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From the Pastor’s Pen 

 Gratitude — I am grateful for the wonderful service 
we celebrated on the Sunday before Thanksgiving.  We tried 
something a little different.  Greg had suggested that we 
allow people in the congregation to express their gratitude in 
the service.  We didn’t know what to expect.  Passing an 
open mic on Sunday morning involves a measure of risk.  
What was amazing amid so many words of thanksgiving for 
family and God’s grace was the consistent message of grati-
tude for this congregation’s love and care in days of struggle 
and hardship.  God was, I believe, at work in that service.  Of 
all days, a young man who was an active youth in 1990s just 
happens to show up on that Sunday with his wife and two 
children.  He stands up to share what this church has meant to 
his life.  As he walked out the door, he showed me the Bible 
he was carrying—the gift First Baptist gave him when he 
graduated from high school.  God works in mysterious ways! 
 
 The Challenge — We face a double challenge this year.  
This year, an anonymous donor made a pledge for a matching 
gift up to $100,000 to retire the debt.  This is a wonderful gift 
that has the potential to free significant resources for our 
mission and ministry here at Baptist. The matching gift has a 
deadline of December 15.  The donor will match whatever we 
have given to that date.  As of this writing, we have received 
$88,741.50 toward that matching gift.  That puts us within 
$11,258.50 of that goal.  Let’s work together to accomplish 
this important goal. 
 The second challenge is that amid all this good news 
toward the matching gift, we have fallen significantly behind 
in our annual budget.  We have had shortfalls this time of 
year previously, but this year’s deficit is larger than we expe-
rienced in past years.  We on staff, under the guidance of the 
Finance Committee, are putting a cap on expenditures to keep 
our budget in line.  I am grateful that our staff has always 
been careful and frugal about spending.  But the church in her 
weekly ministry depends on the tithes and offerings of the 
people.  So let’s work together to close this gap and finish our 
year strongly. 
 
 Advent and Christmas — The Christian calendar 
begins with Advent, remembering the coming of Christ into 
the world.  Advent has three emphases: 1) the redemptive 

1
 See Fleming Rutledge, Advent: The Once and Future Coming 

of Jesus Christ (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing 

Company, 2018) 5.  

coming of the incarnate Christ, born of Mary and crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; 2) the sanctifying presence of Christ in 
the world today through Word and Symbol; and 3) the glori-
ous promise of Christ’s return on the last day.  Advent helps 
us remember what Christ has already done for us and to 
anticipate what he will do in the future.  The New Testament 
has this tension between “the already” and the “not yet.” 
We have the benefits of God’s redeeming love and “salvation” 
now, but we also anticipate that day when God will consum-
mate his kingdom, a time when all of life’s sorrows will be 
healed, when evil will be ultimately overcome, and when 
God’s kingdom will reign.  As Christians, we live with this 
Advent tension of the “already” and the “not yet” everyday.  
We live with the reality of God’s love for us, but we face the 
deep brokenness of this earthly life, awaiting God’s glorious 
consummation of his kingdom.  Advent teaches us to live with 
that tension. 
 Our theme this year for Advent is A Season of Longing.  
The titles of my sermon are: 
 12/2 “Returning to the Simple Message of Christmas” 
 12/9 “Returning to the Silence of that Night” 
 12/16 “Returning to the Joy of Mary” 
 12/23 “Returning to the Generous Gift of Jesus” 
 
 The Christmas Offering this year will go to support 
missionaries all around the world.  You may give to the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering of the Southern Baptist Convention 
or the Global Missions Offering of the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship.  Our Christmas Offering Goal is $18,000.  Let’s 
be generous toward the work of missions and faithful in our 
prayers for missionaries around the globe. 
 
 Merry Christmas!  Carolyn and I are praying that your 
Christmas will be filled with the joy and hope of our believing 
faith.  I am grateful to God for these 36 Christmases we have 
shared with the good folks of First Baptist Church.  Let’s 
remember the love and peace that was born on Christmas Day 
and live each day in the promise of Emmanuel, “God with Us!” 



