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Summer Worship

Schedule

Submitted by Larry Runestad

On Sundays between

(but not including)

Memorial Day and Labor

Day, we will have a

second Sunday worship

service at 10:30am. One week it
will be a Celebration service and the
next week it will be a CrossWalk
service. Please watch for further
information regarding specific
details.

The 5:00pm Saturday and 8:30am
Sunday services will remain
unchanged.

Looking Ahead

May 3 - Evensong Rising Concert
4:00 pm

May 7 - WELCA All Daughter
Banquet at 6 pm

May 9- Dean Moriarty Jazz Band
at 5:00 pm worship service.
May 13 -Confirmation Banquet at
6:30 pm in the Patio Room
May 17 - Confirmation Service
at 2 pm

May 17 - Kantorei Concert at
7:00 pm in the Worship Ctr.

Jun. 22-26 -Vacation Bible School
Jun. 25 - VBS Program at 6:00 pm

Aug. 3-7- Music & Art Camp
Aug. 8-9 - Music and Art Camp
presentations

Confirmation
Submitted b)/ Delta MGee
When Christ asked his disciples to go out into the world to

promote the gospels, Jesus knew that they would need the
support of others to make this possible.

In the continuation of expanding the circle of disciples, Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church is preparing to send a group of confirmands into the world to
accomplish God’s will.

Our Savior’s would like to congratulate this year’s confirmands: Emily Borak,
Olivia Cain, Jacob Heffner, Matt Heimbach, Bailey Peck, Nicholas Prabhaker,
Dakota Schmidt, Sarah Steffes, and Savannah Strandin.

The Confirmation Banquet will be held Wednesday May 13, 2009 at 6:30pm
in the Patio Room at Our Savior’s. The Affirmation of Baptism “Confirmation”
ceremony is Sunday May 17, 2009 at 2:00pm.

Evensong Rising

In 2008, the band became partners
Submitted by Larry Runestad

with Bread for the World, an

Evensong Rising, a Christian band advocacy organization active in the

from Connecticut, will be in concert fight against world hunger. Rev.

on Sunday, May 3, 4 o’clock, at Our

Chris Sorenson, lead singer, feels that
Savior’s. The band’s music is a the band’s music challenges people to

melting pot of sounds. . . from rock  },¢ the hands and feet of Christ. A
to bluegrass to reggae to jazz to soul

freewill offering will be taken and
and then back to rock.

used to battle hunger. For further
information, please call Carol
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Sown Seeds

Pr. Reid Matthias

April showers have brought May
flowers; what will May flowers
bring?

1 John 3: 2 “Beloved, we are
God’s children now; what we will
be has not yet been revealed.”

I Saw Abby Sing.

As part of the Augsburg choir, she
had been traveling the southern part
of the United States and the last stop
of their tour was here in Rockford.
She sent Christine and me a
Facebook message; I was shocked —
we hadn’t heard from Abby in a few
years. The last we had heard from
her, she was in Norway finishing a

cross-cultural experience.

Christine and I went to the concert;
the highlight was interacting with
Abby during the intermission. Her
bright, golden curls came bouncing
across to us; her arms were extended
in hug mode even as we approached.
The years of separation shrank. It
was as if we had never been apart —
except, that is, for the fact that Abby
was now a senior in college. The last
time we had physically seen her was

high school graduation. She was one

of the youth in my youth group.

Abby was one of those kids who was
always helping without everyone
knowing it. She was quiet at times,
but always full of spirit. As she
matured, it became evident that faith
was becoming a constant in her life.
She approached me one afternoon
before we left Forest City and told
me that she was thinking about being
a youth director someday. I was
floored. This young lady who didn’t
say much heard the call to a ministry
of the Church. Tears filled my eyes
and I told her I was really proud of
her.

During the intermission, as we sat on
the chairs, quickly catching up, that
memory came coursing back quickly.
She happened to mention that she
wasn’t going to be a youth director
after all. “But,” she said with a huge
smile on her face, “I'’ve been
accepted to Yale Divinity School on a
full ride scholarship!” I felt like a
father whose daughter had just won a
Nobel Peace Prize. As she joined the
ranks of her choir again, I marveled
at the magnificent work of God in
her life. What seeds had been sown.

