The Prophet
Advent/Christmas/Epiphany 2015—2016
The Newsletter of the Parish of Christ Church
A Reflection from the Rector
“What can I give Him / Poor as I am?”
Christina Rossetti
Dear friends of Christ Church,
As I write this the world is being asked to give. “Giving Tuesday”, December 1
this year, is a global effort meant to coincide with Thanksgiving, Christmas,
“Black Friday”, and “Cyber Monday”, the last two of which, at least, are behemoths of capitalism meant to encourage us to purchase and consume. Giving
Tuesday reminds us that we are called, as a human family, to give to others in
need. This sounds like a pretty good thing and something that the church can
whole-heartedly endorse. After all, we have been in the business of reminding
the world to give for more than 2,000 years, having taken our cue from our
Lord who gave himself for us.

Christmas Service
Times
Thursday, December 24th
Christmas Eve
4:00 p.m. Family Holy Eucharist
with Pageant
8:30 p.m. Christmas Carol Sing
9:00 p.m. Festival Holy Eucharist
+++

Friday, December 25th
Christmas Day

In our recent communications (our e-Prophet and Sunday Prophet) you may
have noticed a number of opportunities to give to others. Our annual fair, on 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (note time
Saturday, December 5, has been renamed the “Holiday Greens and Outreach change from previous notices)
+++
Fair”, the second part of the name indicating the emphasis on giving to others. It is clearly the season of giving, although as Christians we should know
Sunday, December 27th
that giving has no “season” and we are called to, in the words of another of
First Sunday after Christmas
our hymns, “give and give and give again, as God hath given thee”.
10:00 a.m. Christmas Lessons & Carols
As worthy as all of these causes are, and as noble as our intentions are, the
and Holy Eucharist
multitude of solicitations for our charitable gifts can feel a bit over the top. As
(No 8:00 a.m. service)
the end of the calendar year approaches most of us will receive solicitations
from a variety of non-profit organizations, some that we have supported in
past years and a number of unsolicited solicitations, if you’ll pardon the
phrase. While it would be a stretch to say that asking on behalf of others rivals the bombardment we experience from retailers, we certainly understand
the term “donor fatigue” in more ways than one. It is a bit like the proverbial
Thanksgiving meal, where the accumulation of years’ worth of “we’ve got to
have that dish” creates a table laden with more choices and food than it is
possible to consume.

All of this can overwhelm each one of us, no matter where we are in our lives. The very wealthy, who are constantly
solicited for charitable causes, and those with some disposable income all have to make careful decisions about giving.
Those who are barely making ends meet may feel the crushing burden of being reminded over and over again about
giving and not have the ability to do so – like the widow who gave “all that she had” not, perhaps, out of generosity,
but because of an oppressive religious system that required this of her.
Don’t get me wrong. I am not asking us all to stop encouraging one another to give from our financial resources to others. I am not asking the church to stop soliciting, although I believe we should have a conversation about how we set
the giving table. However, I am convinced that Christian giving is far more, and perhaps far more profoundly, about
how we live our lives than about how and to whom we write a check. Yes, there are volunteer opportunities, but more
than the formal ways of giving our “time and talent” I believe we are called to become people of generosity in every
moment of our lives. Actively listening to someone who needs to be heard, even when it is difficult, a smile or word of
encouragement, a genuine “how are you”, with the commitment to actually listen to the answer are all examples of
Continued on p. 2...
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how we are called to be generous. As we are reminded in
Luke’s gospel, in as much as we do it to the least of our
Lord’s brothers and sisters, we do it to our Lord. Seeing
the Christ in others, each and every moment, is how we
give and give and give again.
May God bless you this Christmas season with the spirit
of giving. For those who are able to give financially, may
this come from your generosity and not be the simple
fulfillment of an obligation. For those who are not able to
give financially to the level you desire, may your generosity know no bounds in other ways. For what God wants
most, poor as we are, is always and ever our heart.
Blessings,
Michael

Page 2

Andover Thrift Shop Celebrates
75 Successful Years!
February 2016 marks the 75th Anniversary of our Mission

75 Years Providing Affordable Clothing to those in Need
75 Years Providing Service Opportunities and Fellowship
to those who Desire
75 Years Providing Free Clothing and Linens to those who
Deserve
75 Years supporting Re-use/Re-cycle efforts to those who
are Willing
75 Years of over $1.5 Million in financial Support to those
who Believe
Join the Celebration! Watch for Details of Events to Mark
this Historic Event.

