The Prophet
Advent/Christmas/Epiphany 2016—2017
The Newsletter of the Parish of Christ Church
A Reflection from the Rector
“The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.” Phillips Brooks
Dear Friends of Christ Church,
I recently read the book Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates – a
New York Times bestseller and National Book Award winner. It is an epistolary
book written from a father to his teenage son about what it is like to be a
black man in America, and what it was like to grow up black in Baltimore. I
had heard the book referred to, and praised, many times by colleagues,
friends, and others – and I was curious to read it myself.
Of course, it will come as no surprise that one of my interests was to see what
role religion played in his narrative, and I didn’t have to read too far to have
my interest piqued. Coates writes, “some time ago I rejected magic in all its
forms. This rejection was a gift from your grandparents, who never tried to
console me with ideas of an afterlife…” (p. 12). A common criticism of the
Christianity presented to slaves and then internalized through the black
Church is expressed here: namely, that although this present life is one of
suffering, enslavement, and grave injustices, glory everlasting awaits in the
afterlife.
Later Coates continues to articulate his rejection of organized religion, a rejection inherited from his parents: “I could not retreat, as did so many, into the
church and its mysteries. My parents rejected all dogmas. We spurned the
holidays marketed by the people who wanted to be white. We would not
stand for their anthems. We would not kneel before their God. And so I had
no sense that any just God was on my side.” (p. 28).

Christmas Service
Times
Saturday, December 24th
Christmas Eve
4:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist and
Christmas Pageant
8:30 p.m. Christmas Carol Sing
9:00 p.m. Festival Holy Eucharist
+++

Sunday, December 25th
Christmas Day
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
(note: no 8:00 service)
+++

Sunday, January 1st
The Feast of the Holy Name
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
(note: no 8:00 service)

As we enter this season of Advent, anticipating one of the holiest celebrations
of the year at Christmas, I am challenged once again to explore the meaning,
import, and impact of our faith. Is Christianity simply a childish belief in
“magic” only offering the consolation of an afterlife? Is it a “retreat” filled
with dogmas with the sole purpose of buttressing the injustices of the world
by offering them a blessing? In what very real, concrete, particular, and physical ways could and can the Christian faith speak to the hopes and fears of someone like Ta-Nehisi Coates? In what very
real, concrete, particular, and physical ways can the Christian faith speak to our own hopes and fears?
Toward the end of the book, as Coates reflects on a visit with Dr. Mable Jones whose son, Prince, was killed by an undercover police officer, he is open to questions about the divine that go far beyond his prior rejections.
“As she talked of the church, I thought of your grandfather, the one you know, and how his first intellectual adventures
were found in the recitation of Bible passages. I thought of your mother, who did the same. And I thought of my own
distance from an institution that has, so often, been the only support for our people. I often wonder if in that distance
I’ve missed something, some notions of cosmic hope, some wisdom beyond my mean physical perception of the world,
something beyond the body, that I might have transmitted to you. I wondered this, at that particular moment, because
something beyond anything I have ever understood drove Mable Jones to an exceptional life. (p. 139).
Continued on p. 2...
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Rector’s column continued from p. 1.

In the weeks and months ahead we will be invited once
again to explore the mystery of something beyond anything we have ever understood and seek to understand,
in the very particularity of our bodies and our world,
how that mystery informs our hopes and gives us courage in the midst of our fears.
With blessings,
Michael
Citations are from Ta-nehisi Coates, Between the World
and Me (New York: Random, 2015).
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News from the Andover Thrift Shop
The Thrift Shop Board has been fortunate to have had Ellen George as President for the last 7 years. It was a term
of challenges including hiring a new manager and assistant
manager and accomplishing the window replacement project. We also celebrated both our 70th and 75th Anniversaries as Ellen provided us with thoughtful leadership and
hours of dedicated service. Ellen stepped down officially
at the October board meeting. We are happy she will continue to volunteer in the shop. Thank you so much Ellen!
We would like to announce that Marti Johnson has agreed
to be the new President of the Thrift Shop Board. Marti
has been on the board for a year, and we are happy to
welcome her to her new role. Thank you, Marti, for taking
on this position.
Iris Roskell has agreed to join the Thrift Shop Board. Iris
has been a shop volunteer for years and a previous Board
member. Thank you and welcome Iris.
The Thrift Shop’s 75th Anniversary year is coming to a
close. It was a year of celebrating the tremendous efforts
of many volunteers over those years. There are too many
to name individually but each and every one has helped
Continued on p. 3...

