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  Rick Sorenson, Clerk of Session 

Lent 
Wonderful Wednesdays 
February 29 – March 28 
6:00-6:45  Meal    6:45-7:30 Study 
Childcare will be provided 
 

 Plans are underway for another Wednesday 
night series during Lent.  We will offer a Study of 
Spiritual Disciplines (practices, habits) that are   
essential to growth in the Christian faith.  This is 
the subject of the ‘Christianity 201 Class’ that has 
been offered here.  But there are many practices and 
we will also draw from the book Celebration of 
Discipline by Richard Foster. Some of your favorite 
teachers will lead the discussions. 
 Dinner will be served continuously from 6 to 
6:45 PM.  There is no charge for the meal but a 
suggested donation to cover the cost is $4 for 
adults, $2 for children.  We don’t want the expense 
to prevent anyone from coming!  For planning pur-
poses reservations will be needed.  Reservation 
forms will be in the wooden holders in the pews; 
put them in the box in the narthex or you can call 
the church office by 3:30 pm on Monday. 
 

Help Wanted.   If you would be willing to help 
with the meal one evening, please contact Elizabeth 
Still at the church office, 704-664-3160  or  
estill@thecentrechurch.org. This is a fun job! 

Centre’s Vote on Disaffiliation 
 

 The participation in the January 22 membership 
meeting was truly outstanding! Of 186 members on 
the Centre rolls, more than 83% (154) registered to 
vote; just imagine what Centre could accomplish if 
everyone was as engaged 52 weeks a year. 
 The meeting to vote on Centre’s future direction 
was called to order at 10:00 AM Sunday, January 22 
by Reverend Reid Dalton. Following motions on the 
voting process, a motion was made that CPC sever 
the current relationship with the PCUSA and Salem 
Presbytery and affiliate with the Evangelical Presby-
terian Church (EPC). The voting was as follows:  
 

154 registered members (a quorum of 124 mem-
bers was needed for the meeting) 

1 member abstained from voting 
19 members voted AGAINST the motion (12%) 
134 members voted FOR the motion (88%) 
 

 The motion to leave the PCUSA was approved 
with 88% of the membership in attendance voting for 
disaffiliation. The 88% fell short of the 90% required 
vote to leave with property intact. Accordingly, over 
the next several months, the Session will designate a 
team to meet with the Salem Presbytery’s Resolution 
Team to negotiate and define the dismissal terms. 
Please continue to pray for the Session as it goes 
through this process. 
 Also, during the next several months you will be-
gin to hear more and more of the EPC, its structure, 
and how Centre will affiliate with them. For many 
members, the EPC affiliation will be similar to the 
way things were prior to joining the PCUSA in the 
early 1980’s. The Session and CPC members we have 
talked to are excited about the journey we are about 
to undertake. This has not been an easy decision and 
we need to come together to continue to do God’s 
Will within the Centre community. 



2 

Thank you 
 Thank you for the prayers for Hailey. Her 
feet have healed back to perfection. 
  The Detmer Family  

Memorials 
A gift was received by Centre Church 
In loving memory of: 
 

Armstrong Howard  by 
Dan & Nancy Fineran, Kerrie & Andrew; Tony & 
Brenda Miller; John & Judy Daniel, Nell Landers, 
Gary & Bonny Romberg 
 
Dick Mason by 
Catherine Cowan, Margaret Cowan, Tony & Brenda 
Miller, Jay & Gerry Howard, R.D. Zerkle, Susan & 
Dan Lee, John & Judy Daniel, Dick & Joan Lubold, 
Fran Newman, Mary K. Boye, Fred & Aleene 
Faulker, Integrated Mill Systems, Inc., Gary & Bonny 
Romberg, Robert & Lisa Rauner, Karen & John 
Peppmuller, Angie Unruh, Charles & Betty Line-
berry, Sondra Ruby, Richard & Lisa Meginnis, David 
& Jani Gantry, Bryce & Suzanne Reimers 
 
Ann Louise Sorenson by  
Tony & Brenda Miller, John & Judy Daniel 
 
Geneva Honeycutt by 
Phillip & Peggy Cashion, Catherine Cowan, Margaret 
Cowan, Cecil Pierce 

Directory Update 
Tony & Brenda Miller 
157 Market Road 
Mooresville, NC  28115 
 
Jay & Amy Luckwaldt 
145 Kings Crest Dr. 
Mooresville, NC  28117 
704-655-8979 
jwhnc@att.net 

Please Pray for... 
 

