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Royal Ambassadors 

POST OFFICE 
 

The Royal Ambassadors holiday post office 
is open for business!  The post office is located 
in the hall behind the Sanctuary.  Please support 
international missions by having your Christmas 

cards delivered through the RA post office.  Drop off your 
cards and make a donation to the Christmas offering equal 
to the postage you might have used.  Check the post office 
regularly throughout the season to pick up mail you might 
have waiting for you! 
 

Merry Christmas from the RAs and their leaders! 

 “Jesus Christ, in His infinite love, has become what 
we are, in order that He may make us entirely what He is.” 
          — Irenaeus, 2nd Century Church Father 
 
 The Season of Advent calls us to turn our attention to 
the coming of the Christ into the world and simultaneously 
to look for his appearing at the end of time.  We live in what 
theologians have called the “time in between” these two 
comings of the Christ.  At Christmas, we celebrate with joy-
ous hearts the beautiful scenes of Mary and Joseph and the 
baby Jesus, surrounded by the shepherds and wisemen, and 
the heavenly host announcing, “Do not be afraid; for see— 
I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
the Messiah, the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11).  Karl Barth, the 
great 20th Century theologian, spoke of the birth of Christ as 
“the miracle and mystery of Christmas.”  And it is a miracle 
and a mystery.  For those of us living in this glorious “in 
between time,” we have the joyous privilege of sharing this 
good news with people all around us.  This year, an anony-
mous donor has given a large gift to be used for helping 
people at Christmas.  We will be looking for ways our peo-
ple can respond to human need around them with what we 
are simply calling “1,000 Gifts of Christmas.”  We will 
share with that gift the simple message of Christ and pray 
that God will use these gifts for his glory and help people in 
true need. 
 Let us remember, in this season of giving, that the 
greatest gift is the gospel of Christ.  Too often in our culture, 
we are consumed by our culture wars, and consequently we 
talk more about cultural issues than we do the gospel.  The 
danger is that we do precisely what the New Testament 
warns against—exchanging the glorious gospel for another 
message.  This Christmas, let’s be reminded that we have 
been entrusted with the good news.  With the angels let us 
declare:  “I am bringing you good news of great joy.” 
 I am grateful for this 37th Christmas that Carolyn and 
I have shared with this community of faith.  We have felt 
your love and support and we are grateful to God for this 
church.  Our hearts swell with joyous memories of saints 
present and past who have touched our lives with the grace 
of the Lord Jesus Christ.  May you and your family sense 
the presence of the living Christ in this season! 
 
Merry Christmas, 

 

HOLIDAY EVENTS AT 
FIRST BAPTIST 

 

Sunday, December 1 - 5:00 PM 

“Hanging of the Greens” 
Presented by the Children's Choirs and One Voice 

*   *   *  

Sunday, December 8 - 4:00 PM 

“A Festival of Lessons and Carols” 

Presented by the Sanctuary Choir 
*   *   *  

Wednesday, December 11 - 6:30 PM 

“Christmas Bells” 
Presented by the Handbell Ministry 

*   *   *  

Tuesday, December 24 

5:00 PM 

“Christmas Lessons & Carols” 

7:00 PM 

“Christmas Candlelight & Communion” 



Congratulations! 
 to Blake and Hannah Allen upon the birth of their daughter, 

Bowie Blair Allen, on October 25. 
 to Johnna and Alisa Williams upon the birth of their grand-

son, Benjamin James William, on October 25.  Proud parents 
are Keith & Andrea Williams. 

 to Ryan and Brittany Paschal upon the birth of their daughter, 
Gwendolyn Jane (“Wendy”) Paschal, on November 15.  
Wendy’s big brother is Hinton. 

 

Hospitalizations and Procedures 
 

 Ruth Iverson, Margaret Thompson, Roger Ward, Charley 
Holder, Gretchen Stroud, Bob Vetter, George Griffin 

 

Christian Love and Sympathy 
 

 to Karl Kotovsky upon the dying unto Christ of his mother, 
Peg Kotovsky, on November 19. 

 to Terry Harris and family upon the dying unto Christ of 
her sister, Judy Everette, on November 22. 

