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Service Times: 
Saturdays 6pm 

Sundays 8am & 10am 
 

This Month at St. Francis: 
Adult Forum Sundays 9am  

 

Women’s “Simplici-Tea”  
Saturday May 1st Noon 

 

Children & Youth Service 
Sunday May 2nd 

 

Lemonade Stand Sunday May 2nd 
 

Middle School Youth Group  
2nd Sunday of the Month 11:15am   

(May 9th) 
 

Brick Street Market Chopping Party 
Thursday May 13th 

 

Brick Street Market Saturday May 15th  
 

UTO Ingathering May 15th & 16th  
 

High School Youth Group  
3rd Sunday of the Month 6pm 

(May 16th) 
 

Blood Drive Sunday May 16th 
 

Vestry Meeting 7pm May 17th 
 

 

 

Search Committee 7pm  
2nd & 4th Mondays  

(May 10th & May 24th) 
 

Newsletter Deadline May 19th 
(Noon) 

 

                       Choir                     
Wednesdays:            

            5:15pm Treble I 
 6:15pm Treble II                        
             7:15pm Adult/Teen Choir    
       Thursdays: 
     7:00pm Handbell Choir 
       
                   Bible Study 
                Thursdays 10am  
          (See Fr. Jesse for details) 
 

OFFICE CLOSED:   
Monday May 31st 

 

HYMN  
FESTIVAL!  

Saturday, May 1st, 7:00 p.m. 
 

 You sang his Advent Alleluias each Sunday during 
Advent 2009, and now David Cherwien is coming 
to Carmel, IN to lead a Hymn Festival for you!  As a renowned 
church organist, conductor, composer and improviser, Dr. Cherwien 
brings creativity to hymns of various traditions and styles. Merging 
organ, piano, instruments and voices, his music enfolds the partici-
pants and transports them to an encounter with the sublime. The 
three choirs of St. Francis, St. Christophers and Pilgrim Lutheran 
join together with congregation to sing this inspiring event.  Festival 
attendees also will receive a sneak preview of St. Christopher’s new 
Rodgers organ (in progress), which will be one of the largest 
pipe/digital combination organs in the city when completed!  The 
Hymn Festival will be held Saturday 01 May, 7:00 p.m. at St. Chris-
topher’s Episcopal Church, 1402 West Main Street, Carmel, IN.  
Admission is free, with a suggested donation of $5.00. 

LEMONADE STAND 
The Children of St. Francis are participating in the National Lemon-
ade Activities on May 2nd! Please click the link for more informa-
tion! http://indianapolis.lemonadeday.org/home.  After church (and 
donuts), we’ll move the stand out onto the front street for a couple 
of hours to attract walkers & runners.  The group is fundraising so 

we can bring the Kids Against Hun-
ger group to Zionsville later this 
summer or fall!  

WOMEN’S SIMPLICI-TEA 
Don’t forget about the 

Women’s Tea on Satur-
day May 1st at Noon!  
Come and enjoy fel-
lowship and tea with 
your mothers, daugh-

ters and friends!  If you haven’t al-
ready made reservations please do 
so by calling Laura at the church 
office by April 28th!You may also 
sign up to bring an item!  Recipes 
for the tea are online at 
www.stfranciszville.org.     



 

 

  UNITED THANK  
OFFERING 

May 15 and 16 are the days for the spring 
Ingathering for the United Thank Offering. 
Please bring your blue boxes to put in the 
white basket in the narthex at church. 
Checks and cash are also welcome.   
Please put these in the UTO envelopes and 
place them in the offering plate or the white 
basket. All UTO offerings are blessed. 
 

UTO, begun in the 1880s, continues its mis-
sion to address compelling human need and 
expand the mission and ministry of the 
church. UTO builds on the values of thanks-
giving, generosity, and gratitude. The UTO 
mission is to expand the circle of thankful 
people. 
 

Every penny counts and supports grants 
given throughout the Episcopal Church and 
the Anglican Communion. St. Jude’s Day 
School in Marietta, Georgia received 
$30,000 for classroom renovation to provide 
low-cost daycare/preschool for the working 
poor. The Eleanor Klugh Jackson House in 
Garland County, Arkansas received a grant 
of $35,000 to purchase a used refrigerated 
truck for a regional food pantry to bring food 
closer, at a lower cost, to those who most 
need it. In Brazil the community kitchen gar-
den in Bairro de Santa Teresa had a water 
tank, toilet, and three bamboo kiosks for the 
preparation and exchange of vegetables built 
with a $23, 841 grant. 
 

Gracious God, keep each of us ever thankful 
for all the blessings of joy and challenges 
that come our way. Bless those who will 
benefit from these gifts through the outreach 
of the United Thank Offering. 
 

