, the Social Justice Committee organized a five week Adult Education series that included heavily attended sessions on VOICE, Environmental Justice, Gender Justice, Immigration Justice and Economic Justice. 


OPMH will work to meet our fair share of the financial resources to support VOICE by 2012.

Worship Ministry 

2009 Annual Report

Worship at the Old Presbyterian Meeting House (OPMH) continues to reflect our commitment to the Reformed Tradition.  Dr. Laha and Rev. Herlin use the Font, Table, and Pulpit during regular Sunday worship services and during special services throughout the year to remind us of Christ’s teachings and their impact on our lives.  The Worship Ministry supports their efforts and strives to ensure that worship at the OPMH is consistent with the Reformed Tradition.

In 2009, the leadership of the Ministry of Worship at the Old Presbyterian Meeting House transitioned from Elder Denise Ferguson to Elder Sandy Davis.  Dr. Robert Laha, Rev. Ann Herlin, and Sam Baker, Director of Music, provide staff support.

The Worship Ministry oversees the various aspects of worship services, including devotional aids, supplemental services, music, weddings, flower arrangements and dedications, seasonal decorations, operation of the sound system, usher coordination and communion.  

Following is a brief overview of these tasks during 2009:

Lenten and Advent Devotionals:  Mary McElveen coordinated the devotionals with the assistance of member volunteers, who wrote devotionals, selected verses and helped with layout.  The devotions were available in print, on the website and by e-gram.  

Supplemental Services:  

The summer evening services, which have been provided for the past few years, continued to provide an enriching alternative and supplement to Sunday morning worship.  Kathy Prudden and Linda Lanam again provided leadership and dedication.  The services were held each Sunday evening during June and July at 6 pm in Heritage Hall.  

The Noonday Noels concerts were again held on Wednesdays during Advent, and consisted of worship and musical performances, followed by lunch and fellowship.  Attendance this year averaged about 50 people per event, which was a slight increase over previous years.  Sam Baker coordinated this program, and the Worship ministry provided logistical support, including luncheons, ushers, and decorations.  Following are the Noonday Noel concerts for 2009:

December 2 -- 
Samuel Baker, organ
December 9 --

Robin McConnell, soprano



Samuel Baker, organ
December 16 --
Potomac River Chorale




Matthew Irish, conductor
December 23 -- 
Tony Boutte, soloist




Colin St. Martin, baroque flute



James Weaver, harpsichord




Under the leadership of Elder Margaret Gardner, Worship began the planning needed to initiate Taizé services of prayer and meditation.  An initial service is planned to be held March 5, 2010, in conjunction with Lent and the World Day of Prayer.  Worship is hopeful that Taizé services will become a regular part of OPMH worship services beginning in the fall of 2010.

Ministry of Music:  Sam Baker continued to provided strong guidance and direction for the OPMH music ministry as our Director of Music and Organist. Sunday services are lead by a small ensemble from the choir at the early service and by the full choir at the latter service.  Advent and Christmas Lessons and Carols services were again held with choir support.  Instrumentalists and hand bells have complemented our services frequently throughout the year, particularly on Easter and Christmas Eve. 
 

Under Sam's direction, the Adult Choir has grown in number and taken great musical strides toward becoming a better choral ensemble. 
 

A new adult choral ensemble, The Meeting House Singers, was begun this year.  This choir of 8 - 12 auditioned singers focuses on early music and sings for both Sunday services approximately once every month.
 

The Children's Choirs make musical contributions to the latter Sunday service on an occasional basis.  With more than sixty children participating, these choirs are lead by Sally Laha, Julie Jernigan, and Martha Beall.
 

Junior high and high school youth continue to express themselves musically through the Praise Band led by Julie Jernigan.  In 2009 the Praise Band played on Youth Sunday, for the Congregational Dinner, and at the Youth Cabaret. 
 

