First Baptist Church, 200 East New York Avenue, Southern Pines, North Carolina 28387

From the Pastor’s Pen

September 2018

See You in September!
We begin a new season of life together this fall. We are prayerfully planning A Season of Transformation: Seeking
God’s Grace and Goodness. Paul’s words in Romans 12:2 will guide our times together: “Be transformed by the renewing
of your minds.” Each week we will seek the Spirit of God to touch us with his transforming grace to shape us more and more
into the image of Christ. I hope all of us will sincerely seek God’s transformation each day. Below is a guide to our emphasis
on Sundays, followed by our mid-week guide for Wednesday evening spiritual formation, and our monthly gathering, called
2nd Friday at First. All of these opportunities are intended to give us an occasion for God’s Spirit to renew and transform us
individually and corporately.
Sundays in September
Text
September 2
Philippians 4:23
Season of Transformation Begins
September 9
Psalm 51; Luke 18:12-14
September 16
Diaconate Ordination
September 23
Luke 4:1-12

Title
“By the Grace of Jesus and for the Glory of God”
“The Place to Begin—Honest to God”
“The Temptation to Talk Ourselves Out of Following”

On Sunday evenings, Tina Finkelstein will be facilitating a women’s study on transformation by Beth Moore entitled,
“The Quest.” See Tom’s article for the details.
Wednesdays in September
September 5
“Digging in the Dirt,” David’s Presentation on “The Dig at Jezreel”
September 12
“Introduction to Spiritual Formation”
September 19
“Living with God” (Genesis 3:1-13)
September 26
“Talking with God” (Matthew 6:5-13)
2nd Friday at First (7:00 p.m. in the foyer of the preschool area) is a monthly coffeehouse gathering where we’ll enjoy
some Christian music, informal conversation, a cup of good coffee, and a cookie. What we are learning about transformation
is that it grows out of community. So we are seeking to provide a place for connecting with one another in our journey of
transformation. Be sure to park in the parking lots off of Ashe Street, either the paved or grassy lots.

Digging in the Dirt
I will share with the congregation my experience on the Jezreel Archaeological Dig. Jezreel is a strategic site for
understanding the Bible’s provocative story of King Ahab and his artful wife, Jezebel, in their encounter with Naboth and his
cherished vineyard. One of the questions we will ask is, “Have archaeologists found Naboth’s famous vineyard?” We will, also,
talk about why this site was so vital to every civilization that occupied this land. I will show you a photo of the gem I found at
Jezreel. The experience for me was a once-in-a-lifetime endeavor for which I will always be grateful.

Operation Inasmuch will be held Saturday, November 3.

Let’s mark our calendars for this one-day blitz of missions

ministry in our community!

Catching Up!
At this writing, we have slipped behind in our annual budget. We often get behind during the summer months, but this
year the gap is larger than previous years. I want to encourage all of us to review our commitments and help us close the gap as
we begin a new season of learning and faith. We can do this if we work together and for the glory of God.

Member Information
Change of Address
Charles and Judy O’Quinn
66 South Shamrock Drive
Jackson Springs, NC 27281
Jennifer Bowles
1408 Churchill Downs Drive
Aberdeen, NC 28315

FIFTH SUNDAY
FELLOWSHIP
September 30

Joys & Concerns
Hospitalizations and Procedures
• Paula Hopkins, Kathy Elliott, Elaine Tucker, Nancy Dare,

E. J. Faircloth, Mary McCulloch, Randall McCarver,
Ann Albright

Christian Love and Sympathy
• to the family of Mike Tardif upon his dying unto Christ on

July 25
• to Cill Tilson and family upon the dying unto Christ of her
mother, Ollie Taylor

Thank
You to Kathy Farren, Nelda Cockman,
and the Diaconate for planning and preparing the
Fifth Sunday Luncheon on July 29 in honor of
David’s 35th anniversary. Special thanks to
Cleta Hubbard for her beautiful centerpieces.

5:00 PM — Fellowship Hall
All are welcome!
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Please let us know if you would like to make
a container of ice cream to share!

STEWARDSHIP REPORT
Giving Goals for August 19, 2018 ......................... 20,805.00
Budget Offerings Received on 08/19/18 ................ 14,497.32
Total Budget Offerings Received in 2018 ........... 775,522.77
Giving Goal through August 19, 2018 ................. 821,910.00
Receipts to Date Comparison with Goal .............. (46,387.23)
Receipts to Date: “Debt Free in 2019”..................... 1,965.00

September 14
7 PM
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See David’s cover
article for details!

