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It is the Vision of Christ Church to be an open, welcoming Episcopal congregation living the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. In the power of the Holy Spirit, we seek to nurture our spiritual
growth through worship and prayer, learning and teaching, support and service. We aspire
to put God’s love into action within our own lives, in our congregation and in our world.

From the Rector’s Desk

O

ur return to our beloved church on Advent I, the first Sunday of a
new liturgical year, could not have felt more appropriate. The Advent season breathes with deep, almost primal emotions of waiting
and expectation, of judgment (―setting things right‖), and of the fulfillment of
our deep longings. These themes virtually echoed through the walls on the
day of our return to our newly renovated church building as we finally sat and
prayed and sang and shared the Eucharist in the place about which we have
been thinking and praying for so long. We will continue our process of living
into these new spaces in the coming weeks and months. In no time it will feel
like this is the way it has always been.
Some theologians have called Advent "the season of the Already, but Not
Yet." In other words, it reminds us of the tension in which we always live between what has already come to fulfillment and what is still unrealized. We
can say, ―Yes, Christ is already here and present among us,‖ and at the same
time, ―Christ has still yet to come. Not all that Christ seeks to bring about in
our lives and in our world has yet fully come to pass.‖ It is a reminder that
while we rejoice in Christ‘s living presence with us, we live with a continuing
need for repentance, turning our hearts to God, even as we already enjoy the
foretaste of God‘s kingdom among us.
That same ―already, but not yet‖ applies to the space we are fashioning for
our worship at Christ Church. We‘re back already, and yet not all is fulfilled!
We will wait for a few months for our new organ to be fully ready to be
Continued on p. 4...

Community * Connection * Commitment

O

ur CCC Moment talks continue to inspire us with a new vision for
what Christ Church means to each of us. They‘re available from a
link on the homepage of our website and will be available in printed
form soon.
We hope that the sense of community and connection you feel will help you
take the next step toward commitment of your time, your talent, and your
treasure. We‘re all so much more together than we can be by ourselves!
We enjoyed hearing from our fellow parishioners so much that we will continue something similar going forward. Once a month we‘ll have a person
from the parish give a ―Living Epistle‖ in place of the epistle reading on Sunday morning. One of our youth, Hope Flynn, will offer our December living
epistle on December 18th. If you‘d like to offer your own testimony about
what the church means to you, speak to one of our clergy.

Centering Prayer
Workshop

T

AKE A BREATHER! You
NEED to take two hours out of
your holiday
preparations to
"center" yourself, and remember why we
love Christmas. Come to the Centering
Prayer Workshop on December 4, from
2-4 p.m. sponsored by our Women's
Group and open to any and all.
It will be lead by Anne Cushman, who has
been trained by Rev. Cynthia Bourgeault, a
great writer and proponent of this movement that encourages this ancient, simple,
and powerful spiritual practice. Want more
information? Contact Shane Crabtree at
slcrabtree@verizon.net, or Louise Valleau
at lvalleau517@gmail.com.
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Christmas Services
Christmas Eve
4:30 p.m.
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First Sunday after Christmas
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10:00 AM
Service of Lessons & Carols &
Holy Eucharist

Epiphany Supper

J

oin us for our first parish supper
of 2012 at Christ Church on
Thursday, January 5th at 6 p.m.
Come and enjoy dinner and the burning of the greens. The volunteers from Christ Church‘s
Bread and Roses team are pleased and excited to serve you the
dinner that we, Christ Church Parishioners, provide and
serve on the second Thursday of each month to the guests
at 48 Newbury St, Lawrence MA.
A fresh fruit cup, ham with scalloped potatoes and baby
carrots are all part of the nutritious meal you can enjoy with
us. We have a special surprise for dessert (hint: it has to do
with the Epiphany celebration!) Jeff will finish the evening
with the burning of the Christmas greens.
Sign up as soon as possible on the bulletin board-cost
is $8 per person or $20 for a family of 4 or more.

Have you remembered Christ Church in
your will?

