The Prophet
Advent/Christmas/Epiphany 2014—2015
The Newsletter of the Parish of Christ Church
A Reflection from the Rector

Christmas Service
Times

Thank you.
I really don’t know what else to say as I think about the days that we have
walked together since I last wrote for this quarterly newsletter. Thank you,
from my entire being, for the incredible welcome you all have given to me
and my family. From the progressive dinners to the Oktoberfest to the glorious Celebration of New Ministry — and so many other events and interactions — we have experienced your warmth, friendliness, generosity and the
genuineness of your excitement about this community of faith.
When I was newly ordained and in my first parish I recall being at a gathering
for recently ordained clergy. As I was “checking in” I mentioned how wonderful things were and how I was still enjoying the “honeymoon”. I very clearly
recall being strongly cautioned by our wise mentor, a man I admire and respect, for using that metaphor. There were two reasons for his caution: the
first is that he had a general dislike of using the marriage metaphor for a clergy/congregation relationship. I have come to share his concerns about this.
While there are some aspects of that relationship that can be compared to a
marriage, there are troubling aspects to the metaphor as well. For example, I
am sorry to say this but I have not made a life-long commitment to this parish
in the way that I have made to my wife. That is not to say that I have a definite time frame in mind — I don’t — but none of us want me to be your rector
“until we are parted by death”.
His second objection was more than a general discomfort with the metaphor.
He also warned that the image of a “honeymoon” period seems to indicate
that once the honeymoon is over the relationship will somehow not be quite
as good or exciting or wonderful. This resonated with me based on my experience of my own, very real, honeymoon and it has continued to resonate with
my experience in the churches I have served. While it is certainly true that as
we get to know each other there the luster of newness will wear off, what I
anticipate is that our relationship as rector and congregation will grow and
deepen and I see no reason why it will not be a cause for mutual thanksgiving
for years to come.

Wednesday, December 24th
Christmas Eve
4 p.m.

Family Holy Eucharist
with Pageant

8:30 p.m. Christmas Carol Sing
9 p.m.

Festival Holy Eucharist
+++

Thursday, December 25th
Christmas Day
11 a.m. Holy Eucharist
(change in time from previous years)
+++

Sunday, December 28th
First Sunday after Christmas
10 a.m. Christmas Lessons & Carols
and Holy Eucharist
(No 8:00 a.m. service)

And so, thank you.
I am delighted to be your rector. I am overjoyed to be getting to know all of you. I am humbled to be able to witness
this community of faith. And I am grateful for your words and acts of encouragement.
We certainly have some challenges ahead of us, but as we prepare to give thanks, to share the joy of Advent and celebrate our first Christmas together, I am reminded of the many, many times in Paul’s letters when he gives thanks to
God for — and gives thanks to — those communities of faith.
In particular I am reminded of the opening to the letter to the Philippians:
“I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of
you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who
began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.” (Philippians 1:3-6).
Blessings,
Michael+

Continued on p. 2...
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Rector’s column continued from p. 1.

Welcome (back) Jim!
Another reason for thanksgiving: I am delighted to announce that the Reverend James Dodson has accepted my invitation to serve on the staff of Christ Church as Associate for Pastoral Care. Jim is known to many of you both as a parishioner and as someone who has joined our staff on occasion; most recently when Kit Lonergan
was on maternity leave. Jim will be working with our Pastoral Care committee to coordinate visits
to parishioners at home, in the hospital, and other health-care facilities. He will assist with our
monthly services at Atria Marland Place and the Edgewood Retirement Community. He will also
assist on occasion with worship services here at the church.
Please note that I will continue to be involved in pastoral care and visitations and the services
mentioned above, but Jim will expand our ability to provide much more clergy support than I am
able to alone. Jim will be working approximately 10 hours per week and will begin his duties the
week of Thanksgiving.
Please join me in thanking Jim for offering himself to this work — and for bringing his many years of ordained ministry and pastoral experience as well as his friendly, gregarious, and caring spirit to serve us all. Please welcome him
when he pays a visit, gives a call or just checks in to see how you are doing.
Michael+