 

Joys & Concerns 
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Giving Goals for November 24, 2019 ..................... 29,238.00 
Budget Offerings Received on 11-24-2019 ............ 26,251.00 
 

Total Budget Offerings Received in 2019 .......... 1,160,359.52 
Giving Goal through November 24, 2019 .......... 1,184,622.00 
Receipts to Date Comparison with Goal ................ -24,262.48 
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Important Year-End Notice  
 
Donors who itemize deductions on their 2019 tax returns must 
deliver checks on or by December 31 in order to claim a chari-
table contribution deduction for this year.  Checks placed in the 
church offering plate during worship services in 2020 will not 
qualify for a charitable contribution deduction in 2019, even if 
the check is predated or was written in 2019.  However, under 
the “mailbox exception” rule, checks written, mailed, and post-
marked in 2019 will be deductible even though they were not 
received by the church until after January 1, 2020. 
 
If you are making a stock contribution before year-end, please 
remember our stock account is with Stifel, Nicolaus & Co., Inc.  
You or your broker will need to contact either Rick Palmer or 
Chuck Davis at (910) 246-5352 in order to complete your 
transaction several days prior to December 31.  For those who 
are 70 and one-half years of age or older, you can have a distri-
bution from your IRA, up to $100,000, sent directly to the 
church.  Although not tax deductible, this contribution can go 
toward your required minimum distribution for 2019 and not 
be taxable income on your return. 
 
To avoid jeopardizing the tax deductibility of your church 
contributions, do not file your tax return until you have 
received and approved a written acknowledgment of your 
2019 contributions.  Year-end statements will be mailed prior 
to January 31, 2020.  For those of you making IRA distribution 
contributions, your statements will look different, but will still 
satisfy your commitments for the year.  If you have questions, 
concerns, or need additional information, please contact John 
Beith, Financial Administrator/Treasurer, at (910) 692-8750 or 
jrbeith@fbcsp.org. 

355 Shoeboxes! 
 

Thanks to our church family, we packed  
355 shoeboxes!  Thanks also to our youth 
and children who packed 178 of the 
shoeboxes we received at their packing 
party.  Our prayer is that the shoeboxes 

we packed will bring joy and the love of Jesus to the children 
who receive them.  Thanks for supporting this ministry! 
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Please remember to give generously to our Christmas 
Offering.  Our goal this year is $18,000.  Your gifts support 

the work of Baptist missionaries around the world. 

Goal:  $18,000 

From the Enduring Gifts Committee 
 

The Legacy Series—A Continuation 
 
On Wednesday, January 8, 2020, at 6:30 p.m. in the church 
sanctuary, Mark and Darlene Vaughn will conduct a one-hour 
overview of some of the legal and tax considerations when 
planning trusts and estates.  Full details will follow in the 
church bulletin as we get closer to January. 

— Staff News — 
 We would like to welcome Glenn Ruggles to our Church 
Staff as the Financial Administrator, replacing the retiring 
John Beith.  He looks forward to meeting and working with us 
in our church finances. 
 Glenn attended the University of Texas where he earned 
a Bachelor of Business Administration.  He later attended 
Rice University where he received his Master of Business 
Administration.  He is also licensed in North Carolina as a 
Certified Public Account.  Glenn has a variety of work experi-
ences with over 20 years of experience in responsible financial 
management positions.  Functional experience includes finan-
cial and operational reporting, operation and capital budgeting, 
planning and forecasting, and IT and facilities management. 
 Glenn lives in Pinehurst and has been helping with the 
care of his elderly parents for the past two years.  In his spare 
time he enjoys cycling in the Pinehurst/Southern Pines area. 
Glenn is a member of the Redeemer Church PCA.  His pastor 
described Glenn as a very personable and trustworthy individ-
ual and believes he would do a very good job serving our 
church as Financial Administrator. 
 Glenn was approved at a called church business meeting 
on November 20, 2019.  He will begin work December 1 and 
be trained by John Beith through January 31, 2020. 
 Let us all welcome Glenn Ruggles as our new Financial 
Administrator to First Baptist Church, Southern Pines. 
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“Coffee & Conversation”—Three Gatherings for Women 
Interested in gathering with old and new friends in a casual 
setting for coffee and conversation? 
Sandra Moody hosts a small group in her home in Southern 
Pines, the first Friday of every month, from 9:00-10:00 a.m. 
Thank you for your interest.  This group is full. 
Karen Herring hosts a group in her home in Pinehurst.  This 
group, limited to 12 women, meets the second Monday of 
each month from 9:00-10:00 a.m.  If interested, contact Karen 
at (910) 628-8911 or halherring@yahoo.com. 
Alice Ormston hosts a gathering in her home in Pinehurst, 
limited to 12 women, the third Thursday of each month, from 
6:30-7:30 p.m.  If interested, please phone or text Alice at 
(910) 603-8238 or aliceormston@yahoo.com. 
These groups will continue after the first of the year. 
 