Hospitalizations and Procedures 
 

• Adley Hemphill, Curt Bettini, Brandi Evans, Bobby Culler, 
E. J. Faircloth, Michelle Roberson, Woody Higgins, 
Annette Galbreith, Wayne Jordan, Betsy Waters, 
James Moore, Mike Murphy 

 

Christian Love and Sympathy 
 

• to Steve Earwood and family upon the dying unto Christ 
of his mother, Ann Earwood, on October 26 

• to Jeanne Crockett and family upon the dying unto Christ 
of her husband, David Crockett, on October 27 

• to Carolyn Loeser and family upon the dying unto Christ 
of her father, Doug Pate, on November 8 

• to Bobby Teague and family upon the dying unto Christ 
of his mother, Janette Teague, on November 8 

 

Joys & Concerns 

 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
 

Giving Goals for November 25, 2018 .................... 30,215.00 
Budget Offerings Received on 11/25/18 ................ 40,976.26 
 

Total Budget Offerings Received in 2018 ........ 1,115,548.14 
Giving Goal through November 25, 2018 ........ 1,192,130.00 
Receipts to Date Comparison with Goal ............... (76,581.86) 
 

Receipts to Date: “Debt Free in 2019” ................... 88,741.50 
 

Christmas Offering Goal for 2018 ......................... 18,000.00 
    Lottie Moon Christmas Offering to Date ................ 377.00 
    CBF Global Missions Offering to Date .................. 412.00 
Balance Needed for Christmas Offering ................ 17,211.00 

 

Member Information 

New Members 
 

Mynde Nielsen 
Joined October 28 
 

Ava Wiltcher 
Joined October 28 
 

Geoff and Alice Ormston 
Joined November 4 
 
Please contact the church 
office at (910) 692-8750 or 
lcorbett@fbcsp.org if you 
would like contact information 
 for any of our new members.  
Thank you! 
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7 PM 

 

In the 
Youth Suite 

IMPORTANT YEAR-END NOTICE 
 

Donors who qualify to itemize deductions on their 2018 tax 
return must deliver checks on or by December 31 in order to 
claim a charitable contribution deduction for 2018.  Checks 
placed in the church offering plate during the first worship 
service in 2019 will not qualify for a charitable contribution 
deduction in 2018, even if the check is predated to 2018 or 
was actually written in 2018.  However, under the so-called 
“mailbox exception,” checks written, mailed, and postmarked 
in 2018 will be deductible in 2018 though not received by the 
church until 2019. 
 

If you are making a stock contribution before year-end, please 
remember our stock account is with Stifel, Nicolaus & Co., Inc.  
You or your broker will need to contact either Rick Palmer or 
Chuck Davis at 910-246-5352 in order to complete your trans-
action several days prior to December 31, 2018.  For those of 
you who are 70 and one-half years of age or older, you can 
still have a distribution from your IRA, up to $100,000, sent 
directly to the church.  Although not tax deductible, this con-
tribution can go toward your required minimum distribution 
for 2018 and not be taxable income on your return. 
 

To avoid jeopardizing the tax deductibility of your church 
contributions, do not file your 2018 tax return until you have 
received and approved a written acknowledgment of your 
2018 contributions.  Year-end statements will be mailed prior 
to January 31, 2019.  For those of you making IRA distribu-
tion contributions, your statements will look different, but will 
still satisfy your commitments for the year.  If you have ques-
tions, concerns, or need additional information, please contact 
John Beith, Financial Administrator/Treasurer (910-692-8750 
or jrbeith@fbcsp.org). 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFERING 
FOR INTERNATIONAL / GLOBAL MISSIONS 

 

Please remember to give generously to our Christmas 
Offering.  Our goal this year is $18,000.  Your gifts support 

the work of Baptist missionaries around the world. 

Goal:  $18,000 

Alice and Geoff Ormston 
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FROM THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION 

BridgePoints in December 
Our knitters group will conclude their fall crafting on 
Wednesday, December 5.  Along with baby blankets and 
prayer shawls, the group knitted 25 scarves for our college 
freshman and 20 chemo caps for First Health. 
 

Coffee & Conversation will meet for a soup and sandwich 
lunch on Friday, December 7.  The java and conversation 
continue through May.  Interested in starting another Coffee 
& Conversation group for women in 2019?  Give me a call! 
 

