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Prelude         Prayer of Christ Ascending to the Father (from L’Ascension)        Olivier Messiaen (1908-1992)

  

Hymn  215               See the Conqueror mounts in triumph                   In Babilone 
 
 

 
 

Opening Sentence 
 

Officiant  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
 

The Invitatory and Psalter 
 

Officiant  Lord, open our lips. 
People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
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Officiant and People 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning,  
is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
Venite  [Hymnal S-35]                            Jack Noble White (b. 1938)  
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Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36 (NRSV) 
 

1 Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; * 
 let those who hate him flee before him. 
 

2  Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away; * 
 as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God. 
 

3  But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; * 
 let them also be merry and joyful. 
 

4  Sing to God, sing praises to his Name; 
 exalt him who rides upon the heavens; * 
 YAHWEH is his Name, rejoice before him! 
 

5  Father of orphans, defender of widows, * 
 God in his holy habitation! 
 

6 God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners into freedom; * 
 but the rebels shall live in dry places. 
 

7  O God, when you went forth before your people, * 
 when you marched through the wilderness, 
 

8  The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain, 
 at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, * 
 at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
 

9  You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; * 
 you refreshed the land when it was weary. 
 

10  Your people found their home in it; * 
 in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor. 
 

33  Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; * 
 sing praises to the Lord. 
 

34  He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; * 
 he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice. 
 

35  Ascribe power to God; * 
 his majesty is over Israel; 
 his strength is in the skies. 
 

36  How wonderful is God in his holy places! * 
 the God of Israel giving strength and power to his people! 
 Blessed be God! 
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
       as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 
 

The Lessons 
 
A reading from Acts of the Apostles (1:6-14, NRSV) 

 

When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by 
his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, 
as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and 
they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men 
of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you 
into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s 
journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, 
Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of 
Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting themselves 
to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
 

Lector       Here ends the reading. 
 

Canticle 18     A Song to the Lamb [Hymnal S-261]  Dignus es         Plainsong, Tone 8 
                                                                                                                  Adapted Bruce E. Ford (b. 1947) 
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A Reading from The Gospel according to John (17:1-11, NRSV) 

 

Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may 
glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have 
given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, 
glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 
 

“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you 
gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is 
from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and 
know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their 
behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they 
are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no 
longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in 
your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.” 
 

 Lector       Here ends the reading. 
 

Homily  The Rev. Michael J. Hodges 
 
Solo    Bass Aria from Ascension Cantata, BWV 43                  Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 -1750) 

Gott fähret auf mit Jauchzen (God goeth up with shouting)  
was first performed in Leipzig, Germany on May 30, 1726. 

Michael Barrett, soloist 
 

Translation:  He it is who all alone has trodden the wine-press filled with sorrow, grief, and pain 
to rescue the perishing at great cost.  Ye throne, arise and crown Him with crowns! 

 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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The Prayers 
 
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Suffrages A 
 

Officiant Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
People  And grant us your salvation. 
Officiant  Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
People  Let your people sing with joy. 
Officiant  Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
People  For only in you can we live in safety. 
Officiant  Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
People  And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
Officiant  Let your way be known upon earth; 
People  Your saving health among all nations. 
Officiant  Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
People  Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
Officiant  Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
People  And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

 
The Collect for The Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 

O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your 
kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt 
us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

 
A Collect for Sundays 
 

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your Son our 
Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in 
your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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A Collect for Grace 
 

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought us in safety to this new day: Preserve us 
with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by adversity; and in all we do, 
direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
A Prayer for Mission 
 

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach 
peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after 
you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the 
coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Hymn 214, verses 1, 2 & 4         Hail the day that sees him rise, Alleluia!                       Llanfair 
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Intercessions and Thanksgivings 
 

In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer their own prayers, either silently or aloud. 
 

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for Michael, our Presiding Bishop, Alan and 
Gayle, our bishops, for this gathering; and for all ministers and people. 
Pray for the Church. 
 

Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people. 
Pray for justice and peace. 
 

Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, especially Anne, Rich, Sarah & Zab, Richard, Pat, Kathy, Karla, 
and those family and friends of parishioners who have been commended to our prayers, the hungry, the 
oppressed, and those in prison. 
Pray for those in any need or trouble. 
 

Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of God.  
Pray that they may find and be found by God. 
 

Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for the departed, especially Evo Joseph Gramolini, George Kuhlmann, Kim Altavesta, 
Elaine Morissette, and Susie Towers-Reynolds. 
Pray for those who have died. 
 

Silence 
 

I invite your prayers and thanksgivings either silently or aloud. 
 
 

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored. 
Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day. 
 

Silence. 
 

The Officiant adds a concluding Collect. 
 
The General Thanksgiving 
 

Officiant and People 
 

Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us. We thank you for the 
splendor of the whole creation, for the beauty of this world, for the wonder of life, and for the 
mystery of love. 
 

We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for the loving care which surrounds us 
on every side. 
 

We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best efforts, and for leading us to 
accomplishments which satisfy and delight us. 
 

We thank you also for those disappointments and failures that lead us to acknowledge our 
dependence on you alone. 
 

Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the truth of his Word and the example of 
his life; for his steadfast obedience, by which he overcame temptation; for his dying, through 
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which he overcame death; and for his rising to life again, in which we are raised to the life of 
your kingdom. 
 

Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know Christ and make him known; and through 
him, at all times and in all places, may give thanks to you in all things. Amen. 
 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication 
to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered 
together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as 
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 
Officiant  Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 
People   Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Officiant 
 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to 
him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.  
                                                                                                                        Ephesians 3:20, 21 
 

Announcements 
 
Postlude            “Allegro” from Concerto in G Major, BWV 592              Johann Ernst/J. S. Bach 
 
 

Everyone is Welcome at God’s Table ~ Christ Church Andover 
 

Serving at Today’s Service 
 

The Rev. Jen Vath, officiant 
The Rev. Michael J. Hodges, preacher 

Barbara A. Bruns, organist 
Michael Barrett, soloist 

Carolyn Hughes and Dawn Bell, lectors 
Nick Hastings, videographer 
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