Watch the December bulletins for Winter 
BridgePoints. 
 

Churchwide Christmas Meal, Business Meeting, 
and “Christmas Bells” 
Join us on Wednesday evening, December 11, as we gather to 
share a holiday meal and continue to celebrate the season.  
After a brief business meeting to approve the 2020 budget, 
we’ll enjoy “Christmas Bells,” a concert presented by our 
handbell ministry.  The dinner line opens at 5:15 p.m.  Stand-
ing reservations apply.  To make a one-time reservation, call 
the church office or log on to our website at www.fbcsp.org.  
 

Sunday School on December 29 
On Sunday, December 29, adults are invited to gather in the 
Fellowship Hall at 9:30 a.m. for a devotional and time of 
fellowship.  You’re invited to bring leftover Christmas good-
ies to share.  We’ll provide juice and coffee.  Preschoolers, 
children, and youth will attend their usual classes.  There will 
be one worship service on December 29 at 11:00 a.m. 
 

Christmas Greetings from the Allens 
Christmas is my favorite time of year at First Baptist—the 
sanctuary decorations, the music, the Sunday school gatherings, 
our Christmas Eve services, and the generosity of our church 
family in reaching out to our neighbors in need.  This year 
marks our 21st Christmas at First Baptist and the year Sarah, 
who was three weeks old when we moved, turned 21!  She'll 
graduate from Meredith College in May, and Hannah, who 
was three when we came to Southern Pines, is married to Zach 
and living in Cary.  How the years do fly by.  I’m grateful for 
the faith foundation First Baptist offered my children and for 
the friendships and warmth of community Beverly and I con-
tinue to enjoy.  Our family wishes you a joyous celebration of 
the birth of Jesus and new year filled with happiness and hope. 
 
Peace, 
Tom 

Thank you . . .  
to those who wrote for this year’s Advent 
devotional guide, highlighting our theme of 
“Peace.”  I'm grateful to each of you for 
sharing stories of moments or seasons when 
you experienced God’s peace.  Thanks also 
to Cleta Hubbard for creating the beautiful 
artwork for this year's guide.   
 

Fall BridgePoints Continue . . . 
 
“What to Make of The Apostle:  Understanding Paul” 
A study of one of Christianity’s most fascinating leaders—
Paul, the Church's first missionary and the “Apostle to the 
Gentiles.” 
When: Wednesdays through December 3, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Where: Room 216, Adult Education Wing 
Facilitator: David Helms 
Cost: None 
 
“First Church 101” 
This class offers an introduction to the life of faith at First 
Baptist, along with a brief overview of Baptist history and 
beliefs.  The class is for new members, prospective members, 
and anyone interested in knowing more about our church.  
Any and all questions are welcome!  Any and all are welcome! 
When: Wednesdays through December 3, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Where: Room 208, Adult Education Wing 
Facilitator: Tom Allen 
Cost: None 
 
“Knit, Purl, and Pray” 
This creative gathering for knitters of all skill levels crafts 
prayer shawls, chemo caps, and baby blankets as a ministry 
of care and support.  No experience needed. 
When: Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Where: Room 206, Adult Education Wing 
Facilitator: Melissa Bearfield 
Cost: None 
This group meets through May. 
 
“Crafting a Card Ministry” 
This class will teach participants the art of creating handmade 
cards.  Those cards will be sent to friends who are bereaved or 
recovering from illness, who are new parents, or who just need 
a lift or encouraging word.  No experience necessary.  Two 
groups are offered.  For more information, call Joyce Collins 
at (502) 552-2325. 
When: Every Wednesday, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
 Every other Tuesday, 1:00-3:00 p.m. 
Where: Room 200, Adult Education Wing 
Facilitator: Joyce Collins 
Cost: None 
This group concludes in December. 
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Youth HappeningsYouth HappeningsYouth HappeningsYouth Happenings    
December / January Schedule 

 

Sunday, December 1 
 Sunday School 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 “Hanging of the Greens” 
 (Youth and Children’s Choir Program) 5:00-6:00 p.m. 
 Youth will decorate the youth room 
 (dinner provided). 6:15-7:30 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, December 4 
 Outreach #6: 
 “Children’s Christmas Celebration” 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
 (Preschool: Children’s Area — Grades 1-6: Youth Area) 
 
Friday, December 6 
 Youth Shopping Trip to the Streets 
 at Southpoint 4:30-10:00 p.m. 
 
