9/18/2010
STM Parents -- 

As we come to the end of the fourth week of the school year, I want to review a few of the recent events at STM and relay some other information. 

It was a pleasure to see so many of you at Back to School Night on Sept. 1 and 2.  No matter how many years you have been a parent at the school, those nights provide a great opportunity to meet your child's teacher one on one, meet other parents in your child's class, and hear a little about what the year ahead will bring for your child in the classroom.  The enthusiasm you bring to the school will translate into your child's enthusiasm for the school.  And there is much to be enthusiastic about with our wonderful teaching staff!  The Smart Boards alone were a delight for me to see in use.  What many of you may not realize is that your Home and School Association provided the $50,000 needed to purchase all of those Smart Boards.  This is a great example of our fundraising money put to use to enrich the school community and educational experience for our children.  Each ten cent box top you cut out, each Citipass book you purchase, each time you use your VIC card, your Target charge card, purchase a Christmas Tree voucher, or attend our Auction, your donation goes to the betterment of our school.  Our fundraising last year also allowed the HSA to gift the school with $21,483 for the purchase of an acoustic system for the new gym.  This acoustic system muffles the noise in the gym during games and other events, thereby allowing spectators to watch at a reasonable noise level.

Last weekend HSA hosted the first of hopefully many Middle School Knight Fest events.  Nearly 50 students and their families attended.  This team building event began with all participants attending the 5:15 Mass.  A picnic dinner was then enjoyed by all and team games followed.  The evening concluded with shared desserts.  All who attended will admit what a fun evening we had!  This event is the first of three planned events for Middle School students and parents during this school year, with the aim being to enrich the Middle School experience by creating cross-grade teams and new student relations.  The second event will be a student service project in Jan/Feb and the third event a spring event to spotlight the graduating 8th graders.  Thank you to all who attended and helped with Knight Fest!

Many times I hear the question asked, "What exactly does HSA do?"  To answer that question, I have compiled an easy to read listing of HSA's general and specific accomplishments over the past few years.  I will be sending that list home on a printed sheet with your child next week.  Check your child's backpack for the form and enjoy reading what I guarantee will be an enlightening list.

In conclusion, the first HSA meeting of the year was held this past Tuesday night.  As a reminder, all parents are members of HSA and are invited to attend these meetings.  The next meeting will be Tuesday, Oct. 12 at 7pm in the Lower School Library.  At this meeting, two proposed changes to the HSA By-laws will be voted on and you, as members, have the opportunity to vote.  The By-laws can be found on the HSA website.  A written description of these proposed changes can be found at the Bylaws & Minutes page of this website.


Wishing all of you a great weekend!
Joanne Vance
HSA President
