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A Nine-Month Reflection from the Interim Rector 
 

On one hand I can’t believe I have only been serving among you for nine 
months....and on the other NINE whole months! When I came to Christ 
Church, I thought it would be for about a year, and it looks more like it will be 
about a year and a half. I am very grateful for that because these months 
(long or short) have been a great gift to me and to my husband Ernie. We are 
grateful to be among you still, and, in truth, far more grateful than when we 
first arrived because we now have gotten to know so many folks and we have 
come to care for you so much. So, thank you for your continued welcome and 
inclusion of us in this wonderful community. 
 

The work of the Interim is to make sure that a parish is operating well using 
“best practice”  systems and procedure, following Episcopal Polity, (the law, 
of course), and otherwise is in great shape for the new rector to be able to 
come and be among you with feet on the ground, not having to deal with any 
such procedural things. There were a few things to look at, but not too many! 
The clergy and lay people who have been serving Christ Church have served 
you well. You have a fine heritage that the new rector will inherit and be truly 
blessed to be part of. I am as proud of that heritage as you are! 
 

The few things we, the Vestry, wardens and I, have looked at are the kinds of 
things that are behind the scenes and not too glamorous. But I think you 
should know that the Vestry has been very busy and takes seriously their re-
sponsibility to have the church running smoothly when the new rector comes. 
They divided the governance of the church into several parts and formed sub-

Continued on p. 2... 

Update on our Rector Search 
Your Search Committee has been hard at work this summer! After conducting the online survey and Rector Search fo-

rums during May and June, the committee took the information learned from them to create our Parish Profile. During 

our most recent meeting on August 19th, the Search Committee unanimously approved the final draft of the Parish 

Profile. It is now in the design phase and we are targeting early to mid-September for publication. Once it is ready for 

publication the Parish Profile will be posted to the Christ Church website, as well as a few hard copies available at the 

church for parishioners to read. Once the Parish Profile is approved by the Office of Transitional Ministries (OTM) at the 

Diocese, we then submit our Ministry Profile, which together are placed on our Diocesan website, on the national Epis-

copal Church website, and promoted at the OTM fall conference. At that point the Search Committee will then be able 

to receive names. We expect this to happen starting early October. Please keep in mind that, like any job search, these 

names then become highly confidential. The Search Committee appreciates parishioners understanding in this.  We 

continue to remain on track for our 15-18 month timeline outlined in March. As we move forward into the fall, we en-

courage you to check out our blog http://christchurchandover.blogspot.com where we will be posting more frequent 

updates of our progress. We would like to express our sincere gratitude for your continued prayers and support as we 

move through this time of transition. If you have any questions or concerns about the search process, please do not 

hesitate to find one of us on a Sunday and talk to us. Our pictures are hanging up outside the Parish Hall so we are easy 

to spot! You can also email us at search@christchurchandover.org and a member of the Search Committee will re-

spond to you. We ask for your continued prayers during this time. 

Interested in Baptism? 
Baptisms are always celebrated in the 
context of our Sunday worship (10 a.m. 
service unless otherwise noted), on the 
principal feast days of the Christian 
year. The dates for the 2013-2014 pro-
gram year are: 
November 3, 2013 (All Saints' Sunday) 
January 12, 2014 (Feast of the Baptism 
of our Lord) 
April 19, 2014 (Easter Vigil at 8 p.m.) 
April 27, 2014 (Easter 2) 
June 8, 2014 (Day of Pentecost) 
If you are interested in baptism, please 
contact the clergy at least 5 weeks prior 
to your preferred date. They will let you 
know about baptism preparation. 

Register for Sunday School, 
Youth Groups, and Choirs  

 

Registration will take place on Sunday, 
September 8th after the 10 a.m. service.  
The first day of Sunday School and 
Youth Group classes will be Sunday, Sep-
tember 15th. 

http://christchurchandover.blogspot.com
mailto:search@christchurchandover.org


committees: Communications, Finance, Property, Administration.  Each subcommittee then reviewed how that particu-
lar part of the church was operating. 
 