Concerts with a Cause:  This program continues to flourish.  Concerts are held four to six times each year on Sunday afternoons at 4 pm.  In 2009, concerts were well attended, some in excess of 100 attendees.  The quality of music, programs, and performers continued to rise to new levels; and opportunity for education, evangelism and mission was provided.  Offerings received went entirely to various mission projects supported through the Mission Ministry.  These concerts remain an integral part of the Meeting House as a budgeted item in the Worship Ministry and a joint effort with the Mission Ministry.  Following are the performances for 2009:

March 29: Peace College Chamber Singers

 

May 3: Shaun & Jina Tirrell, Piano Duo
 

September 27: Potomac River Chorale

 

October 24: Eco Voce Ensemble

 

November 15: Janet Yieh, organist
Weddings:  During 2009, there were 9 weddings in the sanctuary.  Kim Marin served as Wedding Coordinator.  The responsibilities for weddings now are assigned to teams of two church member volunteers, working under Kim.  The teams work directly with the wedding couple.  

Flowers, Flower Dedications and Seasonal Decorations:  Sunday flower arrangements are created by church members under Brooks Barwell’s leadership.  The flowers are paid for by dedications, coordinated by Ellen McClesky, and endowments.  Seasonal decorations during Advent and Easter were installed through the efforts and organization of Denise Ferguson, Laura Zeranski and Bonnie and Art Leigh. 

Sound System:  Our sound system, which is outdated and constantly in need of maintenance and repair, is kept running by Skip Bea.  He and his team of sound system “engineers” enable the many voices of our church to be heard throughout the sanctuary on Sunday mornings and during special services.  A major system upgrade will be needed in the near future, and planning has begun to identify the necessary equipment and associated costs.

Ushering and Communion:  For 2009, usher coordinating duties have been handled by Sara Enos, Art and Bonnie Leigh, and Sandy Davis.  Usher coordinators arrange for usher teams to be on duty at the 8:30 and 11 am Sunday services, and for any special services, concerts, or other services at which ushers are needed.  Communion services are overseen by Tony Sherman and Cindy Douglass.  Communion by intinction is offered every Sunday at 8:30, and communion is served at the 11 am services on the first Sunday of every even-numbered month.  Communion is also offered at Christmas Eve services, Maundy Thursday services, and at other services and times as approved by Session.

Submitted by Sandy Davis, Chair

Old Presbyterian Meeting House

Alexandria Presbyterian Cemetery Board

2009 Annual Report 

   

Robert W. Sennewald, President

     The Cemetery Board met on the following dates in 2009:  January 22, May 27, and September 8.  The Board took the following actions during the year:

 

* Voted to have Environmental Enhancements replace TruGreen ChemLawn as the company to provide lawn care for the Cemetery.

* Voted to have a financial review done every year.

* Updated the Cemetery's Policies and Procedures and Objectives.

* Voted to defer Phase Two of the Columbarium Lands cape Plan.

* Applied for funds from the Commonwealth of Virginia to subsidize the maintenance of 16 graves of Revolutionary War veterans. 

* Commended Hugh Van Horn for his book about the history of the Presbyterian Cemetery.

* Held the Bicentennial of the Cemetery at the Church.

 

For information about touring or purchasing a lot in the Cemetery, please contact the Superintendent, Bob Ellis, at 703 626-0879 or ree471@verizon.net.

Old Presbyterian Meeting House

Deacons

2009 Annual Report 

In the program year of 2009, the deacons continued their mission of “sympathy, witness and service” to the OPMH community as well as our community at large.  In the effort to fulfill our mission, the deacons regularly wrote notes, made phone calls and when appropriate, visited those suffering the loss of a loved one, those suffering a health concern, or those no longer able to join the congregation in worship.  Deacons regularly offered prayer for the congregation and members who had asked for special prayers.  With these measures, we hope our members felt the caring embrace of their church family.

During the course of the year, deacons coordinated memorial receptions following the death of church members, arranged, prepared and delivered food to families experiencing illness and or special needs.  Deacons also occasionally provided rides to members in need of help getting to church or medical appointments. 

As part of our duties, deacons worked with elders each Sunday to prepare our sanctuary for worship and greet folks as they arrived.  Following worship, a deacon delivered the sanctuary flowers to a shut-in or presented them to a family following a baptism.  At the time of each baptism and on behalf of the congregation, a deacon prepared and presented a baptismal gift to the family of the child or youth who was baptized.  

In service to the larger community, the Deacons had two major projects in 2009.  In preparation for the 2009/2010 school year, deacons collected funds from the congregation, shopped for, assembled and delivered 38 book bags full of items requested/required by the school systems.  Also, Deacons working with the OPMH Christmas Sharing Project, donated money which was used to purchase Christmas gifts for a needy Alexandria family.  The unused funds were given to the OPMH Family to Family program.

