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PURPOSE IN LIVING

Lately I've seen all manner of freak accidents and seemingly senseless deaths. A
woman trainer at Sea World is dragged into the tank by a Killer Whale which drowns
her. A Slovenian man who fought to save his vicious dogs from being euthanized was
himself mauled to death by them. Top skier CR Johnson a day ago, after coming back
from a traumatic injury which left him in a coma for a month, died while skiing a
wicked chute.

Is it just me, or are people making incredibly poor decisions in life howadays? I don't
think it's that I'm “getting older”; I've always had an inner governor which has kept me
from taking too extreme of risks. What's worse is that the mentality of people today is
that, “They died doing what they love.” How quaint. How utterly meaningless! So,
what'’s the big advantage of living a life in which you push for se/fgratification at all
costs? I would say you have wasted your life if that’s your goal.

Jesus put it succinctly, “*What does it profit a man if he gains the whole world but loses
his soul (Matthew 16:26)?"” While I do not know the spiritual disposition of the persons
cited above who died, I do know what Christ said, “Whoever wants to save his life will
lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it (v.25).” The Christian life is
inherently one of service, not self-service. God did not put us here to fill our days with
obsession about how we are to gratify ourselves, but rather how we are to use our
talents to serve others and glorify Him.

Typically at the core of the narcissistic life is the belief in Evolutionary Theory; after all,
why not concentrate on self if it’s all about natural selection? Belief in Christ inherently
gives life meaning beyond just having fun and doing what you wish. It forces us to
take a more mature perspective, to sacrifice on behalf of others, as Jesus did for us.

REGARDING DEPRESSION

I just heard on the news this morning a study which showed that people suffering
depression having a belief in a personal god fare much better than those who do not.
This is not surprising, and I recently preached on that very topic, that our mental state
is only “whole” when we are linked to God in a relationship with him. God made us to
be in relationship with Him, so it's not conducive to better health to be apart from Him.
In mental anguish the Psalmist cries out, "Why are you downcast, O my soul? Why so
disturbed within me? (Psalm 42:5),” This may have been the anguish of depression.
Note that part of the antidote (I also strongly urge seeking help through medical
channels) lies in his recognition of help from God as he says to himself, “Put your hope
in God, for I will yet praise Him, my Savior and my God.”
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The Bible is God’s Word . . . Jesus is God’s “Word” made flesh . . .
His death and resurrection, the message needed Today.

IGNORANCE OF THE GOSPEL

Do not assume that people in our society have been exposed to the Gospel in any
meaningful way. Just because people might say they know what Christianity is about
does not mean they understand it! An acquaintance from the health club the other day
related that a friend saw his Bible sitting on the table and asked, “What does that ‘t’
stand for?” The man was looking at the symbol of the cross on the cover of the Bible
and he didn't know what it meant! We have people who are in their twenties and thirties
now, much less teens, who have not had significant exposure to the Christian worldview
because their parents sheltered them from it.

Consequently, there is an incredible degree of arrogance among those who know some
Christians, who think they understand the Word. They do not. Meanwhile, Christians
who have stopped studying, and have failed to keep up on their commitment to be
disciples (students) of Christ have lost their edge and feel intimidated regarding
witnessing because they feel incompetent due to lack of knowledge. This is a poor
situation, and one that must be rectified immediately. If you are going to make a
difference in people’s lives you need exposure to the Scriptures. Read it, play it on CD,
download it — I don't care how you infuse God’s Word into your life, but understand that
we've got too many Biblically illiterate people in the church and too few disciples! Please
make the choice to be one of the truly useful people for the Kingdom!

OOOPS! WE RAN OUT!

Europium, Lanthanum, Neodymium — these and other rare elements are in short supply.
These “rare earths” are used to manufacture fantastic products like flat screen TVs and
light bulbs. God has abundantly provided for mankind’s needs, but mankind consistently
thinks he needs more than enough. Deposits of such tantalizing substances as Tantalum
are found around the world, but China is the only nation fully processing them. In the
future China may call the shots on pricing of these hard to get substances.

Of course, if production were put in place here we could compete. However, there is
always a price, whether in terms of safety of workers or environmentally. And what
happens when we simply run out? Human genius has always found ways to circumvent
shortages, but it does remind us of the End, doesn't it? The Earth is not inexhaustible,
nor eternal. It's a resource which is rapidly being used up by rabid consumers. It's
idolatry to turn it into a deity and demand sustainability as thinly cloaked nature
worship. However, it's also folly to expect that with 7 billion people clamoring for more
that we'll all get it. Before the Lord brings this grand experiment called life on Earth to a
conclusion we may in some aspects be forced to default to simpler things for one reason
— we ran out of resources!

Blessings!
Douglas W. Schroeder
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