The Vestry will be looking at our budget forecast for the
next three years, and making decisions on our 2017 budgI hope this article finds you and your family in good health et at the January Vestry meeting. We very much hope to
and spirits.
have reached our goal for pledges by the time the Vestry
Overall, we started the year with less income pledged than meets. If you are still thinking about pledging I encourage
our budget anticipated, but with higher than expected you to join us in pledging your financial support by then.
contributions in other areas, and savings in utilities, staff, Please read the e-Prophet or call the Glebe House at 978and office expenses, the staff is working hard to balance 475-0529 for a copy of the Stewardship Letter that was
the budget for the year. With your help and generosity mailed to homes in October. We hope that
through the holidays, I anticipate that we will end the year the Stewardship Letter and the Q&A regarding pledging
with a balanced budget.
are helpful to those who have not pledged for 2017 as you

A Note from our Treasurer

Our goals for 2017 include hiring a new assistant rector,
improving adult formation, and continuing to support our
youth programs, pastoral care and other ministries. We
are hoping to receive $500,000 in pledges for 2017 to
make this possible.
As of December 2nd, we have received only 80% of our goal
or $394,377 in pledges from 123 families. This includes
new pledges from 11 families. Half of these pledges are
over $1,820, and the average of these pledges is $3,206.
Overall, this represents approximately an 11% increase
over what these families pledged this year. If you have
made a pledge of support for 2017, we thank you.

decide regarding your pledge.
This year Karen Aalto joined us in July as our new Director
of Finance. She replaced Cristen Mugford who moved to
San Diego with her family. Karen has been picking everything up quickly. Some of you have met and worked with
her. You will be receiving your statement of contributions
for 2016 from her soon. There has been a lot of interest in
setting up reoccurring payments with either direct payment from your bank or via credit card. The direct payment method incurs less fees for the church, but we encourage you to take advantage of the payment method
that works best for you. Please call Karen Aalto at the
Continued on p. 3...
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News from Thrift Shop continued from p. 2...

Treasurer’s column continued from p. 2...

to create a lasting legacy. That legacy has provided care to
our Church buildings and surrounds, outreach ministry to
our Greater Lawrence community and those in other countries, care and purpose to our shop family and recycling.

Glebe House if you have any questions. We are looking
forward to closing the year in good shape.

Thank you to everyone who helped out this year with our
celebrations. The shop hosted games, sales and refreshments. The community attended an evening Gala Event in
the Parish Hall. The volunteers and staff enjoyed our annual Thank You event as a dinner at new location, Angelica’s
Restaurant in Middleton.
Our Ministry at the shop remains the same; clean, gently
used and repurposed items at a fair price, displayed in a
pleasing manor in a shop run by helpful and friendly volunteers and staff.
COME TO THE SHOP! It is always full of treasures, seasonal clothing, art work and decorations and friendly conversation! COME TO THE SHOP! We are always looking for
new volunteers to add to our Shop family!
Located at 10 Park St., Andover, we are open Mon.-Fri.
10AM-4PM and the first 3 Saturdays of the month, 10-2.