Sunday, December 8 
 Sunday School 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 Youth Dinner 6:00 p.m. 
 Youth Bible Study (7-12) 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, December 11 
 “Christmas Bells” 6:30 p.m. 
 (Youth Handbell Program) 
 
Sunday, December 15 
 Sunday School 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 Youth Crazy Night Christmas Party 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
 
Monday, December 16 
 Youth Advisory Committee Party 
 At the Moores’ 6:30-9:00 p.m. 

 
No Youth Bible Study on Sunday, December 22 and 29, 

and Wednesday, December 18 and 25. 
 
Sundays, January 5, 12, and 19 
 Sunday School 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 JuBELLation 4:00-5:00 p.m. 
 Youth Choir (9-12) 5:15-6:00 p.m. 
 Youth Bible Study (7-8) 5:15-6:00 p.m. 
 Youth Supper 6:00-6:30 p.m. 
 Youth Choir (7-8) 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
 Youth Bible Study (9-12) 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
 
Sunday, January 26 
 Sunday School 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 JuBELLation 4:00-5:00 p.m. 
 Youth Choir (7-12) 5:15-6:00 p.m. 
 Youth Supper 6:00-6:30 p.m. 
 Youth Crazy Night (7-12) 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
 

No Youth activities on Wednesday, January 1. 
 
Wednesdays, January 8, 15, 22, and 29 
 Church Family Supper 5:15-6:15 p.m. 
 Youth Bible Study 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, January 8 
 Youth Outreach #8:  College Care Packages 

Youth Parent Meeting 
 

Monday, December 2 
6:00 PM — Youth Room 

 

This is an important information meeting for ALL middle 
school and high school parents.  We will be going over all 
of the details for all of the upcoming trips and fundraisers 
planned for this year.  You won’t want to miss it.  Please 

plan to attend.  Contact Bryan with questions. 

 

Youth Winter Retreat 
Friday, January 31—Sunday, February 2 

This year, we will return to the snowy mountains of West 
Virginia and Winterplace Ski Resort.  We will leave around 
12 noon on Friday, January 31, spend all day Saturday on the 
ski slopes (including tubing), and finish up Sunday morning 
with a time of praise, worship, and reflection before we board 
the buses to return home.  It will be an awesome weekend that 
you will not want to miss.  The trip will be $250.00 which will 
include transportation, lodging, four meals, lift ticket, and ski 
rentals for Friday night and Saturday morning.  Tubing can be 
substituted on Friday night if you desire.  Everyone going on 
the trip will be required to wear a helmet—no exceptions! 
A $50.00 deposit is due now to hold your spot.  This trip is 
now full, but I am taking names for the waiting list. 

Y>Q4; OQ4857R; P8>S5R4: 
 

Once a month, FBCSPYG will follow the command that Jesus 
gave to help others in need. Our projects focus on other groups 
within our church and community and will give our youth an 
opportunity to serve. 
 

December 4 — Children’s Christmas Celebration — Youth 
will have a party with our children with crafts, games, and 
a movie. 

 

December 8 — Empty Stocking Project — Youth adopt two 
families in the community and give them Christmas.  Each 
youth is asked to buy a $25.00 Walmart or food gift card 
that will be used to buy Christmas for a needy family. 

 

January 15 — College Care Packages — Youth send 
packages to our college students to brighten their day. 

 

January 1-31 — Blessing Bags — Students will collect items 
(bar of soap, wash cloth, toothpaste and toothbrush, 

 deodorant, and food snacks) to make bags for the homeless. 
 

February 15 — Roadside Trash Pickup — Youth will help 
clean up the community by picking up trash on the road-
side between US 1 and the church. 

 

March 1-31 — Food Drive — During the month of January, 
youth will collect canned food for the Food Bank. 

 Children will join youth on this project. 
 

April 1-30 — Honduras Baby Packs Collection — Students 
will make packs for the college missions team to deliver.  
Packs include cloth diaper, onesie, baby blanket, and 
Beanie Baby. 

 

April 4 — Children’s Easter Celebration — Youth will help 
lead the children in Easter crafts and games.  The day will 
end with an Easter Egg Hunt on the church grounds. 

