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Our Birthday Year! 

 

This month we begin the celebration of 125 years of 
ministry. Yes, St. Mark’s was organized in 1887, the same 
year the city of North St. Paul was incorporated. Here are 
some ways we will mark this milestone: 

The Gift of Faith:  During Lent this year St. Mark’s will use 
the “Unbinding your Heart” program in worship, small 
groups, classes and personal devotions. It’s described as “40 
days of prayer and faith sharing.” I see it as a chance to grow faith 
and fellowship by reconnecting with God and giving us opportunity 
to share the faith of our fathers and mothers. The program comes 
from the Mainline Evangelism Project, a study of growing churches 
just like ours (and has nothing to do with Rick Warren). 

Telling the Story:  Beginning this month, six vignettes based on the history of St. 
Mark’s will be added to worship. What a wonderful way to recall our 
congregation’s history (and to see how some things never change around here)! 

Strengthening our facilities and foundation:  The leadership of St. Mark’s is 
investigating a capital fund appeal in the latter half of this year which would give 
us money to upgrade the building, pay off debt, and free up money for 
programming. The planning could begin as early as the Annual Meeting on 
Sunday, January 29, 2012. 

I think 2012 has the chance to be a stellar year for the people of St. Mark’s and 
our ministry, and I can’t wait! 

PSteve 
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Tuesday, January 3 

7:00 pm at the home of  
Pat & Colleen Timmons 

For our discussion, each member reads a 
favorite - or new - Christmas related 
book, and tells the rest of the club 

members about it. Questions? Contact 
Dorothea Jirsa at  

A new way to give! 
Notice the QR symbol? If you scan 
this with your smartphone you will be 
directed to the secure giving page of 
St. Mark's where you can make a gift from your 
account or set up regular giving by direct 
deposit from your bank. This is the same page 
you go to when you click "Contribute online 
today" on our website, www.stmarks-nsp.org. 
Questions? Please call the church during the 
week to speak to our finance associate, Helene 
Doran. Thanks! (651-777-7451 ext 238) 

Wednesday Small Group 
When suffering comes into our lives, the 
mind is flooded with questions: Why? 
What did I do? Has God abandoned me? Is 
it punishment? Does God love me? Where 
are my friends? God invites us to have our 
questions and to search for meaning in 
suffering. This is the scope of a small 
group that meets on Wednesdays at 1:00 
pm. Come join us! All are invited. Call Don 
Fredine at 651-493-3851 or email at 
fredine83465@gmail.com to order books. 

Did You Know... 
The St. Mark’s Foundation helps 
the youth of our church with grants and 
special gifts. The youth are the future of 
our church and need to be nurtured. 

Attention snowbirds! 
If you are going to be gone for an 
e x t e n d e d  
period of time, please let the church 
office know your temporary address 
(when you are leaving and when you 
expect to be back) so we can adjust our 
database.  Contact the church office at 
651-777-7451 or stmarks@stmarks-nsp.org 

Pannekoeken Bible Study 
We will take a short break and will start 
up again in February. 

           Check it OutCheck it OutCheck it OutCheck it Out	

Happy New Year from your library 
team - just a reminder that we have 
obtained through purchase and 
donation many new materials. For 
adult fiction, devotional material, 
audio books, DVDs, CDs, and 
children’s books, stop in and check 
it out! 

January 2012 Action Corps 
N - Perr 

Tonya Franklin 
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February Newsletter Deadline: Noon, January 16 
Mailing for the next issue of ��������  is scheduled for January 26 at 8:30am.  

Please call the church office at 651-777-7451 if you are available to help. 

A window into the mind of a seminarian... 
	����
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On the Dawning of Yet Another New Year 
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I have mixed feelings every year at this time. I love the freshness of it, the potential for 
creating a new start. This is the year that I will scrub my house from top to bottom every 
week! This year I’ll remember to regularly vacuum out that vent behind the cabinet in 
the dining room!  This is the year my home will always look like a magazine spread, 
complete with a throw casually draped over the chair and a studious looking book 
sitting open on my perfectly accessorized coffee table. It feels like anything is possible, 
and new years seem to bring to the forefront for me that sense of possibility and 
potential. 