In 2009 deacons voted to carry out a Blood Drive, which occurred in January 2010.  Deacons also voted and began plans for a luncheon which will bring together long term members who are no longer able to regularly worship with us.  We hope that they can, with our help if necessary, come to church and again enjoy fellowship and a meal together.  This is the first time the Deacons have facilitated this effort and we hope it will become a regular part of our Deacons’ calendar.  

Finally, in late 2009, the OPMH clergy presented deacons with a proposal to enlarge and remodel the diaconate.  Deacons voted to approve the proposal, with some reservations, and they will be working to implement the changes in the year to come.   

Martha (Marty) Barolo, Deacon Moderator

Submitted by Hugh Van Horn, Chair

Old Presbyterian Meeting House

History and Archives Committee

2009 Annual Report 

Summary:  In 2009, the main activities of the History and Archives Committee (HAC) of the Old Presbyterian Meeting House (OPMH) were (1) installing a plaque in the churchyard burial ground commemorating the 300 persons buried there, (2) creating and publishing articles and brochures about the history of the Meeting House, (3) fabricating and installing a museum-quality display case in the Elliot House library, (4) receiving new donations and acquisitions into the Archive, and (5) initiating an oral history project for the Meeting House.  Members of the HAC in 2009 were:  Amanda Asmus, Althea M. Burns, Donald C. Dahmann, Barbara R. Evans, Deborah Farmer, Martha E. Hopkins, J. C. McElveen, Jeffrey G. Olson, Mariellyn Peake, Eleanor K. Pourron, William Schreiner, Jr., Ann Timberlake, Teel Zetterstrom, and Hugh Van Horn (chair).  Ms Farmer joined the HAC in September.  

1. BUDGET
The HAC budget for 2009 was reduced from $2,000 to $1,000, although we were allowed to carry forward unspent funds from 2008.  In October, the Administration Ministry (Admin), to which the HAC reports, solicited our budget request for 2010, and the chair submitted cost estimates for our current projects.

2. INVENTORYING AND STORING MATERIALS
Barbara Evans has completed preparing all Session materials from 1951 to the present.  Historical records in the Archive, which go back to 1817, have been microfilmed and sent to the Presbyterian historical Society.  Jeannine Jeffrey arranged for one of the plastic sleeves used to preserve paper files in the Archive to be tested in the laboratories at the National Archives, which found it of acceptable quality.  

Materials in the Archive of the Old Presbyterian Meeting House (OPMH), are retained at five locations: the Archives Room  (Flounder House), the Archives Closet (Education Building Heaven), a fire-resistant file cabinet (Westminster Hall galley closet), the Presbyterian Cemetery file cabinet (Fellowship Hall tables-and-chairs closet), and the Alexandria Archaeology Storage Facility.

3. PUBLICATIONS
Articles:  Donald Dahmann prepared a document entitled, “Notes on the Old Presbyterian Meeting House, the Alexandria Academy, and Other Local Education Activities of the Meeting House.”  Other articles by HAC members appeared in the OPMH Newsletter and the Sunday Bulletin. 

Brochures:  The HAC brochure summarizing the history of the Meeting House was revised and reprinted, as it is every fall.  We distribute about 2,000 copies a year.  Don also prepared a brochure about the Geneva Bible.  In addition, he drafted a brochure about the Meeting House during the Civil War.  Hugh and Don also revised and updated Harold Vedeler’s brief history of the Meeting House.  

4. CONGREGATIONAL OUTREACH

Coffee Hours:  The HAC hosted two coffee hours during 2009, on 15 March and on 1 November.

Geneva Bible:  The HAC displayed the historic Meeting House Geneva Bible at a Sunday School class and at the 11:00 am worship service on Sunday, 25 October 2009.  

OPMH Website:  In October, the HAC provided seven documents for the new OPMH Website.  

Visitors:  On two Sundays, September 20 and 27, Don hosted children in grades 1– 5 on a visit to the Archive.  J. C. McElveen, in period costume, also showed them through the sanctuary.  At Don’s invitation, Richard Guy Wilson, Commonwealth Professor of Architectural History at the University of Virginia, visited the Meeting House.  The Archive hosted several other visitors as well.  