 

July 13-17 — Vacation Bible School 
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NOTES OF GRAT  TUDE 
Dear Friends, 
 Thank you for your lovely invitation to preach and your 
gracious hospitality.  Everyone was so lovely, and it was very 
meaningful to be at Dad’s first church. 
 All the best, 
 Sarah Shelton 
 

Editor’s Note:  The Reverend Sarah Jackson Shelton led us in 
worship on Baptist Heritage Sunday, November 3.  Her father, 
Lamar Jackson, was Pastor at FBCSP from 1946-1948. 
Sarah recently retired as pastor of the Baptist Church of the 
Covenant in Birmingham, Alabama. 

Youth BBQ Fundraiser 
Friday, February 21, 2020 

Lunch: 11:00 AM-2:00 PM 
BBQ from Ron’s Barn — Eat In or Take Out 
Cost:  $8.00 per plate (drinks provided with eat-in only). 
Delivery available with purchase of 10 or more plates.  Call 
Bryan at (910) 692-7142 to arrange delivery times.  Money 
raised will go toward the Youth Mission Trip to Nashville in 
June and the Fall 
Retreat to Caswell in 
November.  If you 
are planning to go on 
these trips, you must 
sell a minimum of 10 
tickets.  We also need 
adults to help with 
deliveries and to 
serve, because we will be responsible for making plates.  Any 
parents that can help the day of the BBQ, please contact Bryan. 

 

College Honduras Mission Trip 
Sunday, May 17—Sunday, May 24, 2020 

We have set the dates for the college mission trip for next 
spring.  We plan to return to Honduras from May 17-24 to 
help build a home for a needy family.  If you are interested in 
putting your name on the list, have questions, or would like 
more information, email me at bmoore@fbcsp.org.  A deposit 
of $100.00 will hold your spot and is due now.  The total cost 
of the trip is $600.00.  This will be due by Sunday, April 26.  
Please let me know if you are interested. 
 
Thank you for being a part of FBCSPYG! 
Bryan 

FAMILIES 
Ministry 

“Thy word have I hidden in my heart that I might not sin 
against thee…” - Psalm 119:11 
Having a transformed mind and heart begins with intentional 
training, deciding daily what we choose to think about and 
focus on.  Missing the “mark” of God’s intentions in our lives 
is not the goal of any of us who follow Jesus.  So, let’s be 
intentional about placing God’s word in our hearts and minds 
by memorizing the “Family Verse of the Month.”  Parents are 
the most influential people in a child’s life.  Influence your 
children by modeling the memorization of scripture as a family.  
When tempted by Satan, Jesus refuted each temptation with 
scripture.  Let God’s word shape the development of values in 
your family’s life.  Jesus’ method of turning away from temp-
tation is the proven way.  The verse of the month will be at the 
bottom of your worship bulletin each week. 
 

Wednesday Nights at First Baptist 
Please remember to make your reservation for Wednesday 
Night Supper by noon on the Tuesday before via the church 
website at www.fbcsp.org, by calling the church office at 
(910) 692-8750, or by filling out a blue reservation card found 
in the pew racks each Sunday. 
 

 4:30 p.m. Children’s Handbell Choir 
 5:15 p.m. Dinner 
 6:00 p.m. Choir (3 year olds-6th graders) 
 6:30 p.m. Nursery (babies-2 year olds) 
 6:30 p.m. Adult BridgePoints 
 6:30 p.m. Youth Bible Study 
 6:45 p.m. Missions Classes (Mission Friends, RAs, 
  and GAs) (1st-6th graders) 
 
We are so grateful to the church family for your support in 
this ministry! 
 

    Bryan and Carolyn 

Spotlight on . . . 

 We are blessed to live in a community with organiza-
tions and resources to help those in need.  Family Promise 
of Moore County is one of these as it provides shelter, meals, 
and services to homeless women and children in their custody.  
Counseling and help with job training are also part of their 
mission to get the women back on their feet to be able to 
provide for themselves and their children. 
 First Baptist Church of Southern Pines is one of Family 
Promise’s partners in caring.  As Tom Allen so eloquently 
states, “The vision of Family Promise helps us to fulfill our 
mission as a church and corresponds beautifully with our core 
values and what our faith requires of us—to care for the poor, 
the least among us.” 
 Family Promise opened its doors to homeless families in 
January 2000.  Initially, it used churches for overnight lodging, 
congregation volunteers, and social services for referrals.  
Then, in 2016, Family Promise purchased a 3,500-square-foot 
home located at 400 Saunders Boulevard in Aberdeen for its 
permanent shelter which is supported by three full-time staff, 
several part-time staff, and volunteers from 15 area churches 
and organizations. 
 Please visit Family Promise of Moore County’s website 
at www.fpofmc.org for more information and ways to contrib-
ute. 



