First Baptist Church, 200 East New York Avenue, Southern Pines, North Carolina 28387

From the Pastor’s Pen

August 2018

I want to thank the church for my sabbatical time in which I was able to participate
in an archaeological dig in Israel around Jezreel Valley. I had a wonderful time, and I
plan to share from my experience on the first Wednesday back in September. Each day
was an adventure for which I will always be grateful. We began work each morning at
5:00 a.m., worked until 1:00 p.m., and then returned to the kibbutz (an Israeli community
where we lived during our stay) for lunch. We then spent the afternoon identifying and
labeling what we had found on the dig. I am preparing a photo presentation that will give
an overview of my time. I hope you will be here on Wednesday evening, September 5,
to learn what happens on a dig.

Summer Bible Study: Lessons from the Gospel of John
I am planning a Bible Study for the Wednesdays in August at 10:00 a.m. in Room 216. We’ll look at some selected texts
to explore a key theme of John’s gospel: Life and Witness. This theme offers us an important dimension of our understanding
of the church. We will examine Jesus’ act of healing, his discourse on eternal life, and what these works and words mean for the
church today as we sort through our own self-understanding. We will, also, spend significant time understanding John’s major
theme of bearing witness to Jesus and how we, too, are called to bear witness to him.
August 1:
August 8:
August 15:
August 22:

Service of Communion and Prayers, followed by a brief introduction to the gospel of John
The Healing of the Man at the Pool of Bethsaida (John 5:1-26)
Life and Eternal Life in John’s Gospel (John 1, 10, and 17)
Who Speaks for Jesus? (John 5:31-47)

I hope you will join us for this time of study.

XÅÑÄÉçxx TÑÑÜxv|tà|ÉÇ
Tom Allen — 20 Years of Service
Contributed by Buddy Lambert, Chair, Personnel Committee

This month, we celebrate Tom Allen's 20th anniversary at First Baptist Church of
Southern Pines. Tom received his Master of Divinity degree from Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in 1989 and his Doctor of Ministry from Baylor University in 2004.
In 1992, Tom became Minister of Education at Ridge Road Baptist Church in Raleigh,
North Carolina. In August of 1998, Tom accepted the call to come to Southern Pines to
become Minister of Education and Administration here at First Baptist Church. Tom wears
many hats in this role. He coordinates adult education and new member orientation. He leads small group studies, supervises
support staff, and oversees food services and custodial services along with our computer network. He is the staff liaison to
many committees as well as preaching and pastoral care. Tom is a wonderfully gifted writer who is able to express his
thoughts and memories as evidenced by the many articles published, ranging from heart-warming stories of his childhood and
his family to the making of peanut brittle at Christmas. We have also sung his published compositions in worship. We are
grateful for Tom's ministry and leadership in serving Christ. Please join me in celebrating his 20th anniversary.
We will honor Tom's 20 years at First Baptist Southern Pines at both the 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services on Sunday,
August 19.

Member Information
Welcome New Members!
*New members are listed in bold-face type.

Joined July 8, 2018:
Ron and Sherry Rallis
Son: Nick
7673 Wilkins Drive
Fayetteville, NC 28311
(714) 309-0814
rrallis@verizon.net

Joys & Concerns
Congratulations
• to Jerry and Michele Pendley upon the birth of their

grandson, Cooper Scott Pendley, born June 23. Proud
parents are Jeremy and Ashley. Big sister is Avery, and
proud aunt is Melissa.

Hospitalizations and Procedures
• Judy Miles, Dorothy Garner, Ollie Taylor, Doris Bowman,

Susan Trudell, Paula Hopkins, Ken Howell, Kathy Elliott,
Carolyn Harris

Christian Love and Sympathy
• to Cindy and Franz Howard and family upon the dying

unto Christ of Cindy’s mother, Sadie Byrd
• to Wayne Jordan and family upon the dying unto Christ of
•

•
•
•
•

•

his sister-in-law, Linda Hunt
to Bobbie Shira, Clare Martin, and family upon the dying
unto Christ of long-time church member, Carol Woolley.
Carol was Bobbie’s aunt and Clare’s mother.
to Brad, Melonie, Meagan, and Thomas Pusser upon the
dying unto Christ of Brad’s father, Herman Lamar Pusser
to Gray and Donna Linzel and their son, Gray III, upon the
dying unto Christ of Gray’s father, Jesse Gray Linzel
to Betty Rorie upon the dying unto Christ of her son,
“Rorie”
to Rebecca Ritter Shands and family upon the dying unto
Christ of her husband, David. Rebecca is the daughter of
Arlene Ritter.
to the Bennett family