As I reflect on this episode, though, I
realize those seeds that I saw in her
were not seeds that [ had sown, but

God had sown.

I simply had received the task of
aiding her in growth. I couldn’t take
any credit for the creation of the faith
in her life, but I could see how I'd
been used to help her bloom. Just
like seeds need the right
temperature, shade, oxygen and
moisture in order to grow, so do the
seeds of faith. We who are called to
be Christ-bearers offer the right
temperament for others to grow; we
offer them protection so that they
might elevate without fear; we help
them breathe the breath of the Spirit
to encourage them, and we bring
them to a place beside still waters

where they can be nourished.

How are you doing in your
vocation/ calling? Is your
temperament at the right level to
assist others in faith growth? Are
you helping youth or adults fend off
the dangers of life? Does the Spirit
whisper through you? Are your
words nourishing to others or are

they producing aridity?

Adult Ed

Sundays

May 3-9:45 am

Mind, Body & Spirit:

Coping with the Pain

of Chronic Disease,
led by Karen Sikorski in the

Patio Room.

,Aduﬁii%

Fducation
Class

May 10 & 17 at 9:45 am, Sacrifice,
led by Pr. Reid in the Patio

Room

OSLC Men's Retreat
Submitted by Pr. Reid Matthias

Come enjoy a weekend

of renewal and

relaxation on the

shores of Green Lake,

Wisconsin. We’ll be

staying at Green Lake Conference
Center, which boasts over two miles
of lakeshore property ideal for
walking or shore fishing. Included in
the weekend are opportunities to go

fishing, golfing, hiking, and relaxing.

Saturday night, weather dependent,
we’ll be having a grill-out. Come
join other men from OSLC for a
great weekend on June 12 — June

14. Approximate costs are $60 per
person. This does not include option
for fishing or golfing but does
include meals. Please sign up and
turn in monies by May 15. There
are a few spots still open. A sign up
sheet will be placed beside the tripod
outside of the sanctuary. Money can
be deposited in the office for

Jenni Ripplinger.
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Vacation Bible School

VBS will be Monday through Friday,
June 22 - 26, 2009. The program
will be held on Thursday night June
25,2009 at 6:00 pm. Our theme
this year is “Crocodile Dock.”

VBS volunteers are needed. We are
looking for people who have helped
in years past and especially those
who would like to try it for the first
time! Please contact Jennifer at
church, (815) 399-0531 ext 231or

jennifera(@oslcrockford.com.

a\ess Kids Shing o
PO 5 a g,

Spirit Night Live

The last night of Spirit Night Live
will be Wednesday, May 6, 2009.
The night will kick off with a slide
show presentation and dinner

beginning at 5:00 pm in the Social

Hall. While you’re there, take time
to fill out an evaluation form to help
us plan for next year. Thank you to
all who have helped us make SNL!

possible. What a great year we’ve
had!

Music and Art Camp
“Babble art BAbefl

Children entering 3rd grade through
g grade are invited to learn and
present a musical telling the Biblical
story of the Tower of Babel. The
dates are August 3 — 7 from 9:00 am
to 2:00 pm with required
presentations on August 8 and 9.
Cost for the week is $15.00 per
child/$25.00 per family.

On Sunday, June 7, please come to a
required meeting in the choir room
for all children to receive their books
and CDs, do artwork for the
bulletin, and try out for singing and
speaking parts. Registrations are
available in the church office with a
deadline of July 19. Invite your
friends to have a great time!!

Spaghetti Dinner and
Magic Show

Submitted by Jennifer Alcantar
Spaghetti Dinner and Magic

Show! All children and their families
are invited to attend our spaghetti
dinner and Magic Show on
Wednesday, May 13, 2009. The
dinner will begin at 5:00 pm in the
Social Hall. Suggested donation is
$4.00 per adult and $2.00 per
child. The Magic Show begins
promptly at 6:00 in the Worship
Center. Our Savior’s very own,
Mike Winters, (aka) Magic Mike,
will wow us with his magic

tricks. We can talk to our children
about magic that humans can do and
the difference in the real miracles
that Jesus can do.