6 / The Tie / December 2019 / January 2020 

Peace is often sought after but not always easy to find.  I have 
experienced real peace many times in ministry, but there is an 
experience early on where I vividly recall feeling filled with 
deep peace.  Polly and I were serving our first church in 
Chickamauga, Georgia.  It was Christmas Eve, and we were 
driving around looking at Christmas lights, trying to think of 
who might be alone this night.  Our neighbor Anna Maude 
had had some recent health struggles, and we had been looking 
in on her quite often.  Her house was right across the street 
from where we lived.  A proud and faithful Methodist, she 
gladly welcomed visits from her Baptist neighbors.  But as 
we drove around, for some strange reason I felt that we 
should drop in on one of our old saintly members, Miss Polly 
Robinson. 
 
Now, Miss Polly was one of the most wonderful women I had 
ever known.  (Something about that name…)  Occasionally, 
we were lucky enough to score Sunday dinner at her home 
with her family, and those were joyous events.  Exquisite food 
and laughter reigned supreme.  Miss Polly’s rolls were so light 
they floated off the platter.  The love of Christ radiated from 
Miss Polly—it was a joy to chat with her on any occasion 
because of her kind, gentle spirit.  Her eyes shined, and her 
voice was always so clear and strong when she would say, 
“I love you.”  Miss Polly was one of a kind.  She was 74 years 
old when we met her and gaining speed.  She mowed her own 
yard with one of those old-style spinning reel grass cutters. 
She was tough.  In my mind, Miss Polly was the one person 
who was always centered in her relationship with God and 
always at peace. 
 
 Back to Christmas Eve…  This was a wonderful 
holiday for us, plenty of free time and few concerns.  We 
had a thorough discussion that night whether we should visit 
anyone on Christmas Eve, because we were concerned it was 
family time and we probably shouldn’t interrupt.  We had a 
mild disagreement over who we should see—Anna Maude 
was not well, and, as my Polly said, “Miss Polly is always ok, 
always helping everybody else.”  Again, I had that feeling, 
and we arrived at Miss Polly’s.  To our astonishment, she 
came to the door totally disheveled and in her housecoat.  She 
threw open the door.  “Oh, my!  God has sent you.  He has 
answered my prayers!  Something terrible has happened. 
Thank you for coming to see me.  Please, come in.”  She had 
been crying for some time, and she thought word of a family 
crisis had somehow traveled to us, but we knew nothing at all. 
A situation had arisen, as always seems to happen around the 
holidays.  We talked and prayed and cried together.  In those 
moments, I knew a peace that was directly from God—the 
security and satisfaction that comes from knowing God guided 
you to the right place at the right time.  In those moments, God 
directed us through something as simple as Christmas lights 
and a Christmas Eve visit that brought both peace to us and to 
our friend.  “In his heart a man plans his course, but the Lord 
determines his steps.” (Proverbs 16:9).  Thanks be to God. 
 
Merry Christmas, 
Greg 
 

Contributed by Roger and Carol Wilson 
 
“Christmas at the Biltmore” Trip Wrap-up 
Twenty-two of our Seniors on the Move folks from FBCSP 
traveled to see the Biltmore home at Christmastime.  We were 
duly impressed.  This European-style mansion was decked out 
to the hilt with trees and garland everywhere.  It was stunning 
to say the least.  As an added bonus, the Downton Abbey 
Exhibition began its residence on November 8 and will be 
there through early April 2020.  We left on Thursday at noon 
and had a wonderful lunch in the fall sunshine at the I73/74 
rest area near Seagrove.  Who knew a sack lunch stop could 
be so fun?  We traveled to Asheville and stayed at the Best 
Western on Tunnel Hill Road.  We were impressed by our 
accommodations.  We ate dinner at the Moose Café, and the 
food was marvelous.  Some of us retired for the evening after 
dinner, and some of us stayed up and played Bananagrams and 
card games like Skip-Bo.  And some of us lost a good deal of 
money to Donna and Jane!  We made our way home after the 
day session on Friday.  Thanks to all whose who made the 
journey!  Please check out the photos from the trip on the 
Senior Adult Bulletin Board! 
 