Member Concerns  
Mary Brantley, Genesis 
Joncie Church, Genesis 
Lewis Edmiston 
Hazel Freeze, Churchill 
Jerry Heller 
Cyndie Howard 
Bob Jenkins 
Libby MacIntosh 
Sue Marus 
Lee Mason & Family 
Dauthard Mason 
Rosanne Mitchell & family 
Frank Morrison 
Helen Morrow, Genesis 
Onlan Morrow, Genesis  
John and Rachel Neill 
Laurine Nesbitt, Churchill 
Edna Rice, Genesis 
Kemp Sherrill 
Catherine Sparrow 
Alice Stillwell 
Tim Tunnell 
Rick Wagner 
Martha Ware 
 

Family & Friends  
Randy Bennett 
Carolyn Bobel (Michelle Gallant’s  mother) 
Ruby Dalton (Jim Mason’s mother) 
F.J. Ervin 
Wayne Ervin 
Ellen Gallant (Steve Gallant’s mother) 
Harold & Jane Jolly (Anita Mason’s 
 parents) 
Bob Johnson (Nell Lander’s brother) 
Helen Johnston,  Churchill (John 
 Johnston’s mother) 
William Kyle, (Bonnie Stone’s father) 
Cynthia Lee, (Marie Pass’s sister) 
Trevor Peck (Jann Peck’s son) 
Mary Priester, Churchill 
Beverly Roberts 
David Trettin (Marie Pass’s nephew) 
 

Mission  
Serenity House & Residents 
Power House Boys’ Group 
 

Please notify Betty Walley or the church 
office with prayer requests and updates. 
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Volunteers Needed 
Bread Ministry (deliver bread to first time visitors) 
CD/Bulletin Ministry  (delivered to shut-ins). 
Please contact the church office if you would like to serve on one of these vital ministries. 

Centre’s Own 
Betty Walley 

Betty lives in David-
son, and is a widow 
with two grown sons 
who live in the area. 
She retired from the 
Athletic Department 
at Davidson College 
in 1997 after 42 years 

of service as the administrative assistant to the 
athletic director. 
    Betty grew up at Centre church.  She has a 
long family history at Centre through the 
Brantleys.  Her father was F. Doyle Cashion 
and her mother was Marguerite Brantley 
Cashion. She was part of Centre from the time 
she was born until 1991, then rejoined the 
church about three years ago. Her brother is 
Phillip Cashion. He and his wife Peggy are 

members of Centre. Carol Cooke is her 
sister. She and her husband Vichard visit 
Centre regularly. 
 Betty is currently serving as a Deacon 
and serves on the Buildings and Grounds 
Team. She has also put in a great amount 
of effort in the prayer garden. 
 In her free time, Betty loves being 
with her family—they get together often 
and have fun! She also thoroughly enjoys 
gardening, her home, reading, cooking 
and the arts and thoroughly enjoys all that 
she does. 
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Elizabeth Still 
Director of Christian Education 
 

Pneumonia!? 
 I had been fighting a cold – but I had been winning.  
Then without any warning I woke up Friday, Dec. 23, 
miserable – headache, ached all over, nauseous, dizzy.  I 
went right back to bed figuring I had the flu and hoping it 
was the 24 hour stuff.  Well, no better on Saturday and by 
Sunday, Christmas Day, my daughter took me to the 
emergency room.  Unbelievable, I had pneumonia.  Two 
days in the hospital getting pumped with fluids and antibi-
otics (my white blood count was really high meaning I 
was really sick) and then back home.  My instructions 
were to do the minimum which did NOT include making 
my bed, unloading the dishwasher, etc.  No worries on 
that for a while.  My body felt like lead; I slept 12 hours at 
night and most of the day for a week.  Then comes the 
hard part, you begin to feel better but are warned not to 
over-do it.  You can be back at square one quickly.  So, at 
this writing, I am getting better and trying to figure out 
what is over-doing it. 
 I’m sure there are some profound spiritual lessons in 
this.  I think I am still a little too miffed at the inconven-
ience of it all to see them.  Except for one – life can 
change literally overnight.  To live in the moment and to 
savor each day is a challenging spiritual discipline.  My 
mother used to say, “Live today well”.  Let’s take this mo-
ment, right now as you read this, to join with the psalmist 
and say:  This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice 
and be glad in it. (Psalm 118:24)  Let’s live today well. 