VAR
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Welcome, New Members!
Submitted b)/ Linda Miller

. .
Our Savior's family was Y
blessed to receive 0.
thirteen new families on .

April 26. We welcome

the following new members.

Jenny Anderson, Kris Bradford,
Rachel Barrick, David & Anne Cable,
Paul & Shelly Cantwell, Carl &
Barbara Engaldo, Sue Goodfellow,
Ben Jensen, Marie Jensen, Randy &
Judy Larson, Shane, Jodi & Hayden
Miller, Kevin, Kendall & Delaney
Schulz, Kelli, Dylan & Drake Tucker,
Delbert & Neva Wilson.

Finding Your Place

Submitted by Linda Miller
Many of you
have found
your place
here at Our
Savior's!
Thank you for
completing and returning the talent
and interest survey. Your responses
are being processed and added to the
database so that you can be matched
with opportunities that fit you. If you
have not yet returned your Finding
Your Place survey, please complete
the form and return it to the church
office.

Mexico Mission Request
Submitted b)/ Sue Grover

The families we

serve in Mexico % /j&,\i
have really been ( &/@% /ll
delighted by the /“‘}‘

' Mexico§=/
we have taken of ‘\-TISSIOH
them. The team has

two Polaroid cameras available to us,
but the film has been discontinued. If
you happen to see any of the 600

Polaroid pictures

Polaroid film still for sale in stores or
have any extras of your own,
donations would be appreciated.
Gracias!
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Worship and Music
Submitted by Larry Runestad

Evensong Rising Concert

Evensong Rising, a
Christian band, will
be in concert on
Sunday, May 3,
4:00 pm, at Our
Savior’s. The band’s
music is a melting
pot of sounds. . .
from rock to
bluegrass to reggae
to jazz to soul and then back to rock.

Evensong Rising tours the country
and also leads worship services at
Stanwich Congregational Church in
Stanwich, CT. Last year, the band
partnered with Bread for the World,

an advocacy organization active in
the fight against world hunger. Rev.
Chris Sorenson, lead singer, feels
passionately that the band’s music

— Challenges people to be the hands and

feet of Christ, and the partnership

| with Bread for the World will

provide listeners with concrete

opportunities to express that passion.

| A freewill offering will be taken,

with donations to be used in the
battle against world hunger. For

* further information, please call

Carol Burmeister, 815-397-5579.

Summer Sunday Worship
Schedule

The Worship Cabinet has
recommended that we alternate the
CrossWalk and Celebration worship

services during the summer. Since
many members of those worship
teams participate nearly every week
all year long, Pastor Laaveg and the
cabinet members felt it would be
good to give the teams, planners and
pastors a break so they can be
refreshed and invigorated in the fall.
On Sundays between (but not
including) Memorial Day and Labor
Day, we will have a second Sunday
worship service at 10:30am. One
week it will be a Celebration service
and the next week it will be a
CrossWalk service. Please watch for
further information regarding
specific details.

The 5:00 pm Saturday and 8:30 am
Sunday services will remain

unchanged.

Spotlight on Members
Submitted by Becky Shaffer
Rich Dhyanchand

The son of John and Verna
Dhyanchand, Rich and his wife Emily
are lifelong members of Our
Savior’s. They knew each other from
church, and both attended the gifted
program at Auburn High School. In
2003 they married and now have 3
beautiful children, Isaac age 4, Evie
age 2, and Margot 5 months. In his
spare time he enjoys learning,
technology, golf, tennis, hiking and
biking. He even biked from
Minneapolis to Chicago for a charity
Aids Awareness biking event.

The enthusiasm that Rich has for
learning is obvious when you hear his
educational accomplishments. He
attended Wheaton College, received
his Masters Degree in Public Health
at UIC, attended medical school at
the American University of the

Caribbean School of Medicine, and
did 2 years of clinical work in
England. Rich loved the time he
spent living in England, especially
the pace of life. “They generally have
a more laid back approach to things,
the British culture is not as 24-7 as it
is in other parts of the world,” he
said.