Vestry members have met with the various committees in each of these areas and brought their findings back for con-
sideration by the whole Vestry. Several challenges emerged from their discussions, none of which will surprise you (or 
hopefully won’t surprise you!). The organizational structure of the parish is too fluid for a 
parish this size and with this many ministries and people. They are considering a new 
structure and will unveil that when it is further considered and discussed with the many 
constituencies that will be part of it. The Property Committee is doing a terrific job, but is 
faced with some real challenges. The Glebe House has not been touched for any kind of 
maintenance care for literally years. It needs paint, carpet, roof, electrical work, new of-
fice equipment--just to name a few. The church is facing delayed maintenance issues as 
well: roof, pointing, and completion of the bell tower (to name a few). 
 

Communications are changing in the world, becoming more electronic and that is impacting how we communicate with 
each other and from the parish leadership and staff to the parish. The various “Prophets” are starting to have different 
audiences and purposes and that is being addressed by the Vestry in concert with Mary Ann and other staff as needed. 
We appointed a Nominating Committee (called for in the by-laws but usually turned out to be off-going Vestry mem-
bers who replaced themselves). The new committee is helping to suggest folks for many needed volunteers around the 
church, and their first success was to suggest Allen Townsend to become Treasurer and to ask Barry Thomas and Re-
becca Diaz  to help with finances. 
 

Which brings me to the finances of the parish. There are huge financial challenges. Not only do we need to meet the 
property issues head on, we began the year with a deliberate deficit budget. That deficit has, to our great dismay, in-
creased because of unexpected expenses--like the furnace needing to be replaced and the increased cost of health 
care. To comply with diocesan polity/canon and MA state law, health care must be provided equally to all employees, 
and the cost of doing this will impact next year’s budget dramatically. We want to run more efficiently and we are ex-
ploring options to that end. Obviously we must cut costs in some other way or increase revenue drastically. It is a com-
bination of both that the Vestry is wrestling with. 
 

I have been told by many of you about the time a couple of years ago folks came forward to help keep Debbie and 
Mary Ann in their jobs. I have been told that the parish was not told how serious the situation was. No one wants a re-
peat of that situation. 
 

Good People, the situation is just as serious now, indeed it is far more serious. We are facing staff cuts and changes and 
loss of program. Some of this is our own inefficiency (and we are addressing that) and some of it is because of unpre-
dictable outside costs. But whatever the case,  it is serious and your help is needed. Your financial support is needed. 
We are blessed to have the generosity of the Thrift Shop to help with some of the maintenance challenges, but even 
their hard work cannot provide for all that needs attention. 
 

The Stewardship Committee is asking that every single household that is part of Christ Church respond with a pledge 
this year. The only way we can go forward is if everyone participates financially as well as by being part of worship, 
ministry and programs. The Vestry has recognized that one of the programs that draws a large consistent participation 
is the Children's and Youth Programs.  So the Vestry made the difficult decision to fund the Children's Minister position 
to be competitive financially with other churches who serve over 100 children in their church school, even as we realize 
the financial challenge we are facing. Putting money into our successes, like the Children’s ministry, the music ministry, 
the outreach ministries, seems like the right way to go. Hopefully those impacted by this increased commitment will 
respond financially also. It takes the participation of all to continue to have a vibrant and vital community. 
 

You are needed and you are wanted. “Everyone is Welcome at God’s Table” is the saying we live by. But that also 
means “Everyone is really needed” to support the parish if it is to continue to be and to serve as faithfully as it has for 
nearly 200 years. The future of Christ Church is in your hands.   
 

Gale+ 
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Gale continued from p. 1. 



From the Assistant Rector 
 

Once, when asked if I was a runner or jogger of any kind, I responded with one of my favorite quotes from the movie 
‘Anchorman’: “Veronica and I are trying this new fad called uh, jogging. I believe it's jogging or yogging. It might be a 
soft ‘J’. I'm not sure, but apparently you just run - for an extended period of time. It's supposed to be wild.” 
 