We are beginning the process
CHURC
H
of renovating the stucco on the
U N D ER
C
ONSTR
Sanctuary exterior. This work will
UCTION
continue through most of the month
of August and the early days of
September. This may involve some disruption of entry
into the Sanctuary. Your cooperation is appreciated as
we work with the contractors on this project.
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Narrative Report on Financial Position /
FBCSP
Second Quarter, 2018 vs Second Quarter, 2017
Prepared by John R. Beith, CCA, CCBA, Church Treasurer
Weekly giving averaged $21,754 for the second quarter of
2018 compared with $23,256 for the second quarter of 2017.
Through the end of June, pledged offerings received were
44.48% of the amount committed for 2018 (5.52% less than
the 50% projected) while non-pledged offerings were 48.33%
of the total (1.67% less than the projection for the same period).
The church’s operating cash flow decreased $82,504 in the
second quarter of 2018, with expenses now exceeding receipts
by $29,181. Our giving goal through June 2018 was approximately $17,279 less than projected. By comparison, cash flow
in the second quarter of 2017 decreased $27,517, but receipts
still exceeded expenses by $7,950. Our giving goal through
June 2017 was approximately $4,875 more than projected.
The age of accounts payable remained consistent at approximately four (4) to five (5) days. Debt as a percentage of total
receipts for the second quarter was 9.23% which continues to
fall within acceptable parameters. The mortgage balance on
June 30, 2018, was $260,239 compared with $373,303 on June
30, 2017 ($113,064 less).
The balance in the Capital Improvement Fund on June 30,
2018, is now $101,200 after two gifts were received during the
quarter in the amount of $5,000. However, these gifts were
restricted for a special purpose. Major repairs to the exterior
of our buildings will begin in August.
The Annie Armstrong Easter and CBF Global Missions Easter
Offerings goal for 2018 was $6,500. Through the end of June,
2018, we received $8,306, exceeding this year’s goal by
$1,806. In addition, our Pentecost Offering goal for 2018 was
$4,000, and, by the end of the second quarter, we received
$5,128. Thank you for supporting these two mission efforts.
Our General Endowment Fund balance on June 30, 2018, was
$355,455 which includes $94,990 received from a gift annuity
contract established by Jo Ellen Yates in 2013. This balance
also includes $2,503 in additional income and portfolio value
for the quarter. The balance on June 30, 2018, in the Jeannie H.
Jordan Memorial Endowment for the benefit of our Sonshine
Learning Center was $62,249. As always, please contact me
if you would like more information on how you can leave a
legacy gift to The First Baptist Church of Southern Pines.

STEWARDSHIP REPORT
Giving Goals for July 22, 2018 .............................. 20,538.00
Budget Offerings Received on 07/22/18 ................ 12,323.14
Total Budget Offerings Received in 2018 ........... 692,983.03
Giving Goal through 07/22/18 ............................. 724,328.00
Receipts to Date Comparison with Goal ...............(31,344.97)

Library News
Contributed by Sandra Langford

FROM THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION
Christian Education Appreciation Luncheon
Volunteers are the lifeblood of every church. You
help us fulfill our mission to "proclaim the gospel, nurture
disciples, and serve others." On Sunday, August 19, we
want to say "thank you" to those of you who serve under the
umbrella of Christian education at First Baptist. We'll gather
for lunch in Fellowship Hall following the 11:00 a.m. service
for a time of fellowship and an opportunity for ministerial
staff to express our gratitude for all you do. The luncheon
is for Sunday school teachers, music and mission leaders,
childcare workers, our Media Library committee, and others
who nurture through service. There is no cost, and you may
bring a guest. You may make a reservation online at
www.fbcsp.org, call the church office at (910) 692-8750,
or complete a reservation card you will be receiving in the
mail. I hope to see you on August 19!

