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Music and Readings for 
The Third Sunday of Advent 

December 11, 2022 
 
 
Voluntary                                       Advent Chorale Preludes                     Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
 
Hymn 76        On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry                               Winchester New 

 

  
 

Opening Acclamation 
 

Celebrant Blessed are you, holy and living One. 
People  You come to your people and set them free. 
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Collect for Purity 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Advent Prayer and Wreath Lighting    
The Mamis family (Don and Hilary, Connie, Brody, and Barrett) will light the third candle of the Advent wreath and read 
the following: 
 

You know what time it is. It is not time to sit back and hem and haw. It is not time to question whether 
to risk or not. It is not time to tell those who have waited so long for justice to continue to be patient. 
The waiting of Advent is not passive, but active. It is participating in the reign of Christ while waiting 
for Christ to return in our world and lives in a new way. It is building up the beloved community now 
while knowing that grief and suffering are still raw and real. It is the time to risk, because if we do not, 
we are bound to lose. It is the time to act for justice because we know that it will not come unless we 
demand it. It is the time to seek peace and pursue it, because it will not come without sacrifice. It is the 
time to live, knowing Christ is with us now even as we wait for Christ to make all things new. 
 

Prayer: God of Justice and Mercy, we pray for the courage to pursue Your way in this world now even 
as we pray for Your kingdom to come, on earth as it is in heaven. Amen. 
 

Rev-o-lution Resources by Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell 
http://rev-o-lution.org, (c) 2020. 
Used by permission. 

 
Holy God Trisagion [S-102]    Sung three times                                           Alexander Archangelsky (1846-1924) 
 

  
 

Collect for The Third Sunday of Advent 
 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely hindered 
by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
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A reading from Isaiah (35:1-10, NRSV) 
 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall 
blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the 
majesty of Carmel and Sharon.  They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. 
 

Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, "Be 
strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will 
come and save you." 
 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap 
like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water;  
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
 

A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it 
shall be for God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any 
ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the 
ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their  
heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 

Lector      The Word of the Lord. 
People      Thanks be to God. 

 
Canticle 3  [Hymnal S-185]             Plainsong, Tone 8 
(see music on next pages)          BCP, p. 50 
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A reading from The Letter of James (5:7-10, NRSV) 
 

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop 
from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You also must be patient. 
Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, 
so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and 
patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
 

Lector      The Word of the Lord. 
People      Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual Hymn 615       “Thy kingdom come!” on bended knee              St. Flavian 
(see music on next page) 
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The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew (11:2-11, NRSV) 

 

At the Announcement, all say  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said to him, 
“Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and tell 
John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who 
takes no offense at me.” 
 

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the 
wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in 
soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A 
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am 
sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 
 

“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the 
least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he." 
 

Priest  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 

Offertory Anthem          How lovely are the messengers     Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 
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Hymn at the Presentation 56, vs. 3         O come, O Come, thou Lord of might   Veni, veni, Emmanuel 
 

 

 
 
Sursum Corda (Lift up your hearts) [Hymnal S-120] 
(see music on next page) 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord [Hymnal S-124]  Sanctus     David Hurd (b. 1950) 
 
 

 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  [Hymnal S-119]                       Plainsong 
(see music on next page) 
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Fraction Anthem: Lamb of God [Hymnal S-161]  Agnus Dei             David Hurd 
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Communion Hymn 64             O heavenly Word, eternal Light               O Heiland, reiss 
 

 
 
 
Hymn 438   Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord!                  Woodlands 

Double Descants by James L. McConaughy  
(see music on next page) 
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Voluntary                             Herr Christ, der einig Gottes Sohn, BWV 601           Johann Sebastian Bach  
 
 
 

Everyone is Welcome at God’s Table ~ Christ Church Andover 
 
 
  

Serving at Today’s Service 
 

The Rev. Michael J. Hodges, celebrant 
The Rev. Brett R. Johnson, preacher 

Barbara A. Bruns, organist 
The Parish Choir 

Karen Aalto, lector & intercessor 
Nancy Taber and Marie Wagner, Eucharistic Ministers 

Debbie Kelley, Altar Guild 
Elaine Gibson, flowers 

Doug Nason and Jay Donovan, ushers 
Jeff Aalto, videographer 
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Permission to podcast and reprint the words and music in this service obtained from OneLicense, License 
#A-734148.  All rights reserved.  Used with permission.  Scripture quotations are from New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  The collect, psalm, prayers of the people, 
peace, Eucharistic Prayer A (or B, C, or D), and dismissal taken from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979. 
Public domain. 