I’m a yogger, which is to say, I don’t run (unless being chased). My husband Chris does, as do many of my close friends, 
who find their time jogging or running to be their sacrosanct time alone to think, to ponder, to release, perhaps just to 
be alone. Parents of younger kids have told me that they run in the early morning to have some time to themselves 
before diving into the day, to center their spirit and mind before engaging with the world. It is akin to those who do a 
yoga practice—the regular setting aside of time to refresh, to literally ‘practice’ one’s form and art and meditation. It 
takes observance, regularity and commitment to setting that time aside to actually see the benefits of the practice it-
self. First, sporadic, attempts at yoga are usually rewarded with pains and stiffness, with no celebrity body or mental 
enlightenment to accompany it. But with practice, one gets past that initial awkward phase and allows oneself to get 
deeper, to rely on that practice to take you where you need to go. 
 

What does any of this have to do with Christ Church? Good question. Continued on p. 6... 
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Dear Parishioners, 
 

Christ Church has been blessed with the strong annual support of so many of our members.  From this critical revenue, 
we pay our clergy and our staff, we maintain and insure our buildings and grounds, and we support many other minis-
tries. However, some expenses each and every year are unexpected and present funding challenges.  For these types of 
concerns and for other hopes we have for our Church community, a different kind of financial support is needed, one 
which will develop a more solid foundation for the Parish’s future. 
 

Christ Church’s Planned Giving Program is directed at educating and encouraging all parishioners to consider the ad-
vantages of creating a planned gift for the benefit of the church.  We anticipate that these thoughtful and generous 
gifts will solidify Christ Church’s foundation.   
 

The most common planned gift is a bequest in one’s will or estate plan which names Christ Church as a beneficiary.  
This form of giving, the charitable bequest, has a long history in the U.S., including being the primary source of funding 
in the creation of many of our oldest educational institutions and churches.  Planned gifts can also be made through a 
life income gift such as a charitable gift annuity or through gifts of special assets such as real estate, securities or life 
insurance.  With proper planning, many of these gifts can generate significant tax savings for the donor. 
 

The Parish of Christ Church has a long history of faithful parishioners who have generously supported the Parish during 
their lifetime.  Many have also made gifts to the Parish at the time of their death through their wills or trusts.  The Mar-
land Fund was established to strengthen the long-term ministry of Christ Church by creating and building financial as-
sets which will help Christ Church develop and enhance its ministries beyond what would otherwise be possible 
through its annual operating budget. These gifts will also help ensure the integrity of the infrastructure and to fund 
campus capital improvements. The Marland Fund is carefully managed so that your legacy will grow and strengthen 
future Church ministries. 
 

Preparing a will is an essential part of one’s estate plan and an important component of managing what happens to 
your family and your possessions after death.  Appointing trustees and executors, naming guardians for young children, 
and deciding how you would like your worldly goods distributed will give you peace of mind and relieve your loved 
ones of the burden of those decisions. 
 

To learn more about will preparation, planned giving, the medical directive, and funeral planning, please join us for a 
two-part Estate Planning discussion on Wednesday, October 9th and October 16th at 7 p.m. in the Meeting Room.  
Dinner will be served. 
 

Please make Christ Church a priority when preparing your will or estate plan. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
The Planned Giving Committee  (Randall Mayer, Andy Caffrey, Rev. Dr. Gale Davis) 

Estate Planning Workshops 



2013 Andover Crafts in the Park 
Final Report 

The Crafts in the Park Committee is 
pleased to share our final report with the 
Parish.  We had a 
very successful first 
year of sponsoring 
this decades-old, 
popular Town event.  
Treasurer Irene Yull 
reported that as of 
6/30/13, the Committee raised a total of 
$17,178, with expenses of $3,594, yielding 
net proceeds of $13,584. Christ Church has 
received a check from the CIP committee 
for $12,500. The remaining balance of 
$1,084 will fund ongoing and anticipated 
expenses for the 2014 fair. Our results far 
exceeded expectations based on prior 
years’ proceeds. We are hoping to build on 
that success next year. 
 