Rich teaches Anatomy/Physiology at
Rock Valley College. He is
passionate about giving direction to
his students, most of whom are
interested in health professions. In
talking to him you just know he’s a
wonderful teacher, and I'd imagine
the students learn a great deal in his
classes. I think there must be a fair
amount of laughter in his class as
well, as Rich has a contagious laugh,
a quick sense of humor and considers
himself to be his own “laugh track” in
life. Much time during our talk was

spent laughing.

“Life takes you to different places,
but my family and Our Savior’s have
always been there for me,” Rich
said. He went on to say, “Whatever
you choose to do in life, you can
always help people.” Participating in
the Mexico Mission trip was a
fulfilling experience, one that
brought the words of Philippians 2 to
life for Rich.

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or
vain conceit, but in humility consider
others better than yourselves. Each of you
should look not only to your own
interests, but also to the interests of

others. Philippians 2: 3-4
Thank you Rich, for your shining

presence in our lives.
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Missions

Submitted b)/judi Nichols

Helping Our ,“\’-_\

Community AN

?A;

The Rocl.<f01;i 1 — " ~

community has always see————
PR AW MISSIONS

been very generous in
reaching out to neighbors who need
a helping hand, and Our Savior’s
continues to be a part of that effort.
With this in mind, there are three
summer projects that need our
support — two that we have done for

years and one new one:

Rockford Habitat for
Humanity: Construction on the
Habitat home sponsored by the
Rockford Area Lutheran churches
begins on May 2™. You don’t have

to have construction skills — just a
willingness to pitch in and follow the
lead of the professionals.

[www .rockfordhabitat.org]

Rockford Sharefest 2009:
Heartland Community Church has
requested our help in the
transformation of East High School

and Summerdale Elementary School.

Sharefest will run Saturday, June

13th through Sunday, June 21*, and

volunteers can sign up for one or

more days and for any of 3 shifts
during the days. We hope to

sponsor an OSLC team to contribute

to this effort. More details to come .

. . [Rockfordsharefest.com]

Rockford Paint-A-Thon: Dates
to be announced later, but usually

held in August.

God's Global Barnyard

Submitted by Judi Nichols

Thank you! OSLC
has again shared their

.?..'God’s

*gdlobau

blessings with others
in a big way!
Through ELCA
World Hunger, our
congregation purchased the
following farm animals and plants to
share with communities around the
world: 1 cow, 7 goats, 4 turkeys, 3
pigs, 18 groups of 10 chicks, 6 fruit
trees, and 2 community vegetable

gardens. These gifts cost a total of
$1690. Thank you to all of you who
made this possible. I would also like
to say a special “thank you” to two
groups that helped us in this project:

e  First, thanks very much to the
Sunday School children who
raised $166.90 on their own.
Awesome!

Second, a special thanks also goes to
the "South Winnebago

IL Chapter (#31117) of Thrivent
Financial for Lutherans," who
gave a matching gift of $250. Whata
blessing to have such partners in our
mission work!

Shopping Bags Needed
Submitted by Dennis Peterson

The Rock River Food Pantry uses
almost 300 bags (paper and plastic)
each day for food distribution. You
can help by bringing bags to the
shopping cart in the recycling area,
in the stairwell towards Shepherd’s
Gate.

Bread For the World
2009 Offering of Letters

Submitted by Judi Nichols
Bread for the World, rﬂr

a Christian voice urging  peade theworld
our nation's decision
makers to end hunger at home and
abroad, is having an offering of
letters on May 3.Our goal is to
educate members of OSLC about

issues of the poor and hungry.

By supporting Bread for the World's
2009 Offering of Letters campaign,
We can use a common sense
approach to how we address U.S.
foreign assistance by being good

stewards of our resources and saving
more lives in the process. Please visit
the Bread for the World table in the
Social Hall and make your voice

heard for the hungry!