Sunday School Teacher Training 
Wednesday, February 8   6:00 PM 
 

For Teachers of Children, Youth & Adults 
 
· Let’s join for fellowship over dinner and a time to plan 

for the future. 
· Robert Howard will share his vision of short term 

studies. 
· Invite your spouse and a member of your class to 

come with you. 
 

RSVP by Sunday, Feb. 5 to Elizabeth Still at 704-664-
3160 or estill@thecentrechurch.org 
                

Look for more information in the March 
Post. Mark this date on your calendars! 
 

The Backpack Project was such a huge 
success last fall; thanks to all of you. W of 
C are planning to help with this outreach 
program again this year. More details on 
this at a later date also. 
 

 I am always looking for help with pro-
jects for the Wof C.  Interested in joining 
the steering team? Have ideas for the 
group? Please let me know!  
 The present steering team consists of 
Elizabeth Still, Jane Sholar, Celi Jones, 
Bonny Romberg, and myself. The events 
the W of C sponsor, like our wonderful 
Christmas dinners, take planning & these 
ladies have done a wonderful job, but we 
sure could use some help! 
 I hope you all have a blessed February. 
Guys, remember your gals on Valentine’s 
Day!! 
  Judy Morrow, Moderator  

Spring Shower 
Saturday April 21 
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February 26 
12:00 to 1:30 PM     $5.00 
Hilton Garden Inn 
Gateway Plaza, exit 33 
 



 

 

2011 Year-End Budget Update         
Richard Woods, Treasurer 
 

 Through Dec. 31, 2011, the total expenses paid through 
our budget totaled $406,296.28.  The amount originally 
budgeted for 2011 expenses was $405,372.17.  So, we did a 
good job of matching our budget, with a difference of only 
$924.11.  And, these expenses include some unusually large 
expenses, such as the new shutters for the sanctuary, repair 
expenses for the elevator and a new septic tank and paved 
drive at Serenity House, which totaled over $21,000. 
 However, through Dec. 31, 2011, unrestricted tithes and 
offerings totaled $350,085.18.  This represents a shortfall be-
tween receipts and expenses of $56,211.10.  Due to better eco-
nomic times in the past, we have a reserve to cover the differ-
ence.  After all expenses were paid for 2011, our reserve totals 
$263,044.97.  Needless to say, our reserve would be larger if 
we did not have a budget shortfall.  And, a shortfall of this 
amount cannot continue for many years without completely 
depleting the reserve we have been able to maintain.   
 On average, for 2011, monthly expenses were 
$33,858.02 per month.  Or, more realistically, expenses aver-
aged $7,813.39 per week.  However, unrestricted tithes and 
offering averaged $6,732.14 per week.  Obviously, to main-
tain a budget even at 2011 levels, we need to contribute about 
an additional $1,100 per week.  This would seem like a 
daunting task in light of our current general economic condi-
tions.  But, to break the situation down into its smallest and 
most personal increment, if each week we have about 120+ 
members at worship, then the additional contributions needed 
would amount to less than $10 per member.  
 During 2012, I intend to publish a budget update each 
quarter to help keep us on track financially.  I know we are 
all already in prayer for our congregation and our church.  
Perhaps we can all include a prayer for greater understanding 
how to be more frugal in our spending and more generous in 
our giving.  