A Note from the Wardens
As a cold winter wind blows outside, I am reminded once
again of the constant change of our life together at Christ
Church as we embark on another new liturgical year together. If this is the first time you have seen the Prophet,
let me extend a hearty welcome to Christ Church from the
Wardens and the Vestry. In the Episcopal Church we are
the body that takes care of the business of running the
church (but certainly not without a lot of help from the
staff!) Chris Huntress and I are the wardens, the lay leadership, and the Vestry is made up of nine parishioners.
Allen Townsend is the Treasurer and along with Chris and I
make up the Executive Committee.

grounds, the Glebe House, the Park Street property, the
Thrift Shop, Stewardship, 2015 Budget. These are all, along
with many others, important to making Christ Church the
community we are. We are busy reevaluating all of these
pieces. Stay tuned for more information about each of
these!
Although we annually have an Audit review, this year, with
the start of a new rector, and at the suggestion of the diocese, we had a full Financial Audit. There were no significant findings in the Report, but it did bring to light some
needed efficiencies. We are switching from our 20-yearold financial software to a new financial software that will
address these concerns, as well as tying into the database
software, thereby completing the change that was initiated under Jeff Gill. We anticipate having an accountant join
the staff.

Since Michael started with us in August, the Executive
Committee has met many times with Michael as we explore the many facets of our new life together. As a former
Search Committee member, I continue to be delighted
that Michael chose us! Thanks be to God for this. I truly Christian Education (Children, Youth, and Adult) is a key
believe that Michael is the right person to lead us sheep part to who we are, and this is a position we are hoping to
into our next venture.
fill by the spring. Meanwhile, our Christian Ed Committee
Of the many aspects we are looking at, the ones that come is working tirelessly to keep our programs going. For this
most immediately to mind are; Staffing, Children’s, Youth, we are indeed grateful.
and Adult Christian Education, Pastoral Care, buildings and We are all keenly aware of the lack of the second clergy
Continued on p. 3...
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person we had come to rely on. It is quite apparent that
the clergy leadership in Christ Church is ideally a twoperson job. The bottom line is that our budget does not
support the hiring of this position, and until our pledge
base is considerably higher and we can afford this position
on an ongoing basis, we are unable to do this. We have
worked tirelessly to try to make it work. By funding a Christian Ed position, streamlining the financial piece, and funding a part-time pastoral care position, a significant piece of
Michael’s time is freed up, and serving as a one-clergy parish becomes more manageable.
As I sit at home, recuperating from hip replacement surgery, I am reminded just how important it is that we all see
pastoral care as a part of what we do as a Christian community. Next time you notice that someone isn’t in church,
reach out and be in touch; they’ll be glad you did! Thanks
to all who have done this for me.
Alison Novello
Interim Senior Warden

A Note from our Treasurer
We are all excited to be building our future with Reverend
Michael Hodges. As we look to this future, we have staff
positions for programs and operations which need filling.
We need to replace the special contribution for music with
other income sources. We also need to restore funds for
capital maintenance and repairs as well as improve our internal operations. With these things in mind, we have started working on a 5-year financial projection of our budget to
help give more financial direction to our future. How successful we will be at addressing these challenges will depend
on all of us. We hope that with your help we can come up
with some new, creative, and exciting ways to grow our parish and its funding.
I want to reach out and ask for your help in a related area.
Our business practices and accounting system have grown in
complexity over time and need consolidation and simplification. We are looking for a part-time accountant to direct
our efforts in combining our accounts, streamlining business
practices, assuring we have the necessary controls in place,
and creating management reports. If you know of someone
with an education in accounting and hands-on experience
who might be interested in working at Christ Church, please
let us know.
Thank you for all your support for Christ Church.
Allen Townsend
Treasurer
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Whatever happened to the Church Directory?
We have had a series of circumstances occur that has
made it difficult to get out a church directory, the main
one being staff cuts at the Glebe House. We know that
the old directory is from 2010, and that people are anxious to get at least an updated listing of current contact
information. Our hope is to go soon to an online directory system, in which members would be given a user
name and password and be able to securely access the
most up-to-date contact information as soon as the
church offices gets it. But until then, we would like to email out a directory listing, updated a few times a year.
This will only be sent to Christ Church members. It will
be very important that our membership understand that
this listing is not to be sent to anyone else who is not a
Christ Church member. If you do not want yourself or
your contact information listed in this directory, please
contact Mary Ann Lennon at either 978-475-0529, x 17
or mlennon@christchurchandover.org no later than December 5th. We will also have a copy of what we intend to “publish” in the back of the church for the next
few weeks with a red pen for you to make any changes
to your listing.