Mission Matters

Submitted by Lois Muehlfelder
Disposable diapers and baby wipes
are products that the Missions
Committee has selected as our May
Missions project. The young families
of MELD will be the recipients of
your generosity. Watch for a
collection container in the Atrium.

Thank you for your support!

Silent Auction

Submitted by Ron Burmeister

Timothy Botts’ beautiful calligraphy
created during the

Tone on Tone

concert on March 15 \/
a Vd
will be displayed for

silent auction in the g

Social Hall on May 3

from 8:30 am to 11:00 am. Bidding
will then close. All proceeds will be
designated for the Living with AIDS

program at Crusader Clinic. Come

early and bid often!




8

May 2009

Nice People Do
Nice Things
Submitted b)/ Wallie

Stewart, Mexico Mission T@ks
Nice people do nice things and for
that those of Reynosa, MX have been
blessed.

Team

God’s blessing to the Endowment
Fund who gave $3,000, WELCA
$200, the Lucas Carlson Memorial
Fund $200, Fitzgerald Funeral Home
$200, those contributing to Buy a
Cinder Block $1,717.57 and the
Mexican Fiesta/Silent Auction
$6,582. These funds enabled the
Mexico Mission Team to donate to
several mission efforts in Reynosa.
The team sent $3,000 to purchase
supplies for us to build a class room

for the Kindergarten School of
Veronica Berman while we were in
Reynosa. We donated $2,400 to the
Casa Mami Orphanage; they will use
the funds to buy a new restaurant
sized kitchen sink, make one week’s
payroll for those working in the
orphanage, and pay a monthly gas
bill. An additional $1,000 was sent
to the Kindergarten school to
purchase two computers and
establish a scholarship fund for those
needing financial assistance to attend
the school and/or purchase
uniforms. Other amounts went to
the Feed My Sheep ministry, $200,
the Deaf ministry received $200 and
$600 was sent to Pastor Ishmael for
his eye exam and his son’s school

tuition. Total funds disbursed were

$7,400.

Many people donated material and
the Do Day Ladies sewed the 10
quilts and 40 book bags. Steven
Koepsell earned his Eagle Scout
Badge through his efforts of
gathering donated items to put
together 150 health kits, as well as
raising $700 through a bake sale at
his church to purchase the vitamins
dispensed by the medical team in
Reynosa.

As you can see, it takes the prayers,
the work, and funding from many
sources to pull together a team of 25
people and accomplish a five day
mission that will leave the blessings
of your God-given gifts for years to
come. From the bottom of our
hearts, thank you for your continued
support and prayers. Remember
February 10- 14, 2010!

"Mission for a

Hurting World”

Submitted by John Cross from Kairos
“Now to him who by

the power at work
within us is able to
accomplish abundantly

far more than all we

can ask or imagine, to
him be glory in the
church and in Christ
Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever.

Amen.” Ephesians 3:20-21

For many people, times are difficult.
The economy is struggling and
challenges seem to be around every
corner. But for people of faith, we
live in the season of Easter — in times
of resurrection. This good news
keeps us moving forward in mission
for a world that needs the Lord more
than ever. The month of April was
the ideal time to remember all of
your blessings, to give thanks for the

ministry that has taken place to this
point and to trust and believe that
the best is yet to come! May puts all
of us on the edge of summer with the
delights of green grass, brightly
blooming flowers and the freshness
of the air.

This is an exciting time for Our
Savior’s as you look to the future and
see what God has in store for you.
We do not always know what the
future holds, but we know who
holds the future - the Lord!

In my time with you as part of the
“Freedom for Mission” capital
appeal, I learned quickly that you are
a vibrant congregation. Our Savior’s
is filled with enthusiasm to be the
salt of the earth and the light of the
world. You desire to be a church
overflowing with joy and a servant
spirit - a church with a clear vision to
live passionate lives transformed by
the saving grace of Christ.

The capital appeal provided
resources to keep you strong. As the
mortgage is reduced you will better
be able to live out your mission.

You are a congregation where lives
are changed, hearts are renewed,
relationships are restored, worship is
a way of life, and love is an action.