New in the Media Library . . .
Additions to the Interpretation Commentary
series:
•

Ephesians, Colossians, and Philemon
by Ralph Martin

•

First and Second Timothy and Titus
by Thomas C. Oden

•

First and Second Peter, James, and Jude
by Pheme Perkins
Another novel in the Amish
Secrets series:
•

Her Brother’s Keeper by Beth Wiseman

Training Extravaganza 2018
The Raleigh Baptist Association, with the support of
several other associations including our Sandhills Association,
is sponsoring "Back to the Basics," an annual training extravaganza with breakout sessions for deacons, teachers, and
mission leaders. The event is hosted by Hayes Barton Baptist
Church in Raleigh on Saturday, August 18. The day begins
with a continental breakfast from 8:30 to 9:00 a.m. followed
by two training sessions. The event ends at noon. First
Baptist will provide transportation to and from the event on
that Saturday morning. We'll leave the lower church parking
lot at 7:15 a.m. and stop for lunch on the way home. Breakout
session topics and information about event leaders can be
found at www.raleighbaptists.org. Call or send me an email
if interested.

Fall Programming Begins September 5!
Our Wednesday Night Suppers and fall programming
for children, youth, and adults begin on September 5. Youth
and children will go to their respective music and/or missions
classes that evening. Adults will gather in the Sanctuary to
hear about David Helms' sabbatical and archaeological dig in
Israel's Jezreel Valley. New BridgePoints begin September 12
with adult small groups that include "Transformation Through
the Spiritual Disciplines," an "Intentional Parenting" class,
classes for crafters, and more. Watch the September issue of
The Tie for more details.
I hope you'll join in one of our small group gatherings,
and embrace the spirit of food, fellowship, and faith. It's not
too early to make your standing supper reservations online or
by completing a blue reservation card in the pew rack.
Looking forward to the new church year that awaits!
Tom

Stock Up on
SCHOOL SUPPLIES
for Operation
Christmas Child!
The season for sharing the love of Jesus
to children all over the world is almost here!
With school supplies being on sale, now is a great time
to get a head start on filling our shoeboxes for
Operation Christmas Child before the busy season starts!

Dedication Sunday
November 11

National Collection
Week
November 12-19
No liquids, war toys, candy, or toothpaste, please.
Please remember to enclose a shipping donation of $9.00
with each shoebox.

Sign Up for Sanctuary Flowers
Church members and friends may honor or
remember a loved one with flowers in the
Sanctuary on a Sunday morning. Call Debbie
in the church office at (910) 692-8750 to sign
up. The cost is $50. Thank you for adding
beauty to our Sanctuary!
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Youth Happenings
August Schedule
We will continue to meet during the month of August for Bible
study and fun, leading up to our kickoff on August 26. Eat
dinner before you come. Only snacks will be provided. Below
is a schedule of the meeting dates.
Sunday, August 5, 12, 19, and 26
Sunday School

9:45-10:45 a.m.

Sunday, August 5
No Youth Meeting (I am on vacation in Alaska!)

cost of one lunch and one dinner. Money is due by Sunday,
August 26 (Youth Kickoff). There are 30 spots available, so
sign up now! Hope to see you there.

Fall Retreat at Caswell
Friday, October 19—Sunday, October 21
The Fall Retreat this year will be October 19-21. This trip is
for both middle school and high school. This Fall Retreat will
fill up fast, so get your deposit in ASAP. The cost of the trip
is $150.00. A $50.00 deposit holds your spot and is due now.
The balance for the trip is due October 14. Make plans to join
us for an exciting weekend of praise, worship, and getting
closer to God. See you at the beach!
Thank you for being part of FBCSPYG!
Bryan

Sunday, August 12
No Youth Meeting
Sunday, August 19
Youth Connection #3 at Southern Pines
4:00-6:00 p.m.
Memorial Park with Brownson Memorial
Presbyterian Church and Emmanuel Episcopal
Church
Sunday, August 26
Youth Kickoff at FBCSP

6:00-8:00 p.m.

Be looking for your invitation to this year’s
Youth Kickoff!

Class of 2018 High
School Graduate
Congratulations! We wish
you well. May God bless you
in your future endeavors.

Grandchild of First Baptist Members
Chandler Elizabeth Smith, granddaughter of John and
Kathryn Kinney — Chandler graduated on June 14 from
Deep Run High School in Glen Allen, Virginia (Richmond
area). She will attend Randolph-Macon College in
Ashland, Virginia, this fall.

