HSA Meeting November 17, 2009

In attendance: Sr. Catherine, Chris Katz, Julie Tilley, Jennifer Bartnik, Lori Hall, Janina DeMasi, Bryan Bland, Sarah Vrolijk, Sue Ann Glower, Kathy Dunn, Arlene Soberano, Cyndy Risku, Aerin Benavides, Joanne Vance

 
Principal’s Report

Sr. Catherine opened with prayer.  Sister reported that she attended the Mother Son Bowling Night and had a great time.  The kindergarten is preparing for their Thanksgiving program.  Sister also reported that Grades 5-8 had a program on Anne Frank today (November 17).  The program had a good message.
President’s Report

No report
Treasurer’s Report
No report.  
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Secretary
Quorom present.  Minutes approved for September and October HSA Meetings.

Wetlands Report

Aerin Benavides spoke to HSA regarding the wetlands at STM.  Aerin spoke on the benefits of having an outdoor classroom.  There are grants available for creating the wetlands.  Aerin is looking for people to help write the grants.  A meeting will be held November 18 to further discuss this project.  Aerin also announced that Science Night will be May 18.  
Committee Reports

Halloween Carnival
Jennifer Bartnik reported that the Halloween Carnival made $4,922.38 this year.  Approximately 550 children’s wristbands were sold.  Set-up and clean-up went smoothly.  The layout of this year’s carnival was impacted by the construction.  Next year pizza and coke will again be sold on the back porch behind the gym.  The 50-50 raffle was won by the O’Brien family.  Next year’s carnival is Friday, October 29.
.

Uniform Sale

Janina DeMasi reported that $475 was made during the Parent Teacher Conferences days.  The next uniform sale will be April 15-17 during the Used Book Sale.  

Grade Parent

No report
Cultural Enrichment

No report
Academic Enrichment
Arlene Soberano reported that there were 21 applicants for the beginning chess class.  Two beginning chess classes have been scheduled.  There were 16 applicants for 12 spots in the intermediate chess class.  The intermediate chess class will take place in January.  The committee is exploring the possibility of having chess competitions between schools.  Preparation for the National Geography Bee has begun.  
Whole Foods

No report
Communication

A vote was taken and passed to begin a HSA new website.   This new website will enhance communications for the school.  It will also be user friendly.  The new site will allow committee chairs to individually update the site.  The cost of the new site is $39.95 per month.  This includes 20 channels (web pages), free templates, and 5 email addresses.  The proposed start up date is January 1, 2010.  Bryan Bland will work with Michael Throm to set a date for HSA training on the new site. 
Holiday Shoppe

Chris Katz reported for Cathy Elmore.  70 tables have been sold for the event.  There are over 40 vendors on the wait list.   A banner will be going up soon to advertise the event. New for 2009 is a coffee bar on the stage.  This will give shoppers a chance to sit down and refuel for more shopping. 
Upper School Social 
Chris Katz reported for Betty Morris.  The Christmas dance is scheduled for Tuesday, December 22 during the morning school hours.  There will be no need for chaperones, decorations, etc.  The only thing needed is food.  Grade parents will be responsible for coordinating the food.  
Christmas Tree Coupons

Sue Ann Glower asked for volunteers to sell at mass.  Order forms will be going home on Thursday, November 19.  Coupons will also be available during the Holiday Shoppe and also in the school office.  There are 2 locations that you can use the coupons at:  Weaver Dairy and Martin Luther King, and Highway 54 at East 54.  

Wrapping Paper

Kathy Dunn reported that $5000 was made from the wrapping paper sale.  

Lunch Program

Sarah Vrolijk reported that beginning in December Paypal will be an option when paying for lunch orders.  There will be a convenience fee for this service.  Fresh fruit has not been as popular as expected.  Sarah is investigating a food garden.
Auction
Cyndy Risku reported on the progress of the STM auction. Invitations have been sent out.  Lisa Doyle is the graphic designer for the auction.  Tickets can be ordered online.  Acquisitions are currently being solicited.  Smaller donations are being received this year.  There is still a need for more committee members.  Class donations total $3200.  They are still receiving class donation money.  
The meeting adjourned at 7:59.

Respectfully submitted by HSA Secretary, Julie Tilley