At the same time, I dread the new year and the resolutions that come with it, because I 
never seem to be able to accomplish them.  It’s usually about mid-February (okay, okay, 
mid-January…) when I look around my house and realize that everything is once again in 
a state of mildly controlled chaos. I’m fairly certain my yarn grows legs during the night 
and runs amok, dragging dirty socks into the living room and dirtying up a pile of dishes 
while I’m sleeping before scattering itself all over house. 

However it happens, the realization that I’ve not kept up my resolutions is always 
disheartening and feeling-like-a-failure-inducing, and I inevitably give up on them until 
the next new year. 

We ���  promised renewal and new life, though, and it’s not up to us to create it. The 
Holy Spirit is constantly working on us and in us, transforming and restoring and 
healing. This doesn’t mean that we’re suddenly able to live perfect lives, and we will still 
stumble and fall. But God keeps working, keeps transforming and restoring and healing, 
despite our failure. God never gives up, and God is always making all things new, 
including me and you. 

 –  Intern Pastor ValIntern Pastor ValIntern Pastor ValIntern Pastor Val    



Page  4 

St. Mark’s Slopeside…. Aka SMS 
Come and play with us at Afton Alps for 
tailgating and tons of fun! Dates are 
Jan. 8 (Chili Cook Off), Feb. 19 
(Valentines) and Mar. 11 (St. Patrick’s) 
from 4:30 – close. We meet upstairs in 
the Meadows Chalet.  

�� Lift tickets: Adults (18 and up) $21 

�� Children (6-17) $16, Seniors $18 

�� Rentals $18 

�� Helmets $4,  

�� Beginner lessons $4 

�� Tubing will be on Feb 
19  
from 5 –7 pm for $12. 

When purchasing your lift ticket use the 
code word “SMS”… and all St Mark’s 
and your friends are welcome! 
Questions? Contact Mariann Anderson 
at 612-695-9679 or Greg Linder at 651-
253-6003 

Cross Country Skiing - Jan. 29 at 3:00  
On Sunday, January 29, a group of 
energetic St. Mark’s members are going 
cross country skiing at the Lake Elmo 
Regional Park. It’s a great opportunity 
to ski with friends, both old and new! 
We will meet at the park in the main 
parking lot at 3:00 pm. A vehicle permit 
is required to enter the park (daily rate 
is $5), and you will also need a ski pass 
(daily rate is $6 ), both available at the 
park.  Contact Mariann Anderson at 
612-695-9679 or Mark McKenzie at 651-
231-5600 for questions or more 
information.  

 
New Circle 
On Sunday, January 8 at 11:30 am, there 
will be a short gathering in the Fireside 
Room for anyone who may be interested in 
joining a new circle (a women’s 
organization within the Lutheran church 
that promotes study, fellowship, 
friendship, learning, service, and so much 
more!) For more information, contact 
Mariann Anderson at 651-695-
9 6 7 9  o r 
mauianderson@msn.com. 

Baptism Class  
If you are interested in having your child  
baptized or interested in baptism for  
yourself, we would like you to attend our 
baptism class. Holy Baptism is one of our 
two sacraments, or scared rituals in the 
Lutheran Church. The classes will take 
place the first Saturday of every month 
from 10:00-11:00 am. The next Baptism 
class will take place Saturday January 7. 
Contact the church office if you are 
interested in Baptism.  

Projection in Worship 
Technology changes faster than a person 
can change their mind, and St. Mark’s is 
doing it’s best to try to keep up! At our 
10:15 service, we use projection to assist in 
the worship. We are in great need of 

volunteers who are willing 
to assist Gary Martin and 
Trevor Cmiel with this 
important ministry. No 
experience is necessary; 
training is provided. Please 
contact the church office at 
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Financial Update through November 2011 

  
November 

2011    YTD 
Budget   YTD 2011   Over/Under 

Budget  YTD 2010 

Contributions $53,241  $688,275   $612,387   ($75,888)  $619,795 

Other Income $2,910  $17,732  $23,759   $6,027   $16,473 

Total Income $56,151  $706,007  $636,146   ($69,861)   $636,268 
           

Expense $71,614  $714,615  $707,655   ($6,960)   $661,027 
           

Difference ($15,463)  ($8,608)  ($71,509)    ($24,759) 