Youth Summer Water Park Trip
Friday, August 17
Let’s end the summer with a splash! All youth are invited to
join us at Wet ’n Wild Emerald Pointe Water Park in
Greensboro on Friday, August 17, for a day of fun and sun.
It will also give our youth a chance to meet our rising 7th
graders and welcome them to our group. You can sign up on
the youth room bulletin board or call the church office. The
cost of the trip is $25.00 which covers your admission ticket
to the park and transportation. Lunch will be the responsibility of the youth. I have space for 30 people to sign up. I hope
you will make plans to join us, and please feel free to invite
your friends!

CBF Youth Rafting Retreat
Saturday, September 1—Monday, September 3
Get out your life vests and paddles—we’re going white water
rafting! We will go to the Blue Ridge Assembly in South
Asheville. The cost of the trip is $150.00 per person plus the
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FAMILIES

Ministry
Make sure to stay connected with everything happening with
the Children & Families at First Baptist. Mark your calendars
for these upcoming Children & Families events!

Terrific Tuesdays Continue Through July 31
Open to children in Grades 1-6. Sign up by Monday, July 30,
by calling the church office at (910) 692-8750. To volunteer
to help, contact Bryan Moore at bmoore@pinehurst.net. Your
child must have a “Permission and Medical Release Form”
on file. You can download and print the form online at
www.fbcsp.org.
Tuesday, July 31 — SPLASH PAD!
We will meet at the Splash Pad in Pinehurst at 5:00 p.m. for
fun as we cool off from the heat of summer! Bring your
parents!

Summer Sunday School Continues Through
August 19
Children in Grades 1-6 will continue to meet at 9:45 a.m. in
Room 138 for a fun and educational time of Bible study and
Bible skills. Summer Sunday School isn’t just your regular
Sunday school! Check it out!

New Sunday School Year Begins!
Sunday, August 26
All children will go to their new Sunday School classes this
morning. Please note, there is a change in classes this year:
1st-3rd will combine, and 4th-6th will combine.

Bible Presentation and Promotion
Sunday, August 26 — 11:00 AM
Rising 1st graders and rising 7th graders will receive Bibles
during 11:00 worship.

Backpack Blessing
Sunday, August 26 — 8:30 and 11:00 AM
Students and adults are invited to bring their backpack, laptop
case, or briefcase to worship. We will pray for and bless
students, teachers, and all school employees. All we pray for
will receive a small gift….even if they forget their backpacks!

P.I.P. (Parents In Prayer)
Parenting has been called the hardest job in the world and the
only job where there is no step-by-step instruction manual.
Maybe there is a reason for that in the created order of things.
We were created for relationships and dependence on our
Heavenly Father. Asking God for instruction, direction, and
peace along the parenting path is what the scriptures teach
consistently. Family life depicted in the Bible looks a lot like
our modern-day families. There are times of obedience, rebellion, joy, sadness, love, disdain, affection, rejection, hope, and
despair. In the midst of all our ups and downs of living, the
one constant is God’s presence and love. “I will never leave
you or forsake you.” Jesus
Prayer is our ability to remain connected mentally and
emotionally to God. He created us to communicate with him.
“Pray without ceasing . . .”
Parents, join me for the remaining two sessions of 40 Days
of Prayer by Rick Warren, a DVD series with small group
discussion and prayer time. These sessions will guide our
season of prayer.
Sundays — 4:00 PM — Room 216
August 12 • August 26
With gratitude,
Carolyn
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“Firmly Planted”
Unshakable Faith & Leadership
Saturday, August 4 — 9:00 AM-3:00 PM
First Baptist Church of Pinehurst
Being a leader in any context can be difficult. There are
seasons where you wonder if the work you are doing really
matters, but it does! This gathering will focus on encouraging
and equipping leaders to live out their specific ministry calling
within their churches and communities. If you have been in
leadership many years, are a brand new leader, or are feeling
the call to lead, you won’t want to miss “Firmly Planted”!
To register for this gathering, visit www.wmunc.org/training.
You may also contact Amanda Martinsen at
(919) 882-2344 ext. 208 or amartinsen@wmunc.org.
Breakout Sessions
Event Planning • Preventing Leadership Burnout • Prayer •
How to Run a Group Meeting • Church & Associational
Leadership • Missions Idea Swap • Age-Level Training
(CAs, GAs, Acteens, SHINE/Young Women,
Women on Mission) • and much more!
Featured Speaker: Tara Furman of Knowing God Ministries
The cost is $25 which includes lunch and
the 2018-2019 Missions Leader Planning
Guide (formerly the WMU Year Book).
Childcare is available for children ages 4-10.