Our final session of "Connecting with God: Spiritual Formation 
That Leads to Transformation" will be Wednesday evening, 
December 5, at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  David will be 
exploring the topic, "Walking with God," the goal of all the 
ways we connect with God. 
 

See December bulletins for BridgePoints that begin in January. 
 

Thanks a Million . . . 
. . . to our Chrismon crafters who 
were busy repairing and creating new 
symbols for Christ that will adorn our 
Chrismon tree. 
 

. . . to Tina Finkelstein for leading 

our Sunday evening women's group, 
"The Quest," and to Sandra Moody for 
facilitating "Coffee & Conversation." 
 
. . . and to Jim and Pat Dennis for coordinating our Operation 
Christmas Child shoebox collection again. Well done, Jim and 
Pat!  Thanks for your commitment to this ministry to millions 
of children. 
 

Churchwide Christmas Meal, Business Meeting, 
and “Christmas Bells” 
Join us on Wednesday evening, December 12, as we gather 
to share a holiday meal and continue to celebrate the season. 
After a brief business meeting to approve the 2019 budget, 
we'll enjoy "Christmas 
Bells: A Gift of Love," 
a concert by our youth and 
adult handbell ensembles.  
The dinner line opens 
at 5:15 p.m.  Standing 
reservations apply.  To 
make a one-time reserva-
tion, call the church office 
or log on to our website 
at www.fbcsp.org. 
 

Sunday School on December 30 
On Sunday, December 30, adults are invited to gather in 
Fellowship Hall at 9:30 a.m. for a devotional and time of 
fellowship.  You're invited to bring leftover Christmas goodies 
to share.  We'll provide juice and coffee.  Preschoolers, 
children, and youth will attend their usual classes.  There will 
be one worship service on December 30 at 11:00 a.m. 
 

The Little Red Schoolhouse 
We continue to collect new and gently used children's books 
in the Little Red Schoolhouse outside our Media Library. 
Perhaps you could purchase a new children's book while 
you're out Christmas shopping.  Books we collect are given to 
Moore Buddies Mentoring, a community mentoring program 
that partners with children and youth who are at risk of not 
reaching their full potential.  To promote reading in the home 
and with parents, Moore Buddies places book deposits at 
different locations in our community.  First Baptist is happy 
to partner with Moore Buddies to help make a difference in 
the lives of at-risk children and teens. 
 

Read the Bible Through in 2019! 
Are you interested in reading the Bible through next year?  
Check out the "Bible in One Year," a free app available 
through the App Store.  Audio and written commentary 
accompanies you through your one-year journey.  Or, log on 
to american-bible-society.journeymaker.org for a variety of 
online reading programs.  Rather hold a book in your hand 
(or the Kindle version)?  The Grand Sweep: 365 Days From 
Genesis Through Revelation is a great resource. 
 

Christmas Greetings from the Allens 
I was honored to celebrate 20 years among you in August 
of this year.  First Baptist is our faith family.  Both of those 
words—“faith” and “family”—mark what you mean to us.  
We continue to be blessed to work with you and among you.  
May this season of longing find fulfillment in the child who 
came to be our Savior and our Friend.  Beverly, Sarah, Hannah, 
and Zach (and our new Goldendoodle granddog, Pippin!) join 
me in wishing you a most holy and joyous Christmas. 
 
Peace, 
Tom 

 

There will be no Wednesday 
night supper or regularly 
scheduled activities on 
December 19, 26, and 

January 2. 
All Wednesday night activities 
will resume on January 9. 
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Youth Winter Retreat 
Friday, February 1—Sunday, February 3, 2019 

 

This year, we will return to the snowy mountains of West 
Virginia and Winterplace Ski Resort.  We will leave around 
12 noon on Friday, February 1, spend all day Saturday on the 
ski slopes (including tubing), and finish up Sunday morning 
with a time of praise, worship, and reflection before we board 
the buses to return home.  It will be an awesome weekend that 
you will not want to miss.  The trip will be $245.00 which will 
include transportation, lodging, four meals, lift ticket, and ski 
rentals for Friday night and Saturday morning.  Tubing can be 
substituted on Friday night if you desire.  Everyone going on 
the trip will be required to wear a helmet—no exceptions! 
A $50.00 deposit is due now to hold your spot.  The trip will 
be limited to 40 youth, so sign up soon. 
 