Wednesday Night Suppers and
Programs Are Back!
Come join in one of our gatherings, and embrace
the spirit of faith, food, and fellowship!
To make a supper reservation,
visit our website at www.fbcsp.org,
fill out a blue reservation card in the pew racks,
or contact the church office no later than
12 noon on the preceding Tuesday.
Adults and children ages 12 and up — $5
Children 4-11 — $2
Children 3 and under — $1

Coffee & Conversation — A Gathering for Women

FROM THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION
Fall BridgePoints Begin Wednesday, September 5!
Join us for dinner and learning opportunities for adults. The
dinner line opens at 5:15. The menu for this evening includes
oven roasted meatloaf, baked potato, steamed green peas, and
honey wheat rolls, with peach cobbler and vanilla ice cream
for dessert. Iced tea, lemonade, water, and coffee will be
available, and a sugar-free dessert will be offered. To make
weekly or permanent reservations, go to www.fbcsp.org, call
the church office at (910) 692-8750, or fill out a blue reservation card located in the pew racks. Adults and children ages
12 and up are $5, children 4-11 are $2, and children 3 and
under are $1.

“Digging in the Dirt” — September 5, 6:30 PM
David Helms will share his June sabbatical experience of being
part of an archaeological dig in the Jezreel Valley of Israel.
David was a member of a team from Campbell University
Divinity School that explored the history of this important Old
Testament site, the location of Naboth's vineyard (I Kings 21)
as well as battles recorded in the books of Judges, Samuel,
and Kings. David's presentation will be at 6:30 p.m. in the
Sanctuary, following our Wednesday evening meal.

“Connecting With God — Spiritual Formation
That Leads to Transformation”
Our theme in worship and on Wednesday evenings this fall
is "Transformation." We invite you to join us for an hour
on Wednesday evenings as we explore the topic in small
group settings. This group experience will offer practical
guidance for connecting on a deeply personal level with
God. Participants will uncover new places to look for God,
reflect on questions related to spiritual transformation, and
engage in activities to reinvigorate communication with God
in such traditional areas as prayer and Bible study. Topics
discussed in small group gatherings, apart from the larger
group, will be talking with God, listening to God through
creation, seeking God in silence, encountering God in dreams,
and wrestling with God. There is no cost for this group.
When:
Wednesdays, September 12—December 5
6:30-7:30 p.m.
Where:
Room 216, Adult Educational Wing
Facilitators: David Helms and Tom Allen

“Knit, Purl, and Pray”
Now in its 15th year, this group for knitters of all skill levels
continues to craft prayer shawls, chemo caps, and baby
blankets as a ministry of care and support. No experience
needed! Experienced knitters will have you knitting after the
first session!
When:
Wednesdays, beginning September 12
6:30-7:30 p.m.
Where:
Room 206, Adult Educational Wing
Facilitators: Melissa Bearfield and Nancy Butters

Interested in gathering with old and new friends in a casual
setting? Sandra Moody will once again host this small group
for women at her home in Southern Pines. The group's first
meeting will be Friday, October 5. at 9:00 a.m. The gathering
is limited to 12 women. If you are interested, please call
Sandra at (910) 725-0499.

Beth Moore Small Group Study of Women —
Begins Sunday Evening, September 9
In keeping with our worship and Wednesday night fall theme
of "Transformation," we're offering a seven-week small group
for women, using Beth Moore's The Quest: An Excursion
Toward Intimacy With God. The study reaches into Scripture
to explore how God created us to seek after Him. In this lifelong quest of faith, learn to develop your intimacy with Him
and embrace the adventure that comes with living a life for
God.
When:
September 9—October 21
6:00-7:00 p.m.
Where:
Room 216, Adult Educational Wing
Facilitator: Tina Finkelstein
Cost:
$10 for study guide
For more information or to sign up for this class, contact
Tina at finkelstein.t170@gmail.com or (910) 975-4679.

Blood Drive — September 11, 1:30-6:00 PM
Our Fellowship Hall will welcome the Red Cross once again
for our quarterly blood drive. First Baptist Church joins other
churches in the community with providing space for folks to
give the gift of life. Our goal for next month is 25 units. I hope
you'll roll up your sleeve and give.