2015 Pledge Update
For 2014, 216 families pledged a total of $520,741. This
was up $20,000 from the previous year. One half of our
families pledged more than $1,200, and the average
pledge was $2,400.
This year our financial goals focus on building a strong
base for our ministry with our new Rector. This includes:
 replacing the $100,000 special contribution for the
music program with pledge income,
 adding a new Director of Children’s Ministry and
other pastoral care,
 improving internal efficiencies by consolidating our
accounting, and
 restoring funds for capital maintenance and repair.
To achieve these goals, we will need pledge income for
2015 of approximately $630,000. More pledging families could make a significant difference. If we had pledges from 250 families, we would need an average pledge
of $2,500 to meet these goals.
We are excited to begin our ministry with our new Rector, Michael Hodges. You can help to make this successful and vibrant with your financial support.
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Christmas Greens, Outreach & Parish Fair a Christmas Fair “With a Twist”!
Like our traditional fair, this will provide an opportunity for parish fellowship as we work together and welcome the
broader community into our midst.
The TWIST is, in lieu of our traditional tables, Outreach and Mission teams will host tables featuring items from ministries supported by our parish family: Roofs for Rwanda; Bracelets for Esperanza; Gift Cards for Children's Ministry;
Crafts for Cange Haiti, Olive wood handcrafts from the Holy Land; Hand-Knit Caps for Children's Christmas Gifts in Lawrence, and more! Funds from these tables will go DIRECTLY to the supported ministries. All will be shared in the Parish
Hall. We will have live music and a slideshow loop with pictures of outreach ministries and Christmas Celebrations at
Christ Church.
Christmas greens will support our general parish budget, which make all our ministries possible.
Our J2A Youth Group will be hosting a bakery table to raise money for its 2016 pilgrimage. J2A families will be contributing baked goods and manning the table during the fair, but they welcome any contributions of baked goods – just
drop them off in the kitchen during the Greens event Friday evening, Dec. 5th, 5-7 p.m. or early Saturday morning, Dec.
6th during set-up. And don’t forget to shop for some goodies at our table during the fair - including Peppermint Bark!
Need a gift for someone who likes to bake? We will have "Gifts in a Jar " available for purchase including cookie dough
ingredients and soup mixes!

Thanks to all who have committed to help. We encourage others to join in! Bakers, knitters and others are invited to
contribute and/or host a table, or offer their time or special gifts and talents. Contact Helen Pickard at mapickard1@verizon.net or 978-681-9915 or Elizabeth Blanchard at oboeru4ever@yahoo.com or 978-470-4940.
Like and Share our Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/CCAHolidayFair. Click for the event flyer.
Please come and invite your friends! Some of our outreach ministries at the fair are highlighted below:

Roofs for Rwanda
A meaningful gift-giving opportunity for a loved one is to help
Christ Church build roofs for new houses for victims of the Rwandan genocide. Each $20 donation will fund one sheet of metal
roofing material that will begin to put a roof over a new house. A
donation card in honor of someone you care about will make an
excellent Christmas gift that will send the message of love and caring for those in need.
Click to for more information and to make a donation for Roofs for
Rwanda.

