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PRELUDE   Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme, BWV 645   Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
 
Please stand as the service begins. All are invited to join in the singing of the congregational hymns. 
 
INTROIT People, look East                           Besançon Carol, Arr. John L.Hooker (b. 1944) 

Sung by the choir; Terry Morgan, conductor 
 
People, look East.  The time is near of the crowning of the year.   
Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth and set the table.   
People, look East and sing today: Love the Guest is on the way. 
 

Furrows, be glad.  Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there:   
give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flow’r may flourish.   
People, look East and sing today: Love the Rose is on the way. 
 
Birds, though ye long have ceased to build, guard the nest that must be filled.   
Even the hour when wings are frozen God for fledging time has chosen.   
People, look East and sing today: Love the Bird is on the way. 

 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim one more light the bowl shall brim,  
shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together.  
People, look East and sing today: Love the Star is on the way.  

 

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth Christ who brings new life to earth.  
Set every peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming.   
People, look East and sing today: Love the Lord is on the way. 
                                                    Text by Eleanor Farjeon (1881-1965) 
 
HYMN                                               Traditional Melody, Arr. Sir David Willcocks (1919-2015) 

 

     Verse 1 sung by soloist 
Come, thou Redeemer of the earth, and manifest thy virgin birth:  
Let every age adoring fall; such birth befits the God of all. 
 
     All sing: 
Begotten of no human will, but of the Spirit thou art still 
The word of God in flesh arrayed, the promised fruit to man displayed. 
 
The virgin womb that burden gained with virgin honour all unstained;  
The banners there of virtue glow; God in his temple dwells below. 
 
From God the Father he proceeds, to God the Father back he speeds;  
His course he runs to death and hell, returning on God’s throne to dwell.  

 

Thy cradle here shall glitter bright, and darkness breathe a newer light,  
Where endless faith shall shine serene, and twilight never intervene. 
 

All laud, eternal Son, to thee whose advent sets thy people free,  
Whom with the Father we adore, and Holy Ghost for evermore. Amen.  

Saint Ambrose (340-397) 
 



   

 

 

THE BIDDING PRAYER           The Rector 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE GRACE 
 

     The congregation is seated.  
 
FIRST LESSON: Genesis 3:1-22 

Adam and Eve rebel against God and are cast out of the Garden of Eden. 
 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. 
He said to the woman, "Did God say, `You shall not eat from any tree in the garden'?" The 
woman said to the serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, 
`You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you 
touch it, or you shall die.'" But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not die; for God 
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 
good and evil." So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit 
and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes 
of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves 
together and made loincloths for themselves. They heard the sound of the LORD God 
walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid 
themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the 
LORD God called to the man, and said to him, "Where are you?" He said, "I heard the 
sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself." He 
said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I 
commanded you not to eat?" The man said, "The woman whom you gave to be with me, she 
gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate." Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is 
this that you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent tricked me, and I ate." The LORD 
God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and 
among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of 
your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and 
hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel." To the woman he said, "I will 
greatly increase your pangs in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children, yet your 
desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you." And to the man he said, 
"Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten of the tree about which 
I commanded you, `You shall not eat of it,' cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you 
shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you 
shall eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread until you return 
to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall return." The 
man named his wife Eve, because she was the mother of all living. And the LORD God 
made garments of skins for the man and for his wife, and clothed them. Then the LORD 



   

 

 

God said, “See, the man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil; and now, he 
might reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever.” 
 
Reader  The word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN 60, vss. 1-5      Creator of the stars of night  Conditor alme siderum 

Sung by all, standing 

 
 
SECOND LESSON: Isaiah 40:1-11 

God comforts his people and calls on them to prepare for redemption.  
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 
that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD's 
hand double for all her sins. A voice cries out: "In the wilderness prepare the way of the 
LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, 
and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the 
rough places a plain. Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see 
it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken." A voice says, "Cry out!" And I said, 



   

 

 

"What shall I cry?" All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The 
grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the 
people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand 
forever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice 
with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of 
Judah, "Here is your God!" See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for 
him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a 
shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead 
the mother sheep. 
 