Thanks a Million! to Susan Galbreith, Susan Trudell,
and Annette Galbreith for our wonderful Christian Education
Appreciation Luncheon on August 19. I’m grateful for each
person who gives of their talents and time to nurture others in
the faith.
A Word of Gratitude
Thank you so much for your kind and generous expressions
to celebrate my 20th anniversary at First Baptist. Your gifts,
texts, calls, and emails meant so much. I was overwhelmed
by your love and support. Beverly and I are grateful to live
and serve among you. We have you in our hearts.
Shalom,
Tom

We are in the process of renovating
CHURC
H
the stucco on the Sanctuary
U N D ER
C
ONSTR
exterior. This work will continue
UCTION
through mid-September. This may
involve some disruption of entry
into the Sanctuary. Your cooperation is appreciated as
we work with the contractors on this project.
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Youth Rafting Retreat
Saturday, September 1—Monday, September 3

Youth Happenings
Hey, Guys!
It’s hard to believe that summer is almost over and school
is back in full swing. I know everyone has had a busy and
exciting summer, and I hope you all are ready for a great year
with FBCSPYG.
Our Kickoff will be Sunday, August 26. You and their
families are encouraged to come and hear what exciting things
are coming in 2018-2019. Last year, over 103 youth and their
families were present and had a good time at our carnival as
they played games and heard about the many activities
planned for this year. It was exciting to hear about the retreats
and outreach projects, crazy nights, and worship events. Let’s
see if we can top that number. Dinner starts at 5:30 p.m., and
the program will begin at 6:00 p.m. Hope to see you here!
You may be asking what being a member of a Youth
Group is all about. Youth Group is where we grow in our
relationship with Christ and in our friendships with each
other. It is where we become better prepared to face the many
choices and temptations that the world offers. Youth Group
is where we become equipped to share God’s love with those
around us at school and at home. It’s something you don’t
want to miss.
I look forward to seeing you as we begin an exciting
journey together this year.
Yours in Christ,
Bryan

September Schedule
Sundays, September 9, 16, and 23*
Sunday School
9:45-10:45 a.m.
JuBELLation
4:00-5:00 p.m.
Youth Choir (9-12)
5:15-6:00 p.m.
Youth Bible Study (7-8)
5:15-6:00 p.m.
Youth Supper
6:00-6:30 p.m.
Youth Choir (7-8)
6:30-7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study (9-12)
6:30-7:30 p.m.
*No Youth on Sunday, September 2, due to rafting trip!
Sunday, September 30
JuBELLation
One Voice
Youth Supper
Youth Crazy Night:
“Photo Scavenger Hunt”

Fall Retreat at Caswell
Friday, October 19—Sunday, October 21
The Fall Retreat this year will be October 19-21. This trip is
for both middle school and high school. This Fall Retreat will
fill up fast, so get your deposit in ASAP. The cost of the trip
is $155.00. A $50.00 deposit holds your spot and is due now.
The balance for the trip is due October 14. Make plans to join
us for an exciting weekend of praise, worship, and getting
closer to God. We have 62 students signed up at this point.
Only 10 spots remain, so sign up quickly. Hope to see you at
the beach!

Youth Winter Retreat
Friday, February 1—Sunday, February 3, 2019
This year, we will return to the snowy mountains of West
Virginia and Winterplace Ski Resort. We will leave around
12 noon on Friday, February 1, spend all day Saturday on the
ski slopes (including tubing), and finish up Sunday morning
with a time of praise, worship, and reflection before we board
the buses to return home. It will be an awesome weekend that
you will not want to miss. The trip will be $245.00 which will
include transportation, lodging, four meals, lift ticket, and ski
rentals for Friday night and Saturday morning. Tubing can be
substituted on Friday night if you desire. Everyone going on
the trip will be required to wear a helmet—no exceptions!
A $50.00 deposit is due now to hold your spot. The trip will
be limited to 32 youth, so sign up soon.
Thanks for being part of FBCSPYG!
Bryan

Youth Parent Meeting
Mondays, September 10 and October 8

4:00-5:00 p.m.
5:00-6:00 p.m.
6:00-6:30 p.m.
6:30-7:30 p.m.

Wednesdays, September 5, 12, 19, and 26
Church Family Supper
5:15-6:15 p.m.
Youth Bible Study
6:30-7:30 p.m.
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Get out your life vests and paddles—we’re going white water
rafting! We will go to the Blue Ridge Assembly in South
Asheville. The cost of the trip is $155.00 per person plus the
cost of one lunch and one dinner. This is an increase of $5.00
because room cost went up. Money is due by Sunday, August
26 (Youth Kickoff). This trip is full now, but I am taking a
waiting list. Let me know if you are interested.

6:00 PM — Youth Room
This is an important information meeting for ALL middle
school and high school parents. We will be going over all
of the details for all of the upcoming trips—especially
Caswell—and the fundraisers planned for this year.
You won’t want to miss it. Please plan to
attend. Contact Bryan with questions.