Everyone is invited to share in the fun of 
participating in next year’s Crafts in the 
Park! Whether you volunteer as a commit-
tee member or on the day of the event, 
we have a job for you! Mark your calen-
dars for Saturday, May 10, 2014, Mother’s 
Day Weekend! Contact Karen Herman at 
kvwherman@verizon.net for more infor-
m a t i o n ,  c h e c k  o u r  w e b s i t e , 
www.craftsinthepark.com or “like” us on 
Facebook! 

Oktoberfest 
Oktoberfest is less than a month away!  
Join us on Saturday, September 28th, 6-10 
p.m. in the Parish Hall, for this fun German-
themed dinner with Silent and Live Auction.  
If you have an item or service that you’d like to donate to the auction, 
please contact Auction Chair Helen Pickard at mapickard1@verizon.net.  
Tickets will be on sale for $30 each during coffee hours Sept. 8-22 and at 
the Glebe House.  Here’s a sampling of the items available for bid: 
 

Theme Baskets:  Bread and Roses, Fido/FiFi Fun, Flea and Tick Prevention, 
STYLE! By Karen Vigurs-Stack, 3 different wine baskets, Valentine's Day by 
Senior Bible Study 
 

Arts, Crafts and Collectibles:  Painting of Christ Church by Michael Doran, 
Painting of the Holy Family - “Flight into Egypt” by Shane Crabtree, Hand-
made Basket from Rwanda, Hand-tied Baby Blanket by Abby Thomas, 
Beatles Coasters from UK Museum, Young Adult Halloween Themed Nov-
els by Dan Graffeo, The Hobbit (leather bound), Framed Religious Art from 
Vintage French Textbook 
 

Goodies:  Chocolate Chip Cookies by Doug Kuhlmann, Restaurant Gift Cer-
tificates – Boston, Vermont Maple Syrup, Africa or Eclipse Theme Dinner 
hosted by Rev. Dr. Gale Davis & Ernie Frohring, Sweet Mysteries delivered 
by the Women's Group, Cocktail Party with heavy hors d'oeuvres hosted 
by Steven and Jennifer Scherwatzky, Tea Party hosted by Rev. Kit and 
BABY, Dinner at the Enchanted Cottage of Dana Wilson and Frances Young  
 

Services and Gift Certificates:  Overnight Babysitting by Kathleen Bates, 
Organ Lessons by Barbara Bruns, Health Coaching by Dawn Bell, Airport 
Transportation by Iris Roskell, Spa Day in Andover, Discover Scuba, Home 
Depot, Dinner and a Show in Lowell for Two, Wine Tasting by Shawsheen 
Village Liquors, Reserved Pew and Parking for Christmas and Easter, Two 
Tickets to Boston Cecilia Christmas Concert, Restaurant Gift Certificates, 
Tablet - Samsung Galaxy Tab 2, 7.0!, Vacation Resort Stay in NH!!!! 
 

And MORE... Your donation will be gratefully accepted by September 10. 
Contact Helen Pickard at mapickard1@verizon.net or 978-681-9915. 
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Blessing of the Animals 
“If you have men who will exclude any of God's creatures from the shelter 
of compassion and pity, you will have men who will deal likewise with their 

fellow men.” So said St. Francis of As-
sisi! On October 6th, we will celebrate 
the feast day of St. Francis at the 10 
a.m. Sunday service by blessing our 
animal friends (both pets and stuffed 
animals!). Please bring your (hopefully) 
well-behaved pet to the service and we 
will have blessings for creatures great 
and small AND those who love and  

care for them! Know someone outside the church who loves their pet and 
might want to take part? Please invite them to join us! ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Oktoberfest Menu 
 

Appetizers 
Warm Pretzels with Sweet Mustard, As-
sorted Cheeses, Crackers, Rye Crisps, Mini 
Smoked Sausages, Crudités, Smoked 
Salmon, Pumpernickel Rounds 
 

Dinner 
Sauerbraten, Assorted Grilled Wursts, But-
tered Egg Noodles, Carrots and Horserad-
ish sauce, Cucumber salad, Warm Potato 
Salad (German with bacon), Pickled Beets, 
Pickled Herring, Hard Boiled Eggs, Green 
Salad 
 

Dessert 
Apple Strudel, Black Forest Cake or Choco-
late Roll 

mailto:kvwherman@verizon.net
http://www.craftsinthepark.com
mailto:mapickard1@verizon.net
mailto:mapickard1@verizon.net
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Fall Music at Christ Church Andover  
 

Choral Evensong at Christ Church, Hamilton-Wenham 
Sunday, September 29 – 6:00 p.m. 