Christmas Meals
for Our

Neighbors in Need

T

hank you to everyone who contributed Thanksgiving dinners to Neighbors in Need. Christ Church donated 115 complete turkey dinners to Christ United
Methodist Church in Lawrence. CUMC predominately
serves the Latino, Haitian and Guatemalan populations.
This was a much needed and appreciated contribution!
You probably feel like you just shopped (and you did!), and
with Christmas on the horizon, Round #2 is quickly approaching. We hope you will consider contributing to this
Holiday Meal Drive.
Food Guidelines for Christmas Dinner
Please pack everything, except the meat, in ONE box with a
cover so meals are easy to transport and those receiving
them can choose between ham or pork loin. Please bring
your meals to the Childs‘ garage at 244 South Main Street in
Andover anytime on Monday, December 19th. Childs Design and Construction and Julie will gladly take care of the
rest! Thank you and Happy Holidays!
Basic Dinner:
Ham or Pork Loin
Rice - Canilla or Carolina (not Uncle Ben‘s or Minute Rice)
Canned beans and/or peas, especially Green Pigeon Peas
(Grandules)
Fresh Vegetables - Squash, Broccoli, Onions, Celery, Carrots, Yams …
Fresh Fruit
Pie or pie ingredients
Optional items:
Coffee or Tea
Cream
Shelf stable 1 % milk (Parmalot)
Salad Vegetables
Canned Vegetables - preferably low sodium
Bread or Rolls
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DON’T READ THIS BEFORE
JANUARY!

I

‘m curious as to how many of you plunged into this
article, despite the title of it. It‘s our nature to go where
we are told not to go (see: Adam and Eve), and this is
one of those articles where I wish there could be a little
timer to go off on the eve of Epiphany to remind you to
read this again (or, if you followed my instructions above,
for the first time). As we (at least as a culture) started
Christmas in late October and end it on December 26th
when we throw out all of our wrapping paper and fruit
cakes, we tend to forget Epiphany on January 6th in the
dismal downer of already disavowed New Year‘s resolutions
and the dim gray of the never-ending, less sparkly winter
ahead. In fact, it is Epiphany that signals the end of the traditional Twelve Days of Christmas - yes, that started ON
Christmas, and ends with the arrival of the Magi on Jan. 6th.
If we take our liturgical calendar more seriously than our
general culture does, then that arrival of the Magi means
something special. It means that their arrival to that manger
in Bethlehem—trusting the star that has led them there—is
our version of Christ‘s own revealing to the larger world
than just the Holy Family. The Three Kings brought the
three gifts that would symbolize Jesus‘ life to come: Gold
(for his kingship); Frankincense (for his divinity); and Myrrh
(for his sacrificial death). They came to worship God in the
form of a child in the poorest of towns in the most unlikely
of families, trusting in nothing but their reading of the scriptures and in their faith that something amazing was about to
happen. That was a big leap of faith for them.
It also meant that their witness of the Christ-child was only
the first step. They could not, and would not keep it to
themselves! In fact, they didn‘t—and they protected Jesus‘
identity from the Roman authorities (who were worried that
this would be a child to overthrow their regime) by going
home ‗by another way‘.
In Advent, we waited. In Christmas, we rejoiced. Now in
Epiphany, we are moved to tell the story, to not keep it to
ourselves. We meet the Christ-child in his manger at Christmas, moved by the traditional tale that we tell again and
again each year. But that is not the end of the story. The
world is invited to meet Jesus, to hear the story, to see the
holy in the ordinary, and for us to remind ourselves that we
too, are invited to return home from our experience of what
Christmas means ‗by another way‘. We can‘t go back to the
way we were, even if it was a good and nice way to be-God is in the world! God is here, with us! That HAS to

Women’s Group

A

ll women are invited to join the December
Women’s Group for a Wine and Cheese party and
Yankee Swap on December 12th from 7:30 - 9 p.m.
in the Meeting Room.
ART AND GOD - Have you wondered how art might be
related to prayer? Come to the woman‘s group on January
23rd for a workshop to explore this idea. We will discuss praying with icons. We will try some drawing meditations. Art experience is not necessary. Don't be scared off
by that grade school teacher who told you that you couldn't
draw. Shane Crabtree

Advent Quiet Morning - Getting
to Know Julian of Norwich

S

t. Peter‘s, Beverly and the Society for the Companions
invite you to an Advent Quiet Morning, Getting to
Know Julian of Norwich, led by Brother Eldridge Pendleton, SSJE on Saturday, December 10 from 9:30 a.m. until
1:30 p.m. It will conclude with a Eucharist and a talking
lunch. There is no charge, but please register by calling he
St. Peter‘s church office (978-922-3438) no later than December 8th.
Don’t read continued..