Trunk or Treat

FAMILIES

Ministry
Backpack Blessing

Sunday, August 26 — 8:30 and 11:00 AM
Students and adults are invited to bring their backpack, laptop
case, or briefcase to worship. We will pray for and bless
students, teachers, and all school employees. All we pray for
will receive a small gift, even if they forget their backpacks!

Bible Presentation
Sunday, August 26 — 11:00 AM
Rising 1st graders and rising 7th graders will receive Bibles
during 11:00 worship.

Sunday, October 28 — 3:00-5:00 PM
We will Trunk or Treat with our neighbors from Brownson
Memorial Presbyterian church again this year! Join us for
trunks, candy, hot dog
supper, and FUN!
And it’s FREE!
Sign up to host a trunk
and/or donate candy,
and come join us!

Family Movie Night
Friday, November 16 — 6:00 PM
Stay tuned for details!
Thanks for being part of FBCSP
Kids!
Bryan

A New Sunday School Year Begins September 2!
Preschoolers and children will go to their new Sunday school
classes as follows when they arrive at church.
Babies and Toddlers...................... Room 114
Twos and Threes ........................... Room 124
Fours and Kindergarten ................ Room 120
1st, 2nd, and 3rd............................ Room 133
4th, 5th, and 6th ............................ Room 138

,  d -.  / d    d d  
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Sonshine Learning Center starts a new school year on
Wednesday, September 5. Please keep the students, teachers,
and families of Sonshine in your prayers!
Our regular Wednesday Night Programming starts back
on September 5. Please remember to make your reservations
for dinner by noon on the Tuesday before by calling the
church office at (910) 692-8750, visiting our website at
www.fbcsp.org, or filling out a blue reservation card found in
the pew racks each Sunday.
4:30 p.m.
5:15 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:45 p.m.

Children’s Handbell Choir
Dinner
Choir (3 year olds-6th graders)
Nursery (babies-2 year olds)
Adult BridgePoints
Youth Bible Study
Missions Classes (Mission Friends, RAs,
and GAs) (1st-6th graders)

Family Game Night: BINGO!
Friday, September 28
6:00 PM
$5 per family, dinner
included. To sign up,
contact Lisa Corbett
at lcorbett@fbcsp.org
or (910) 692-8750.

OPERATION
CHRISTMAS CHILD
November will be
here soon!
Now is a great time to start collecting items for our
Operation Christmas Child boxes!
This is a special opportunity we have each year in
November to bring some joy and the love of
Jesus to children all over the world.
Our goal this year for our church is 500 shoeboxes!

Dedication Sunday
November 11

National Collection
Week
November 12-19
No liquids, war toys, candy, or toothpaste, please.
Please remember to enclose a shipping donation of $9.00
with each shoebox.
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NOTES
for SINGERS & SENIORS

Music Ministry Notes
One Voice — Our regular youth choir rehearsals are beginning
again on September 10. We have some exciting things in
store, so don’t miss out! Meet in the choir room as follows:
5:15 for senior high singers, 6:30 for middle school singers.
We’ll see you then!
Sanctuary Choir — Our rehearsal time will change back to
7:30 p.m. beginning Wednesday evening, August 29. Please
be sure to make that adjustment on your calendars.
Music and Missions for children three years old through
sixth grade will begin Wednesday evening, September 5.
Mini Music Makers (4-5 years) will meet in Room 131.
Music Makers (grades 1-3) will meet in Room 134. Young
Musicians (grades 4-6) will meet in the Music Room. Skilled
and dedicated volunteer teachers are the foundation for this
ministry. Your child has a wonderful opportunity to grow and
learn through about God through music. We hope to see you
on September 5!

Senior Singers are scheduled
to resume our weekly rehearsals
on Monday mornings beginning
October 1. Please come out
and use your voice to the glory
of God while we enjoy each
other’s company.
Senior Adult Ministry Surveys! We would still love to hear
from you. A survey was included in the last edition of The
Tie. If you have ideas that you want us to hear, please share
them with us via the survey. If you have lost your survey, you
can pick up another copy at the church office. You can either
place your survey in the suggestion box in the main hallway or
give it to Greg, Carol Wilson, or Roger Wilson. Did I say
we’d love to hear from you?
Greg
I will sing to the  all my life;
I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.
—   106533

Musikgarten registration is open for our fall season. Classes
for babies, toddlers, and 3s, 4s, and 5s are scheduled for
Tuesday mornings beginning September 11. Call the church
office and speak to Susan Ward if you have questions or
would like information about this wonderful learning
experience for children and parents.

