
A Brief history of Shrine Mont 
Shrine Mont is a conference center of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Virginia and includes more than 1,400 
acres of land and buildings at the foot of the Great 
North Mountain in northwestern Shenandoah County 
(on the border with West Virginia). Shrine Mont is a 
part of the village of Orkney Springs and was original-
ly established as a resort in the 1830s. The baths at 
Orkney Springs were supplied from the Bear Wallow 
Spring opposite the main hotel. In addition, there are 
seven other mineral springs on the property: the Sul-
phur, Healing, Arsenic, Iron-Sulphur, Chalybeate, 
Alum, and Freestone. These waters used to be consid-
ered cures for diseases including mental and physical 
exhaustion and rheumatic or gouty afflictions.  
 
Most of the buildings in the Orkney Springs resort are 
wooden framed and sided structures, painted white 
with dark green shutters. It is an idyllic setting. The 
Maryland House, where many of us will stay, was 
constructed about 1850 and is the oldest standing 
building at the spa. The main structure, the Virginia 
House, is a large three-story building with porches 
around three of its sides, a large ballroom, a large din-
ing hall, offices, and a gift shop. 
 
During the resortõs heyday, it had sleeping accommo-
dations for more than 750 people within its Virginia, 
Maryland, Pennsylvania Houses and seven cottages. 
The Virginia and Pennsylvania Houses are connected 
by walkways from the porches. The original bath 
house no longer remains, but many of the other his-
toric structures are still used. 
 
The resort continued to operate until the 1950s. In 
1920, the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia acquired land 
beside the resort to use as a retreat center. Their prop-
erty was called Shrine Mont. In 1979, the Diocese 
purchased the 950-acre Orkney Springs resort to pro-
tect itself from encroachment and to expand its re-
treat center to accommodate larger groups. The prop-
erty represents grandeur typical of resorts no longer in 
existence in the Blue Ridge Mountains area. 
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PARISH RETREAT WEEKEND 

AT SHRINE MONT 
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òWe love lots of òdown timeó and time to just enjoy the beau-
ty of Shrine Mont.  It is an opportunity for us as a family to 
put away our phones and our computers and our other 
òstuffó and just be together!ó 
     

òOur kids talk about Shrine Mont throughout the 
year.  It is a good old fashioned Christian family 
weekend.  It is why we go and look forward to it 
every year!ó 
    

òWe love being there, the fellowship, and enjoy-
ing time with our family.ó 
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Located in the mountains just west of the Shen-
andoah Valley, Orkney Springs is within an 
hourõs drive from Winchester to the north and 
Harrisonburg to the south. It is approximately 2 
1/2 hours from the Washington, DC and Rich-
mond metropolitan areas. To reach Orkney 
Springs, follow I-81 to Mount Jackson (Exit 
#273) in the northern Shenandoah Valley. Turn 
East on Rt. 703; right (south) on US 11; right 
on Rt. 263 and continue approximately 12 miles 
to Orkney Springs. 

 

 