Youth BBQ Fundraiser 
Friday, February 8, 2019 

 

Lunch: 11:00 AM-2:00 PM 
 BBQ from Ron’s Barn — Eat In or Take Out 
NOTE: This year, we will only serve lunch.  There will be 
no dinner pickups. 
Cost: $8.00 per plate (drinks provided with eat in only) 
Delivery available with purchase of 10 or more plates.  Call 
Bryan at (910) 690-7142 to arrange delivery times.  Money 
raised will go toward the Youth Mission Trip to Florida in 
June and the Fall Retreat to Caswell in November.  If you are 
planning to go on these trips, you must sell a minimum of 
10 tickets.  We also need adults to help with deliveries and 
to serve, because we will be responsible for making plates.  
Any parents that can help the day of the BBQ, please contact 
Bryan. 
 

College Honduras Mission Trip 
Sunday, May 19—Sunday, May 26, 2019 

 

We have set the dates for the college mission trip for next 
spring.  We plan to return to Honduras from May 19-26 to 
help build a home for a needy family.  If you are interested in 
putting your name on the list, have questions, or would like 
more information, email me at bmoore@fbcsp.org.  A deposit 
of $100.00 will hold your spot.  The total cost of the trip is 
$600.00.  This will be due by Sunday, April 28.  Only a few 
spots remain!  Please let me know if you are interested. 

Youth HappeningsYouth HappeningsYouth HappeningsYouth Happenings    
December / January Schedule 

 

Sundays, December 2 
 Sunday School 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 “Hanging of the Greens” 
 (Youth and Children’s Choir Program) 5:00-6:00 p.m. 
 No Youth activities after program 
 

Wednesday, December 5 
 “Children’s Christmas Celebration” 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
 (Preschool: Children’s Area — Grades 1-6: Youth Area) 
 

Friday, December 7 
 Youth Shopping Trip to the Streets 
 at Southpoint 4:30-10:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday, December 9 
 Sunday School 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 Youth Dinner 6:00 p.m. 
 Youth Bible Study (7-12) 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, December 12 
 “Christmas Bells” 6:30 p.m. 
 (Youth Handbell Program) 
 

Sunday, December 16 
 Sunday School 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 Youth Crazy Night Christmas Party 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
 

Monday, December 17 
 Youth Advisory Committee Party 
 at the Moores’ 6:30-9:00 p.m. 
 

No Youth Bible Study on Sunday, December 23 and 30, and 
Wednesday, December 19 and 26. 

 

Sundays, January 6, 13, and 20 
 Sunday School 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 JuBELLation 4:00-5:00 p.m. 
 Youth Choir (9-12) 5:15-6:00 p.m. 
 Youth Bible Study (7-8) 5:15-6:00 p.m. 
 Youth Supper 6:00-6:30 p.m. 
 Youth Choir (7-8) 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
 Youth Bible Study (9-12) 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
 

Sunday, January 27 
 Sunday School 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 JuBELLation 4:00-5:00 p.m. 
 Youth Choir (7-12) 5:15-6:00 p.m. 
 Youth Supper 6:00-6:30 p.m. 
 Youth Crazy Night (7-12) 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
 

No Youth activities on Wednesday, January 2 
 

Wednesdays, January 9, 16, 23, and 30 
 Church Family Supper 5:15-6:15 p.m. 
 Youth Bible Study 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, January 9 
 Youth Outreach #8:  College Care Packages 

Youth Parent Meeting 
 

Monday, January 7 
6:00 PM — Youth Room 

 

This is an important information meeting for ALL middle 
school and high school parents.  We will be going over all 
of the details for all of the upcoming trips and fundraisers 
and discuss the health of the program going into the new 
year.  You won’t want to miss it.  Please plan to attend. 

Contact Bryan with questions. 
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FAMILIES 
Ministry 

Youth Mission Trip 
FLORIDA PANHANDLE 
Saturday, June 15—Sunday, June 23, 2019 

 

Next summer, our youth will be 
on mission to the Florida Panhandle. 
Because of the devastation caused by 
Hurricane Michael, we have decided to move 
our trip from Pennsylvania to the Florida 
Panhandle.  We are not sure what our project 
will be at this point, but we will be working with 
the Baptist Men to serve the needs of the community. 
 