As I prepare to end my term as your Treasurer in February, I want to thank you for all your help and support. In
my time as Treasurer, we have had a successful Capital
Campaign, added staff with accounting expertise, consolidated our accounting systems, made some very difficult
financial decisions, and balanced the budget each year.
We have transitioned from one rector, through an interim, and into Michael’s tenure as our rector. I feel good
about what we have achieved and put in place for the
future. I have put a lot of time and energy, sometimes
very emotionally, into this. As is often the case, I have
gotten back much more than I put in. I have learned a
lot, and getting to know and work with many of you has
made this a very rewarding experience for me personally. Thank you again for your help and support.
Thank you for your generous support for Christ Church.
Respectfully,
Allen Townsend, Treasurer

Christmas Memorial Decorations & Music
If you would like to give memorial decorations or music for Christmas, please fill out this coupon
and return with your donation to the Glebe House, 25 Central Street. Or click here to fill out the
online form. Make your check payable to Christ Church with a memo notation on an envelope
marked “Christmas memorials” and either put in the collection plate or mail it to the church office.

In memory of
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
In honor of
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
In thanksgiving for
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
Please Check
Flowers_____
Music_____
Given by__________________________________________
Offering $______________Telephone __________________
Please return to the Parish Office at the Glebe House or in the plate by Tuesday, December 13th
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Giving Opportunities
Homes for Rwanda
Over the years, this Christ Church Andover ministry has
supplied hundreds of goats to needy families, supplied
roofing material for 14 new houses and most recently
funded an entire house for homeless genocide victims.
This year we are trying to fund our second house for a
homeless man named Eric Niyonsenga and his family in
the town of Nyamata in Rwanda.
Our in-country partner, REACH Rwanda, receives our donations in support of their reconciliation
program to bring Hutus and Tutsis together.
REACH would like us to fund the building of another new
house in the village of Nyamata for a genocide victim
named Eric Niyonsenga.
A house built by REACH only costs $6,000 to build since
much of the labor is donated by repentant Hutu prisoners looking for a way to atone, and much of the materials
are either harvested from the site (rocks to build the
foundation) or created on site (mud bricks). Your donation will help bring shelter and independence to many in
need. Another benefit of this house-building program is
that grateful Tutsi recipients of homes often take in refugees as a gesture of gratitude.
Please consider a donation toward a new house that can
transform the lives of many of a displaced family in
Rwanda. You can donate by either finding the table at
our Outreach Fairs during Coffee Hours during December
or from a link on our homepage.
Thank you for your generosity! If you have any questions
about this ministry, please e-mail Michael Marcinelli.

More about Eric Niyonsenga
Born in Nyamata in 1990, Eric was 4 when the Genocide
took place in Rwanda. His father, two brothers and three
sisters were brutally killed, and he survived with his mother (who was raped and beaten). Their house was burned
down and they had no place to live. His mother not only
had no job but was not healthy enough to raise him. Eric
was sponsored by friends to attend primary and secondary
school, after which he started looking for small jobs to survive.
In July 2015, REACH Rwanda organized a training for Healing and Reconciliation for 60 former genocide perpetrators
(released from prison) in Nyamata. After three seminars
some of these trainees confessed and repented of the
crimes they committed. They mentioned names of the
people they wanted to ask for forgiveness and among
them was Eric. He was contacted by four men who were
involved in the killing of his family, and they asked him for
forgiveness. After finding out from them how they killed
his family, and where they had buried his father, his father’s body was found in March of this year, and was reburied with dignity in April when Rwanda was commemorating the 22nd Genocide anniversary. Eric was very comforted by this and offered his full forgiveness. Now he considers those men as his new fathers and uncles though
they killed his family.
Eric was then recommended to be the first REACH Rwanda
house beneficiary in Nyamata. REACH is now seeking funds
for the house materials. Forty genocide perpetrators are
committed to build the house for free as a symbol of reconciliation and restoration.

Christmas Dinners for
Neighbors in Need
Thank you to everyone who contributed Thanksgiving dinners to Neighbors in Need. Christ Church donated 128
complete dinners! Tom and Julie Childs are gearing up
again for the Christmas meal drive collection for our
Neighbors in Need. Your generosity of time and dipping
into your wallets to shop for a meal makes a huge difference to our Lawrence neighbors. If you are able to participate, click here for the shopping list. Meals will need to be
dropped off in the garage of Tom & Julie Childs, 244 South
Main St. in Andover any time on Monday, December 19th.
E-mail Julie with any questions. Thank you from Julie, Tom,
and Neighbors in Need!
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Interested in Baptism?
Baptisms are celebrated in the context of
our Sunday worship (10 a.m. service unless otherwise noted). The dates for the
remainder of the 2016-2017 program year
are:
January 8, 2017 (Feast of the Baptism of
our Lord)
April 15, 2017 (Easter Vigil at 8 p.m. better for adults and older children)
April 23, 2017
June 4, 2017 (Day of Pentecost)
If you are interested in baptism, please
contact the office.