Crafts from Haiti to support Haitian artists
Christ Church is partnering with St. Anne’s in-the-Fields, Lincoln, to
support the artisans at Sant Art ak Kouti (Center for Art and Couture) in
Cange, Haiti, which was started by parishioner Clarkson Williams’
mother Jackie. Some Christ Church parishioners worked there when
they went to Haiti during several trips the past few years. Proceeds
from the beautiful Haitian artwork and crafts at the fair will go to Haitians who are working hard to become self-supporting, like this young
artist Gary with one of his paintings. The artists are very young but
have grown-up responsibilities. Our help supports jobs for those who
would otherwise be unemployed.
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Interested in Baptism?
Baptisms are always celebrated in the
context of our Sunday worship (10 a.m.
service unless otherwise noted), on the
principal feast days of the Christian
year. The dates for the remainder of the
2014-2015 program year are:
January 11, 2015 (Feast of the Baptism of
our Lord)
April 4, 2015 (Easter Vigil at 8 p.m.)
April 12, 2015 (Easter 2)
May 24, 2015 (Day of Pentecost)
If you are interested in baptism, please
contact the office.

Winter Music at Christ Church Andover
Candlelight Service of Advent Lessons & Carols
Sunday, November 30 - 5:00 p.m.
Sung by the combined choirs of Christ Church

Organ Recital at 4:30 p.m.
Carolyn Skelton & John Skelton, organists

Wednesday, December 24 - Christmas Eve
Family Holy Eucharist & Christmas Pageant at 4:00 p.m.
Special music by St. Cecilia Choristers

Christmas Carol Sing at 8:30 p.m
Festival Holy Eucharist at 9:00 p.m.
Special music by Parish Choir and Soloists

* Saturday, January 10, 2015
Saturday Night at the Silent Movies at 7:00 p.m.
“Peter Pan” with Organ Improvisation by Peter Krasinski

Did you know that the Sermons
are available Online?
Even if you miss a Sunday at Christ Church,
you can still listen to the sermon! Within a
few days of a sermon being given, we
have
it
up
on
our
website:
www.christchurchandover.org. Just click
on “Sermons” in the left column and then
the date. It's not exactly the same as being
in church, but you'll certainly feel like you
were there with us!

* Saturday, January 31, 2015
Organ & Brass Concert at 5:00 p.m.
Barbara Bruns, Organist & James Thompson Brass Ensemble

Sunday, February 8, 2015
7th Annual Four Choirs Festival at 4:00 p.m.
The combined treble choirs of Christ Church, Andover, Grace Church,
Salem, All Saints Church, Chelmsford, and the Cape Ann Choir School,
under the direction of Barbara Bruns, Ryan Patten, Maggie Marshall,
and Mark Nelson.

Sunday, March 1, 2015
Organ Recital at 4:30 p.m.
Reiko Okamoto, organist

Choral Evensong at 5:00 p.m.

Glebe House Office Hours
Monday
Closed
Tuesday
9 a.m.—1 p.m.
Wednesday
9 a.m.—1 p.m.
Thursday
9 a.m.—1 p.m.
Friday
9 a.m.—12 noon
Please make prior arrangements with staff
members if you need to come at other
times.

Maurice Duruflé’s Requiem
Sung by the Parish Choirs of Christ Church, Andover and
Christ Church, Hamilton-Wenham
John Russell, Music Director
Barbara Bruns, Organist
A Reception in the Parish Hall to greet the artists will follow each
performance.
* Tickets at the door—$15 / $10 students & seniors,
maximum of $25/family
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CCCC Now Enrolling for September 2015
Enrollment for the 2015-16 school year is underway! Christ Church Children’s Center is now
accepting application forms from currently enrolled students, their siblings, and church members. Pledging church members receive preference in enrollment in all of our programs! For
more information or to schedule a tour, please
call us at 978-475-4037 or e-mail Christy Harvey
at charvey@christchurchandover.org .