A Reality Show Life 
   By Grace Hoglund 
 
 There we were, making our way through an 
airport. It seemed more like a television reality 
show – a show full of challenges and confusing 
rules.  Would we be able to maneuver our way 
through the maze of pitfalls? It was as if Big 
Brother were spying on us as we competed in The 
Amazing Race to Beat the Clock before our plane 
took off - as if we were experiencing the Fear 
Factor in order to be the Survivors in  the Gong 
Show, where we willingly sacrificed our privacy 
and dignity to make our flight. 
 If you think I am exaggerating, let me help 
you recall the recent incident of a wheelchair 
bound 95 year old, frail woman suffering from 
leukemia.  Her  only desire was to be treated with 
courtesy as she flew to be with her family.  In-
stead, the TSA humiliated her with a full body 
search, going so far as to remove her undergar-
ments. Were these authorities imagining them-
selves on the old reality television  show, You 
Asked for It? 
  Do we not know the importance of treating 
others with consideration and respect?  It seems 
to me that all of us would benefit from being 
treated with kindness no matter what the situa-
tion.  We need to  reconsider  the way we treat 
others and how we speak to them. 
 

As Emily Dickinson said, 
 

A word is dead when it is said, some say. 
I say it just Begins to live that day. 

 

 We seem to have forgotten that our words and 
actions have long term consequences.  We like to 
believe that our comments and  compliments will 
stick with our recipients for decades.  We should 
remember the same goes for our harsh criticisms. 
Our tongues are like small organs that create ei-
ther harmony or discord.  As Scripture says, “He 
who restrains his lips is wise.” (Proverbs 10:19).  
The words we speak today live on.  Let's make 
sure they come from “the tongue of the right-
eous.” (Proverbs 10:20). 
 Our Christmas celebration of Jesus' birth has 
come and gone.  The presents and decorations 
have been   tucked away, the tree discarded or re-
boxed, and the leftovers eaten.  Hopefully, our 
faith was renewed and strengthened during the 
holiday.  We do not live in a television reality 
show, but rather in a world that will  survive only 
if we remember to glorify our Lord through our 
loving kindness toward others. 

Contributions Report 
      Mary Jo Belk, Assistant Treasurer 
 

   December   Year to Date  
 

General Fund 
$ 42,231   $343,418 

 

Restoration Fund 
             660         2,479 
 

Cemetery Fund 
             305         5,890    
 

2 Cents a Meal 
             145         1,023       
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Christmas in Uppsala  
 

The semester ended well here in Uppsala! Students 
cleared out of town right before Christmas and our team 
was finally able to be together (our team leaders had 
been in quarantine due to a stomach bug). We had a tra-
ditional Swedish Jul bord on the 24th and watched Kalle 
Anka (Donald Duck) together. Then the morning of the 
25th, the girls hosted a Christmas brunch, complete with 
bacon, eggs, pancakes and my home-made monkey 
bread! It was a unique Christmas, but we were together 
as a family here! Two students who were unable to go 
home for Jul bord joined us for dinner, which was very 
nice! The team had vacation after Christmas for a week 
so some of us were able to do some traveling! It was nice 
to see some countryside as well as see the sun! The vaca-
tion was a great time to refresh and spend time with the 
Lord to prepare for the coming semester. After returning 
from vacation, the team began planning for the semester. 
We spent three very full, long days discussing ways  
to reach new students as well as ways to continue to fos-
ter the spiritual growth for the students who are involved 
in the movement. While it was a bit exhausting, the time 
was well spent and we are very encouraged to see what 
God has in store for this coming year (see prayer re-
quests for more)! After planning days, it became diffi-
cult trying to find time in students’ exam schedules to 
meet and it was more difficult to try to find new stu-
dents… until this past Friday when the University held 
an organization fair 
 

Mini Mässa (Organization Fair) for New Stdents  
 This past Friday, at the student center in the middle of 
town, the new students gathered to see what their uni-
versity has to offer. This organization fair is one of the 
only times students gather collectively in one place and 
do not have any other agenda then to scope out what 
they might be interested in committing to. While at the 
organization fair, Agape had a table where we had a sur-
vey asking students about their religious affiliation, if 
they would be interested in talking about life or God, if 
they would be interested in a Bible study or taking a 
world view survey. Over 100 students took the survey 
and over 60 considered discussing at least 2 of those 

Fika With Whitney  

topics! So, the next few days will be filled with following 
up with these students who might be interested in know-
ing who God is and what that means for their life! This 
coming Tuesday we will have a new student “Meet & 
Greet” game night for students to come meet others who 
are involved with Agape. The majority of the game night 
was planned by the students who are actively involved in 
Agape! Big things are happening here and prayers are 
being heard. Our students who are actively involved (5 of 
them) met this past week to discuss things they would 
like to see happen this year. While they met, we chal-
lenged them to step up and consider owning the move-
ment on their campus. Although it has been a short time, 
the students are looking forward to welcoming the new 
students this coming Tuesday at game night and hope-
fully they will continue to become leaders and want to 
reach out to the students who they are around every day.  
 