Winter Music at Christ Church Andover
Holiday Concert by New England Classical Singers
David Hodgkins, Artistic Director
Sunday, December 11 at 3:00 p.m.
Handel’s Messiah Part I and other seasonal favorites
Pre-concert lecture in Parish Hall at 2:00 p.m. by Andrew Shryock
Christmas Eve Services
4:00 p.m. Christmas Pageant and Holy Eucharist
8:30 p.m. Christmas Carol Sing
9:00 p.m. Festal Holy Eucharist
Concert by Convivium Musicum
Boston-based Renaissance Choir
Michael Barrett, Conductor
Sunday, January 22 at 4:00 p.m.

Men’s Fellowship
Attention Men of Christ Church Andover! We are pleased to announce that the
Christ Church Men’s Fellowship has been
restarted and has been regularly meeting
throughout the year. The sole purpose of
this group is to encourage fellowship and
build community
for the men of
Christ Church. We
will not meet in
December.
The
next two dates are
January 25th and February 22nd. Locations for the meeting will vary and will include: the Rectory, individual parishioner's
homes, and restaurants. Watch in the
various Prophets for details of our next
meetings. If you are interested in joining
us, getting your name on the e-mail list, or
simply learning more about the meetings,
please email Jon Vacik or Andy Whitlock. We hope to see everyone there!

Organ Recital
Mina Onoda, Organist
Former Christ Church Organ Scholar
Saturday, February 11 at 7:00 p.m.
A Reception in the Parish Hall to greet the artists
will follow each concert.

New Printed Directory Coming!
We have heard quite a few requests for a printed directory, so we are in
the process of planning a new one for this spring. Our
last printed directory came out in 2010. We did have
photographs taken three years ago, but the parish staff
was unable to spend the time to get a full printed directory put together. Now the directory company has
come out with a basic, “stripped-down” version of the
directory, with just the pictures and the names and
contact info of the families, so it should be easier for our staff to put it
together. Watch for more details to come, but the following are the picture-taking dates that we’ve set up (times TBD):
Friday, March 17
Saturday, March 18
Sunday, March 19

Thursday, March 30
Friday, March 31
Saturday, April 1
Sunday, April 2

The staff will be needing volunteers to help out on these dates. If you
are available to help, please contact Mary Ann Lennon in the office.
Of course, the staff still encourages everyone to use our online directory
for the most up-to-date contact information.
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A Note from our Director of Children’s Ministries
I have been greatly enjoying my second year as the Director of Children’s Ministries! I am especially enjoying participating as a regular
teacher for the 2nd and 3rd grade atrium. It is a fun contrast to
teaching high school all Monday through Friday. All of our teachers
have been working so hard and have been enjoying this special
church school time with the children.
Preparations are underway for the annual Christmas Pageant. Chris
and Karen Payne-Taylor have graciously and enthusiastically volunteered to direct the Pageant for a second year. Here is the schedule of remaining rehearsals (all rehearsals immediately follow the
10:00 a.m. service):
Sunday, December 11 – Rehearsal with full cast
Sunday, December 18 – Dress rehearsal with full cast
Saturday, December 24 – 2:45 p.m. “Call” and run-through, 4:00
p.m. Service with Pageant
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Christ Church Babysitter List

Attention moms and dads of young children! We
have a babysitter list with the
names and phone numbers of
our youth who are available for
babysitting (with their parents’
permission, of course). If you
would like a copy of this list,
please e-mail Mary Ann Lennon
or call her at the church offices at 978-475-0529,
x10, and she will send you a copy of the list. We
hope that providing this list will be helpful both
to our young families and to our teenagers!