I look forward to joining you in
worship in November as I will be
visiting with you and continuing my
partnership with the congregation.
In the meantime, campaign leaders
are working with new members and
will continue to uplift the exciting

progress as funds are given.

God has a plan for Our Savior’s for
this second century of ministry and,
with a vision centered on Christ, you
will be blessed by participating in the

exciting future that you have.
g Y

afOr »

Mission
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Little Things
Submitted by Sharrell Person, RN

In the Bible
Handbook by H.
Halley, Jesus is
described as the
kindest man who
ever lived and this
is said of no other
in history. If all the
deeds of kindness
that He did in three short years were
written, the world could not contain
the books that would be written, says
John 21:25. Jesus talked a great deal
about kindness, just that old-
fashioned, plain every-day habit of
common kindness. He said that not
one single act of kindness, no matter
how small, will ever go unrewarded,

in Matt.10:42. The Good Samaritan
story in Luke10:30-37 talks about
how this man did everything he
could and knew what to do to aid
and comfort another person.

The emphasis for today's nurse seems
to be more on computer literacy,
equipment management and
paperwork rather than the art and
science of nursing. Yet there is the
ER nurse who cares for her

little seven month old patient ill with
a respiratory infection, sore throat
and dehydration. She obtains an
order for pain medication and gives
it immediately so little "Emma" can
drink her milk; and she goes and gets
toys so Emma's parents can play with
their baby to help pass the time.
Then there is the ICU nurse caring

for a beloved pastor very ill with a
sepsis infection. As she does her
routine assessment, she feels the heat
emanate from his body; so she flips
his pillow to the cool side. Before
hurrying to call his doctor, she places
a cold wet washcloth on his
forehead. He softly says, "Thank
you. That's the simple treatment the
Good Samaritan offered."

For the seventh consecutive year,
nurses were voted as the most
trusted professionals in America
according to Gallop's annual honesty
and ethics of professions survey.
National Nurses Week is May 6-12,
2009, with the theme this year
"Building a Healthy America." When
you see your Parish Nurses, please
wish them a great week.

CPR CLASSES
Submitted by Debbie Gortowski

Our Savior’s has recently purchased
two new automatic external
defibrillator (AED) machines. A
person who is familiar with the
function of an AED machine and uses

it in conjunction with CPR provides

the best chance of survival to a victim
who has had a heart attack.

Debbie Gortowski will be teaching
CPR classes four times this year.
There will be a $10.00 fee that will be
refunded at the completion of the
course. There is space for only 6 —7
students per class. The next scheduled
class is Tuesday, May 5, from

6:30 — 8:30 pm. Please contact Carol
at the church office 399-0531 OR
Debbie Gortowski 964-1739 to sign

CPR
CLASS

Free Rx Discount Cards

Submitted by the Parish Nurses

The Parish Nurses have obtained a
supply of free prescription discount
cards provided for you in a joint
effort of your local county

gov't. and the National Assoc. of
Counties. Simply present your card
at a participating retail pharmacy and
save an average of 22% on your
insurance. By using this card, you
agree to pay the entire prescription

cost less any applicable discount.
There are no restrictions and no
limits on how many times you and
your family may use your card.
Finding a participating pharmacy is
easy; 9 out of 10 pharmacies
nationwide accept your discount
card. No enrollment form, no
membership fee, one card,
immediate use. There are 57
participating pharmacies in the
Rockford area. Pick up your card and
a pharmacy list at the Information
Desk or from the Parish Nurse doing

your blood pressure check. Please
note that prescription claims through
this program will not be eligible for
reimbursement through Medicaid,
Medicare, or any other government
program. Seniors over the age of 55
or better can also contact the NIAAA
office for

information on
other assistance
services available

in our community.
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Supper Club Potluck
Submitted by Sheryl Jecklin

Come and join us on May 28, 2009
for the final supper club of the
season. All adult singles and couples
are welcome to join the 80 people
that are already involved. We will
join in the Social Hall on May 28 at 6
PM. At that time we will have time
to share with each other on how the
past four months have been and what
we can do to make it better. We are

looking for new people to join us.