WMU OPPORTUNITIES
YÉÜ à{x _tw|xá Éy à{x V{âÜv{
Harvest Laborers
Harvest Laborers meets on the second Tuesday of each
month at various locations and times. For more information,
contact Nelda Cockman at nrc67@nc.rr.com or
(910) 673-2342, or Karen Griffin at
karenhgriffin1@gmail.com or (910) 690-3274.

Mission Action Group
The Mission Action Group meets on the third Monday
of each month at 11:45 a.m. in Room 206. For more
information, contact Lorena Arnold at (910) 692-3275.
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NOTES

In addition, singing is downright fun! There are social
benefits to singing. We can talk about those another time,
but for now…

Let’s Be “FRANCK”

for SINGERS & SENIORS

Music Ministry
Sing Praises to God!
Our largest choir sings more often than any other choir,
yet never rehearses. This choir has an extensive repertoire
and most often sings out of the same collection of songs. It
includes the highly trained soloist and the untrained vocalist,
singing the same notes at the same time (give or take). This
very special choir is, of course, the congregation. Who should
sing in this choir? All who have praises to sing and God’s
love in their hearts. As Henry Van Dyke said:
Use what talents you possess;
The woods would be very silent
If no birds sang there
Except those that sang best.
Sing your praise to God with the voice he gave you, regardless
of the musical talents he gave you. God delights in and appreciates the heartfelt praises of his people.

Improve Your Skills
If you would like to sharpen and improve your singing skills
while expressing your praise, I encourage you to participate in
any of our other choirs which rehearse regularly. Our graded
choirs are all beginning in a few weeks, and we always
welcome additional singers in the Sanctuary Choir and One
Voice (youth choir). If you have the desire to sing and to
grow musically, ask Greg for more information about singing
in our choirs.

Does the thought of CHOPIN all over for a place for great
spiritual fellowship and fun have you un-RAVEL-ed? Keep
reading, and don’t FRET—this article will only take a
MINUET of your TIME.
Have you ever wanted to be a part of a winning team but your
BIZET schedule just would not HANDEL it?
Well, HOLST everything!
WALTZ right on OVER-TURE our choir room, and
COMPOSE yourself for a great time at our Sanctuary Choir
rehearsal. Many of your friends are already in choir! You’ll
find an open chair all the time and new friends OFFEN BACH
to BACH. The only cost is your time from 7:30-8:30 every
Wednesday (7:00-8:00 during the summer). With a price like
that, you’ll never go BAROQUE, because the dividends last
for eternity.
Please TELEMANN (or a woman) where the great opportunity
is HAYDN. So, take NOTE, and join the choir today. See me
for more details…
(Another benefit of singing in the choir: plenty of bad jokes
from the director.)
Greg

Senior Adult Ministry
Contributed by Roger and Carol Wilson
We hope everyone is having a great summer!

Did You Know…
…there are health benefits to singing? There are. Scientific
studies have shown that getting involved in making music in
a choir has significant benefits to your mind and physiology.
Here are just a few:
1. Singing strengthens the immune system.
2. Singing is rigorous physical activity that includes
a lot of deep breathing.
3. Singing can improve your posture.
4. Singing can help you sleep better.
5. Singing is a natural anti-depressant (it releases
endorphins).
6. Singing lowers stress levels.
See this article for more
information on the health
benefits
of singing:
https://
www.gramophone.co.uk/
features/focus/the-healthbenefits-of-singing
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We are looking forward to September as we begin our new
year for Seniors on the Move with special music provided by
“The Five Tenors” on Monday, September 10, at 5:00 p.m.
Please bring a covered dish, side dish, or dessert to share.
Remember, someone will be at the old portico door on the
lower level to assist you with your covered dish.

We would like to have your input on our
Senior Adult Ministry and have enclosed a
survey for you to complete. Please include
your comments, and drop off the survey at
the church office or place in the Suggestion
Box located on the Senior Adult Bulletin
Board in the hallway adjacent to Fellowship
Hall. Thank you!
Please be watching for updates and more details in the bulletin
and on the bulletin board.