Docents:  On Saturday, 24 October 2009, Martha Hopkins and Althea Burns, joined docent Susan Horne in period costume to participate in the John Carlyle funeral re-enactment 

Stewardship Sunday:  Hugh and Don attended the Stewardship Sunday rally on 8 November 2009 at the invitation of Admin.  Two potential new members were identified: + Carol Black and Derrick Surratt.  
4. DONATIONS AND ACQUISITIONS

In 2009, donations to the Archive – books, paintings. artists’ prints, photographs, postcards, letters, bulletins, and committee records – were received from the Beth El Hebrew congregation, Don Dahmann, Craig Fries, Betty Heiby, Fred and Susan Morhart, the estate of Anna McLawhorn Hagy, Matt Ries, and Nina Tesaro.  Don created an electronic list of donations to the Archive, which he updates monthly.   

Records of Second Presbyterian Church transferred to OPMH:  As the history of OPMH and Second Presbyterian Church are closely entwined, the HAC asked that the Second Presbyterian records be transferred to the OPMH Archive.  By early April, the request was made, the records were received from Presbytery, and they are now stored in the locked closet on the lower level of Flounder House.  
5. CONTINUING ATTENTION TO OUR HISTORY
“300” Memorial Plaque for Churchyard Burial Ground:  The HAC used carryover funds from 2008 to fabricate and install a plaque memorializing the 300 persons interred in the burial ground behind the church.  The cost was shared by the HAC and the OPMH Presbyterian Cemetery Board.  The final plaque was received in May, and it was installed in the churchyard burial ground on 19 June 2009.
Revolutionary War graves:  In April, the church learned that state funds are available to help maintain graves of veterans of the Revolutionary War.  The HAC verified 43 names of those buried in the churchyard and the Presbyterian Cemetery, and the state agreed to provide support for fiscal years 2007 – 2009.  In October the state sent a check for $645, which has been designated for the Facilities Ministry.  

Oral History Project:  In 2009, the HAC initiated an oral history project for the Meeting House.  Amanda Asmus, who has done some research on oral history, joined Hugh in preparing a short article about this project for the OPMH Newsletter.  J. C. McElveen, who has much experience in taking depositions, provided advice on preparing for oral history interviews.  As oral recordings have limited value unless they are transcribed, the HAC plans to pay a transcription service for perhaps 2 – 3 interviews per year.
Display Case for Elliot House:  In February, Martha Hopkins reported a new cost estimate for our proposed museum-quality display case close to the amount in the memorial funds reserved for this project.  At their March meeting, Session unanimously approved the project.  Further discussions with the designer and fabricator resulted in additional changes to keep the cost down.  The construction contract was signed on 22 September, and on 7 December, painted to match the existing décor, it was installed in the southwest corner of the Elliot House library.  A plaque will be installed dedicating the display case to the memories of Nancy Sennewald and Dr. Harold Vedeler.  The HAC also considered ideas for displays, approving a display about the Presbyterian Cemetery bicentennial, which was installed on 23 December.

Alexandria Civil War Sesquicentennial:  Alexandria is planning to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the Civil War, with activities to be held between 2011 and 2015.  During the fall, Don drafted a brochure about the Meeting House during the Civil War, incorporating comments from several committee members.  

Other Projects Considered for 2009:  Additional projects considered by the HAC for 2009 included (1) a prototype display panel for Heritage Hall, (2) installation of a Civil War panorama of Alexandria behind the stage in Heritage Hall, (3) conserving the pastel portrait of Dr. Muir, (4) installation of UV-protective film on windows in Elliot House, and (5) publication of the 1805 Muir diary transcription.  All were deferred for lack of funds.
A Database for the Archive?  HAC considered a database for the Archive, noting that it is not appropriate to conceive it as a vehicle for eliminating paper-based images and documents currently in the Archive, as those items have value in themselves.  The HAC also discussed whether or not to create an electronic database that could be searchable on line.  Given that we have no support services to assist people in using the Archive, the HAC concluded that a database is not appropriate for the Archive.  
Report from Historic Alexandria Resources Commission (HARC):  At the November meeting, Althea Burns, who serves as the OPMH representative on the Historic Alexandria Resources Commission (HARC), briefed the HAC about HARC and its current activities.  HARC has begun preparing for the Civil War sesquicentennial and is seeking stories about experiences of Alexandrians during the Civil War. 