Jane Savage 
873-5983 

 

THE BRICK STREET MARKET 
The Brick Street Market (formerly called Country 
Market) will be held on Saturday, May 
15th in downtown Zionsville. 
We'll need plenty of volunteers to 
staff our sausage and brats booth, a 
long-standing St. Francis tradi-
tion and major fund-raising op-
portunity for the church. Volunteers also are 
needed for the Thursday evening, May 13 pep-
pers and onions chopping "party." The sign up 
sheet is in the narthex. Questions? Please contact 
co-chairs Ric Anderson and Bob Clark. 

KIDS AGAINST HUNGER 
Every six seconds a child dies because of hunger 
and related causes;(Source: State of Food Insecu-
rity in the World, FAO, 2004) Do you know there 
is something you can do about this?  
St Francis supports the Kids Against Hunger of 
Central Indiana by promoting the scheduled 
packaging events held in Noblesville every third 
Saturday of the month. This year,  we continue to 
encourage people to attend the already scheduled 
events, but we are  looking to expand this minis-
try by hosting an off-site packaging event for the 
Z i o n s v i l l e  c o m m u n i t y  t h i s  f a l l /
winter.  Parishioners of all ages are welcome to 
participate. If you want to put your gifts in action 
and contribute to solve world hunger this minis-
try is for you!  Please contact Irma Tragesser 
(itragess@tds.net or 317-270-7559) for more in-
formation.  

BLOOD DRIVES 
There will be three blood drives 
this year at St. Francis:  May 16th, 
August 15th & November 14th 
from 8am to Noon.  For more infor-
mation please contact Irma 

Tragesser.  Donors must be at least 16 years old, 
weigh at least 110, be in good general health and 
present photo ID prior to donating.  Donors who 
are 16 years old must have written parental/
guardian permission on an approved Indiana 



 
 

THE GRASS GROWS. I WILL GROW. WE WILL GROW. 
 

 

 Each morning as I head to the hospital 
there has been some construction go-
ing on as I wind my way to work. Each 
day I have noticed an orange construc-
tion sign tossed to the side of the road. 
It was made of some sort of orange 
metal mesh. As the construction 
dragged on-and-on as road construc-
tion seems to do, I saw the grass grow-
ing up through the orange mesh. As the 
area around it is now being mowed, 
passers by can now see just how high 
the grass is growing this spring right 
through the holes in the sign. It was as 
if the grass said, “I don’t care what ob-
stacle you place in my path, I am go-
ing to grow.” 
 

 I think of that sign now as I watch the 
signs of spring around me. I sat on my 
porch last month marveling at the cro-
cuses. They, too, let no obstacle stand 
in their way. It’s as if they have said, “I 
will push myself up in spite of the 
mulch, rocks, weeds and threat of 
snow.” The crocuses, daffodils, and 
tulips all show their splendor once 
again each spring, and we all marvel at 
the fact that they come back to life and 
symbolize the resurrection each year. 
 

 I know that we as human beings have 
the same potential and strong determi-
nation as the natural things around us 
that grow. We all have the ability to 
face our own challenges and push on-
ward and upward in the midst of obsta-
cles. I begin to think and reflect on the 
people whom I have known as friends, 
parishioners, patients and others in my 
life who have faced serious illness, ob-
stacles, or trying life circumstances. 

There are many people around us who 
exemplify to us to us the will and perse-
verance to press onward. I have met, and 
I am sure that you have also met, people 
in your own lives that have faced serious 
illness and death. And I am sure that you 
have learned from them just as I have 
that they have grown in spite of, or even 
because of, the difficult situations they 
have faced. 
 

 I believe that this is the message of 
Easter. That even in the midst of insur-
mountable odds or circumstances; hope 
and resurrection can happen. The Easter 
message seems to be to me a message of 
the reality of life. Life will deal us unex-
pected and terrible circumstances, ill-
nesses or heartbreaks along our way. Just 
as Jesus had to deal with the cross on 
Good Friday, we will have to deal with 
terrible disappointments, illnesses and 
disillusionments along the way. And yet, 
the Easter message is one of hope. No 
matter the circumstances, the message of 
Easter is hopefulness. 
 

 Perhaps with the warmth of faith, the 
nurturing of good friends, and sheer de-
termination, we each can say, “What ever 
obstacle comes my way, I will make it 
through. I will grow, too.” Perhaps this is 
the Easter message for St. Francis’ as 
well. In the midst of uncertainty, search 
process, interim time, etc….our hope is 
in the message of Easter. Even in the 
midst of uncertainty, Jesus promises to be 
with us. We grow, because Jesus grows 
within each and every one of us. 
 