A Note from our Treasurer
Under Michael’s leadership 2015 has been a busy year as
we added staff, updated our financial systems, and adjusted to new ways of doing things. As we look to the end
of the year, we are pretty close to our financial plan. But,
as always, we depend on income in December for a significant part of our yearly income. Please consider Christ
Church as you plan your year-end contributions.

compared to $490,000 this year, to do all that we
would like to accomplish next year. Our stretch goal is to
also afford an Assistant Rector. At an incremental cost of
between $100,000 and 120,000 for a full year, this is significant stretch. As of December 3rd, we have received 108
pledges totaling $316,450, so we have a long way to go. If
you are considering pledging and have not yet done so,
We are currently working on the 2016 budget. We are please let us hear from you. Your pledge helps us plan and
planning to continue our support for Christian education make commitments for the coming year.
with Kristin Everett for a full year; increase our support for The Capital Maintenance Needs Task Force made their
the music program to include additional section leaders report to the Vestry in October. The task force members
throughout the year; continue with our new Sexton, Susan have agreed to lead a forum to discuss their report with
May, and additional cleaning staff. Our accounting effort the parish early next year. The Vestry is working on bringwill be less next year because we are now completing the ing the decision makers and funding information together
transition to our new accounting system. Cristen Mugford on a regular basis so that priorities and decisions on capital
is taking over the financial duties; Maria is taking on addi- projects can be managed better in the future.
tional administration work; and Mary Ann will continue as This year we invested in accounting expertise, consolithe Director of Communications.
dating our financial records and procedures, and moving
We are not planning to have a fall fundraiser next year to a new accounting system, ACS. In March, we hired Crisbecause we are looking for some fresh ideas. We wel- ten Mugford to direct our efforts. She came to us with
come your thoughts on opportunities to raise income.
glowing recommendations and has lived up to those exIt will take approximately $560,000 in pledge income, pectations. She has been working to set up the new sysContinued on p. 3...
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tem and has moved into operations. Although there will
continue to be fine tuning, we are now using the new
system for the church, CCCC, Cemetery, and Park Street
as well as adding the Thrift Shop transactions on a
monthly basis, and reporting to the Vestry. Part of this
effort enabled the online access to your contributions as
well as our online directory. We anticipate efficiencies
such as using one database (instead of two) for parishioners and contribution income and being able to consolidate our financials with much less time and manual
effort than we have been using. The combination of Cristen’s expertise and the new accounting system is improving and streaming management reporting and internal
controls. It will give the next treasurer significantly improved financial support and make their responsibilities
much simpler. If you are interested in becoming the
treasurer next year, please let us know.
Thank you for all your support!

Allen Townsend
Treasurer
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Advent Series:
“Preparing the Manger in Your Heart –
Discovering Your Rule/Rhythm of Life”
Wednesdays, December 2, 9 & 16, 6:30-8:00 pm in the
Parish Hall
Amidst the hustle and hassle we can easily fall prey to
during the Christmas season, Advent is the perfect time
to lean in and to listen to the rhythm of our lives. Rules
of Life grew out of the monastic tradition of the Church
in the 3rd and 4th centuries. A Rule of Life is not a list of
“rules” that confine us. A “rule” is like a trellis that supports the growth of a plant, helping it to grow in a certain direction.
Join us for a simple supper and discussion on Wednesdays, December 2, 9, and 16, 6:30-8:00 pm in the Parish
Hall. Please let Sandi Albom know if you are interested
in attending by e-mail or call her at 603-303-2435 or
leave a message with the church office. Also, if you can
make a pot of soup for one of the sessions, please let
Sandi know.

Christmas Memorial Decorations & Music
If you would like to give memorial decorations or music for Christmas, please fill out this coupon
and return with your donation to the Glebe House, 25 Central Street. Make your check payable to
Christ Church with a memo notation on an envelope marked “Christmas memorials.”

In memory of
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
In honor of
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
In thanksgiving for
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
Please Check
Flowers_____
Music_____
Given by__________________________________________
Offering $______________Telephone __________________
Please return to the Parish Office at the Glebe House or in the plate by Tuesday, December 15th
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Giving Opportunities
Baby Carriers for Refugee Families

Goats for Haiti
Christ Church has been supporting the Central Plateau of
Haiti for several years now. Up until now, we have primarily raised funds to provide scholarships for young Haitians to attend an excellent vocational school called CFFL
(Center for Formation Fritz Lafontante) operated by Partners in Agriculture in Corporante, Haiti. To date, we have
sent $45,000, providing practical vocational education to
many young Haitians.

