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Praying with hearts shattered by brokenness 

 

Over the past weeks cities within our state and even our Presbytery have 

endured unspeakable violence in a series of mass shootings in 

Charlottesville, Chesterfield County, and Chesapeake. Adding to the anguish is what seems 

like daily reports of “gun-imparted grief” that do not meet the threshold to be called a mass 

shooting but nonetheless shatter lives and leave us with heavy grief-stricken hearts. We cry 

out, “How long, Oh Lord?” 

 

Perhaps this portion of a reflection and a prayer by Rev. Dr. Lucy Forster-Smith will give 

your lament a voice and your heart courage: 

 

“But God, as the Source of Life and Healer of all, compels us as a community of faith to 

prayerfully summon our courage to name and speak out against the evil that propels 

wanton gun violence, to take action to release its grip on our society, and to care for those 

who have been victimized. 

And so, we pray: 

 

O Spirit, 

you are there when the seas of violence erupt; 

you are our strength when the world collapses under us. 

You enter unspeakable hurt with a holy holding, 

wiping away unstoppable tears. 

We call out to you, O God. 

With broken hearts we hold the shattered lives of our siblings 

who, from this day onward, will never be the same. 

We commend to your care first responders 

who step into harm’s way to stem violence and hurt, 

witnessing what we shudder to imagine. 

 

O Christ, 

whose love bends the rod of the oppressor 

toward the wings of freedom, 

bring peace into this moment, 

because enough is enough. 

Capture our imagination as people of your Holy Way, 

that we might step out boldly 

to turn swords into plowshares, 

to at long last see justice rolling down like an unstoppable river 

and peace like a glorious stream. 

  

Please, O God, 

may we never, ever give up our pursuit of peace near and far, 

across this vast and wondrous globe, 

for each and every person, child, baby, young one, 

this day and always. 

Through Christ. Amen.” 


