
 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

   

  

  

    

  

 

 

 

  

  

 

SPEAKERS ON THE WORD TODAY 

                        By the father/son team 
                    Pastor Paul R Schroeder 

Pastor Douglas W. Schroeder 
 

 

Communicating With God 
 

Happy New Year!  It is Advent—once again we have begun a new church year!  Let’s make this 
a great year of communicating with our God! 
 

In prayer we have the privilege of coming to God with our concerns.  He hears every shout of 
praise and every cry for help.  He has promised not only to hear, but also to answer.  Be alert to 
His answers.  They usually come in specific ways:  yes, no or wait awhile.  I have noticed 
frequently that God’s timing is not like ours.  His is perfect, always exactly what we need and 
when we need it.  God’s grace and goodness can never be surpassed.  Often God’s answer for 
us exceeds our request or expectations!  We may pray for deliverance, he may choose to give 
us strength and courage instead.  We may pray for a blessing, He may protect us from a hidden 
danger that might have harmed us.  We are always assured of His love and forgiveness—His 
constant presence and timely intervention in our lives. 
 

God’s Word 
 

God speaks to us in His Word—the Bible.  It is always helpful to set a separate time of the day 
for our Bible reading.  You know what is best for your schedule.  Early morning and late evening 
seem to be the most private times. 
 

To read the Bible through in one your—you only need 4,240 minutes!  That’s only 11 ½ minutes 
a day! 
 

• The Old Testament requires 70 hours and 40 minutes. 

• The New Testament only takes 18 hours and 20 minutes. 

• Reading Psalms only requires 4 hours and 28 minutes. 

• The Gospel of Luke, for instance, can be read in 2 hours and 43 minutes.   
 

Let this be the year to really listen to our God as He speaks to us in His Word! 
 

        Sincerely, 
        Paul R. Schroeder 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Occasionally there is such a super-human feat of endurance and perseverance that it boggles 
the mind. I encountered one such instance in the August 2009 Sports Illustrated last page 
entitled “Defying Death Valley”. Here is chronicled the running achievements of one Arthur 
Webb, who at 67 years of age has completed twelve Badwater Ultra-marathons. This is a 135 
mile race through Death Valley featuring distance equivalent to five marathons back to back! In 
addition, the temperature can peak at 130 degrees during the daytime, and the elevation change 
from 280 feet below sea level to a mountainous 8,360 feet! He has a knack for “buckling”, 
finishing the event in under 48 hours! Webb has learned to tear off his toenails prior to 
conducting the race, as they are quite painful if not removed.  
 
Who in their right mind participates in such a race? People with, shall we say, an extraordinary 
degree of commitment! Is Mr. Webb insane? Hardly; he’s an addicted runner, a driven man, but 
in complete control of his faculties. He finds meaning and fulfillment in it. Of course, he is vastly 
inspirational to many.  
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The Bible is God’s Word . . . Jesus is God’s “Word” made flesh . . . 
His death and resurrection, the message needed Today. 

 
Here is this retirement aged man pushing his body beyond all normal tolerances – for a buckle 
which will tarnish. This brings a question to my mind: How hard do we, the Redeemed, push 
ourselves in spiritual pursuits? How vigorously do we devour the Word? How strong do we show 
ourselves in preaching and evangelizing the world about Jesus? Are we willing to take a little pain 
to be exceptional? After all, are we not competing for the crown of eternal life? I’m reminded of 
Paul’s exhortation in I Corinthians 9:24-27 in which he compares our run for the heavenly prize in 
Christ Jesus to an Olympic event. He insists, “Run in such a way as to win the prize.”  
 

Go ahead, push yourself a bit more.  
 

MIXED MORMON MESSAGES 
When the Mormon religion was founded by Joseph Smith, and later expanded under Brigham 
Young, it was predicated upon the principle of continuing revelation from God. This is the belief that 
God continues to speak through prophets, which in the Mormon mind are the “living prophets” of 
their church leadership in Salt Lake City. Christians have rightly objected that such loose application 
of what could be termed God’s words have led to mistakes and even contradictions in that group’s 
theology, a case in point being the demand initially for the practice of polygamy as essential to 
salvation as a timeless ordinance of God, yet later being rescinded by a different “prophet” of the 
Latter Day Saints (LDS).  
 

Another example of such inconsistency has shown itself in the recent approval of the LDS to 
endorse local laws in Salt Lake City supporting homosexual rights. You may recall that the 
Mormons were among those most vigorously opposed to gay marriage when the issue was raised 
in California, the LDS being attacked verbally because of their support for Proposition 8. That was 
then, this is now… 
 

I feel the Mormons will do whatever they think will win the most public approval in an attempt to 
cultivate a positive image among the “Gentiles” (all non-Mormons are called this derisive term, 
including non-Mormon Christians). As a consequence the local law banning discrimination against 
gays in housing and employment was supported by the LDS.  
 

But not all is as it seems. Make no mistake about it, the LDS is not giving approval to the 
homosexual lifestyle, nor would they make such accommodations among their own. They have 
cleverly exempted themselves from the application of this particular local ordinance. Recall that 
Mormons do not consider any marriage outside of their “eternal marriage” conducted in their 
temples to be legitimate. They view your Christian marriage as faulty as the homosexual union – 
both are considered outside the scope of their particular plan of salvation, precluding entrance to 
the highest echelon of their “Heaven”. Their director of public affairs announcement that, “The 
church supports these ordinances because they are fair and reasonable and do not do violence to 
the institution of marriage,” needs to be understood properly. The reason they can say it doesn’t do 
harm to the institution of marriage is that their concept of marriage will not be effected by it. Ours 
however, will be, but that is not their concern. Their concern is to look like they are open-minded 
and for diversity.  
 

Consequently, the LDS showed itself to be pro-marriage in California and pro-homosexual in 
Nevada. No true body of believers bearing Christ’s name would flip on a position such as they have. 
It is absolutely dangerous for people to follow a group which would not have a rock solid position on 
such a fundamental tenant as marriage and proper sexual relationships. No group which calls itself 
Christian should engage in the wordplay conducted by the Mormons. No one seeking spiritual 
growth and advancement should turn to a group which panders to society over standing with the 
clear word of the Bible. Beware groups like this where “revelation” can mean anything convenient to 
their agenda!  
       Blessings! 
       Douglas W. Schroeder 
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