We will combine this trip with One Voice and JuBELLation 
so that it will involve some opportunities to share the gospel 
of Christ through the medium of music.  Signups are under-
way, and a $50.00 deposit is due by February 1 to hold your 
spot.  This trip will fill up fast, so don’t wait to sign up. 
Details will be shared soon.  Plan to be part of this special 
adventure of being on mission for Christ! 

 

Royal Ambassadors 

POST OFFICE 
 

The Royal Ambassadors holiday post office 
is open for business!  The post office is located 
in the hall behind the Sanctuary.  Please support 
international missions by having your Christmas 

cards delivered through the RA post office.  Drop off your 
cards and make a donation to the Christmas offering equal 
to the postage you might have used.  Check the post office 
regularly throughout the season to pick up mail you might 
have waiting for you! 

 

Merry Christmas from the RAs and their leaders! 

GAs (Girls in Action) Mission Project 

Birthday Bags for the Coalition 
 

A mission project focused on sharing prepared bags 
filled with supplies for a Birthday party 

 

Often families needing food assistance through the Sandhills/
Moore Coalition for Human Care do not have resources to 
celebrate their child’s birthday.  These “Birthday Bags” can 
provide birthday cheer for the child and their family. 
 

Beginning in January, drop your items from this list in the 
collection bins provided: 
Canned spaghetti sauce (no glass!)  •  Spaghetti noodles 

Boxed cake mix  •  Cake icing  •  Gift for child 
Birthday wrapping paper and/or ribbon 

Mission on Monday 
Monday, January 21, 2019 

 

All children in grades 1-6 are invited to work at the Food 
Bank from 10:30 a.m. until 12 noon.  We will then travel to 
Chick-fil-A for lunch (Dutch treat).  Parents:  Please bring 

your children to the church at 10:00 a.m.  We will ride 
to the Food Bank in the church van and return at 1:00 p.m. 

FAMILY GAME NIGHT 

————    B I N G O ! B I N G O ! B I N G O ! B I N G O ! ————    
 

Friday, February 22, 2019 — 6:00 PM 
$5 per family, dinner included 

 

To sign up, TEXT Bryan at (910) 692-7142 or Carolyn at 

(910) 639-0665. 

World Vision Mission Opportunity 
 

Being aware of the needs of vulnerable children and families 
around the world is a part of viewing creation through the 
eyes of Jesus.  Our fall/winter mission opportunity is to collect 
quarters to purchase a goat and two chickens for a family in 
Africa.  Save your quarters and drop them in the collection 
tubes around the church.  The cost of a goat and two chickens 
is $110.  I wonder how many goats and chickens we can 
purchase . . . 
 

A representative of World Vision states, 
“A dairy goat can give up to 16 cups of 
milk a day.  Goat’s milk is easier to digest 
than cow’s milk and is an excellent source 
of calcium, protein, and other essential nutrients that growing 
children need.  Goats are practical animals, flourishing in 
harsh climates while producing valuable manure to fertilize 
crops and vegetable gardens. 
 

Chickens are equally easy to raise and will naturally multiply 
to impact generations of children.  Each family that receives 

chickens is asked to give back hatched 
chicks to help another family in need.  
Chicks require little money, space, or food 
to thrive and grow, making them an ideal 
business venture for a single mom or 
vulnerable family. 

 

Your gift will help children like Rosemary, 
a sponsored child in Zambia.  Her world changed when her 

family received their gift of goats.  Her family struggled with 
hunger and often went into debt just to be able to buy food.  
But when Rosemary’s family was given the gift of goats from 
the World Vision Gift Catalog, things changed.  Rosemary’s 
grandfather remembers saying, ‘When I received the goats, 
I told myself here comes the freedom.’ 
 

Goats enabled Rosemary’s family to diversify their crops and 
try new income-generating activities.  Now, Rosemary is #1 
in her class at school and dreams of becoming a chef.” 
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 NOTES 
 

 

for SINGERS & SENIORS 

Music Ministry 
 

Our Hanging of the Greens service will be held Sunday,  
December 2, at 5:00 p.m.  Join us as we sing Christmas carols 
and hymns, and learn more about the meaning of the decora-
tions we traditionally use during the Christmas season.  Our 
children’s choirs and One Voice will be singing during the 
service.  You will definitely want to be a part of this meaning-
ful worship service. 
 

