
 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

   

  

  

    

  

 

 

 

  

  

 

SPEAKERS ON THE WORD TODAY 

                        By the father/son team 
                    Pastor Paul R Schroeder 

Pastor Douglas W. Schroeder 
 

 

ALL THINGS NEW 
As we start a new calendar year (we are already 1 month into the Church Year), I like to think of Christ’s 
promise, “I make all things new”   
 
We have new opportunities to serve Him!  New days to do His will!  New occasions to praise and glorify His 
name!  New views of His miracles and wondrous works.  We will see conversions and marvelous things—babies 
born, couples married, trees blooming and sunsets.  It’s wonderful to be a child of God! 
 
Offerings for 2009 were off the record of 2008—the economy was not back on track yet.  We did not have to cut 
any language broadcasts—so I’m glad about that!  We were able to save about 40 thousand by eliminating 
some of our multiple “time” broadcasts. 
 
There are many things that need to be done in the New Year.  I am hoping I get in the writing mode again:  
Poetry, Old Testament Key Chapters, Infant Baptism, more on the Holy Land, etc. 
 
I am trying to gain strength by exercising more.  It sure is difficult! 
 
I hope you have great plans for the New Year!  Set a goal!  Ask God’s directive in your life!  Make it challenging.  
Do something that will bring glory to God’s name. 
 
OUR SMALL ARMY 
We have fewer than 150 names on our mailing list.  That seems impossible!  Yet God has raised up several 
people on that list who give in the thousands of dollars each year.  God uses these people to keep us going in a 
meaningful way.  In addition to our mailing list, we have over one hundred families in our congregation that 
support The Word Today.  And the third branch of support comes from the budget of Our Shepherd’s 
congregation. 
 
The three sources (radio audience, members of Our Shepherd and the Our Shepherd budget) make up over 
90% of our annual budget. 
 
The mail audience includes numerous former members of Our Shepherd.  In December of 2009 we heard from 
79 families who are faithful donors. 
 
But, our country’s economic problems have taken a toll on the gifts.  Comparing 2008to 2009, these gifts are 
lower by 16% ($72,973 to $61,300).  In 2009 two of our major donors totaled 33% of the gifts. 
 
The giving in the congregation has remained quite good.  Considering the addition of God’s Work Today Fund 
(actually sending people to build on the mission field), which now stands at $35,000.00.  Combining these funds 
has enabled us to match what we did last year!  Praise God!  This is great!  The congregation member’s gifts 
and the budget line items make up over 90% of The Word Today budget for the year. 
 
Our three fund raisers (rummage sale, golf outing and shrimp sale) actually went upward! 
 
Our invested reserves had to be dipped into three times ($275,000.00) during the slow summer months.  But, 
they came back strong and the appreciation and interest not only replaced the funds, but also moved us forward. 
 
Financial concerns continue to plague some of our families.  Three major donors have informed us that next 
year their gifts will be less by $30,000.00.  So, we are adjusting the “air-time” budget by minus $40,000.00.  So 
far this has not required us to drop any languages, just the number of broadcasts during the week. 
 

We want to keep a balanced budget and avoid debt! 
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The Bible is God’s Word . . . Jesus is God’s “Word” made flesh . . . 
His death and resurrection, the message needed Today. 

 
So then—where are we?  We ended the year in the black!   We saw many people come to the Lord! 
 
Our prayer for 2010: 
 1.  That our radio audience donors will grow…in number and in donations. 
 2.  Our Shepherd members will stay strong. 
 3.  Our investments will prosper. 
 4.  Our fund raisers will be successful. 
 
Rejoice!  That is a lot of talk about money, but I want you to know the facts! 
 
Most ministries have 25% - 35% overhead.  We have none!  No debt, no staff, etc.  We are in great shape!  
Praise God!  Rejoice that every penny you give goes directly to work for the Lord! 
         
        Sincerely, 
        Paul R. Schroeder 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
The theme for Our Shepherd Lutheran Church, home of The Word Today, is: Born Again in 2010!  The theme 
verse is from I Peter 1:23, “For you have been born again, not of perishable seed but imperishable, through the 
living and enduring word of God.”  
 
People may make New Year’s resolutions, but this is an entirely different matter; to be born again in Jesus’ name 
is to have an entirely new worldview, complete with the knowledge that Jesus Christ redeemed us from our sins 
and their consequences – damnation and suffering in Hell eternally! Being born again, or becoming a Christian, is 
life changing on every level, and has eternal consequences – a life forever in the presence of God in Heaven!  
 
Notice how we become born again, though the, “…living and enduring word of God.” God’s power is 
incomprehensible! He speaks and the Earth is formed. He bids and the breath of life is given to or taken from 
man. He utters condemnation and the Earth is flooded (See Genesis 6-8 for the flood account). He chastises and 
the storm subsides in obedience (Matthew 8). God’s Word is his power at work.  
 
When you were born again it was because Gods’ living Word was working in you. God enlivens people with the 
message of the Good News of Christ, and his seal of love, the baptismal formula in the name of the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit, seals us into Christ’s name (Matthew 28:18-20). Make it your goal to grow in appreciation of this 
mystery, and to live a life with greater application of Gods’ will for you. And by all means, lead someone else to 
become born again! This is your greatest privilege and joy, to assist someone else to have a “fresh start” with God 
by being Born Again in 2010!  
 
MARRIAGE  
Yahoo News reported on Dec. 15

th
 that an international study involving over 34,000 people confirms the 

abundance of marriage, this time revealing the incident of depression and anxiety reduced for married persons. It 
also reduces risks of substance abuse among women. Conversely, divorce has pervasive negative effects on 
both genders, including making people vulnerable to depression.  The world sees marriage as a disposable 
relationship, however, as research shows there is a price attached.  
 
SEXUAL HARASSMENT ACROSS ARAB WORLD  
Harassment of women is largely unchecked in the Muslim world. Sometimes it is so extensive that women who 
are already fully covered (due to Sharia law) are afraid of venturing out in public. Some have their husbands go to 
the market for them. In some countries like Yemen as many as 90 percent of the women have been verbally or 
physically abused!  
 
Islam intends on conforming people through threat of punishment of Allah. This does nothing to curb inward sinful 
thoughts and actions; they are only modified to skirt the laws. Often, women suffer the most in such societies. The 
only way to curb such behavior is through a thankful and repentant spirit which comes through forgiveness from 
Jesus Christ.  
        
       Blessings! 
       Douglas W. Schroeder 
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