With combined choirs from Andover & Hamilton-Wenham 
Jack Russell, director & Barbara Bruns, organist 

  

Choral Evensong at Christ Church, Andover  
Sunday, October 20 – 5:00 p.m. 

Organ Recital at 4:30 p.m. by Jack Russell 
With combined choirs from Andover & Hamilton-Wenham 

  

Concert celebrating Benjamin Britten’s 100th birthday 
followed by  “Afternoon Tea” in the Parish Hall 

Saturday, November 23 – 3:00 p.m. 
Music of Benjamin Britten performed by all Christ Church Choirs, Solo-
ists, and The Young Opera Company of New England; John Skelton, 
Carolyn Skelton, Carol Doran, Marie Stultz, and Barbara Bruns conduct 
or accompany on the organ or piano.  
 

Save the Date! Sunday, December 15  
 Advent Lessons & Carols Service - 5:00 p.m.  

sung by the combined choirs of Christ Church 

    Harpsichord & Flute Recital at 4:30 p.m.  
Carolyn Skelton, harpsichord, and Dawn Bell, flute 

 

A Reception in the Parish Hall to greet the artists will follow each  
performance. 

Choir Rehearsals Resume  
 

Parish Choir (Begins September 5) 
Rehearses Thursday evenings from 7:30-
9:00 p.m. and Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m.  
Open to adults and high school singers. 
 

Schola (Begins September 10) 
Rehearses Tuesday afternoons from 4:30-
5:30 p.m.  Open to young singers with un-
changed voices, grades 6-12.  Auditions re-
quired. 
 

St. Cecilia Choristers (Begins September 12) 
Rehearses Thursday afternoons from 4:30-
5:30 p.m.  Open to girls and boys with un-
changed voices, grades 3-8. 
 

Angel Choir (Begins September 19) 
Rehearses Thursday afternoons from 4:00-
4:30 p.m.  Open to boys and girls, grades K-
2. 
 

Bell Choir (TBA) 
Contact Barbara Bruns if interested.  A mini-
mum of 8 ringers are needed to form a 
choir. 
 

For further information or to become in-
volved in the Music Ministry at Christ 
Church, please contact Barbara Bruns, Min-
ister of Music at Christ Church at 978-475-
0 5 2 9 ,  E x t .  1 4  o r  e - m a i l 
bbruns@christchurchandover.org 

Do We Have Your E-mail Address? 
We prefer sending out our newsletters by e-
mail, as it saves on paper, ink, postage, and 
staff time.  If you are receiving this newslet-
ter by mail, and you have an e-mail address, 
please let Mary Ann Lennon in the office 
know at mlennon@christchurchandover.org 
or 978-475-0529, ext. 17.  Thank you! 

Parent-Toddler Playtime at 
Christ Church Children’s Center  

 

Do you want to have fun with your toddler without the mess?  Christ 
Church Children’s Center offers a program for toddlers and their par-
ents.   Come join us for a session of play where you will meet other par-
ents and spend quality time with your own child.  We will provide the 
space, activities, and the snack.  You just arrive with your child and ex-
perience how much fun it is to play together.  Our first session begins on 
Monday, October 21st.  Who is eligible?  Any toddler, 18 months – 2 
years 9 months.  How many children can participate in each ses-
sion?  Eight children and their parents can participate in each session.  
What is the cost?  $110 for each 8-week session.  You and your toddler 
will come each Monday from 9:15 am until 10:30 am.  If you are inter-
ested and would like more information, please call us at 978-475-4037 
or email Christy Harvey at charvey@christchurchandover.org. 

mailto:bbruns@christchurchandover.org
mailto:mlennon@christchurchandover.org
mailto:charvey@christchurchandover.org
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SAVE THE DATE! 
 