Winter Overnight Camps for Teens!
Registration is open for Winter Camps during February school vacation
week (Sunday, February 15th – Saturday, February 21st) at our diocesan camp, the Barbara C. Harris Episcopal Camp in Greenfield, NH. Winter Overnight Camp for 7th-9th graders - Experience the adventurous
spirit of BCH in the snow! Enjoy outdoor activities such as sledding,
snow-shoeing and snow fort building. Winter Edge Overnight Camp for
9th-11th graders is an adventure-based program for teens interested in
outdoor winter expeditions. Learn more at http://bchcenter.org/camp/
programs/winter-camp/.

High School Retreat
The Diocesan High School Retreat will be held at the Barbara C. Harris
Camp and Conference Center in Greenfield, NH on February 6-8. J2A
and YAC Youth Groups are encouraged to attend. Interested? Contact
Dawn Bell at dawnjoy25@gmail.com for registration details.

Christ Church Babysitter List
Attention moms and dads of young children! We have a babysitter list
with the names and phone numbers of our youth who are available for
babysitting (with their parents’ permission, of course). If you would like
a copy of this list, please contact Mary Ann Lennon in the church offices
at mlennon@christchurchandover.org or call her at 978-475-0529, x17,
and she will send you a copy of the list.

Annual J2A Chili Fundraiser!
It’s Chili Time Again! With these frigid days
upon us, what could be better than a
steaming bowl of chili! The Journey to
Adulthood Youth group is gearing up for
their annual ‘Super Bowl Chili’ fundraiser.
This is a popular fundraiser, for the youth
and parish alike. Not only is the chili delicious, it is a great team-building exercise
for the J2A youth.
J2A will be taking orders for chili Sundays
after services starting in January. Chili will
be available for pick up on Sunday, February 1st. There will be meat or vegetarian
chili (hot or mild varieties) available for $9
per quart. Cornbread will also be for sale
for $5 for 9 pieces (8x8 pan).

Save the Date!
178th Annual Meeting
of the Parish of Christ Church
Sunday, January 25th
at 11:30 a.m. in the Parish Hall

We hope that providing this list will be helpful both to our young families and to our teenagers!

Save the Date!
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
Tuesday, February 17th
J2A Pilgrimage Fundraiser
For tickets, please contact Helen Pickard at
mapickard1@verizon.net or call the Glebe
House at 978-475-0529.

Save the Date!
Ash Wednesday Services
Wednesday, February 18th
7:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
12:00 noon Communities Together
Ash Wednesday Ecumenical Service
and lunch at Christ Church
7:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist
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Crafts in the Park Update

Women’s Group Winter Meetings

We have received approval from the Andover Board of Selectmen to use The Park on
Saturday, May 9, 2015 for Crafts in the
Park. We are off and running. Please mark
your calendars!

The Christ Church Woman’s Group welcomes your participation. We generally get together in the Meeting Room from 7:30 to 9 p.m. Sometimes
there are six of us, sometimes there are 25, regardless we share smiles,
concerns, and friendship. Transportation assistance is available, contact
Marti Johnson at 978-276-5664.

Check out the Crafts in the Park website at
www.craftsinthepark.com.
Applications
will be accepted from December 1, 2014
through January 31, 2015. Crafts will be
juried in February.

Our next few meeting plans:

Do We Have Your E-mail Address?
We prefer sending out our newsletters by
e-mail, as it saves on paper, ink, postage,
and staff time. If you are receiving this
newsletter by mail, and you have an e-mail
address, please let Mary Ann Lennon in
the office know at 978-475-0529, ext. 17
or mlennon@christchurchandover.org.