make a difference in the way we act and engage with the
world, doesn‘t it? To say, well, that was 2,000 years ago, and
now we just have to ‗remember‘ it—not enact it—that‘s not
what we do as Christians. We live out our story, again and
again, in an active way. We do so when we celebrate the
Eucharist; we do so when we say the Lord‘s Prayer together; we do so when our adorable children line up for the
annual Christmas pageant. And we live it out in how we
take that message that God is really and truly HERE—into
the world.
Instead of the gym, diets, saving and the rest of your already
forgotten New Year‘s resolutions (or, well, in addition to
them)—how will you tell the story of God in the world to
yourself or to your family or to others? How will Christmas
cease to be a day of presents or a season of twinkling, but
morph into a day to day reality—that the most holy One
came to us; to love us; to be with us, in the most unexpected of ways.
All blessings, all lightKit+
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Babysitting & Activity
Afternoon at Christ Church

N

eed to get some holiday
shopping done? Want a few
hours to wrap or organize
or visit friends or just sit in the Advent quiet with a cup of tea on a Saturday afternoon?
The Christ Church J2A is happy to
help you out!
On Saturday, December 10th from 16 p.m., our J2A class (and their parents and mentors) will
offer a BABYSITTING and ACTIVITY afternoon at
Christ Church! We welcome all children three years and up
for activities, group games, possible movie time and an afternoon of fun and fellowship.
The J2A members are working towards fundraising for their
Pilgrimage Trip to Alaska (June 2012). Prices for the service
are: $6 per hour for one child; $11 per hour for two children (same family); $13 per hour for three children (same
family). All funds will go towards the group expense—enjoy
an afternoon off while supporting an excellent program!
Have kids who are under 3 years old? Please consider using
one of the youth from our parish babysitting list! You can
email Mary Ann Lennon for a copy at mlennon@christchurchandover.org
Activities will include Christmas crafts, games, cookie decorating, a substantial snack (between 3-4 p.m.), maybe a
movie, dance party!, and some story time.
Adult supervision will be on site at all times in addition to
the J2A group members. RSVP required—no drop ins
will be available. Sign up sheets will be available on Sunday, December 4th before and after the 10 a.m. service, or
you can reserve by emailing the following information to
Liz Dietz (ged2@verizon.net) or phone 978-806-5852 BY
THURSDAY DECEMBER 8th:
Name(s) of Children
Age(s)
Name of Parent(s) and contact
Hours attending (i.e. 1 - 4 p.m. or 2 - 6 p.m., or all day!)
Allergies, particularly dietary ones
We will have registration forms for you to fill out on Saturday when you arrive.
Thank you in advance!
Your Christ Church J2A

Memorial Service
for the
Very Rev. James A. Diamond

A

service in memory of Jim Diamond, our former
rector, has been scheduled for June 17, 2012, at
5:00 pm. Please mark your calendars now. Jim
was the rector of Christ Church for 18 years, from 1981
until 1999. He died this past July, and a funeral was held
here at Christ Church shortly thereafter. This memorial
service will be near the one year anniversary of his death,
and offer another fitting way to remember someone who
meant so much to Christ Church.
Rector’s desk continued from p. 1

played publicly. In the meantime, we will enjoy the music
of our voices, our beautiful new piano, the harpsichord now
on permanent loan to us, and a variety of other instruments.
The choir will continue to sing from the front of the church
for the most part, while trying out the balcony for an a cappella piece now and then. We will learn to live into our
more accessible and flexible spaces, hopefully with grace
and good humor, forgiving one another when something
doesn‘t go exactly as we had hoped, or when something
needs to be changed yet again.
Our beautiful Christmas Eve Children‘s Pageant will now
be able to take advantage of a greatly expanded space in the
front of the church. I can‘t wait to see their beautiful faces
across the front of the church as they tell us once again the
greatest story ever told, of the birth of the Savior in a lowly
manger – a story that has kept hope alive for two millennia,
and continues to give us hope now.
This Advent is a new beginning for us in many ways – yes,
liturgically, and yes in our newly renovated church. But also
in terms of how we imagine being the church together. Instead of thinking that things must always continue as they
have always been in order to be holy, let‘s enter the stream
of the ―already but not yet‖ to imagine what it is that God
would still want us to become. In other words, let‘s allow
Christ to be born in us yet again, and again, and again. Until we are fully made in Christ‘s image.
May this Advent and Christmas season fill us all with hope
and joy. I look forward to seeing you in church!
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Welcome
Cub Scout Pack 77!