Thank you for your support!  
Although many days here it is difficult to see (within my 
own understanding) where God is at work, the reminder 
that you are praying with us and for us is a blessing be-
yond words. Like I said earlier, prayers are being an-
swered and big things are happening here, but the dark-
ness still lingers and there are still too many students who 
still have not heard the Good News. There are some days 
that it takes more convincing than others that God is big-
ger than any troubles of this world, but you and I know 
we serve a mighty God! Thank you again for your sup-
port and encouragement, I know that I am not alone here!  

Hej hej from Sverige! 
 

I hope you had a great Christmas and a Happy New Year!  Attached is my January up-
date. This month is full of outreaches and lots of meeting with new students!  Thank you 
for your continued prayers and support!  Let me know if there are any particular ways I 
can be praying for you.  I look forward to hearing from you soon! 

In Him, 
Whitney Tunnell 

Agape Sverige; STint 2012; Kungsgatan 47A; 75321 Uppsala, Sweden 
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Pastor’s Corner           Pastor Robert Howard 

 

February Messages 
 
February 5 
Matthew 13:24-30 
The Parable of the Wheat & Tares 
 

February 12 
Matthew 13:31-32 
The Parable of the Mustard Seed 
 

February 19 
Matthew 13:33 
The Parable of the Leaven 
 

February 26 
Matthew 13:44 
The Parable of Hidden Treasure 

In a recent study, the Barna Research Group 
revealed a stunning statistic that continues to re-
verberate throughout the Christian world. Only 9 
percent of professing Christians have a biblical 
worldview.  What this means is that today's believ-
ers live lives that are very similar to non-believers. 
A personal sense of significance is rarely experi-
enced, we spend our money and time on things 
that fail to satisfy and we begin to wonder what 
life's ultimate purpose really is. We are, in short, 
losing our bearings as a people who believe in Je-
sus Christ and a nation that was founded on Judaic
-Christian principles.  To counter this slide 
within the body of Christ here at Centre, we 
are launching one of the most ambitious 
and powerful projects developed by Focus 
on the Family called The Truth Project. 

The Truth Project is a DVD-based small 
group curriculum comprised of 13 one-hour 
lessons taught by Dr. Del Tackett. This 
group home study is the starting point for 
looking at life from a biblical perspective. 
Each lesson discusses in great detail the 
relevance and importance of living the 
Christian worldview in daily life.  

 

 I am looking for six people who would 
be willing to be trained as a Facilitator 
for future home small groups. 
 

What is a Facilitator?  Are you an influencer or 
would you like to become one? Do you see a cru-
cial need for revival among our church and the 
way we think? Are you willing to be a part of a 
grander story that could change the minds and 
hearts of Christians throughout our area? 

The Truth Project offers an opportunity for ex-
ponential worldview change within the body of 
Christ. You can be directly involved in the process 
by becoming a small group leader. As a Facilitator, 
you will facilitate a small group using our DVD-
based lessons and see for yourself the dramatic 
spiritual and intellectual transformation that will 

take place as a result of these powerful studies. 
Each facilitator trained either through participating 
in a small group, or by attending a training confer-
ence is provided with comprehensive Web-based 
support. 

God continues to use ordinary men and women 
to make a difference in our world. After prayerful 
consideration, if you believe God is calling you to 
become a part of this exciting program, I hope you 
will consider attending and completing the series in 
a small group I will be leading starting in February.  
If your heart is heavy from what you see daily in 
our culture and you long for a spiritual revival 
within the church, prayerfully consider partnering 
with me.  I hope you will take this opportunity to 

impact your sphere of influ-
ence by joining me in this in-
novative ministry. 
 