 The word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN 67, vss. 1 & 2  Comfort, comfort ye my people          Psalm 42 

Sung by all, standing 

 



   

 

 

THIRD LESSON:   Jeremiah 31:31-34 
The new covenant is promised which will be written in our hearts.  

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house 
of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their 
ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt – a 
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. But this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put 
my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall 
be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, ‘Know the 
LORD’, for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for 
I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 

  The word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
ANTHEM   Remember , O thou man   Thomas Ravenscroft (c.1582-c.1635) 

Sung by the choir 
 

Remember, O thou man, thy time is spent:  remember, O thou man, 
how thou art dead and gone, and I did what I can; therefore repent! 
 

Remember Adam’s fall, O thou man, remember Adam’s fall from heaven to hell! 
Remember Adam’s fall, how we were condemned all in hell perpetual, there for to dwell. 
 

Remember God’s goodnesse, O thou man, remember God’s goodnesse, and his promise made! 
Remember God’s goodnesse; how He sent His Sonne, doubtlesse, our sinnes for to redresse:  
Be not afraid! 
 

The angels all did sing, O thou man, the angels all did sing upon the shepherd’s hill;  
the angels all did sing praises to our heavenly King, and peace to man living with a good will. 
                                                                                        16th century English 
 
FOURTH LESSON: Isaiah 35:1-10 

The prophet proclaims that God will come and save us.  
 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the 
crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon 
shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, 
the majesty of our God.  Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to 
those who are of a fearful heart, "Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come 
with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you." Then the eyes of the 
blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a 
deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the 
wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty 
ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become 
reeds and rushes. A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean 
shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go 
astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be 
found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the LORD shall 
return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall 
obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.  



   

 

 

 

 The word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
ANTHEM          Rejoice in the Lord alway                       Thaddeus P. Cavuoti (1955-2021) 

Sung by the St. Cecilia Choristers & Schola 
 

Rejoice in the Lord alway, and again I say, rejoice. 
Let your softness be known to all the earth. 
The Lord is at hand. 
                                                                    Philippians 4:4-5 

 
FIFTH LESSON: Isaiah 7:10-15 

God promises that a child shall be conceived who will be known as “God with us”. 
 

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as 
Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the 
test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, 
that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the 
young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat 
curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 
 

 The word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
                          
ANTHEM          Zion hört die Wächter singen (from Cantata #140)     Johann Sebastian Bach 

Sung by the Parish Choir 
Translation: 
Zion hears the watchmen sing, her heart leaps for joy, she awakes and gets up in haste. 
Her friend comes from heaven in his splendor, strong in mercy, mighty in truth. 
Her light becomes bright, her star rises. 
Now come, you worthy crown, Lord Jesus, God’s own son!  Hosanna! 
We all follow to the hall of joy and share in the evening meal. 

 
SIXTH LESSON: Isaiah 11:1-9 

The Spirit of the Lord will rest upon the Holy One. 
 
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit 
of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. His delight shall be 
in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears 
hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of 
the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips 
he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the 
belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the 
kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow 
and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like 
the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put 
its hand on the adder's den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the 
earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.  



   

 

 

 
Reader The word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
HYMN 81, verses 1 & 2         Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming                           Es ist ein Ros  

Sung by all, standing 

 
 
SEVENTH LESSON: Micah 5:2-5 

The one who is to rule Israel will be born in the village of Bethlehem. 
 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall 
come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient 
days. Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought 
forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and 
feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 



   

 

 

And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be 
the one of peace.  
 

 The word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
ANTHEM    How lovely are the messengers (from Saint Paul)  Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 

Sung by the Parish Choir; Terry Morgan, conductor 
 

How lovely are the messengers that preach us the gospel of peace! 
To all the nations is gone forth the sound of their words. 
      Romans 10:15 & 18 

 
EIGHTH LESSON: Luke 1:26-38 
The Angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary that she will bear the son of the Most High.  

 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 
to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's 
name was Mary. And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with 
you." But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this 
might be. The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 
God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 
Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will 
give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, 
and of his kingdom there will be no end." Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I 
am a virgin?" The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be 
called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; 
and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible 
with God." Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according 
to your word." Then the angel departed from her. 
 