Meeting House Cooperative Preschool (MHCP)
Submitted by Tania Ryan, Director

The Preschool:


The Meeting House Cooperative provides an exceptional, developmentally appropriate education for preschoolers from the Northern Virginia area.  During the 2009-2010 school year, MHCP is serving seventy-three families.  Approximately thirty percent of these families are OPMH members.  Beginning in September, eighty children attended MHCP.  The breakdown of individual classes is as follows:  Five children attend the Toddler program one morning a week; seventeen children attend the Two Year Class Program twice a week; ten children attend the Two Day Three’s Program twice a week; ten children attend the Three Day Three Program; ten children attend the Five Day Three’s and 28 children attend the Four/Five Day Program.  The 28 children are divided between two classes.  In addition, the preschool offers an Extended Day Program for the twelve oldest children, four days a week for an hour and half.  The school year begins in September and concludes at the end of May.  The hours of the school are from 9:00 am – 12:00 pm.


The office is currently staffed by the Director, Tania Ryan and an Admissions Coordinator/Office Manager, Tina Gehring.  The Director’s hours are from 8:30 am -1:30 pm and the Admission Coordinator’s hours are from 8:00 am – 12:30 pm.  The Preschool finance officer is Cathy Leary who works on an as-needed basis.  The finance officer works closely with the Admissions Coordinator/Office Manager and handles all accounts payable or receivable.  Mrs. Leary provides a monthly statement to the Board of Directors and to the Treasurer of the Board.  The Preschool is staffed with five lead teachers and five assistant teachers.  The preschool staff is a diversified staff with a range of preschool specialties.  During the 2009/2010 school year the preschool also employed a sign language teacher twice a week as well as a Spanish teacher twice a week.  Music is taught in individual classrooms on a daily basis.


 The tuition for the 2009/2010 school year is as follows.  The Board has approved a 3% tuition increase for the 2010/2011 school year.


Class

 


Yr.


Monthly


Toddler


      $1,206.00


$ 134.00              



2 Day 2’s

         
        2,295.00

               255.00


     


2 Day 3’s


        2,295.00                             255.00
                         


3 Day 3’s


        3,510.00


   390.00


5 Day 3’s


        4050.00


   450.00


4/5 Day
    

        4,500.00


   500.00


Extended Day 


        1,800.00

      
   200.00


These fees reflect tuition and materials.  A scholarship fund is available for families in need of assistance.  Currently, two children are participating in the scholarship program.  All new applications and returning students must submit a $75.00 non-refundable application fee.

Program


MHCP continues to use the emergent learning curriculum model as the basis for the children’s education program. This developmentally based curriculum accepts children as active learners who learn through play.  The adult guides the children through productive and meaningful play.  It is through the adult guidance that the children develop independence and responsibility for their learning.

Parental Involvement


As a parent cooperative preschool, the participation of parents and families is essential to the classroom experience for young children.  Parents are given specific guidelines before the school year begins.  Every parent is responsible for being an active member on at least one committee.  


The staff believes that parents learn from teachers and that teachers learn from parents’ interaction with their child.  Parents play an active role during their time in the classroom and work with the teacher to accomplish the goals for the day.
The governing parent body is called PAC (Parents Action Committee).  The PAC meets monthly and oversees special activities for the preschool along with fundraising, parent education, and clean-up days at the preschool.

Parent Education

During the 2009-2010 school year parent education has been a priority at the preschool.  The Director, Mrs. Ryan, has taken an active role in helping to educate young parents regarding preschool age children.  Through monthly newsletters, guest speakers, individual meetings and small group discussions, the preschool staff has explored with parents many topics such as Kindergarten readiness, language issues in young children, defiant behavior, setting limits with your child, and coping with difficult medical procedures.


The Parent Education Committee of the PAC provided parents with an extensive guide to summer programs in the area; special activities to do with your child in the DC area; and planning and organizing the MHCP Open House, which will be held on February 16, 2010 from 9:15 to 11:30 am.

Grants

Each year the Board of Directors and the Director identify special areas where expansion of program or facility is needed and then the Director applies for various grants.  Last year, MHCP was fortunate enough to receive a $50,000 grant for playground renovation, which was completed before our 2009 September opening, and a $10,000 grant for special assessments services, such as speech and language and vision screening.