C

hrist Church welcomes Cub Scout Pack
77, which is now holding their Monday
night den meetings at our church.

On November 26th as a service project for the church, the
Cub Scouts helped us move back in to the sanctuary. A
swarm of uniformed boys and their parents and siblings
moved hymnals, prayer books, kneelers, and pew cushions
back into place. Their energy and enthusiasm made short
work of a big job. Thank you Pack 77!
If you have boys ages 7-10 (first through fifth grades) interested in Scouting, contact the Pack 77 Cub Master Sean
Paige (sean.paige@lifetech.com) for more information
about Scouting. Or see Matt Lennon - Christ Church parishioner and former Pack 77 Den Leader, who is the Pack
77 liaison with the church.

Looking Forward
MVP Convention!

O

n Sunday, December 4 from 4:00 to 6:00 PM,
Merrimack Valley Project will be holding its annual convention. As we gather in celebration and
solidarity, we‘ll be engaging in some of the following activities:



Meet members of other urban and suburban parishes
who are dedicated to social justice;
 Hear stories about tenants who have been able to remain in foreclosed properties due to the tenant protection
law;
 Learn about how Boston Community Capital can help
qualifying foreclosed homeowners to buy back their homes
with an affordable, fixed-rate mortgage;
 Learn about area homeowners who are still fighting the
banks to obtain fair modifications;
 Become energized about a ―listening campaign‖ where
parishioners can share their concerns about issues that are
affecting their communities. Our hope is that Christ
Church will become part of this campaign in 2012.
Come join us for sharing and fellowship at Ebenezer Christian Church, 391 Haverhill Street, Lawrence. A meal will be
served following the program. For more information, contact Rosemarie Buxton, 978-683-7055 or rosebuxton@yahoo.com.

The Thrift Shop

W

e love these Thrift Shop
stories....

Justine G. came in to the Shop several months ago looking
for volunteer opportunities since her work schedule had
changed...naturally we signed her up right away and over a
period of time she has committed to three afternoons each
week! The other day Justine asked her co-workers if they
knew of any Episcopal churches in Andover ...! Obviously
we have to do a better job of spreading the word to the
community that our Shop is a ministry of Christ Church
instead of just another retail store in downtown Andover! By the way, we told Justine all about "us" and she attended Christ Church for the first time a couple of Sundays
ago...please thank her for volunteering when you get to
meet her.
Another surprise - word about the Shop has spread to a
little town nestled in the Adirondacks called Paul Smiths
(who knew?). A grandmother drove all the way to Andover to visit her daughter and new grandbaby with a trunk
load of clothing - her daughter brought it to the Shop along
with a $50 donation from her mother in appreciation for
the work we do.
We welcome donations of your unwanted items during the
last two weeks of December in exchange for a tax receipt
for 2011. We also need your large paper or plastic carrier
bags - if unable to drop them off at the Shop, you may leave
them in the PH coat closet. And - as always - please also
consider giving us an hour or two to help keep us going. The Shop will be closed for the holidays Saturday Monday, December 24-26.
In the meantime, we need at least one more volunteer to
help with take-in, one morning or afternoon at the beginning of each month. Bill Anderson regretfully cannot continue after the end of December due to many other obligations. The volunteer accepts boxes, labels them, and organizes them on shelves. Please contact Norm Scarpulla at 978475-2094 or nands.scarpulla@verizon.net.
The Thrift Shop, located at 10 Park Street, is open MondayFriday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. and the first three Saturdays of the
month 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Donations are gratefully accepted
the last two weeks of the month.
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Where do things stand with
our building renovation?

A

lthough we resumed services in the church beginning on the First Sunday in Advent (November 27),
not all of the work is done. Here‘s a short list of
items still to be completed with approximate dates:
1. The balcony rail will be installed during the first
week of December.
2. The side aisles of the nave will be tiled. Not originally in our scope of work because of lack of funds,
two parishioners have stepped up to offer a gift to
complete the side aisles. It will be completed in
mid-December.
3. The bell will be ready for ringing by midDecember.
4. A new altar is being built by Allen Townsend for
our church. Now that the design is nearing completion, Allen will begin his meticulous process of
craftsmanship, culminating in a new altar by the
Fall of 2012. In the meantime, we are using a temporary altar taken from the North Chapel.
5. The organ installation will be completed by December 10.
6. The voicing of the organ will commence after the
first of the year. This process will take until about
Easter, when the new organ will be played for the
first time publicly.
7. The choir will sing primarily from the front of the
church until the organ is in use, with some a cappella
pieces from the balcony in the meantime.