Just bring a dish to pass and your
own place setting. Drinks will be
furnished. If you can't make it and
want some more information, just
call Russ or Sheryl Jecklin at
815-654-0997. We look forward to
seeing you. We will have a new
rotation coming out in September
for our October and November

dinners.

WELCA Do-Day Notes
Submitted by Sharon Adler

Occasionally Do-Day receives
donations of craft books and kits and
has accumulated a small group of
these items. We would like to share
items with the congregation. If you
are interested in seeing if there is
something you can use, please check
out the WELCA bookcase in the
narthex and see if there is a

« »
treasure yOll can WOTk on.

The supply of kits for prayer shawls
and baby sweaters has also been
refreshed and is on the WELCA
bookcase in the heart basket. Check
it out if you like to knit. Finished
items should be returned to the
church office.

We are also in need of someone
interested in sewing together quilt
top kits. If you are interested, please
call Sharon Adler at 815-282-3053.

Active Seniors’ Lunch

Submitted by Sharon Adler
We’re going to /"‘\ .
lunch at Thunder e
Bay — Grill that is, ’OU.VE =
here in Rockford, /EH_NCH
not Canada. The R
Active Seniors want you to join them
on Tuesday, May 12 at 12:30 pm for
lunch and conversation. Thunder Bay
Grill is located at State and Bell
School Road and can be accessed

from the road next to Burger King
and Holiday Inn. As usual, you will
be able to order off the menu and
checks will be prepared individually.
Invite someone and join your friends
for lunch and a few laughs.
Reservations will be taken on April
26 and May 7 so we are able to get a
count of how many are going.
Questions? Call Sharon Adler, 282-
3053. Hope to see you there.

Library News
Submitted by Lois Johnson
Reid’s read of the
month will be The
Life You Can Save,
by Peter Singer.

This book looks into
the ways countries of
the world share with

the poor scattered

across the country. Great discussions
will arise during the Spirit Night Live
meal at 5:00 pm on May 6 & 13.

/ ook | Chuly

Green Team
Submitted by Lois Muehlfelder
With spring in the air,
the thoughts of many
turn to gardening.
Compost is a natural
way to enhance the
soil for our flowering
plants or vegetable gardens. I have
long dreamed about having one of
those fabulous tumbling composters
that cost an-arm-and-a-leg in the
garden catalogues. Reality,
however, has allowed me to create a
perfectly acceptable alternative while
recycling an old, holey plastic
garbage can that many would prefer
to throw out .

Using a box-cutter, I trimmed off the
bottom of the can and then pushed it
into the ground about four inches. I
added grass clippings with no
chemicals, leaves and kitchen waste.
Armed with my trusty garden claw, 1
turn the mixture weekly adding
water as needed. With time, I have
beautiful black gold to enrich my
garden. Save money, save the
landfill, and save the Earth.

Volunteer Help Needed
Submitted by Marge Waldhauser

Volunteers are needed to work in the
P.A. Peterson Gift Shop.

If interested, call Marge Waldhauser
at 815-398-9274.
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Keeling Thanks

Submitted by Barbara Bowman

Jim and Pam Keeling were recently
honored by the Rockford Park
District Foundation for their
philanthropic work. Jim is a
member of the Foundation's Board of
Directors and he and Pam have been
unwavering in their commitment.
They spearheaded the Pennies for
Peace campaign to raise $50,000 to
build a school in central Asia and
raised more than $100,000, enough

to build two schools.

Jim also recently received the
Charles Uram Lifetime Service
Award from the Rockford
Cosmopolitan Club and Community
Foundation of Northern Illinois. As
part of the Uram award the Park
District received a $5,000 donation
from the Cosmopolitan Club.

Jim says that he and Pam have
benefited from the Rockford Park
District's facilities and programs their
entire lives.

The Keeling-Puri Peace Plaza was
built as a tribute to their

fathers, Virgil Keeling and
Amarmath Puri. The Plaza is now a
vibrant place where thousands
celebrate the international Day of
Peace each year.