Confirmation Ministry Update 
6-8 grade Confirmation Wednesdays 
6:00 pm Worship 
6:30-7:30 pm Teaching Time 
Sermon Note updates went out via snail 
mail before the New Year - if you have 
questions about your sermon notes, talk to 
Pastor Ivy 

�� January 4: Parent/Youth Guest Speaker  

�� January 6-8: 8th Grade Urban 
Immersion Retreat in Minneapolis. 
Please turn in your permission slips 
ASAP! 

�� January 11: Teaching Night- Lord’s 
Prayer: God Forgives 

�� January 19: Teaching Night- Lord’s 
Prayer: God & Temptation 

�� January 25: Teaching Night- Lord’s 
Prayer: Trial & Deliverance 

Confirmation Contact information ~ 
Pastor Ivy Borgstrom at 651-777-7451, ext 
232 or ivyb@stmarks-nsp.org 

9th Grade Mentoring Sundays, 
10:15am Worship 
11:30-12:30pm Gathering 
�� December 18: Creating your stole 

�� Dec 25 & Jan 1: No Gathering 

�� WEDNESDAY January 4: Faith 
Projects are due into the office. 

�� January 8: Project Reveal & Meal 
with youth and mentors only (Sorry 
Parents- You’ll get to see the 
projects on Confirmation Sunday) 

�� January 15: No Gathering 

�� Saturday January 21: Confirmation 
Rehearsal - 9th graders only 

�� Sunday January 22, 1:00 & 3:00pm- 
Confirmation Services 

 



Page  6 

Youth Contact information ~ 
Jackie Tellin at 651-777-7451, ext 233  
or jackiet@stmarks-nsp.org 

 Thank You! 
A very big thank you goes out to 
everyone that participated in the “The 
Gift Goes On” Christmas outreach 
project held last month. With your help 
we were able to help 110 people with 
Christmas gifts to open and, many more 
people were blessed by taking part in 
this family event. Folks shopped, 
wrapped and others baked cookies. A 
lot of fun was had and we want to say 
thanks to all of you for making this 
happen. In addition to your generosity, 
Thrivent Financial gave St. Mark’s a 
grant that helped provide Christmas 
gifts for some of the recipients. 

Jan Winkler, Children’s Ministry
 Jackie Tellin, Youth  Ministry 

Youth Group Service Project 
St. Mark’s has reserved 50 spots for an 
evening of service at Feed My Starving 
Children; Coon Rapids. The shift is from 
6-7:30 pm so we will meet at 5:00 pm in 
Rees Hall, line up our carpools and we 
will be back by 8:30. We are looking to 
have 40 youth (grades 9-12) and 10 
adults be part of this project. You must 
sign up for this event (to ensure correct 
numbers for FMSC and youth must have 
a permission slip. Permission slips and 
the sign up sheet are located on 
Jackie’s office door. Please contact 
Jackie if you have questions.�

St. Mark’s Family Event – Tubing! 
St. Mark’s will have its next Family Fun 
Event on Sunday, January 15, 2012 at 
Green Acres in Lake Elmo for an afternoon 
of tubing. We will be meeting in Rees Hall 
at 11:30 to gather up the waiver forms and 
payment then, travel to Green Acres for 
the 12-2pm tubing session. We are hoping 
to gather up enough people to get the 
group discount rate of $10 - ages 13 & up 
$8 – ages 12 and under $5 – under 42 
inches tall. A sign up sheet, waivers and 
permission forms are located on the 
Community Board in Rees Hall.  

