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Music and Readings for 
The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

January 29, 2023 
 
 
Voluntary                                       Prelude, Fugue and Variation, Op. 18             César Franck (1822-1890) 
 
Hymn 542    Christ is the world’s true Light                                          St. Joan 
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Canticle 11 [S-223]  The Third Song of Isaiah  Surge, illuminare     BCP, p. 87 
(sung by choir and congregation) 
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Collect for The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth: Mercifully hear the 
supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

A reading from Micah (6:1-8, NRSV) 
 

Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. 
Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, and you enduring foundations of the earth; for the 
Lord has a controversy with his people, and he will contend with Israel. 
 

“O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! For I brought you up 
from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent before you Moses, 
Aaron, and Miriam. O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son 
of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of 
the Lord.” 
 

“With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before him 
with burnt-offerings, with calves a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with tens 
of thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the 
sin of my soul?” He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to 
do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
 

Lector      The Word of the Lord. 
People      Thanks be to God. 

 
The congregation remains seated and is invited to sing the ANTIPHON. 
Psalm 15 

 

 
 

1  Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? * 
  who may abide upon your holy hill? 
2  Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, * 
  who speaks the truth from his heart.     [ANTIPHON] 
 

3  There is no guile upon his tongue; 
  he does no evil to his friend; * 
  he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor. 
4  In his sight the wicked is rejected, * 
  but he honors those who fear the Lord.    [ANTIPHON] 
 

5  He has sworn to do no wrong * 
  and does not take back his word. 
6  He does not give his money in hope of gain, * 
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  nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 
7  Whoever does these things * 
  shall never be overthrown.      [ANTIPHON] 

 
A reading from The First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians (1:18-31, NRSV) 
 

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it 
is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the 
discerning I will thwart.” 
 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 
foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 
For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block 
to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's 
weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many 
were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the 
wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in 
the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the 
presence of God. He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, 
and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who 
boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 

Lector      The Word of the Lord. 
People      Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual Hymn 605         What does the Lord require                         Sharpthorne 
(see music on next page) 
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The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew (5:1-12, NRSV) 
 

At the Announcement, all say  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 
Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely 
on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you." 
 

Priest  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 

Offertory Anthem   Lass dich nur nichts nicht dauren      Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) 
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Translation:   
Do not be sorrowful or regretful; be calm, as God has ordained, and thus my will shall be content. 
What do you want to worry about from day to day?  There is One who stands above all who gives you, too, what is yours. 
Only be steadfast in all you do, stand firm; what God has decided, that is and must be the best. Amen. 
 
Hymn at the Presentation 380, v. 3         Praise God, from whom all blessings flow      Old 100th 
 

 

 
Holy, holy, holy Lord [S-125]   Sanctus                     Richard Proulx (1937-2010) 
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Fraction Anthem: WL&P #875       Be known to us, Lord Jesus     Gary James (b. 1957) 
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Communion Hymn 560          Remember your servants, Lord           Beatitudes 
(see music on next pages) 



9 
 

 



10 
 

 



11 
 

 
 
Hymn 556, vss. 1-5   Rejoice, ye pure in heart!    Marion 
(see music on next page) 
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Voluntary                        Prelude in E-flat Major, BWV 552              Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
 

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of  
Anne Adams Stevens. 

 
 
 

Everyone is Welcome at God’s Table ~ Christ Church Andover 
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Serving at Today’s Service 

 

The Rev. Michael J. Hodges, preacher & celebrant 
Barbara A. Bruns, organist 

The Parish Choir 
Chris Wagner, lector & intercessor 

Rosemarie Buxton & Terry Morgan, Eucharistic Ministers 
Cathy Humphries & Holly Jarrell-Marcinelli, Altar Guild 

Diane Hastings, flowers 
Missy Blanch & Jon Vacik, ushers 
Cameron Hastings, videographer 

 
 
Permission to podcast and reprint the words and music in this service obtained from OneLicense, License 
#A-734148.  All rights reserved.  Used with permission.  Scripture quotations are from New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  The collect, psalm, prayers of the people, 
peace, Eucharistic Prayer A (or B, C, or D), and dismissal taken from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979. 
Public domain. 