On Wednesday, December 12, following the evening meal, 
we will enjoy Christmas music and a seasonal celebration in 
Fellowship Hall.  Our youth and adult bell choirs will ring 
for us.  We will sing carols and enjoy some Christmas sing-
alongs.  Everyone is welcome—except Scrooge.  I take that 
back; if Scrooge shows up, he’s welcome, too.  Bah, humbug 
—he needs some Christmas joy.  Come out and join us for 
what will be a warm and meaningful event as we share the 
festivity of the season together here at First Baptist Church.  
 

On Sunday, December 16, at 5:00 p.m. the Sanctuary Choir 
will share its Christmas presentation, “Sing We Now of 
Christmas” by Howard Helvey.  This work will be accompa-
nied by orchestra and piano.  The service is in the form of 
Lessons and Carols—traditional carols woven together master-
fully with Scripture and other readings.  The congregation will 
also be included in the service as we will sing many of our 
favorite Christmas carols together.  This, of course, is a free 
program and open to the public, so invite your friends! 
 

This year, our Christmas Eve services will be celebrated at 
5:00 and 7:00 p.m.  Our family service will be at 5:00 p.m., 
and our Communion and Carols service will be at 7:00 p.m.  
 

Stille Nacht, Heilige Nacht 
It has been said that necessity is the mother of invention.  This 
is certainly the case with one of our favorite Christmas carols 
—“Silent Night” (Stille Nacht).  This carol is 200 years old this 
very December.  It is fitting to share the story of the writing of 
this carol on its 200th anniversary. 
 

Joseph Mohr was the assistant priest at St. Nicholas parish in 
Oberndorf, Austria, and he was faced with a huge dilemma. 
It was Christmas Eve in the year 1818, and Mohr was trying 
to plan the liturgy for a midnight mass he needed to lead later 
that evening.  Unfortunately, the church organ had become 
damaged because of some recent flooding of the nearby 
Salzach River.  Without the use of the organ, the worship  
service would be very limited.  Mohr set out on that cold 
winter day to visit his good friend, Franz Gruber.  He took 
with him a poem he had written some time earlier in the hopes 
Gruber could quickly set it to music. 
 

Gruber was a local school teacher as well as the parish choir-
master and church organist.  He took the poem and immediately 

set to work.  Within a few hours, Gruber had composed the 
melody of the hymn and arranged it to be accompanied by 
guitar.  Our “Silent Night” was born.  The carol was enthusias-
tically received that evening as Gruber and Mohr sang this 
simple carol with guitar accompaniment. Gradually, the beauty 
of this simple song and its humble beginnings spread through-
out the Tyrolean region, and then around the world.  In Austria, 
“Stille Nacht” is considered a national treasure.  Traditionally, 
the song may not be played there publicly before Christmas 
Eve, and any commercial use of the 200-year-old carol is 
strictly verboten.  Contrast that with the situation in our country, 
where you are likely to hear Christmas music playing in stores 
and the supermarket just after Halloween is over! Nevertheless, 
“Silent Night” enjoys a revered position among Christmas 
carols all over the world, no matter what it may be called or in 
which language it may be performed. 
 

Seniors on the Move 
 

If you missed Seniors on the Move on Monday evening, 
November 12, what a fantastic time was had by all 83 folks 
who gathered together to honor our veterans, give thanks, and 
enjoy a fabulous meal.  Our special guests and incredible 
entertainment were from the Fort Bragg 82nd Airborne All 
American Chorus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Seniors on the Move will gather again in Fellowship Hall on 
Monday, December 10.  Come join us for dinner and our 
annual Christmas party and gift exchange.  We'll be playing the 
annual game, “Mrs. Right and Mr. Left.”  Please bring a non-
gender, unbreakable $5.00 gift to exchange during the game. 
 

WOW (Widows or Widowers) 
 

WOW met on Thursday, November 15, for their annual soup 
and cornbread lunch and assembled two large Thanksgiving 
baskets full of food for two families to be given through the 
Sandhills/Moore Coalition for Human Care. 
 