Because of Him 

��������	�
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1The Barna Update, "A Biblical 
Worldview Has a Radical Effect on 
a Person's Life," December 1, 
2003. 
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Sunday, February 12      
Following the 11 AM Worship 
Please come and welcome our newest super church family members and learn their 
names! Please bring a pot of your favorite soup to share. Bread, crackers,  
dessert & beverages will be provided. 
 

Don’t be shy! Just walk right up and say, “Hi!” 

Room Use at Centre 
If you will be holding a meeting or event at Centre, please know that requests for facility use 
must first go to the church office, preferably in writing.  If you call your request in, please un-
derstand that it may be a day or two before approval is made. 
 A non-church event held by a member requires completion of a Facilities Use Applica-
tion with a $75 refundable deposit. Non-members are subject to a rental fee and approval by the 
Session. 
 Centre has become a very busy place and the calendar fills up quickly.  Church minis-
tries do take precedent over outside groups. However, we would like to be considerate of those 
groups, especially large groups, that have regular scheduled meetings at Centre. 
 
Email Joyce at:  jmullis@thecentrechurch.org, call 704-664-3160 or place a written request in 
the Administrative Assistant mailbox outside the church office. 
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Meetings at a Glance 
Ada Williams Circle, Sunday, February 12, 3 PM. 
Bible Based Christian Education, Tuesday,   February 
28, 6:30 PM in the Renewal Room. 
Bingo at Genesis, Monday, February 6, 2:30 PM 
Business Women’s Circle, Tuesday, Feb. 7, 7:30 PM, 
Brantley Room. 
Golden Agers, Thursday, February 16, 11 AM in the 
Brantley Room. 
Mom to Mom, Thursdays, February 2, 9, 23, 9:30 AM 
in the Brantley Room. 
Soup Kitchen, Thursday, February 23, 8:30 AM. 
Women’s Prayer Group, to be announced. 

 

Joint Session/Diaconate 
for All current officers and officers elect. 

 Monday, February 6 
7 PM in the Brantley Room 
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ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

  

Pastor:  Robert Howard  rhoward@thecentrechurch.org                         Interim Music Director:  Eddie Karriker 
Dir. Christian Ed: Elizabeth Still  estill@thecentrechurch.org Admin. Assist.:  Joyce Mullis jmullis@thecentrechurch.org                  
Treasurer:  Richard Woods    rwoods@thecentrechurch.org          Assist. Treasurer: Mary Jo Belk  mbelk@thecentrechurch.org                
Custodians: Rich & Chris Horton   Women of Centre:  Judy Morrow   
Youth Advisors: Bonnie Stone, Maureen Tunnell  Nursery Coordinator:  Andrea Losik  
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Session Moderator:  Robert Howard Clerk of Session:  Rick Sorenson 
Diaconate Moderator:  Cyndie Howard  Diaconate Vice Moderator:  Ro Johnson 

Church office phone/voice mail: 704-664-3160               Pastor’s cell phone:  704-252-2977 
e-mail: rhoward@thecentrechurch.org               jmullis@thecentrechurch.org 

Office Hours:       Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 
8:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

Bible Based Christian Education 
Elder: Jinny Snoddy 
              Tim Brotherton 
Deacon:  Samantha Johnston 
               Maureen Tunnell 
 
Caring & Sharing 
Elder:   John Johnston 
Deacon:  Leslie Grubb 
 Barbara Sims 
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Evangelism & Outreach 
Elder: Sam Weir 
 Tony Miller 
Deacon: Ro Johnson 
 Bonnie Stone 
 
God Centric Worship 
Elder: Ted Mikels 
 Tony White 
Deacon: Cyndie Howard 

Operational Effectiveness 
Elder: Jason Heller 
 Mary Jo Belk 
Deacon: Michele Smith 
B&G: Mack Puckett 
 Betty Walley 
 
Stewardship, Time & Talent 
Elder: Johnny Morrow 
 Dick Lubold 
Deacon: Richard Woods 

704-664-3160 
 

Email: jmullis@thecentrechurch.org 
 

www.thecentrechurch.org 
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