Harvest of Hope ~ Esperanza Academy’s Annual Dinner & Auction 
Friday, October 25 at 6:30 p.m. at the Andover Country Club 

Keynote Speaker: The Rev. Liz Walker / Roxbury Presbyterian Church 
Former Weeknight Anchor WBZ-TV News 

For information regarding sponsorship opportunities or to donate 
auction items, please contact Deborah Blicharz at  

deborah.blicharz@esperanzaacademy.org or 978-686-4673, x22 

Every Sunday morning, as I pray before heading into the sanctuary for 
our weekly services, I give thanks to God for allowing me time to step 
away from the ‘stuff’ of the world, and set aside time to be in the pres-
ence of God and God’s people. I say thank you for a Sabbath time 
which asks nothing of me but my presence; my practice; my obser-
vance. It’s hard to set aside time in a culture where time almost has 
more value than money, but it is necessary for me to go deeper into 
my relationship with God, into the holy mysteries, into that space 
where my soul and the Creator of the world connect, past that initial 
awkward phase of challenge with little reward. It is necessary for me 
to be in the company of other pilgrims on this journey, so that I don’t 
feel so alone in my practice. I may not be a jogger, but this time, this 
space, is my version of yogging. 
 

We live in a world of competing commitments. The world no longer 
stops on Sunday mornings to allow the Christocentric populace to at-
tend church or take Sabbath time (time away from work, time to enjoy 
family and friends and creation without having to ‘do’ or ‘earn’ or 
‘achieve’), as it used to. This is our new normal. Even Jesus, who 
worked a heavy schedule (just read through the Gospel of Mark to find 
a fellow ‘consultant’-esque schedule of travel!) made time to step 
away from the crowds, even the ones who needed healing, to pray, to 
be still, to be in the company of his companions and bring themselves 
back to just why they were engaging in this ministry (Mark 6:31ff). 
 

Church is one of the places that attendance is not taken, no one is 
docked points or pay for not showing up, your space will not be occu-
pied or taken by another person (like it might be on a team sport). 
That said, the fruits of our practice are correlated to how often we en-
gage in that practice: how we set time aside to be present to it, to see 
it as our way of centering, of learning about a love that the world can-
not teach, how we learn to forgive as we ourselves are forgiven when 
we err or omit or fall short. 
 

You may not emerge from services at 33 Central Street with a celebrity 
body after church. Or enlightenment. But, just as with jogging or yoga, 
you will emerge differently with practice, and as Ron Burgundy says, 
‘It’s supposed to be wild.’ 
Blessings, 
Kit+ 

Kit continued from p. 3 

Changes in the Glebe House Staff 
As most of you know by now, Debbie Moskal 
has resigned her position as Director of Com-
munications at Christ Church. We are so grate-
ful for the many years of dedicated work, way 
beyond her job description, that she has given 
to Christ Church! 
 

While we are in this time of transition, we are 
evaluating the best ways to work in the office, 
and staff job responsibilities may change again 
in the future.  But for now, Mary Ann Lennon 
has agreed to increase her hours and take on 
many of Debbie’s responsibilities, including 
putting together the weekly service bulletins, 
Sunday Prophets, the seasonal Prophet (like 
this one), and maintain the calendar, along 
with the eProphet, website and database that 
she has already been doing.  She will be the 
person to go to if you need to reserve a room 
for a meeting or other event. 
 

When Assistant Rector Kit Lonergan goes out 
on maternity leave in October, the Rev. Jim 
Dodson will join us half-time and be responsi-
ble for pastoral care, assist with liturgy and 
preaching, and work with Gale and the Glebe 
House staff in other ways. 
 

These changes have necessitated our limiting 
our office hours for answering the phone and 
greeting people at the door.  (Please see be-
low for new hours).  We hope this won’t cause 
too much inconvenience—we appreciate your 
understanding!  
 