Accepting Donations to Help Babies and Toddler Refugees Traveling with Their Families Through Europe - We
are partnering with an organization called ‘Carry The Future’ to provide baby and toddler carriers to the refugees
arriving in Greece. CTF volunteers directly hand out and
fit each carrier to parents traveling with little ones. You
can help by donating new or gently used soft-structured
baby carriers such as Ergo or BabyBjorn. You can also add
a personal note or small items such as baby socks, baby
winter hats, and baby mittens to the carrier’s pocket.
Items may be dropped off in the box in Parish Hall. If you
can drop off your donations by Sunday, December 6th,
they will be delivered in person later the next week by a
CTF volunteer who is leaving on Dec. 11th. Donations
after that date will be processed through the organization's headquarters in California. For more information,
go to the Carry the Future website or to their Facebook
page. Questions? Contact Cristen Mugford.

Christmas Dinners for
Neighbors in Need
Thank you to everyone who contributed Thanksgiving
dinners to Neighbors in Need. Christ Church donated 96
complete dinners! Now, we hope you will consider contributing to this Holiday Meal Drive. Your time and generosity does make a difference in the lives of our Lawrence
neighbors. If you are able to participate, click here for the
shopping list. Meals will need to be dropped off in the
garage of Tom & Julie Childs, 244 S. Main St. in Andover
any time on Monday, December 21st. E-mail Julie with
any questions.

For this campaign we are raising money to fund goats for
the Partners in Agriculture "Family Assistance" program.
This is a highly effective program giving economic assistance to needy families in the Central Plateau area.
Here are some of the ways that goats are a part of this
assistance program to support families:
- one goat can send a child to school for a year
- two goats can put a new roof on a house
- a means to pay for weddings and funerals
- insurance against natural disasters
- providing horsepower and fertilizer
- an opportunity to breed more goats, multiplying the
benefit
Parishioners can buy donation cards for this year’s campaign. To buy a goat through Partners in Agriculture, the
cost is $150. However, donations of any amount will be
accepted and appreciated. For info, see Michael Marcinelli during coffee hours between now and Christmas.
You can also buy Goats for Haiti from this link on our
website using PayPal.
Please consider a generous donation to this effort. This
support will transform many lives in this troubled economy. May you receive as much joy and hope as the families who will receive this economic assistance.
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Interested in Baptism?
Baptisms are celebrated in the context of
our Sunday worship (10 a.m. service unless otherwise noted). The dates for the
remainder of the 2015-2016 program year
are:
December 6, 2015
January 10, 2016 (Feast of the Baptism of
our Lord)
March 26, 2016 (Easter Vigil at 8 p.m. better for adults and older children)
April 10, 2016 (3rd Sunday of Easter)
May 15, 2016 (Day of Pentecost)
If you are interested in baptism, please
contact the office.

Winter Music at Christ Church Andover
Candlelight Service of Advent Lessons & Carols
Sunday, November 29- 5:00 p.m.
Sung by the combined choirs of Christ Church

Thursday, December 24 - Christmas Eve
Family Holy Eucharist & Christmas Pageant at 4:00 p.m.
Special music by St. Cecilia Choristers and Angel Choir

Christmas Carol Sing at 8:30 p.m.
Festival Holy Eucharist at 9:00 p.m.
Special music by Parish Choir and Soloists

Sunday, January 31, 2015
Convivium Musicum Concert at 5:00 p.m.
Boston-based Renaissance Choir of 20 singers
Michael Barrett, Conductor

Men’s Fellowship
Attention Men of Christ Church Andover! We are pleased to announce that the
Christ Church Men’s Fellowship has been
restarted and has been regularly meeting
throughout the year. The sole purpose of
this group is to encourage fellowship and
build community for the men of Christ
Church. Monthly meetings will occur on
the 4th Wednesday
of every month,
unless otherwise
announced
(for
instance, the December meeting is
on December 16th). Locations for the
meeting will vary and will include: the Rectory, individual parishioner's homes, and
restaurants. Watch in the various Prophets for details of our next meetings. If you
are interested in joining us, getting your
name on the e-mail list, or simply learning
more about the meetings, please email
Jon Vacik or Andy Whitlock. We hope to
see everyone there!

