Music and Readings for
The First Sunday of Advent
November 27, 2022
Voluntary
Hymn 59

Saviour of the nations, come, BWV 659
Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
Merton

Opening Acclamation
Celebrant
Blessed are you, holy and living One.
People
You come to your people and set them free.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
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worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Advent Prayer and Wreath Lighting
The Heim-Swift family (Doug Heim & Stacey Swift, Selah and Piper) will light the first candle of the Advent wreath and
read the following:
You know what time it is. The night is far gone, the day is near. It is the in-between time. Right now,
the nights are still drawing longer, but soon that will cease, and the daylight will begin to increase. In
this in-between time, of fall into winter, we know the promise of spring will come even if we cannot
sense it. We know what time it is: time to watch and wait for signs of Christ’s presence in our world and
in our lives in a new way. What is being revealed to you in the darkness? What is hidden that is waiting
for you to know?
Prayer: Now is the time for us to wake from sleep. Light of the World, we wait for You. Voice in the
Darkness, we wait for You. Prepare us to receive You in our world and in our lives in a new way.
Amen.
Holy God Trisagion [S-102] Sung three times

Alexander Archangelsky (1846-1924)

Collect for The First Sunday of Advent
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in
the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the
last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may
rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.
A reading from Isaiah (2:1-5, NRSV)
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say,
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach
us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’ For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word
of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
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they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift
up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.
O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Cantor sings the odd verses and the Choir and Congregation sing the even verses.
Psalm 122
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I was glad when they / said to me,*
“Let us go to the / house of the LORD.
Now our feet are / standing*
within your gates, / O Jerusalem.
Jerusalem is built as a / city*
that is at un/ity with itself;
To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the / LORD,*
the assembly of Israel, to praise the / Name of the LORD.
For there are the thrones of / judgment,*
the thrones of the / house of David.
Pray for the peace of Jer/usalem:*
“May they pros/per who love you.
Peace be within your / walls*
and quietness with/in your towers.
For my brethren and com/panions’ sake,*
I pray for / your prosperity.
Because of the house of the / LORD our God,*
I will / seek to do you good.”

A reading from The Letter of Paul to the Romans (13:11-14, NRSV)
You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer
to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the
works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Gradual Hymn 61, vs. 1
(see music on next pages)

“Sleepers, wake!” A voice astounds us
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Wachet auf
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The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew (24:36-44, NRSV)
At the Announcement, all say Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor
the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.
For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage,
until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away,
so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will
be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake
therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of
the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and
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would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is
coming at an unexpected hour."
Priest
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Offertory Anthem
Hymn at the Presentation 56, vs. 1

O thou, the central orb
O come, O come, Emmanuel
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Charles Wood (1866-1926)
Veni, veni, Emmanuel

Sursum Corda (Lift up your hearts) [Hymnal S-120]

Holy, holy, holy Lord [Hymnal S-124] Sanctus

David Hurd (b. 1950)

The Lord’s Prayer [Hymnal S-119]
(see music on next page)

Plainsong
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Fraction Anthem: Lamb of God [Hymnal S-161] Agnus Dei
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David Hurd

Communion Hymn 454

Jesus came, adored by angels
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Lowry

Hymn 73

The King shall come when morning dawns

Voluntary

Toccata on “Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland”

St. Stephen

Hugo Distler (1908-1942)

Everyone is Welcome at God’s Table ~ Christ Church Andover
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Serving at Today’s Service
The Rev. Brett R. Johnson, celebrant
The Rev. Michael J. Hodges, preacher
Barbara A. Bruns, organist
The Parish Choir
Steve Taylor, lector & intercessor
Nancy Taber & Terry Kuhlmann, Eucharistic Ministers
Marie Wagner & Josephine Nason, Altar Guild
Heather Dowty, flowers
Bill & Diane Hastings, ushers
Cameron Hastings, videographer
Permission to podcast and reprint the words and music in this service obtained from OneLicense, License
#A-734148. All rights reserved. Used with permission. Scripture quotations are from New Revised
Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. The collect, psalm, prayers of the people,
peace, Eucharistic Prayer A (or B, C, or D), and dismissal taken from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979.
Public domain.

11