New Glebe House Office Hours 
 Monday Closed 
 Tuesday 9 a.m.—1 p.m. 
 Wednesday  9 a.m.—1 p.m. 
 Thursday 9 a.m.—1 p.m. 
 Friday  9 a.m.—12 noon 
Please make prior arrangements with staff 
members if you need to come at other times. 

mailto:deborah.blicharz@esperanzaacademy.org
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Women’s Group Fall Meetings 
Calling all Christ Church women! Looking for a chance to share in prayer 
and friendship?  We are looking for you.  Join us for spiritual exploration, 
informative discussions, and lighthearted evenings. We welcome women 
of all ages and interests.  Check out our plans for this fall and plan to join 
us soon!  All meetings are in the Meeting Room unless otherwise noted. 
 

September 16, 7:30-9 p.m.:  Rev. Dr. Gale Davis will share her story of 
becoming an Episcopal priest after those first revolutionary women 
paved the way. 
 

October 21, 7:30-9 p.m.:  The Daughters of Abraham is a book group that 
was formed in the wake of 9/11 for women of the three Abrahamic 
faiths - Judaism, Islam and Christianity.  We will enjoy a discussion with 
members of this group who use books as a way of sharing community 
with one another. 
 

November 11, 7:30-9 p.m.:  Bread & Roses AND COOKIES: come and 
bake your favorite cookies with a group of like-minded cookie lovers! 
Bring your favorite holiday recipe, along with the makings of 3 dozen 
cookies.  We will bake, chat, and take home a bag of freshly baked cook-
ies (oh, and satisfy the sweet tooth of the customers at Bread &Roses.) 

Newcomers Taste & See 
All Newcomers  

(those who’ve come in the past 
year) 

are invited to join us for an 
Informal Wine and Cheese 

Get-together on 
Tuesday, October 22nd 

5:30-7 p.m. in the Meeting Room 
Children are invited, too - 

mac & cheese provided for them! 
Please drop in — we’d love the 

chance to get to know you better! 

Senior Warden’s Report 
Third Quarter Review—Starting in June this 
year the Stewardship Committee started 
planning the campaign for 2014. We have 
met throughout the summer. We have also 
held Vestry Meetings in July and August. The 
Wardens met with the co-chairs of the 
Search Committee to share our issues and to 
hear the progress that the committee is 
making. The Nominating Committee met for 
the first time to discuss the Treasurer’s posi-
tion, and out of the blue Allen Townsend has 
agreed to take the position, starting Septem-
ber 1st for a two-year term. Other open po-
sitions that will need the committee’s help 
will be filling four Vestry slots to be con-
firmed at the Annual Meeting 2014. The Fi-
nance Committee met to start planning for 
the next two to five years out. Follow-up 
meetings are being planned for the last 
quarter. 
 

The Vestry has spent several meetings dis-
cussing the cost of health care facing our 
parish in 2014. While we are aware of some 
of the changes required by the Diocese, we 
are exploring how it can be funded. Mean-
while the planning for the annual dinner and 
auction is moving forward, and we ask you 
to consider offering your items for our auc-
tion. Come to our version of Oktoberfest on 
September 28th.  ~ Jim Walker 

Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner? 
The Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner group is restarting for the 5th 
year.  We have approximately 80 members and would love to have 
more, so please consider joining us.  Everyone is welcome to be a part of 
this fun group.  The more members we 
have, the more we are able to forge 
stronger relationships within the church.  
We get together for 3 dinner parties a year 
at the homes of individual parishioners in 
groups from 6 to 10.  The host provides the 
main course and the guests bring the rest of the meal.  It’s a wonderful 
way to get to make new friends and get to know others better.  The 
dates for the dinner parties are:  October 19, January 25, and April 
5.  Please mark your calendar.  If you are interested in joining or for 
more information, please contact Carol Reid at carolreid@comcast.net. 