Staff Development


On-going staff training and education continues to be a priority at MHCP.  The teachers meet twice a month for a full faculty meeting from 12:00-2:00 pm.  At one of the first staff meetings, a guest speaker is hired to address the staff in a formal, educational manner.  The second staff meeting of the month is devoted to discussion and sharing classroom projects/lesson plans and discussing future meetings.  The goal of each faculty meeting is to become familiar with new and creative ways to teach children.  Each faculty member completes between twenty-five and fifty continuing education hours per school year.

Activities/Special Events/Charitable Giving That Make MHCP Unique 2009-2010
 Class Dinners – Lunch Bunch – Class Coffees – Individual and Class Photos - Kindergarten Readiness Program for Parents – Book Fair – Holiday Sing-A-Long – Parent Work Days – Individual conferences with teachers – PAC Meetings -  Open House - Lunch Bunnies – Extended Day – PJ Day and Breakfast for Dinner – School Picnic – Puppet Shows- Visiting Torpedo Factory Artists – Language Screening –Vision Screening - Gala/Silent Auction – Sally Foster Wrapping Paper Fundraiser – Coat Drive – Giving Tree – Reptiles Alive – Singing Assemblies – The Great Zucchini Show – Older Classes Field Trips (Pumpkin Patch, etc.) –Guest Chef Special Snack Days – Monthly newsletters from teachers and Director – Family Picnic Cooperative – Parent Education Opportunities – Fire Station Community Outreach – Classroom Music and Movement  – CPR and first-aid training for teachers.

Old Presbyterian Meeting House

Scholarship Committee 
2009 Annual Report

The Committee administers four activities relating to scholarship.  The first, using funds provided through the operating budget of the Church, supports theological education and training for individuals related to OPMH.  During the year we supported Rebecca Lenn in her graduate studies at Yale Divinity School.  

The second requires monitoring the Sengel Scholar programs established with Yale Divinity School and Union Theological Seminary, in support of post-graduate studies for individuals from Third World countries.  

The third activity involves scholarship grants to needy undergraduate or graduate students, using earnings from the Garrett-Claxton Fund.  There were no awards made from this fund during 2009, and funds are available.

The Edna Banes Scholarship Fund was a new program initiated in 2004.  Based on restricted funds, the committee invites proposals from individuals seeking "seed" funding for "change agents" undertaking innovative mission and service, research, or educational ventures.   

Mary Hill

Frances Killpatrick

James S. Roberts, Chair

Old Presbyterian Meeting House

Scholarship Committee
            Stephen Ministry

                                                             2009 Annual Report

OPMH Stephen Ministers:  Anna Davis, Susan Grandy (Stephen Leader), Peggy Jeens, Fran Kelly, Olivia Michener

Stephen Ministry has its roots in our Reformed belief that all are called to minister to one another.  Stephen Ministers provide one-on-one confidential Christian care for women and men in our congregation and community.  The Stephen Ministries organization began in 1975 and now includes over 10,000 worldwide member congregations from more than 150 Christian denominations.  More than 500,000 laypersons have been trained as Stephen Ministers, who in turn have ministered to more than a million “care receivers.”  OPMH has been a Stephen Ministry congregation since 1995. 

Stephen Ministers are trained to listen to and support individuals who are experiencing difficult life issues, losses, and changes.  These may include caring for aging parents, alcohol or drug dependence, serious or terminal illness, death of a loved one, changing family situation such as the birth of a child, job loss, strained family relations, and separation or divorce.  Caring relationships between a Stephen Minister and a care receiver can be short term, responding to immediate needs, or long term in the case of more complex situations. 

During 2009, Stephen Ministers continued to host informal gatherings on the first Sunday of each month and every Sunday during Advent.  Stephen Ministers listen, pray, and share silence with those struggling to find peace and meaning in their lives, especially during times of suffering and change.

During this past year, the Stephen Ministers sponsored an Adult Education series titled “Caring for Our Elders” led by geriatric-care professionals.  Session leaders helped attendees explore practical and spiritual aspects of caring for loved ones as they age and anticipate our own approaching life changes. 

If you would like more information or would like to speak confidentially with a Stephen Minister, call one of the pastors or Susan Grandy (703.780.4134 or 703.299.4749).