 The word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
ANTHEM       Ave Maria                              Malcolm Archer (b. 1952) 

Sung by the St. Cecilia Choristers & Schola 
Tessa Bigelow & Nevie Bigelow, soloists 

Translation:  
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. 
Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and in the hour of our death. Amen. 

 
GREETING AND WELCOME   The Rev. Michael J. Hodges 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM     O thou, the central orb Charles Wood (1866-1926) 

Sung by the choir 
 

O thou the central orb of righteous love, pure beam of the most high, eternal light of this 
our wintry world. Thy radiance bright awakes new joy in faith, hope soars above. Come, 
quickly come, and let thy glory shine, gilding our darksome heaven with rays divine. Thy 



   

 

 

saints with holy luster round thee move, as stars about thy throne, set in the height of 
God’s ordaining counsel, as thy sight gives measured grace to each, thy power to prove. 
Let thy bright beams disperse the gloom of sin, our nature all shall feel eternal day, in 
fellowship with thee, transforming day to souls erewhile unclean, now pure within. Amen. 
               H. R. Bramley (1833-1917) 

 

VESPER REPONSORY  
    The congregation stands. 
 
Leader:  Judah and Jerusalem, fear not, nor be dismayed; 
People:  Tomorrow go forth, and the Lord will be with you. 
Leader:  Stand ye still, and you shall see the salvation of the Lord. 
People:  Tomorrow go forth, and the Lord will be with you. 
Leader:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Tomorrow go forth, and the Lord will be with you. 
Leader:  We wait for your loving kindness, O God, 
People:  In the midst of your temple. 

 
COLLECT FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of 
light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in 
great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge 
both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
THE BLESSING 
 
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great 
humility, sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen. 
 
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in 
faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love. Amen. 
 
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be 
rewarded with unending life. Amen. 
 
And the Blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be upon you 
and remain with you for ever. Amen. 
 
HYMN 57       Lo! He comes, with clouds descending     Helmsley 

         Baritone Obliggato by James L. McConaughy (b. 1946) 



   

 

 

 
 
 

POSTLUDE    Toccata on “Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland”   Hugo Distler (1908-1942) 
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UPCOMING SPECIAL MUSIC EVENTS 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5 at 3:00 p.m. 

Holiday Concert 

New England Classical Singers 

David Hodgkins, Artistic Director 

 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 29 at 4:00 p.m. 

Organ Recital 

Jeremy Bruns, Organist 

 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 6 at 3:00 p.m. 

Winter Concert  

Andover Choral Society 

Michael Driscoll, Conductor 

 

SUNDAY, MARCH 20 

Prelude Recital at 4:30 p.m. 

Frances Conover Fitch, Organist & Harpsichordist 

Choral Evensong at 5:00 p.m. 

Sung by the Parish Choir 

Barbara Bruns, Conductor 

 

SUNDAY, MAY 1 at 3:00 p.m. 

Chamber Music Concert 

Essex Chamber Music Players 

Michael Finegold, Artistic Director 

 

SUNDAY, MAY 22  

Prelude Recital at 4:30 p.m. 

Cathy Meyer, Organist 

Choral Evensong at 5:00 p.m. 

Sung by the St. Cecilia Choristers, Schola, and Parish Choir of Christ Church 

Barbara Bruns, Conductor 

 

SUNDAY, JUNE 5 at 4:00 p.m. 

Renaissance Choir Concert 

Convivium Musicum 

Michael Barrett, Conductor 

 

 



   

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 2021 
 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
Friday, December 24th 

 
*4:00 p.m.  

Christmas Eve Holy Eucharist With Pageant 
 

*9:00 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Festival Holy Eucharist 

 
*LIVE broadcast, On-line sign up required 

 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
Saturday, December 25th 

 
10:00 a.m.  

Holy Eucharist with Christmas Carols 
 
 

THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
Sunday, December 26th 

 

10:00 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist with Christmas Carols  
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ANDOVER, MASSACHUSETTS 01810 
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FAX: 978-475-9557 
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