Mission Trip to Haiti  
We are planning a trip to the CFFL school for January 2014 (Wed., Jan. 
15th thru Monday the 20th).  Members of Christ Church Andover and St. 
Anne’s in-the-Fields in Lincoln will travel to the Central Plateau region of 
Haiti for a mission trip.  We will engage with the faculty, staff and stu-
dents at CFFL in numerous activities including debates, lectures, music, 
and prayer.  It will also be a great opportunity to meet face to face the 
three students we (Christ Church and St. Anne’s collectively) have spon-
sored.  The group committed to travelling is in the 5-6 member 
range.  More would be welcome.  On Sunday, September 15th, Clarkson 
Williams and others will be in the Parish Hall after each service to say 
more about this important work in Haiti. You are highly encouraged to 

mailto:carolreid@comcast.net?subject=Guess%20Who's%20Coming%20to%20Dinner?


Christ Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Gale Davis, Interim Rector 
gdavis@christchurchandover.org  

 

The Rev. Kit Lonergan, Assistant Rector 
klonergan@christchurchandover.org 

 

Barbara A. Bruns, Minister of Music 
bbruns@christchurchandover.org 

 

Carolyn Hughes Cuozzo, Director of Children’s Ministries 
chughescuozzo@christchurcandover.org 

 

Mary Ann Lennon, Director of Communications 
mlennon@christchurchandover.org 

 

Maria L. Chan, Business Manager 
mchan@christchurchandover.org  

 

Christy Harvey, Director of Christ Church Children’s Center 
charvey@christchurchandover.org 

 

Frances Jennings Dodson, Head Manager at Thrift Shop 
andoverthriftshop@comcast.net 

 

Mark Pomerleau, Sexton 
mpomerleau@christchurchandover.org 

 

Matt Tringali & Emily McDowell, Sunday Sextons 
 

Catherine Rosen, Head Verger 
 

Parish Office (Glebe House)                            978-475-0529 
Andover Thrift Shop                                         978-475-0957 
Christ Church Children’s Center                     978-475-4037 
 

Mailing Address: 25 Central Street, Andover, MA 01810 

Dates to Remember 
 

Sunday, September 8 
Registration for Sunday School, Youth Groups & 

Children’s Choirs  
 

Sunday, September 15 
First day of Sunday School & Youth Groups 

 

Saturday, September 28, 6-10 p.m. 
Christ Church Oktoberfest and Auction 

 

Sunday, October 6, 10:00 a.m. service 
Blessing of the Animals / Sanctuary 

 

October 20, 5 p.m. 
Choral Evensong 

 

 October 22, 5:30 - 7 p.m. 
Taste & See for Newcomers 

 

November 3, 10:00 a.m. 
All Saints Sunday & Baptisms 

 

November 24, 5 p.m. 
Thanksgiving Ecumenical Service @  

Christ Church 
 

Saturday, November 23 
“Britten’s High Tea” Concert (3:00) & Reception (4:30)  

 

December 15, 5 p.m. 
Advent Lessons and Carols 

The Parish of Christ Church                                                       www.christchurchandover.org 

“Focus” Sundays in September 
 

Come to church these Sundays to find out more about all the wonderful groups at Christ Church, and how you can 
get involved!  Representatives from a few of these groups will speak for a short time during services, and then will 
be available to talk more with you during Coffee Hours in the Parish Hall. 

 

September 8th — Focus on Youth and Worship Ministries — Sunday School & Youth Groups Registration, Registration 
for all Choirs (Parish Choir, Schola, St. Cecilia Choristers, Angel Choir, and Bell Choir), Acolytes, Ushers, Altar Guild, 
Flower Guild, Vergers 
 

September 15th—Focus on Outreach Ministries — Local and Global:  Esperanza Academy, Bread and Roses, Habitat 
for Humanity, Andover Thrift Shop, Neighbors in Need, Merrimack Valley Project, Christ Church Mission in Haiti, Roofs 
for Rwanda, United Thank Offering 
 

September 22nd—Focus on Caring & Sharing and Pastoral Ministries — Women’s Group, Coffee Hour Ministry, Guess 
Who’s Coming to Dinner group, Yard Sale Committee, Newcomers Committee, Fellowship & Hospitality, Lay Pastoral 
Care team, Knitting Ministry, Intercessory Prayer Team 

Everyone is Welcome at Godõs Table ~ Christ Church Andover  
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