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Addison B. Le Boutillier 
Andover Architect, Artist & Craftsman   
1872-1951 
 
From an early age, Addison Le Boutillier 
was attracted to architecture, art and 
design.  He apprenticed at an 
architectural firm in Rochester, NY, and 
then worked for S.S. Beman in Chicago, 
where he assisted in the development of 
commissions for the 1893 World’s 
Columbian Exposition.  Le Boutillier 
developed his skills as a draftsman, 
applying for and winning architectural 
and design contests, and ultimately 

worked for the prestigious Boston firm of Bigelow, Kennard and 
Company.  In 1901 he was hired as the chief designer at the Greuby 
Faience Company in Revere, MA, a highly innovative firm that 
produced American art pottery.  His design impact on the company 
was profound and had far-reaching effects.  Le Boutillier received the 
commendation of Master by the Society of Arts and Crafts of Boston. 
 
In 1987, the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston produced an exhibit 
called, “The Art That is Life”:  The Arts and Crafts Movement in 
American 1875-1920.  This exhibit included work by Addison Le 
Boutillier.  This exhibit traveled across the country to several 
prestigious art institutions, including the Cooper-Hewitt Museum in 
New York, the Detroit Institute of Arts, and the Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art.    
 
Le Boutillier moved the family to an old farmhouse on Orchard Road 
in Andover after the birth of his first child, a daughter, Winifred 
Hopkins (Tyer) in 1900.  He would then go on to design a number of 
houses in Andover – on Orchard Road, Sunset Rock Road, Spring 
Grove Road, Porter Road, Alden Road and Salem Street.  He also 
designed the Shawsheen School for William Wood’s Shawsheen 
Village in 1924.  In 1928, Le Boutillier started his own architectural 
firm and partnered with Hubert G. Ripley. 
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Building on his knowledge of church architecture gleaned from five 
months abroad studying the great churches of Europe, Le Boutillier 
entered and won a number of church design competitions. He 
designed space for Grace Church in New York City and others.  In 
Andover, he designed the altar area for Christ Church in the early 
1900’s, including the apse decoration, reredos, altar, and lectern. He 
also designed the parish hall building. 
 
Le Boutillier’s associated designs and construction at Christ Church 
reflect his experience aboard and incorporate the Arts and Crafts 
tradition, which originated in England in the mid nineteenth century, 
led by John Ruskin and William Morris Hunt. The movement was 
characterized by a return to fine handcraftsmanship and simple 
forms.  Reformers advocated making decorative arts objects that 
embodied an aesthetic of “honesty” exemplified in the work of these 
craftsmen. They rejected mechanization epitomized by the rising 
industrial age.  The Arts and Crafts philosophy promoted “ the 
creation of environments in which beautiful and fine workmanship 
governed.”  The architectural firm of Hartwell & Richardson that 
designed Christ Church in 1887 was heavily influenced by the ideas 
of Ruskin and Hunt.  
 
The reredos, altar, altar railing and lectern were removed from the 
sanctuary of Christ Church with the renovation of that space in 2012.  
In 2013, after undergoing conservation, John Watson, the Gothic 
Carpenter, reinstalled the reredos in the North Chapel. This work was 
funded by an anonymous donation.  Unfortunately, the lectern was 
lost. The altar has been stored offsite.  
 
The family, including his daughter, Winifred H. Le Boutillier Tyer, a 
long time Christ Church parishioner, donated blue prints of the altar 
area, reredos, and parish hall along with many original drawings, 
prints, objects and documents to the Andover Historical Society.  An 
exhibit of the works of Addison Le Boutillier was held at the Society 
March 1 to May 27, 1987. 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Mark, one of the four-apostle 
wood carving designs made for the 
reredos. 
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Karen Van Welden-Herman 
With thanks to the staff of the Andover Historical Society. 
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