Our Seniors on the Move gathered on Monday, November 10, 
at 5:00 p.m. with 100 people in attendance, including the 82nd 
Airborne All-American Chorus whom we welcomed back for 
their second year as our guests and who gave another fantastic 
performance for the evening.  We enjoyed our annual Veterans 
Day and Thanksgiving potluck dinner.  Bobbie Shira’s team 
was in charge of set up, decorations, and clean up this month. 
Please check out the photos on the Senior Adult Bulletin 
Board!  Thank you all for a great evening! 
 
WOW (Widows or Widowers) gathered on November 21 for 
a light lunch and fellowship in the Fellowship Hall.  Two 
Thanksgiving baskets were assembled for two needy families.   
 
We will gather in Fellowship Hall for our Christmas Seniors 
on the Move on Monday, December 9, at 5:00 p.m.  Group 3 
is in charge of set up, decorations, and clean up:  Nancy 
Hopkins, Chair; Bob Hopkins, Beverly & Tom Allen, Lynn 
& John Beith, Ron Crow & Betsy Waters, Trish & Tom 
Dykeman, Carol Hannah, Judy & Rod Herbig, Calvin Howell, 
Mary McCulloch, and Judy & Paul Miles.  After dinner, we’ll 
have our annual Christmas gathering, with the Senior Singers, 
singing and playing the fun “Mrs. Right and Mr. Left” gift 
exchange.  This year, we’re doing a new version!  Please bring 
a non-breakable $5.00 gift for the exchange.  Please bring a 
covered dish, side dish, and/or dessert to share.  Remember, 
someone will be at the old portico door on the lower level to 
assist you with your covered dish.  Just pull under the portico 
and then you may park your vehicle. 
 
Please remember that Senior Singers meets in the choir room 
every Monday morning at 10:30 a.m.  As always, make sure to 
check out our Senior Adult Ministry Activities bulletin board 
across from the Fellowship Hall regularly for upcoming events 
and opportunities to be involved in.  Your Senior Adult Minis-
try Committee continues to actively plan upcoming events and 
opportunities.  We look forward to seeing you this month, as 
we gather together as Seniors on the Move! 
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Women’s Ministry Group BreakfastWomen’s Ministry Group BreakfastWomen’s Ministry Group BreakfastWomen’s Ministry Group Breakfast    
Saturday, December 7 — 8:00 AM 

All women of the church are welcome! 
 

The Women’s Ministry of First Baptist will hold a monthly 
breakfast at Golden Corral on the first Saturday of each month 
at 8:00 a.m.  Only $5 per person!  All women are welcome; no 
RSVP necessary.  Contact Alice Ormston at (910) 603-8238 

or aliceormston@yahoo.com with questions or for more 
information.  We hope to see you! 

 

 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP GROUP 

P87U58 B857VE7:4 
Men of God, Stand Firm in Christ! 

 

All men are welcome to join us at Golden Corral on 
Saturday, December 21, at 8:00 a.m. for food, fellowship, 

and the sharing of our faith.  Only $5.00 per person! 
Contact Keith Dangerfield at (910) 949-2518 

or marinetanker82@gmail.com for more information. 
We hope you’ll join us! 
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Harvest Laborers 
 

Harvest Laborers will meet on Tuesday, December 10, 
at 6:00 p.m. at Olive Garden to eat dinner.  Ladies will visit 
various nursing homes during the day.  Jan Foster will send 

an email to everyone so they may choose which home to visit. 
 

Harvest Laborers meets on the second Tuesday of each month at 
various locations and times.  For more information, contact Nelda 
Cockman at nrc67@nc.rr.com or (910) 673-2342, or Karen Griffin 

at karenhgriffin1@gmail.com or (910) 690-3274. 
 

Mission Action Group 
 

Mission Action will be leading the Pastor’s weekly prayer 
gathering on Wednesday, December 11, at 11:00 a.m. in the 
Prayer Room.  There will not be a regular monthly meeting on 

the third Monday in December.  Thanks to all members for 
donating 56 pounds of food for the Food Bank! 

 

The Mission Action Group meets on the third Monday of each month 
at 11:45 a.m. in Room 206.  For more information, contact Bonnie 

Elhart at (910) 420-2513 or velhart@outlook.com or Patricia 
Teague at (910) 692-8867 or pdteague520@hotmail.com. 