Plans are still in the process for a special Christmas luncheon 
on Thursday, December 20.  Please watch for information and 
a sign-up sheet coming to the Senior Adult Ministry bulletin 
board soon. 
 

Your Senior Adult Ministry Committee is working on plans for 
the coming new year!  Stay tuned! 
 

Greg 
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NOTES OF GRAT  TUDE 
Dear Church Family, 
 Many thanks for all the cards, prayers, phone calls, and 
encouragement I’ve received from all of my church family 
during Jack’s long illness and death.  Please know that they 
made a difference during this difficult time.  Love you all. 
 Doris W. Bowman 
 
Dear Church Family, 
 A few words of thanks to you, the church, for your 
support during my recent illness.  Those who visited, called, 
offered prayers, and the hugs I've gotten on Sunday morning. 
Thanks to our staff ministers who are supportive.  Praise to 
our Lord for His Loving Church.  Thank you. 
 Mary Helen Edge 
 
Dear Rev. Helms and First Baptist, 
 The landscaping work you all did to help improve the 
appearance of the front of our school is greatly appreciated. 
I have received so many compliments on how the work makes 
the entire front side of the school look neater.  All of us here 
at Southern Pines Elementary are thankful to have such 
thoughtful neighbors. 
 Sincerely, 
 Dr. Dale Buie, Principal 
 Southern Pines Elementary School 
 

Editor’s Note:  During our Operation Inasmuch one-day 
missions blitz on November 3, a team went to Southern Pines 
Elementary School and did some landscaping work. 
 
To our First Baptist Church family, 
 We would like to thank all of you for the many acts 
of kindness shown to us during the loss of Bobby's sweet 
mother.  For the many who traveled to the memorial service 
on that cold and rainy day and the many more who sent cards 
and offered words of encouragement in the hallways of the 
church, we are overwhelmed with gratitude.  Thank you all so 
much. 
 Bobby and Patricia Teague 

WMU OPPORTUNITIES 
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Harvest Laborers 
 

Harvest Laborers would like to remind all of the ladies who 
helped make gifts for our church members in the nursing/
assisted-living facilities to please deliver those gifts before 

our next meeting on Tuesday, December 11. 
On December 11, we will meet at Ruby Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. 

to share a meal.  Please let Karen Griffin (910-690-3274) 
know if you are able to attend.  Karen will call in a total 

number to the restaurant on December 10. 
 

Harvest Laborers meets on the second Tuesday of each month at 
various locations and times.  For more information, contact Nelda 
Cockman at nrc67@nc.rr.com or (910) 673-2342, or Karen Griffin 

at karenhgriffin1@gmail.com or (910) 690-3274. 
 

Mission Action Group 
 

The Mission Action Group will not meet in December but 
will resume monthly gatherings in January. 

 

The Mission Action Group meets on the third Monday of each month 
at 11:45 a.m. in Room 206.  For more information, contact Bonnie 
Elhart at (910) 420-2513 or velhart@outlook.com or Patricia 
Teague at (910) 692-8867 or pdteague520@hotmail.com. 

 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP GROUP 

PRAYER BREAKFAST 
Men of God, Stand Firm in Christ! 

 

All men are welcome to join us at Golden Corral on 
Saturdays, December 15 and January 19, at 8:00 a.m. for 
food, fellowship, and the sharing of our faith.  Only $5.00 
per person!  Contact Rob Evans at (443) 514-8274 or 

revans27@aol.com for more information. 
We hope you’ll join us! 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
 

391 Shoeboxes! 
 

Thank you, church family, for the 391 
shoeboxes you packed!  Thank you to 
our youth and children who packed 220 
of the shoeboxes we received at their 
packing party.  Our prayer is that the 
shoeboxes we packed will bring joy and the love of Jesus to 
the children who receive them.  Thank you for supporting 
this ministry! 
 