Youth Ministry Reminders 

�� Youth Team Meeting 
 Monday January 9, 5:30pm 

�� Youth Group 
 Wednesday, January 4 at 5:00 pm: 
 Feed My Starving Children,  
 need permission slip 

�� Wednesdays 
 January 11 & 18: Story Book  
 Bible Study 
 January 25: Bonfire, bring your 
 winter gear  
�� T.I.M. Team 
 Monday, January 16, 8:30 am - 3:30: 
 Retreat (bring $ for laser tag) 

�� Mission 2012 Trippers 
 Sunday, January 29, 11:30-1:00. 
 Team building meeting  
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JAM (Jesus and Me) Fun Stuff Ahead! 
After a busy Christmas season and a short 
holiday break, JAM will resume on 
Wednesday, January 4. The JAM kids will 
spend 2 weeks learning about core 
foundations of our Christian faith, including 
“Who is God?,” “The Lord’s Prayer,” and 
“The Ten Commandments” in a fun and 
interactive way! After that, we’ll meet the 
Bible hero, David – a simple shepherd boy 
who trusted God and eventually became 
king! 

It’s never to late to enroll in JAM! If you 
have a 3-year-old through 5th Grader (or 
know of someone who does), please come 
join in the fun! JAM is offered weekly on 
Sundays at 10:15 a.m. and Wednesdays at 
6:30 p.m. 

Back Surgery for Jan 
Jan had spinal fusion back surgery on 
December 20 and will need to be out for 
the first couple weeks of January, then 
hopefully come back but only be able to 
do limited lifting, etc. If you are available 
to help cover during my absence and/or be 
a support once I’m back, I’d REALLY 
appreciate it! Please send me an e-mail or 
give me a call. 

Christmas Program Thanks 
Just a quick note with a BIG THANK YOU 
to everyone who helped make the JAM 
Christmas Program a fun and meaningful 
experience for all! 

Family Fun Events 
Be sure to check out the rest of this 
newsletter, as we are planning some 
super fantastic family fun events in the 
months ahead! Please plan now to 
come, and be sure to invite a friend! 

I'd Love Your Feedback 
 Now that we've finished half of our 
school year already, I'd like to know 
how you and your child/children are 
liking JAM! Are they learning 
something? Are they excited to come? 
Do you feel informed about how things 
work, etc.? Do you have suggestions for 
changes and/or improvements? Would 
you like to be more involved? Please 
speak with me or e-mail me at any time! 

Emails  
I frequently send out emails to JAM 
parents and teachers. If you are NOT 
getting these e-mails and would like to, 
please e-mail me with your preferred  
email address so I can add you to the 
list! 

Children’s Contact information ~ 
Jan Winkler at 651-777-7451, ext 228  
or janw@stmarks-nsp.org 



PHONE  651-777-7451   EMAIL  stmarks@stmarks-nsp.org   WEB  www.stmarks-nsp.org 

The Staff of St. Mark’s 
Church Office ...........................................................................................................(651) 777-7451 
After Hour Pastoral Emergency...............................................................................(651) 274-9708 

Senior Pastor, ������!����� ��������������������������������������� ����������� prsteven@stmarks-nsp.org, ext 222 
Associate Pastor, 	�"�#�������� ....................................................ivyb@stmarks-nsp.org, ext 232 
Intern Pastor, $�������%�&&��������������������������������������� �������������� valeriet@stmarks-nsp.org, ext 229 

Music Director, ��'�����(�&
" ..............................................bobbym@stmarks-nsp.org, ext 225 
Organist/Choir Director, )����
���*���� ............................. dorotheaj@stmarks-nsp.org, ext 227 
Hospitality & Drama Ministries, *(�"�+������ .............................. judyl@stmarks-nsp.org, ext 224 
Communications, ,������-.��/�� ������������������������������������� ����� heidimc@stmarks-nsp.org, ext 231 
Youth Ministry, *�-����%����� �������������������������������������� ���������������� jackiet@stmarks-nsp.org, ext 233 
Children’s Ministry, *���-��0������������������������������������������� ���������� janw@stmarks-nsp.org, ext 228 
Office Coordinator, *�����*�
���� �������������������������������������� ������ jodiej@stmarks-nsp.org, ext 221 
Finance Associate, ,������)���� ��������������������������������������� ���� helened@stmarks-nsp.org, ext 238 
Daytime Custodian, �����1��'��� .............................................matte@stmarks-nsp.org, ext 237�
St. Mark’s Pre-School, 2
������-
�� ��������������������������������������� ���������������������������������� (651) 777-1006 