NOTES OF GRAT TUDE
Dear Church Family,
Thank you so much for the many kindnesses shown to us
since our mom passed away. The visits, calls, and cards have
meant so much to us. The beautiful Peace Lily is a reminder
of our friends here at First Baptist. And it’s during these sad
times that we especially count our friends as blessings. This
church family meant a lot to Mom, both when she attended
and when you reached out and visited her at Penick. Thank
you for the love and friendships our family have shared here.
Michele Pendley, Sherlyn Dibble, and Steve Yates
and our families
[the family of Jo Ellen Yates]
To all,
Thank you so much for your thoughtfulness. I will truly
enjoy the beautiful knitted gift you sent to me.
I appreciate so much the love, your thoughtfulness! Keep
me in your prayers!
Love,
Martha Lancaster
To all the wonderful staff members and members of the
church,
Thank you so very much for the beautiful Peace Lily in
memory of my mother, Carol Woolley. The church family
was such a huge part of her life and happiness, and has
become a family to me, too, over the years.
My family and I love and appreciate you all. Know that
“the Thomas girls” are smiling down on everyone. God bless
each and every one of you!
Clare Martin, Melissa Hilton, and Marti Hahn
To my First Baptist Church family,
I would like to thank all of you for the many acts of
kindness shown to me and my family during the loss of my
sweet mama. The calls, cards, visits, and flowers remind me
of God’s never-ending love and peace. We are truly blessed.
Cindy and Franz Howard
Dear Church Family,
Thank you so much for the Bible that I received on
Graduation Sunday. I will cherish it deeply as I head off to
school next year and use it greatly in reminding me that God
has a plan for me. Thank you again.
Love,
Will Helms
Dear First Baptist Church,
The Rev. Bryan Moore brought a crew of youth and adult
leaders to the Orlando Union Rescue Mission last week [June
16-24], and their ministry to the Mission’s guests was magnificent. The Mission provides long-term, residential programs
to our guests—the men, women, and children who live with
us. We now have 256 guests in our two facilities—12 single
men in our Men’s Home, and 136 men, women, and children
in our Family Home.

One group of First Baptist saints worked with our children
at the Family Home. Your kids conducted an inspiring, fun,
and instructive VBS, and they conveyed the love of Jesus to
our kids in tangible, profound ways. The Mission children and
the First Baptist group parted reluctantly—with tears of joy
and expressions of love—when the week ended.
The other First Baptist angels spent the week painting the
exterior of our new Men’s Home which we are calling Project
Hope. Those workers were indefatigable, impressing the construction superintendent at the facility which is undergoing a
complete renovation. Bryan’s crew used more than 62 gallons
of paint, applying one coat of primer and two finish coats to
the guest rooms.
Both groups did much more than provide their labor and
love—they ultimately helped transform the lives of our guests.
Because of their efforts, our guests will experience the love of
God personally and get the functional help they need to ensure
they are never homeless again. That transition is possible only
because of the way volunteers like the First Baptist heroes
express the love of Christ through their work. Thank you for
leading a church that operates so effectively as the hands and
feet of Jesus and serves “the least of these my brethren” with
such faith and joy. You have blessed the Mission and our
guests beyond description, and we love you more than we can
say. God bless you and First Baptist of Southern Pines.
In His service,
Fred B. Clayton
President and CEO
Orlando Union Rescue Mission
Dear Bryan and the saints at FBC Southern Pines,
After many years of conducting children’s ministries or
being involved in some fashion of VBS programs, the one that
your team planned for our children last week [June 16-24]
was undoubtedly one of the best. They were outstanding,
remarkable, fantastic, on target, creative, exceptional, marvelous, spectacular, exciting, and imaginative. Your leaders
brightened our days, and your youth were all of the comments
above and more. They made our week. It’s been a long time
since I have seen most of the children and youth, along with
some adults, crying because the week was over.
Your youth are winners and a treasure that I know you and
their parents are extremely proud of.
Many blessings to you and your leaders for the future.
Please plan another trip to visit us again.
Sincerely,
Dwainn Arnett
Orlando Union Rescue Mission
Dear First Baptist Church,
Thank you so much for the beautiful
plant. The death of my father has been
very difficult, but the support and kindness from our church family have been
comforting. I feel blessed to be part of
such a wonderful Christian community.
Sincerely,
Gray Linzel
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