December 1, join us in the kitchen to bake Christmas cookies for Bread and Roses. If you are so inclined, please bring batter for several dozen cookies
and we’ll bake them and package them up together.
We can always use decorating help from those not
so good at baking.
January 12, Louise Valleau will lead us in a discussion entitled either
“The Jesus You May Not Know”, or “What do the Beatles and Christ have
in Common?” Come and find out! Contact Louise for more information
(but she may not tell you…).
February 2, Hilary Shaman and Elizabeth Blanchard are preparing another book review meeting for us. We will disclose the book’s title in the next
few weeks and if possible provide library copies for anyone interested. In
February we will gather and share our thoughts.
March 2, we meet for an evening of meditation and Lenten preparation.
Hope to see you at one or all of our gatherings.

Christmas Memorial Decorations & Music
If you would like to give memorial decorations or music for Christmas, please fill out this coupon
and return with your donation to the Glebe House, 25 Central Street. Make your check payable to
Christ Church with a memo notation on an envelope marked “Christmas memorials.”

In memory of
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
In honor of
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
In thanksgiving for
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
Please Check
Flowers_____
Music_____
Given by__________________________________________
Offering $______________Telephone __________________
Please return to the Parish Office at the Glebe House or in the plate by Tuesday, December 16th

Prayer Ministry and Healing Prayer
Prayer Ministry - Have you wondered what those people are doing in the Moses Chapel (left of altar) during the 10:00
Eucharist? This is a prayer ministry that anyone can use. It offers an opportunity for the congregation to bring more
personal and individual prayer to the service. Some come to give a prayer of thanks. Some come to pray over a concern for either themselves or someone they know. How does it work? It’s easy! The prayer ministry does all of the
praying. You just tell the prayer minister what you want to pray about. All prayer requests remain strictly confidential!
The prayer team will never discuss anything mentioned in prayer to anyone else, not even to other members of the
prayer team or clergy. Prayers are usually only a couple of minutes, or so. Come try it!
Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. Philippians 4:6

Healing Prayer - This is slightly different from the every Sunday prayer ministry. This healing prayer with the Laying
on of Hands and anointing with oil is offered on the first Sunday of the month at the altar rail following the dismissal
and postlude.

Everyone is Welcome at God’s Table ~ Christ Church Andover

Christ Church Staff
The Rev. Michael Hodges, Rector
mhodges@christchurchandover.org; ext. 11
The Rev. James Dodson, Associate for Pastoral Care
jmontyd@gmail.com
Barbara A. Bruns, Minister of Music
bbruns@christchurchandover.org; ext. 14
Mary Ann Lennon, Director of Communications
mlennon@christchurchandover.org; ext. 17
Maria L. Chan, Business Manager
mchan@christchurchandover.org; ext. 16
Christy Harvey, Director of Christ Church Children’s Center
charvey@christchurchandover.org

Beth Barnard, Head Manager at Thrift Shop
andoverthriftshop@comcast.net
New England Service Tech & Maintenance, Sextons
nestm01880@gmail.com
Soprano Soloist & Section Leader
Anney Barrett
Bass Soloist & Section Leader
Gary Wood
Matt Tringali & Emily McDowell, Sunday Sextons

Catherine Rosen, Head Verger
Parish Office (Glebe House)
Andover Thrift Shop
Christ Church Children’s Center

978-475-0529
978-475-0957
978-475-4037

Dates to Remember
November 30, 5 p.m.
Advent Lessons and Carols

December 6, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Holiday Greens, Outreach and Parish Fair
December 24
Christmas Eve services at 4:00 and 9:00 p.m.
and Carol Sing at 8:30 p.m.
January 6
Epiphany Potluck Supper & Burning of Christmas Greens
January 10
Saturday Night at the Silent Movies
January 25
178th Annual Meeting
January 31
Organ & Brass Concert
February 8
Four Choirs Festival
February 17
Mardi Gras / Shrove Tuesday Supper
February 18
Ash Wednesday
Holy Eucharist & Imposition of Ashes

Mailing Address: 25 Central Street, Andover, MA 01810

The Parish of Christ Church

www.christchurchandover.org