Jim says philanthropy happens when
you follow your heart. When
something touches you, explore it
and see where it leads.

Thanks to everyone who helped
make our Lenten soup lunches a
success. A special thanks also to our

bakers.
Mary Whitesel

Dear Friends of Our Saviors,

Thank you so much for the love and
support you have shown our family
as we experienced the death of
LaVerna Lee - mother, grandmother,
great-grandmother. We have
appreciated your prayers, cards, and
other expressions of sympathy.

Paul & Sue Grover,
Chris, Sarah, Caleb & Carson
Blatchford

Thank you for your prayers for my
son, Brett Genz, during his Army
deployment. I have been comforted
by your prayers and your concern.
He returned safely to the states April
22 and will be back with his wife and
three children the first part of May.

God’s blessings to you.
Sharon Beu
Church Administrator

May Birthdays

1: Dorothy Donovan, Charles Larson,
Daniel Konrad, Brenna Ryan, Cathy
McCulley-Rothkopf, 2: C. James
Edson, Fred Miller, Lucille Nelson,
Barbara Pemberton, Kristin Strey,

3: Deloris Mahler, Matthue Finnan,
David Ireland, 4: Dick Aleshire,
Chelsea Cook, Aaron Strike,

5: Marvel Dohrman, Sharon Oppegard,
6: Karen Etier, Mara Guse,

Jennifer Valentine, Seth Linhart,
Aaron Rehwald, Lily Prabhakar,

7: Shirley Bernardi (Harlacher),
Bruce Wiedenhoeft 8: Sharron
Barnhart, Samantha Holen, Jane Kling,
Carolyn Kobler, Amanda Moore,
Kimberly Buss, Richard Knowles,
Anthony Manne , Thelma Searls,

Julie Trank, Jayson Donnell,

10: Erwin Buhmann, Alyssa Guse,
Chase Wessman, 11: Eldora Gulcynski,

Jennifer Pearce, 12: Gretchen Ericson,
Bob Falzone, David Shukis,

13: Lorraine Morgan, Marcia Shaw,
Casey Wiedenhoeft, 14: Rachel Bohn,
Debra Carlson, Sandra Connell,

John Curtiss, 15: Quincy Crosby,
Janice Donner, Douglas Holmes,

Erin Harsevoort, Marianne Wahlquist,
Christy Merrick, 16: Robert Batutis,
Virginia Ogburn, Mark Gill,
Kimberly Kozel, Denise Wessman,
Jennifer Anderson, Kristin Johnson,
17: Judy Orr, Judy Schmitt,

Spencer Thorson, Noah Johnson,
Gavin Pofelski, 18: Marlene Winkie,
19: Dianne Juffernbruch,

20: Derek DeMars, Bill Gissal,

Jini Lester, Paul Shaffer, Lynette
Vitale, Dennis Wallace, 21: Bradley
Boswell, Doug Johnson, Eric Meyer,
Neil Mizen, Wallie Stewart, Cassie
Studler, Wyatt Berry, Christian

Provenza, Mary Anne Rozanas,

22: Lori Carlson, Betty Marlin,
Richard Schofield, Charlotte Severing,
Kevin Smith, Kris Kieper,

Max Neumuth, 23: Kelsey Hlavin,
Lauren Nielsen, Gary Randles, Thea
Carlson, 24: Stephen Carlson,

Ian Werner, 25: Drew Linhart,
Bryant Linhart, T.]. Leake, Lillian
Berke, 26: Elizabeth Nau,

Alex Roszkowski, 27: Nancy Harvey,
Julie Holen, 28: Jonathan Anderson,
Don Lundine, Nancy Miller,

Donald Pratt, Anna Whitney,

Kevin Forke, Andrea Searls,

Kirby Granite, Rachael Spencer,
Stephanie Rinaldo, 29: Paul Grover,
Bruce Rudie, Ellerd Stolgren,

Dean Thomas, Rebecca Warner,
Kelsey Page, Cody Snyder,

30: Robert Fredberg,
31: Cindy Erickson,
Louise Hedges
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