    Jim and Pat Dennis 
    OCC Coordinators 

SONSHINE LEARNING CENTER 

Tuesday, January 22 — 5:00-7:00 PM 
Chick-fil-A on Hwy. 15-501 

 

When you attend Spirit Night, you are 
helping Sonshine Learning Center 

earn a percentage of your total 
receipt.  Dine in or drive through 
anytime between 5:00-7:00 p.m. 
on Spirit Night and support our 

Sonshine Learning Center! 
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C H U R C H  S TA F F  
 

David Helms, Senior Minister — dhelmsJKLsp.org 

Tom Allen, Minister oM EduLaNon O 0dministraNon — tallenJKLsp.org 

Greg Lundberg, Minister oM MusiL O Senior 0dults — glundbergJKLsp.org 

Bryan Moore, Minister oM ,outh O Students / Children O Families —

bmooreJKLsp.org 

Carolyn Helms, Interim 0ssistant Minister oM Children O Families — 

LhelmsJKLsp.org 

John Beith, 8reasurer — QrbeithJKLsp.org 

Lisa Corbe4, 0dministraNRe O FinanLial 0ssistant — lLorbeSJKLsp.org 

Kathy Farren, OffiLe 0ssistant — offiLeJKLsp.org 
Susan Ward, Organist/MusiL 0ssoLiate — sUardJKLsp.org 

Susan Galbreith, Coordinator oM Food SerRiLes — susangJKLsp.org 

Susan Trudell, 0ssistant Coordinator oM Food SerRiLes 

Amy Chavis, Sonshine ?earning Center DireLtor — slLamyLhaRisJgmail.Lom 

February Issue of The Tie 
IM you haRe neUs or inMormaNon that you Uould liVe to 

submit Mor the February issue, LontaLt ?isa in the LhurLh 

offiLe.  8he deadline Mor the February issue is Wednesday, 

January 26. 
 

Weekly Prayer Gathering 
On the first Wednesday oM eaLh month, DaRid Helms leads 

a serRiLe oM prayer, Lommunion, and healing at 11:00 a.m. 

in the Prayer Room.  8his monthly Nme oM prayer proRides 

an opportunity to seeV God’s graLe, pray Mor others, and seeV 

God’s healing.  Regular prayer serRiLes are held on all other 

Wednesdays.  Join us Mor this Nme oM meditaNon and prayer. 
 

E-Blasts 
WeeVly e-notes and neUs blasts are sent to LhurLh members 

and Mriends Uho haRe an e-mail address on file in the LhurLh 

offiLe.  IM you haRe not been reLeiRing these blasts, LontaLt 

?isa in the LhurLh offiLe. 
 

Sunday Worship Bulle9ns 
IM you haRe neUs or inMormaNon Mor the UeeVly Uorship 

bulleNn announLements, LontaLt ?isa in the LhurLh offiLe. 
 

Large Print Bulle9ns 
?arge print bulleNns and hymns are aRailable on Sunday 

mornings, iM needed.  Please asV an usher Mor assistanLe. 

    _ÉÜwËá fâÑÑxÜ 
 

Sunday, December 2 
Sunday, January 6 

8:30 and 11:00 AM 

 

O F F I C E  H O U R S  
;:00 0M-4:60 PM — Monday, 8uesday, 8hursday 

;:00 0M-5:00 PM — Wednesday 

;:00 0M-12:00 PM — Friday 
 

        SUNDAY SCHEDULE       WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE 

  8:60 a.m. Worship SerRiLe 4:60 p.m. Children’s Handbells 

  ;:45 a.m. Sunday SLhool 5:15 p.m. ChurLh Family Supper 

11:00 a.m. Worship SerRiLe 6:00 p.m. Children’s Choirs 

  4:00 p.m. JuBE??aNon  (6 years-6th grade) 

  5:15 p.m. High SLhool Choir (;-12) 6:15 p.m. )ursery (Babies-2 years) 

  5:15 p.m. Middle SLhool Bible 6:60 p.m. 0dult Small Groups 

 Study (7-8) 6:60 p.m. ,outh Bible Study 

  6:00 p.m. ,outh Supper 6:45 p.m. Mission Friends, R0s, 

  6:60 p.m. Middle SLhool Choir (7-8)  and G0s (Grades 1-6) 

  6:60 p.m. High SLhool Bible Study (;-12) 7:60 p.m. SanLtuary Choir 
 

        TUESDAY SCHEDULE 

  ;:60 a.m. MusiVgarten (Babies 6-18 months) 

10:00 a.m. MusiVgarten (8oddlers 18 months-6 years) 

10:45 a.m. MusiVgarten (8oddlers / MusiL MaVers 6-5 years) 