Thanks to Volunteers Who
Helped With Set Up the Newly
Renovated Church
Norm Scarpulla

O

ur services in the renovated church on the First
Sunday in Advent was a joyous occasion. It was
possible only with the effort of the many volunteers who carried things, dusted and vacuumed. On November 13, Pipe Sunday, we carried in the 3000 parts of our
new organ. On November 20, we disassembled our temporary worship space in the Parish Hall. On November 25
and 26, we set up our new worship space in the church, and
cleaned the cushions and kneelers. Thank you to all of the
parishioners who helped.

Thanks to All Who Made the
Renovation of Our Worship
Space Possible

M

any thanks to our Building Committee, and especially to our two co-chairs, Tom Childs and Chris
Huntress. Tom and Chris have spent hundreds
of hours over the past six months (and hundreds more before construction ever began), made hundreds of decisions,
and done a superb job of keeping the Vestry and congregation apprised of issues along the way. It has been a monumental task, and we are grateful for the skill and commitment of these two men who care so deeply about Christ
Church.
A very special thanks also goes to Norm Scarpulla, who has
been the coordinator for our move back into the church
and the many tasks that were involved in that operation.
Norm organized several days of work with over a hundred
volunteers. Various parts of the work are ongoing as we
continue to take care of details. Many thanks, Norm, for
your skill and hard work in getting us back into the church!
And many thanks to all of those who spent hours and hours
of volunteer time helping out!

Christmas
Pageant Rehearsals

P

ageant Rehearsals are underway for
the Christmas Eve Pageant. All participants - please plan to sing immediately after the service each week for 10 minutes. The pageant rehearsal schedule is:
December 4th - All participants sing. Speakers should have
lines memorized. Animals practice entrance with speakers.
December 11th - All participants sing. Angels practice
dance with speakers. Costumes distributed.
December 18th - Dress rehearsal.
December 24th (Saturday) - 2:45 p.m. call-time for speakers, 3 p.m. call-time for animals and angels, 4:30 p.m. pageant.
Parent or older sibling volunteers are needed to help out at
rehearsals and during the pageant. Please contact Karen
Vigurs-Stack at kvstack@me.com or Diane Hastings at 978794-4821.
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Calling All Would-be Acolytes!

N

ow that we are back into the Church Sanctuary,
we would love to have all hands on deck! Try out
being PART of the leadership of our Sunday services at 10 a.m. We are looking for as many of our youth to
participate up front as want to!
Not sure what to do? We‘ll teach you! Can‘t do it every
week? We can work with your schedule! Like fire and wearing fancy outfits? We can help with that! Interested in telling
Jeff and Kit what to do at the altar? THIS IS THE JOB
FOR YOU!
We will have training in the new space during Advent, and
will organize a three-month rotation after that. Try it out
and see if you like it - we would love to have you join us!
Questions? Email Irene Yull (iyull@verizon.net) or call 978276-0367.
Many thanks!
Irene Yull

PERFORMANCE OF AMAHL AND
THE NIGHT VISITORS

A

mahl and the Night Visitors, by Gian-Carlo
Menotti, will be performed by the Young Opera
Company of New England at the Peabody Opera
House, Second Floor of the Peabody Town Hall on Lowell
Street, Peabody, MA on December 10 at 7:30 p.m. This is
the perfect holiday concert for church families. The performance includes a Carol Sing-a-Long and the Hallelujah
Chorus with members of the audience joining in the festivities. Christ Church‘s own soprano soloist, Anney Gillotte
will perform the role of the mother and eleven-year-old
Benjamin Meyer-Idzik of Andover will reprise the role of
the young Amahl. Tickets are only sold at the door, which
opens at 7 p.m. Reservations are accepted by calling 781799-4779 or Marie Stultz at 978-664-4705. Ticket prices are
$7 for adults and $5 for students and seniors.

UTO Thanks You

T

hank you to all who have contributed so generously to the
United Thank Offering. If you
would like more information about this wonderful ministry,
please contact Debbie Moskal at 978-475-0529 ext. 10 or
dmoskal@christchurchandover.org. Blue boxes are available
on the table in the Narthex or at the Glebe House. Your
prayers and contributions really do matter and are wonderful ways to say ―thank you‖ for all the blessings in our lives.