Friday, February 12, 2015
A Program of Spirituals
Recital at 8:00 p.m.
Terry Morgan, Soprano
Leonardo Ciampa, Pianist
A Reception in the Parish Hall to greet the artists
will follow each concert.

Have You Tried Christ Church’s New Online Directory?
Lots of parishioners are logging into our new online directory -- are you?
With this new online directory, parishioners are able to:
•
Look up each others' most current e-mail addresses, phone numbers, and mailing addresses
•
Make changes to your own contact information
•
Upload new photos of yourself and your family
•
View your own financial payments to Christ Church
Once you've logged in from your computer, you can also get an app for
your smartphone - just search your app store for "ACS Church Life" to
download this free app! Please note that this program is only available
to members of Christ Church Andover, and is for the private use of its
members only. We hope that this new software program will make it
easier for everyone to be in touch with each other, and to always have
access to the most up-to-date contact and financial information! If you
have any questions or problems, please e-mail Mary Ann Lennon or call
her at 978-475-0529. The link is always available from our homepage of
our website and the eProphet.
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CCCC Now Enrolling for September 2016
Enrollment for the 2016-17 school year is underway! Christ Church Children’s Center is now
accepting application forms from currently enrolled students, their siblings, and church members. Pledging church members receive preference in enrollment in all of our programs! For
more information or to schedule a tour, please
e-mail Christy Harvey or call her at 978-4754037.

Page 6
J2A “Super Bowl Survival Kit”
The Journey to Adulthood Youth group is
gearing up for a new Super Bowl fundraiser
this year. The “Super Bowl Survival Kit” will
include various snacks and goodies. We’ll
have more details during the month of January, so keep reading the various Prophets
so you don’t miss out!

Attention Parents of Young Children!
Christ Church women will host a dinner for young parents of children
baptized in the past year or so on Sunday, January 24th. We hope that
women whose children are older will join us in making and serving dinner so that these parents of our youngest parishioners can have a lovely "night out!" Watch for more information in the weekly eProphet,
but mark your calendars now!

Christ Church Babysitter List
Attention moms and dads of young children! We have a babysitter list
with the names and phone numbers of our youth who are available for
babysitting (with their parents’ permission, of course). If you would like
a copy of this list, please e-mail Mary Ann Lennon or call her at the
church offices at 978-475-0529, x10, and she will send you a copy of
the list.
We hope that providing this list will be helpful both to our young families and to our teenagers!

Acolyte Training on Sunday, December 13
A training session for acolytes will be held on Sunday, December 13 at
9:00 am in the church. This training session is for all youth in grades
four and above who may be new to this essential ministry, and for current acolytes wishing to learn another role. Acolytes generally serve
one Sunday every 4 to 6 weeks. Click here to RSVP for this session, or
contact Lucy Hamilton.

Save the Date!
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
Tuesday, February 9th
J2A Pilgrimage Fundraiser
Watch for more details in the eProphets and
Sunday Prophets!

High School Retreat
The Diocesan High School Retreat will be
held at the Barbara C. Harris Camp and
Conference Center in Greenfield, NH on
February 5-7. Click here for more details. If
you have questions, please contact Chris
Wagner.

Save the Date!
180th Annual Meeting
of the Parish of Christ Church
Sunday, February 21st
at 11:30 a.m. in the Parish Hall

Ash Wednesday Services
Wednesday, February 10th
7:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
12:00 noon Holy Eucharist
7:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist
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Crafts in the Park Update

Women’s Group Winter Meetings

We have received approval from the Andover Board of Selectmen to use The Park on
Saturday, May 7, 2015 for Crafts in the
Park. We are off and running. Please mark
your calendars! 10 am - 4 pm in Central
Park in downtown Andover.

Calling all Women of Christ Church! We welcome you to join the Women’s Group for fun and informative evenings. We generally get together in
the Meeting Room one Monday a month from 7:30 to 9 p.m. Sometimes
there are six of us, sometimes there are 25, regardless we share smiles,
concerns, and friendship. Transportation assistance is available, contact
Marti Johnson at 978-276-5664.

Check out the Crafts in the Park website at
www.craftsinthepark.com.
Applications
will be accepted through January 31, 2016.
Crafts will be juried in February.

December 14th all members - past, current, and future - are invited to a
gathering of Christmas cheer. You are welcome to the home of Marti
Johnson, 9 Oscars Way in North Reading from 7 to 9 pm for beverages
and light refreshment. Don’t be shy - she really wants you to come! An
RSVP would be greatly appreciated: e-mail Marti or call her at 978-2765664. Merry Christmas!

