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Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21

John 17:20-26

And let everyone who hears say, “Come.”

And let everyone who is thirsty say, Come.”

Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift.

This morning we will initiate eight young people as adults.

I would like to say something to them and to you about the world and the church and your relationship to them.

Sometimes we must state the obvious. Point one: the world is made up of people. While it is true that technology is steadily reducing face to face human contact and that our daily lives are increasingly automated, still we are not likely to form a lasting relationship with an Automated Teller Machine. A tweet does not constitute a serious conversation.
Of course, people may form institutions as a way of organizing the world into structures that make things more manageable. We have local and national governments, for-profit and non-profit corporations, clubs, associations, and Major League Baseball. While these institutions have different purposes, they all are ways that people organize people and activities for all kinds of reasons from basic safety to entertainment. More recently, social networks such as Facebook have provided yet another way of organizing people through new technologies. Technology has not changed the fact that the world is people and that the people make the institutions. 

So the labels we sometimes use to categorize people are nothing but labels: Christians and non-Christians are people, Jews and Muslims are people, Palestinians and Israelis are people.  Technocrats and bureaucrats are people…as well as gay and straight, black and white, rich and poor and so on. 

And, point three, the church is in the people business. We are called to love all people.

The social activist Julia Ward Howe once asked Senator Charles Sumner to use his influence to intercede for a constituent who desperately needed help.  The Senator responded, "These days I've become so busy and involved in so many different things that I no longer have time to direct my attention to the concerns of individuals." Julia replied, "Senator, that is quite remarkable!  Even God hasn't reached that stage yet!"

Likewise, each of us should not fall into the same trap as the senator. Jesus said that God is in us and we are in him. And so we are God’s hands and feet who are called to care for individuals who need our help. Alone there is little any of us can do for all of the individuals in the world who need help. Working together, in a focused way, however, we can make a difference. This is one of the functions of a Christian community – a gathering of people living under the commandment to love one another. That is us when we are at our best.

Working together, the people in a church such as St. George’s can organize fifty volunteers to serve hundreds of lunches a month. Working together, the people in a church can build a sister relationship with a church in a third world country or a rural area. Working together, the people in a church can sponsor an assistance program in a nearby city. I am reminded of Hope UCC in MIlwaukee which I visited a number of years ago. This church with only fifty attendees each Sunday sponsored a Headstart program, spun off a housing project, and, at the time I was there, they were planning on setting up an AIDS ministry for Hispanic women. That is a church community at work -- a church reaching out to the world of people and ministering to their needs.

But the church is not just a social service agency. There are plenty of those in the world already. Churches have an even greater responsibility that is to extend to the world God’s reconciling love given to us in Jesus Christ. Because of who we are and where our strength derives, the church can take the brokenness of the individual and the failings of the society and cope with both of them.  

There’s the story of the community in a rain forest that discovered a wounded man floating down the river on a raft. They tended to his wounds as yet another person came down the river. They were busy tending many wounded before they got the idea to go up river and try to stop the violence that was creating the injuries. Likewise, the church can actively feed the hungry and at the same speak prophetically about the causes of world hunger. We are not just a social service. Nor are we just a group of people who criticize the secular values of the world.  We can be agents of change by living Christian lives and be telling others about Christ. 
The world is people.  And we are called to love them. The Book of Revelation offers us this verse:
The Spirit and the bride [the church] say, "Come." And let everyone who hears say, "Come." And let everyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift.

The water of life. That’s what we have here through our Baptism. In a moment we will renew our Baptismal vows. Imagine that you are standing under a waterfall on a hot day and cool refreshing water is cascading over you. Jesus Christ is that water. 

People everywhere need that water. People need a place to go to that is open and willing to give them that water – to accept them as they are.  People need a place where they can meet face to face with others who are struggling with pain and suffering.  People need a place that does not judge them because of the color of their skin or the sound of their speech or anything else. People need a place that can help them overcome the bondage the keeps them from being their whole selves. The world is in desperate need of reconciliation -- so that the powerful will trust God enough to take their feet off the necks of those who do not have power.
The world is people. The people are thirsty. We are called to love the people. Let them come to the water.

Charge to celebrities.

It is no mistake that the name of the program you are in is “journey to adulthood.” 

I just returned from a journey that included taking a train from Seattle to Salinas, California. A distance of about 1200 miles. For me there is something special about travel by train, and I do not know exactly what it is. But there is a moment in train travel that is magic for me. It‘s the moment that a train starts to move forward. 

On this trip that moment was accentuated by the fact that the train originated in Seattle. We the passengers got our tickets checked in the station and there were let out onto the platform where the train was waiting. This long distance train consisted of fourteen of those large double deck cars that seem to large and heavy to go anywhere. Most likely the train  had been there a couple of hours being prepared for the journey. I found my way to my seat and settled in. I had a good view of the entrance to the Seahawks stadium that was hosting a soccer match that day. At that point the train was stationary while I watched other people in motion doing things.

Then that magic moment came. One second the train was still. The next moment, without a sound, the train was inching forward. 

In a few minutes your train will inch forward. Instead of watching adults do things, you will be adults in motion.

But one thing does not change.  You were and will continue to be God’s beloved. God said this to Jesus at his baptism and repeated it to us at our baptism and every time we renew our baptismal vows.

Your train is leaving the station. Your journey is beginning. Godspeed to God’s beloved.
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