High School Retreat

The Diocesan High School Retreat will be held at
the Barbara C. Harris Camp and Conference CenFor any questions please contact Chris and Karen Payne-Taylor.
ter in Greenfield, NH on February 3-5. Click here
Our next big event after the Pageant will be our Communion Enfor more details. If you have questions, please
richment program for children who have not yet participated in the
contact Chris Wagner.
program and who are in the 2nd grade or older. The program consists of four classes during which the children meet downstairs in
Young Adult Service Opportunities
the 2nd and 3rd atrium with me while their parents meet upstairs
in the meeting room with Reverend Michael. The program culmi- Applications are now available for 2017-2018
nates with a Saturday morning retreat and potluck luncheon at the placements in the Young Adult Service Corps,
church followed by Communion Enrichment Sunday during which commonly known as YASC. Currently YASC missionaries are serving throughout the Anglican
the children celebrate communion with their families.
We are so grateful for the privilege of teaching the children at Communion, working alongside partners in adChrist Church. We look forward to continuing our work of listening ministration, agriculture, communication, develto God with the children and looking for every opportunity to be opment, and education. Among possible placements for 2017-2018 are Brazil, Costa Rica, Ecuakind. Please visit our atria to see this work in action!
dor, England, France, Ghana, Haiti, Honduras,
~ Kristin Everett
Hong Kong, Japan, Jerusalem, Mexico, Panama,
Philippines, South Africa, South Korea, Taiwan,
CCCC Now Enrolling for
and Tanzania. Application information is available
September 2017
here. The application deadline is Friday, Jan. 6,
Enrollment for the 2017-18 school year is underway! Christ Church 2017.
Children’s Center is now accepting application forms from currently
enrolled students, their siblings, and church members. Pledging
church members receive preference in enrollment in all of our programs! For more information or to schedule a tour, please e-mail
Christy Harvey or call her at 978-475-4037.

Here in Massachusetts, the Life Together program is now accepting applications for fellowships that begin in August 2017. Life Together is a
10-month fellowship and leadership development project that matches young leaders (21-32
years of age) with mission-based nonprofit organizations, schools and churches throughout
eastern Massachusetts, including Esperanza
Academy Teaching Fellowships. Applications are
accepted on a rolling basis. For more information
and to apply, click here.
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Crafts in the Park Update

Women’s Group Winter Meetings

We have received approval from the Andover Board of Selectmen to use The Park on
Saturday, May 13, 2017 for Crafts in the
Park. We are off and running. Please mark
your calendars! 10 am - 4 pm in Central
Park in downtown Andover.

The Christ Church Women’s Group welcomes you! We have some delightful activities planned for the next few months. Hopefully you will find
at least one that fits your calendar.

We can’t be all work and no play, so we will refresh ourselves on Monday,
December 12th with a holiday gathering at Marti Johnson’s home in
North Reading. Please join us for a casual evening of conversation. This is
Check out the Crafts in the Park website. a great time for newcomers to get to know us.
Applications will be accepted through Jan- Something else to look forward to, on January 9th, Roseuary 31, 2017. Crafts will be juried in Feb- marie Buxton will lead us in an Iona Prayer Service. On
ruary.
that date we also hope to have available copies of

Save the Date!
181st Annual Meeting
of the Parish of Christ Church
Sunday, February 12th
at 11:30 a.m. in the Parish Hall

“Accidental Saints: Finding God in All the Wrong People"
a book written by Nadia Bolz-Weber. This book does contain what some may consider excessive profanity. If that
does not offend you, join us for a book discussion led by
Carol Plate and Sue Gramolini on February 13th.
For our Lenten study in March, we look forward to a discussion about Julian of Norwich - a Christian anchoress, theologian, mystic and author.
Spring promises even more delightful group gatherings.
We typically meet from 7:30-9 pm in the Meeting Room in the Education
wing. Light refreshments are offered. Please join us as often as you can.
For questions or help with transportation, please contact Marti Johnson.