After treating ourselves in December, the women of Christ Church will
host a dinner on Sunday, January 24th for young parents of children baptized in the past year or so. We hope that women whose children are oldDo We Have Your E-mail Address? er will join us in making and serving dinner so that these parents of our
We prefer sending out our newsletters by youngest parishioners can have a lovely "night out!”
e-mail, as it saves on paper, ink, postage, For our February 22nd meeting we will be invited to
and staff time. If you are receiving this read and discuss four of Fleming Rutledge's sermons
newsletter by mail, and you have an e-mail from her collection, The Undoing of Death, a compiaddress, please let Mary Ann Lennon in lation of sermons for each of the days of Holy
the office know at 978-475-0529, ext. 10 Week. Rutledge, having been a parish priest for 22
or e-mail her.
years in New York City, has compiled various collections of sermons for publication including The Bible
and The New York Times and And God Spoke to
Glebe House Office Hours
Abraham in addition to this present work. Copies of
Monday
Closed
the sermons will be available for distribution at the
Tuesday
9 a.m.—1 p.m.
January meeting.
Wednesday
9 a.m.—1 p.m.
Looking ahead to March 14th, we will be hosting a book discusThursday
9 a.m.—1 p.m.
sion. Watch the February Prophets for details on the title and how to obFriday
9 a.m.—12 noon
Please make prior arrangements with staff tain your copy. Last year bad weather and scheduling conflicts plagued
members if you need to come at other the day of our book review - hopefully this year the weather will cooperate.
times.
Please join us as you are able.

New Phone System & Extensions
We have a new phone system that's just been installed at the Glebe
Did you know that the Sermons House. Most of the staff has new extension numbers, which are found on
the last page of this newsletter. You can also listen to the new list of
are available Online?
office extensions when you call in after hours and want to leave a mesEven if you miss a Sunday at Christ Church, sage for a staff member.
you can still listen to the sermon! Within a
few days of a sermon being given, we try
Thrift Shop News
to have it up on our website. Just click on
Due to an overwhelming response by consignors in October & November,
“Sermons” in the left column and then the
combined with an unusually large number of donations, there will be NO
date. It's not exactly the same as being in
consignments accepted in January 2016.
church, but it’s the next best thing!

Everyone is Welcome at God’s Table ~ Christ Church Andover

Christ Church Staff
The Rev. Michael Hodges, Rector
mhodges@christchurchandover.org; ext. 11
The Rev. James Dodson, Associate for Pastoral Care
jmontyd@gmail.com
Barbara A. Bruns, Minister of Music
bbruns@christchurchandover.org; ext. 20
Kristin Everett, Director of Children’s Ministries
keverett@christchurchandover.org; ext. 15
Mary Ann Lennon, Director of Communications
mlennon@christchurchandover.org; ext. 10
Maria L. Chan, Business Manager
mchan@christchurchandover.org; ext. 21
Cristen Mugford, Director of Finance
cmugford@christchurchandover.org; ext. 18
Christy Harvey, Director of Christ Church Children’s Center
charvey@christchurchandover.org
Beth Barnard, Head Manager at Thrift Shop
andoverthriftshop@comcast.net
Susan May, Sexton
smay@christchurchandover.org; ext. 19
Matt Tringali & Emily McDowell, Sunday Sextons
Catherine Rosen, Head Verger
Parish Office (Glebe House)
Andover Thrift Shop
Christ Church Children’s Center

978-475-0529
978-475-0957
978-475-4037

Dates to Remember
November 29
Advent Lessons and Carols at 5 pm
December 5
Holiday Greens, Outreach and Parish Fair
December 24
Christmas Eve services at 4:00 and 9:00 p.m.
and Carol Sing at 8:30 p.m.
January 24 & 31 and February 7 & 28
Communion Enrichment Classes
January 24
Dinner for Parents of Young Children
January 31
Convivium Musicum Concert at 5 pm
February 9
Mardi Gras / Shrove Tuesday Supper at 6 pm
February 10
Ash Wednesday
Holy Eucharist & Imposition of Ashes at 7am, 12 & 7:30pm
February 12
Voice Recital by Terry Morgan
February 21
179th Annual Meeting

Mailing Address: 25 Central Street, Andover, MA 01810

The Parish of Christ Church

www.christchurchandover.org