Women's Ministry 
January Winter Warm-up 

 
The Women's Ministry presents a 
Women's Winter Warm-up, "Connecting 
Spirit to Spirit" on Saturday, January 25, 
from 3:00-5:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 
 
Amy O’Reilly will be our guest speaker 
and will bring us an uplifting message: 
 

 "Breath of Heaven Friendships: 
Connecting Spirit to Spirit." 

 
Amy is the author of When Only Faith 
Remains:  Finding Yourself in the Life of 
Mary, the Mother of Jesus. 
 
Following Amy's talk, we will all enjoy 
and warm up with a variety of hot soups. 
 
All women in the church ages 13-99 are 
welcome to attend. 
 
Ladies, mark your calendars now and don't 
miss out on this wonderful opportunity to 
warm up together with fun and fellowship. 

 

Plastic Grocery Bags 
 

“Plastic bags for Meals on Wheels” 
will take a break for a few months. 

Thank you for your wonderful donations. 
We will start again in the spring. 
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C H U R C H  S TA F F  
 

David Helms, Senior Minister — dhelms@Bcsp.org 

Tom Allen, Minister of EducaJon & AdministraJon — tallen@Bcsp.org 

Greg Lundberg, Minister of Music & Senior Adults — glundberg@Bcsp.org 

Bryan Moore, Minister of Youth & Students / Children & Families —

bmoore@Bcsp.org 

Carolyn Helms, Interim Assistant Minister of Children & Families — 

chelms@Bcsp.org 

John Beith, Financial Administrator/Treasurer — jrbeith@Bcsp.org 

Lucinda Cole, ExecuJve AdministraJve Assistant — lcole@Bcsp.org 

Lisa Corbe", Office Manager — lcorbeR@Bcsp.org 

Kathy Farren, AdministraJve Assistant — kfarren@Bcsp.org 

Glenn Ruggles, Financial Administrator — gruggles@Bcsp.org 

Susan Ward, Organist / Music Associate — sward@Bcsp.org 

Susan Galbreith, Food Services Director — susang@Bcsp.org 

Susan Trudell, Food Services Assistant 

Amy Chavis, Director, Sonshine Learning Center — slcamychavis@gmail.com 

February Issue of The Tie 

If you have news or informaJon that you would like to 

submit for the February issue, contact Lisa in the church 

office.  The deadline for the February issue is Wednesday, 

January 22. 
 

Weekly Prayer Gathering 

On the first Wednesday of each month, David Helms leads 

a service of prayer, communion, and healing at 11:00 a.m. 

in the Prayer Room.  This monthly Jme of prayer provides 

an opportunity to seek God’s grace, pray for others, and seek 

God’s healing.  Regular prayer services are held on all other 

Wednesdays.  Join us for this Jme of meditaJon and prayer. 
 

E-Blasts 

Weekly e-notes and news blasts are sent to church members 

and friends who have an e-mail address on file in the church 

office.  If you have not been receiving these blasts, contact 

Lisa in the church office. 
 

Sunday Worship Bulle,ns 

If you have news or informaJon for the weekly worship 

bulleJn announcements, contact Lisa in the church office. 
 

Large Print Bulle,ns 

Large print bulleJns and hymns are available on Sunday 

mornings, if needed.  Please ask an usher for assistance. 
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Sunday, December 1 
Sunday, January 5 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

 

O F F I C E  H O U R S  
9:00 AM-4:30 PM — Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 

9:00 AM-5:00 PM — Wednesday 

9:00 AM-12:00 PM — Friday 
 

        SUNDAY SCHEDULE       WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE 

  8:30 a.m. Worship Service 4:30 p.m. Children’s Handbells 

  9:45 a.m. Sunday School 5:15 p.m. Church Family Supper 

11:00 a.m. Worship Service 6:00 p.m. Children’s Choirs 

  4:00 p.m. JuBELLaJon  (3 years-6th grade) 

  5:15 p.m. High School Choir (9-12) 6:15 p.m. Nursery (babies-2 years) 

  5:15 p.m. Middle School Bible 6:30 p.m. Adult Small Groups 

 Study (7-8) 6:30 p.m. Youth Bible Study 

  6:00 p.m. Youth Supper 6:45 p.m. Missions Classes 

  6:30 p.m. Middle School Choir (7-8)  (grades 1-6) 

  6:30 p.m. High School Bible Study (9-12) 7:30 p.m. Sanctuary Choir 