 Have a Blessed Easter-tide. 
 Mother Kate 

 



 

MAY SEARCH  
COMMITTEE UPDATE  

Great news this month that we are finally ready and waiting to receive potential applicant names! 
We have had the St. Francis profile approved by Bishop Cate and it is now posted on our website for 
potential applicants to see.  If you have not visited the website lately, please take a few minutes to 
look at what our applicants will be able to see and read about our church family at 
www.stfranciszville.org.   After meeting with Canon Grey, our Diocesan representative, we have also 
completed the information for the CDO (Church Deployment Office) listing which will showcase St. 
Francis’ search nationally.     The committee thanks you for your patience in this journey; the transi-
tion process is often long and sometimes it feels like we are in a “hurry up and wait” mode.    We 
will keep you informed of our progress as we begin to receive interest from applicants.  Canon Grey 
has told us that we are definitely a “desirable parish and applicants are already interested.”  The 
committee is excited and hopeful as we enter this next phase. 

EXPERIENCING EASTERTIDE LITURGY 
We’re now well into Eastertide, the Great Fifty Days of Easter, and are 
headed toward Pentecost Sunday. Easter is the most important feast of the 
church year.  In fact, since the early centuries, Christians have been told that 
if they are only going to receive Communion once during the year, it should 
be at Easter time.  
The celebration of Easter doesn’t stop at the end of church on Easter Sun-
day, rather the celebration lasts until Pentecost. To keep the celebration go-
ing, we leave up many of the Easter decorations during that time. The new 

Paschal Candle remains lit up front by the Altar. The beautiful tapestry altar frontal remains over 
the altar. The white vestments continue to be worn by the priests. The Pascha Nostrum (“Christ 
our Passover has been sacrificed for us…”) continues to be sung at the Breaking of the Bread. In 
some places, like parts of the Diocese of Northern Indiana, the clergy even sprinkle the people 
with holy water during the Gloria as a reminder of their baptism. 

There is also one particular element of the liturgy that you may have noticed is missing: the 
Confession. There are solid theological reasons behind this fairly common custom. In the days of 
Lent, a season of penitence, we focus at length on self-examination and reflection on our faults 
and sins. At Easter and during Eastertide, then we focus on our forgiveness and redemption. 

Some people also refrain from kneeling during Eastertide. This also has ancient origins. In 
fact, the Council of Nicaea (which was responsible for our Nicene Creed) in AD 325 actually for-
bade Christians to kneel and told them to pray standing!  

The Great Fifty Days of Easter culminate in Pentecost Sunday, when we celebrate the coming 
of the Holy Spirit upon Jesus’ disciples on the Day of Pentecost. We wear red vestments and en-
courage those attending to wear red clothing as a reminder of those mystical tongues of fire that 
the disciples saw when the Holy Spirit arrived. In celebrating, we also remember the gift of the 
Holy Spirit that we received at Baptism and that was renewed in us at Confirmation, and we re-
member that we have been empowered by the Spirit to be faithful disciples of Christ in the world. 

Let us, then, go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia, alleluia! 
- Fr. Jesse Abell -  



Please pray for the  
following: 

 

SICK 
Nathan, PJ, Glen, Levi, 

Gretchen, Susanna, Caro-
line, Sue, Mary Lou, 

George, Bruce, David, 
Laura, Susan, Amos, Frank 

& Kimberly 
 

ARMED FORCES 
Daniel, Ben, Aaron, RJ, 

Nicholas & Mark.   
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 

If you would like to contribute to June’s Newsletter, please contact 
Laura at the Church office or by email at lhiggins@stfranciszville.org 
by noon on Wednesday May 19th. Please keep it “Church Related”. 

HAPPY  
BIRTHDAY TO: 
2:  Kim Hardin 
4:  Allison 
Roberts,  
Ben Harsha 
5:  Blanca 
Houston,  

Sam Yeager 
 7:  Will Best,  

Annabella  
Stevens 

8:  Laura 
Walters 
10:  Dan 
Bradley,  

Caitlin Brown,  
Anne Sanders,  

Caroline Long 
11:  Marianne Doyle,  
Deb Clark, Heather 
Thomas 
14:  Bounesaly  
Vongphrachanh,  
Jennifer Summers 
16:  Scott Kubes 
17:  Nate Mansue 

24:  Micah Tragesser 
26:  John Houston 

DIOCESAN YOUTH MISSION TRIP 
Friday June 4th—Saturday June 12th 2010 

 

Projects:   
*Michael’s House:  Visit kids with disabilities 

*Build a shed for Habitat for Humanity 
*Landscape at St. John’s 

*Run a VBS for three afternoons 
 

 

Fun Activity:   
*Canoeing on the Blue River  

(Friday June 11th) 
 

Cost:  $150 per person ($75 due  
with application) 

 

Requirements:   
*Application due to Dontie Fuller by April 20th 

*Safeguarding God’s Children Course must be completed by April 
20th (online or at sessions) 

 
Drop off at Waycross Camp 

Pick up at Waycross Camp or St. John’s Bedford 
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