Goats for Rwanda

H

ow much do you plan to spend
on Christmas gifts for your
family
and
friends
this
year? Can you imagine cutting that by
$30, and using that $30 to transform the
life of a family in Rwanda? It‘s possible! You can do it by providing a family with a goat of their
very own. So, let's all buy a goat!
During Jeff's last visit to Rwanda he asked our friend, Rev.
Philbert Kalisa, how we can help his effort toward peace,
reconciliation and economic development for the people of
Rwanda who have been affected by the 1994 genocide. Part
of Philbert‘s goal is to enable families to provide for their
basic needs of food, shelter, clothing and income. Philbert
has a clever program in place to supply goats for families
for only $30 per goat! For this small sum, a goat will provide meat, horsepower, and economic sustenance to families in need. The great thing about this effort is there is no
middleman involved to take a cut. We're dealing directly
with Philbert who will have the goats purchased and delivered directly to the families in need. 100% of the funds
raised for Goats for Rwanda will go directly to purchase the
goats. There are no fees of any kind that are siphoned from
your donation.
Once a family receives a goat, they not only benefit from it
personally, but the first offspring they get goes to another
family. After that, all offspring they get builds their own
herd, giving them a source of meat and income.
On December 4th, keep a lookout for Goats for Rwanda at
church! Please be generous as we try to share our love and
resources with our friends in need in Rwanda. It will help
transform lives!

5th & 6th Grade Youth Group to
Make Christmas Cards

A

ll 5th and 6th graders please come to our 5th/6th
Grade Youth Group meeting December 11th from
11 :30 am – 1 :00 pm! As we prepare during this
Advent season for Christmas, we will focus on an outreach
project. We will be making Christmas cards for some in
our parish and community to let them know that we are
thinking of them. We will have card making materials but
please bring any special materials you would like to work
with! Lunch will be served.
Susan Bozorth, Rick Gossman,
Brandon Bigelow & Carolyn Hughes Cuozzo
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Welcoming Congregations

M

any churches in our area have come together to
form an alliance of Welcoming Congregations
where people of diverse sexual orientations will
not have to wonder whether they can belong or not. There
is a particular focus on helping young people who are gay,
lesbian, bi-sexual, transgender or who are questioning their
sexual orientation, feel safe and welcome. While we have
always tried to live this way at Christ Church, we now have
an opportunity to be even more public with our welcoming
stance.
Our Vestry will discuss and vote on a broad statement of
inclusion at our December meeting. Members of the Vestry
welcome your comments about how we best give voice to
and live into our desire to be a place where no one has to
feel excluded. Here is a draft of the statement we will discuss at our December 9 Vestry meeting:
―Christ Church seeks to be known as a welcoming congregation to all people, without preference for age, ability, gender, race, ethnic or religious background, sexual orientation,
marital or family status. We desire to know ourselves and
one another as God knows us – as beloved children of
God, and to embody Jesus‘ own example of radical hospitality. As we say in our welcome to Communion, ‗This is the
Lord‘s feast, and all are welcomed to the table!‘‖

Christmas Gifts
for Needy
Children from
Lawrence

I

f you took the name of one of our special children
from Lawrence, please remember to return your
wrapped presents to the Glebe House by December 9
or to the Parish Hall on December 11.
We sincerely want to thank all of you who participated this
year. With it being such a difficult year for many families,
your thoughtfulness will put smiles on 100 children‘s faces
this Christmas. As a parish we have built up a reputation of
generosity and caring by working with Family Service in
Lawrence to assist these children in need. We will post pictures of the presents on the bulletin board. May your holiday be brighter as you think about the kindness you have
shown.
Thank You,
Allen & Carol Reid Townsend

Education for Ministry

A

fter the hustle and bustle of the holidays are over,
the new year beckons with the opportunity to take
up new pursuits. Those short winter days, long
evenings, and inclement conditions often lend themselves
to study and reflection. This might be the year to add a new
avenue for expanding your knowledge of scripture and exploring your own life as ministry. There is a potential for an
evening Education for Ministry Group that will meet on
Tuesday nights; currently, there are five people who are interested in either starting or continuing the program, but we
need at least six members to begin a group. It would be
wonderful to have the opportunity to offer this program to
members of Christ Church and other local churches.
Education for Ministry (EFM) groups meet once a week
over the course of a nine-month academic year to study,
pray, and reflect on their own beliefs in relationship to our
culture and the traditions of our Christian faith. EFM is a
worldwide program developed by the School of Theology
of The University of the South. The program is not specific
to the Episcopal Church so all are welcome to explore this
program of theological reflection. Our current group consists of members from Christ Church and South Church
and meets at South Church.
There are four EFM courses offered over four years, with
participants committing to participate one year at a
time. Participants can earn 18 CEU per year.
Year 1: Old Testament Year 2: New Testament
Year 3: Church History Year 4: Theological Choices
If you are interested in joining us for this opportunity in
Christian education, formation, and spirituality, contact
Rosemarie Buxton at rosebuxton@yahoo.com or 978-6837055.

