The First Sunday of Advent
November 28, 2021
Holy Eucharist
at ten o’clock

THE PARISH OF CHRIST CHURCH
ANDOVER, MASSACHUSETTS
~ Taking place in-person and online via our YouTube channel –
To access, please visit us at our website:
christchurchandover.org ~

Voluntary

Hymn 66

Three Advent Chorales & Preludes
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
Savior of the nations, come, BWV 599
Once He came in blessing, BWV 600
To God we render thanks and praise, BWV 602
Come, thou long expected Jesus

Stuttgart

Welcome
Opening Acclamation
Celebrant
Blessed are you, holy and living One.
People
You come to your people and set them free.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Advent Prayer and Wreath Lighting
The Vinson-Ventola family (Amy, Maureen, and Ant) will light the first candle of the Advent wreath and read the
following prayer:
Come, O Holy One,
as the morning light after a wakeful night!
Keep us mindful that at any moment you may ask of us
an accounting of our lives;
help us to love you and love one another in all we do,
and so clothe us with your light
that we may bring others to love you also,
through Jesus our Savior. Amen.
written by The Rev. Jennifer Phillips
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Holy God Trisagion [S-102]

Alexander Archangelsky (1846-1924)

Collect for The First Sunday of Advent
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in
the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the
last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may
rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.
A reading from Jeremiah (33:14-16, NRSV)
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel
and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for
David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and
Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: "The Lord is our
righteousness."
Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
The Cantor sings the odd verses and the Choir and Congregation sing the even verses.
Psalm 25:1-9

1
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3

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my/trust in you; *
let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies/triumph over me.
Let none who look to you be/put to shame; *
let the treacherous be disap/pointed in their schemes.
Show me your/ways, O Lord, *
and/teach me your paths.
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Lead me in your truth and/teach me, *
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted/all the day long.
Remember, O Lord, your compassion and/love, *
for they are from/everlasting.
Remember not the sins of my youth and my trans/gressions; *
remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your/goodness, O Lord.
Gracious and upright is the/Lord; *
therefore he teaches/sinners in his way.
He guides the humble in/doing right *
and teaches his way/to the lowly.
All the paths of the Lord are love and/faithfulness *
to those who keep his covenant and his/testimonies.

A reading from The First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians (3:9-13, NRSV)
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of
you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is
lacking in your faith.
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may the Lord
make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you.
And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and
Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn 59

Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding
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Merton

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (21:25-36, NRSV)
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among
nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding
of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see
'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take
place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near."
Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you
can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these things
taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass
away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass
away.
"Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the
worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live
on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape
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all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”
Celebrant
People
Sermon

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Rev. Michael J. Hodges

The Nicene Creed
BCP, p. 358
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen
and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People

based on Form III, BCP, p. 387

The Leader and People pray responsively
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for Michael, our Presiding Bishop, Alan and Gayle, our bishops, and for all bishops, priests, and
deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Remembering especially Rita, Anne, Richard and Lucy, Kathy, Matthew, Nancy, Becky, Ginny, Steve,
Linda, Virginia, and those family and friends of parishioners who have been commended to our prayers,
have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Remembering especially Helen Penelope Little, Robert Ankers, Ken Pearson, John J. Flynn, and Beth
Pisacreta, give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
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We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. I invite your prayers and thanksgivings either silently
or aloud.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
Confession and Absolution
Deacon or Celebrant
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

BCP, p. 360

Silence may be kept.
Minister and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
The Peace
The Peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.
Offertory Sentence
Celebrant Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.
Offertory Anthem
People, look East
Besançon Carol, arr. John L. Hooker (b. 1944)
People, look East. The time is near of the crowning of the year.
Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth and set the table.
People, look East and sing today: Love the Guest is on the way.
Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there:
give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flow’r may flourish.
People, look East and sing today: Love the Rose is on the way.
Birds, though ye long have ceased to build, guard the nest that must be filled.
Even the hour when wings are frozen God for fledging time has chosen.
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People, look East and sing today: Love the Bird is on the way.
Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim one more light the bowl shall brim,
shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together.
People, look East and sing today: Love the Star is on the way.
Angels, announce with shouts of mirth Christ who brings new life to earth.
Set every peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming.
People, look East and sing today: Love the Lord is on the way.
Text by Eleanor Farjeon (1881-1965)
The Great Thanksgiving -- Eucharistic Prayer B
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

BCP, p. 367

The Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and
to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to
judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Holy, holy, holy Lord [S-127] Sanctus
Calvin Hampton (1938-1984)
Musical Note:
During the season of Advent, we will sing the Sanctus and Agnus Dei composed by Calvin Hampton in 1974.
He served as Organist Choirmaster of Calvary Episcopal Church in New York City from 1963-1983, was a distinguished
recitalist, and was best known as a writer of hymn tunes.
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The Celebrant continues
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from
evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of
sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your
creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of
the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may
be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in
subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may
enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of
all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty
Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Fraction Anthem: Lamb of God [S-374] Agnus Dei
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Calvin Hampton (1938-1984)

Invitation to Communion
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. Everyone is welcome at God’s table.
Communion Hymn 60

Creator of the stars of night
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Conditor alme siderum

Postcommunion Prayer
BCP, p. 365
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and
serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Blessing
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility, sanctify
you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen.
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith, joyful in
hope, and constant in love. Amen.
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be rewarded with
unending life. Amen.
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And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain
with you for ever. Amen.
Hymn 57, vss. 1, 3 & 4

Lo! He comes, with clouds descending
Helmsley
Baritone Obliggato by James L. McConaughy (b. 1946)

Announcements
Dismissal
Voluntary

The people respond

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Advent Chorale Prelude: O Thou, of God the Father, BWV 601

J. S. Bach (1685-1750)

Everyone is Welcome at God’s Table ~ Christ Church Andover
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Serving at Today’s Service
The Rev. Jennifer M. Vath, celebrant
The Rev. Michael J. Hodges, preacher
Barbara A. Bruns, organist
The Parish Choir
Bobbie McGuire, lector and intercessor
Nancy Taber, Altar Guild
Heather Dowty, flowers
Carol Jackson and Bill Hastings, ushers
Jeff Aalto, videographer

THE PARISH OF CHRIST CHURCH
25 CENTRAL STREET
ANDOVER, MASSACHUSETTS 01810
PHONE: 978-475-0529
WWW.CHRISTCHURCHANDOVER.ORG
EMAIL: INFO@CHRISTCHURCHANDOVER.ORG

Permission to podcast and reprint the words and music in this service obtained from OneLicense, License
#A-734148. All rights reserved. Used with permission. Scripture quotations are from New Revised
Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. The collect, psalm, prayers of the people,
peace, Eucharistic Prayer A (or B, C, or D), service of Baptism, and dismissal taken from The Book of
Common Prayer, 1979. Public domain.
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