
REPORT and RECOMMENDATION of the ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION 
CONCERNING TERMS OF DISMISSAL for 

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH of GLOUCESTER, VA 
April 25, 2017 

 
This Administration Commission (AC) was appointed after the October 25, 2016 PEVA 
meeting and charged to negotiate the terms of dismissal from PEVA of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Gloucester, VA (FPG), including potential transfer of the real and personal 
property being held by the church.  The AC met in person on four occasions with 
representatives of FPG, supplemented with dialogue and documents exchanged 
electronically. At a point of impasse, the AC sought both guidance and permission from VIT 
and the Stewardship Ministry Team to propose the use of a professional mediator, whose 
services could be provided at a reduced cost to be shared equally by PEVA and FPG.  Both 
sides agreed to participate. Mediation was conducted, successfully, on April 21, 2017.  Many 
hours and much consideration have been invested in this effort by everyone concerned. 
 
Having carefully and prayerfully considered all matters relevant to its task, and having 
determined that there is not a viable continuing congregation loyal to the PCUSA which may 
make use of the church property, the Administrative Commission makes the following 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

That the First Presbyterian Church, Gloucester, VA, as it is being dismissed to ECO: A 
Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians, be allowed to retain its former property 
with the following provisions: 
 
 1.  In consideration of the historical, connectional relationship that has 
existed between the First Presbyterian Church of Gloucester, VA and the Presbytery 
of Eastern VA and the PCUSA, and for the release of property claims by PEVA, a cash 
payment of $400,000.00 shall be made, in the following manner:  $200,000.00 by 
5/31/2017; $100,000.00 by 12/31/2017; and $100,000.00 by 6/30/2018. 
 2.  The name of the church shall be changed to Grace Covenant Presbyterian 
Church and all indicia of PCUSA affiliation not permanently affixed shall be removed 
from the premises. 
 3.   The subject church shall assist and cooperate with PEVA and its 
representatives in identifying, reaching out to and making provision for those 
members who remain loyal to the PCUSA. 
 4.  Original copies of session minutes and other historical documents related 
to the church's life as a Presbyterian church (PCUSA or its predecessors) will be 
turned over to the Presbytery for transmission to the Presbyterian Historical Society. 
 5.  If the congregation separates for any reason from the body or its legal 
successor to which it is being dismissed within a period of ten years from the date of 
this Presbytery meeting, April 25, 2017, the property will revert to this Presbytery or 
its legal successor. This term shall be included in any deed transferring title of the 
real estate. 
 6.  Legal title shall be conveyed upon receipt of all payments and compliance 
with other terms herein stated.   