Would You Like to Drive a
Parishioner to Church? Do You
Need a Ride to Church?

S

ome of our parishioners stay home on Sunday mornings because they do not have a ride to church. If you
are one of those people, we would love to hear from
you and arrange transportation.
If you would like to be a driver for any of those without a
ride, we would love to hear from you also. Your generosity
will be much appreciated.
Please contact Debbie Moskal at Glebe House 978-4750529 x 10 or dmoskal@christchurchandover.org.
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Life at Christ Church
Annual Meeting
of the
Parish

J

oin us for the 176th annual
meeting of The Parish of Christ
Church in Andover on Sunday,
January 29, 2012, beginning at 11:30 a.m. We will hear
reports from our Rector, Wardens, Treasurers, and various
ministries of the Parish. We will elect Wardens, Clerk,
Treasurer, members of the Vestry, delegates to our Diocesan Convention and Merrimack Valley Deanery, and Trustees of the Christ Church Cemetery. We will receive the
budget for 2012 and hear news of upcoming events in our
building campaign.
Lunch will be served and childcare will be provided.
Members new and old are all invited to attend this important meeting and be part of setting our course for an exciting new year.

Memorial
Decorations &
Music for
Christmas

O

ur Parish is blessed with a talented and hardworking Flower Guild, Minister of Music and
choirs who are already making plans and preparations for Christmas at Christ Church.
If you would like to give memorial decorations or music for
Christmas, please send (coupon below) the names with your
donations to the Glebe House, 25 Central Street. Make your
check payable to Christ Church with a
memo notation on an envelope marked
―Christmas memorials.‖
The deadline to have names printed in the
Christmas order of worship is Wednesday,
December 14, 2011.

Christmas Memorial Decorations & Music
In memory of
_______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
In honor of
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
In thanksgiving for
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
Please Check
Flowers_____
Music_____
Given by___________________________________
Offering$______________Telephone __________________
Please return to the Parish Office at the Glebe House or in the plate by Wednesday, December 14th
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Life at Christ Church
Rector
Assistant Rector
Minister of Music
Head Verger
Business Manager
Director of communications
Asst. for Membership Development
Director of Children’s Ministries
Director of the Children’s Center
Head Manager, Thrift Shop
Sexton
Sunday Sexton
Parish Office (Glebe House) - Tuesdays— Fridays
Parish Hall
Fax Number
Andover Thrift Shop
Christ Church Children’s Center
Emergency Pastoral Calls

JEFFREY SHILLING GILL — jgill@christchurchandover.org
Kit Lonergan— klonergan@christchurchnandover.org
BARBARA A. BRUNS — bbruns@christchurchandover.org
CATHERINE ROSEN
MARIA L. CHAN — mchan@christchurchandover.org
DEBORAH K. MOSKAL -- dmoskal@christchurchandover.org
MARY ANN LENNON — mlennon@christchurchandover.org
Carolyn H. Cuozzo chughescuozzo@christchurchandover.org
CHRISTY HARVEY— charvey@christchurchandover.org
FRANCES J. DODSON- andoverthriftshop@comcast.net
MARK POMERLEAU — mpomerleau@christchurchandover.org
PETER NOVELLO
978/475-0529 - Hours 9 AM - 3 PM
978/475-9707
978/475-9557
978/475-0957
978/475-4037
978/807-4687

Worship Schedule
Sundays
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist in the North Chapel
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist

Wednesdays
7:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist in the
North Chapel
followed by breakfast in the Parish Hall
Christmas Services are on page 2.

The Parish of Christ Church - 25 Central Street - Andover, MA 01810-3780
Web Site Address – www.christchurchandover.org
Diocese of Massachusetts - Web Site Address - www.diomass.org
The Episcopal Church - www.episcopalchurch.org
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