Epiphany Nativity Stroll
On the Second Sunday after the Epiphany (January 15th), all are invited to
bring in an Epiphany/Nativity Set to church! Bring them large and small,
old or new, loved and worn - to set them up around the perimeter of the
Parish Hall and have an Epiphany/Nativity Set 'stroll' during Coffee Hour see the rich variety and beauty and story that each one holds for fellow
parishioners! Before putting them away with your Christmas things, give
them another chance to shine the light of Christ in Epiphany. Please set
up your Epiphany/Nativity set(s) in the Parish Hall on Sunday, January 15
before 10 am worship. Feel free to include a card with history or meaning to you and your family. Please take them with you when you leave
Coffee Hour.

Save the Date!
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
Tuesday, February 28th
J2A Pilgrimage Fundraiser
Watch for more details in the eProphets
and Sunday Prophets!

Ash Wednesday Services
Wednesday, March 1st
7:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
12:00 noon Holy Eucharist
7:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist
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Youth News
Attention 10th-12th Grade High Schoolers: Please come
to a Christmas party on Wednesday, December 28th at 6
pm at the Gossmans’ (15 Thistle Rd. in North Andover).
Please RSVP by Dec. 22nd to Susan Bozorth and sign up to
bring a dish or two through this Perfect Potluck sign-up link.
Youth are invited to participate in a "White Elephant" gift
exchange (see Perfect Potluck sign-up for details or ask Diane Huntress, Heather Pfordresher, or Susan Bozorth). Parents are invited too!

In the spirit of Advent, our J2A Youth Group members
are delivering wreaths to some of our church members
who are no longer able to come to church on Sunday,
December 11th from approximately 11:30 - 1:00.
The J2A Youth Group Christmas Party is Sunday, December 18th from 5 – 7 pm at the Rectory. Bring a nut-free
dish to share and a $5 gift for a swap. RSVP through
Team Snap or to Hannah Whitlock.

Everyone is Welcome at God’s Table ~ Christ Church Andover

Christ Church Staff
The Rev. Michael Hodges, Rector
mhodges@christchurchandover.org; ext. 11
The Rev. James Dodson, Associate for Pastoral Care
jmontyd@gmail.com
Barbara A. Bruns, Minister of Music
bbruns@christchurchandover.org; ext. 20
Kristin Everett, Director of Children’s Ministries
keverett@christchurchandover.org; ext. 15
Mary Ann Lennon, Director of Communications
mlennon@christchurchandover.org; ext. 10
Maria L. Chan, Business Manager
mchan@christchurchandover.org; ext. 21
Karen Aalto, Director of Finance
kaalto@christchurchandover.org; ext. 18
Christy Harvey, Director of Christ Church Children’s Center
charvey@christchurchandover.org
Beth Barnard, Head Manager at Thrift Shop
andoverthriftshop@comcast.net
Susan May, Sexton
smay@christchurchandover.org; ext. 19
Matt Tringali & Emily McDowell, Sunday Sextons
Catherine Rosen, Head Verger
Parish Office (Glebe House)
Andover Thrift Shop
Christ Church Children’s Center

978-475-0529
978-475-0957
978-475-4037

Dates to Remember
November 27
Advent Lessons and Carols at 10:00 am service
December 4, 11, 18
Outreach Sales at Coffee Hours
December 24
Christmas Eve services at 4:00 and 9:00 p.m.
and Carol Sing at 8:30 p.m.
January 8
Bishop Gayle Harris visits Christ Church
January 22
Convivium Musicum Concert at 4 pm
February 11
Organ Recital by Mina Onoda
February 12
181st Annual Meeting
February 28
Mardi Gras / Shrove Tuesday Supper at 6 pm
March 1
Ash Wednesday
Holy Eucharist & Imposition of Ashes at 7am, 12 & 7:30pm
February 12, March 5, 12 & 19
Communion Enrichment Classes

Mailing Address: 25 Central Street, Andover, MA 01810

The Parish of Christ Church

www.christchurchandover.org