Senior Adult Ministry
Our first Seniors on the Move covered dish dinner for this
fall will be Monday, September 10, at 5:00 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall. We will be enjoying a musical program from
“The Five Tenors.” You are cordially invited to be a part of
this fun evening of music, fun, and fellowship. Remember to
bring a covered dish, side dish, or dessert to share. Someone
will be at the old portico door on the lower level to assist you
with your covered dish if you need assistance.

Fellowship Sunday and
Church Picnic
— O   7 —
O W  S   10565 A4 f  d 
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Saturday, November 3
Volunteers Needed!
More Information Coming Soon!
Chairperson – Keith Dangerfield
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NOTES OF GRAT TUDE
Dear Church Family,
Thank you to everyone that offered loving prayers and
warm hugs in condolence following the loss of our beloved
father, father-in-law, and grandfather, Lamar Pusser. A loving
man, his work touched many lives in Moore County, and we
are extremely blessed to have our lives equally touched by the
love of our church community.
May his memory serve as a reminder to live life in service
of our brothers and sisters in Christ.
Love,
Brad, Melonie, Meagan, and Thomas Pusser
Dear Church Family,
Words cannot express how grateful I am for all the cards,
prayers, and visits. We may face dark times we do not understand. He comforts us and sends others to be a light in that
darkness. You have been and are that light for me. I thank
you so very much. Your cards would bring tears of joy to
my heart and water the hope that lives deep inside me. The
Scripture made quiet all the voices of darkness and gave me
courage and strength. Your prayers are more powerful than
you may know. I thank GOD for you and thank you so very
much. We are HIS forevermore.
God is in control.
I want to share some news with you; I did die. They had
me on life support. I think it was five days. I was not breathing on my own. I don’t know too much about things in the
hospital during this time or things of this world. I was like
Lazarus.
I went to heaven. I saw my family. Jesus told me come
back and to tell His people. I remember thinking but they
know. He said they do not know or do not consider it. I hope
you get an opportunity for me to tell you all about it. I hope to
make a screen play and eventually a movie, LORD willing.
GOD leaves us here after we invite JESUS to be Our LORD
for one reason and one reason only to reach the lost and hurting and overcome evil of this world with good. This short life
cannot compare to eternity. We cannot make GOD not love
us, even if we do not “do.” HE will welcome us in heaven and
love us anyway. We are just not happy on our way there and
this we can change for our own good. Demons are real and
that is our battle.
For our struggle is not against flesh and blood (people),
but against the rules, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in
the heavenly realms. Ephesians 6:12
Love always and forever,
Paula Hopkins
Dear Church members,
Thank you for the lovely lily. While
I may not have inherited my mother’s
exceptional green thumb, I will hope
to be able to make it flourish in loving
memory of her.

Would also like to express gratitude on behalf of our
family for all the wonderful memories my mother shared with
so many of you. First Baptist was always a big part of her life.
With many thanks,
Priscilla Tilson
on behalf of the family of Ollie M. Taylor

WMU OPPORTUNITIES
YÉÜ à{x _tw|xá Éy à{x V{âÜv{
Harvest Laborers
Harvest Laborers will meet on Tuesday, September 11,
at 6:30 p.m. at the home of Jan Foster, 120 Lone Pine Place,
in Southern Pines. Please RSVP to Jan at 693-1361
or janwf11@gmail.com.
Harvest Laborers meets on the second Tuesday of each
month at various locations and times. For more information,
contact Nelda Cockman at nrc67@nc.rr.com or
(910) 673-2342, or Karen Griffin at
karenhgriffin1@gmail.com or (910) 690-3274.

Mission Action Group
The Mission Action Group will meet on Monday,
September 17, at 11:45 a.m. in Room 206. Bring a bag
lunch, and come join us! All women are welcome!
The Mission Action Group meets on the third Monday
of each month at 11:45 a.m. in Room 206. For more
information, contact Lorena Arnold at (910) 692-3275.

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP GROUP

PRAYER BREAKFAST
Men of God, Stand Firm in Christ!
All men are welcome to join us at Golden Corral on
Saturday, September 15, at 8:00 a.m. for food, fellowship,
and the sharing of our faith. Only $5.00 per person!
Contact Rob Evans at (443) 514-8274 or revans27@aol.com
for more information. We hope you’ll join us!
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Sunday, September 2
8:30 and 11:00 a.m.

First Baptist Church
www.fbcsp.org
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