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Reflections from our new Rector 
 

I am a creature of habit. I love the patterns of the day, the weekly rou-
tine, the predictability of each season. Some of the time, I also love the 
disruptions. They serve to keep life interesting and also make me appre-
ciate the routines all the more. 
 

As you can imagine, moving is hard for folks like me. Some of my most 
prized possessions that did not go onto the moving truck but were hand 
carried were my coffee maker, coffee and filters. When all else is chaotic, 
the regular pot of coffee in the morning is essential to my psychological 
and emotional well-being! 
 

Meanwhile I am working hard to re-establish the rhythms in a new place.  
What are the patterns of church life? The work week? How in the world 
do I adjust from a Thursday morning 7:00 a.m. service to a Wednesday 
morning 7:00 a.m. service? What path do I take to the nearest pizza? 
(Oh, the challenges of a mild-mannered priest). 
 

For many of us, September means a return to the daily rhythms of our 
lives. School, work, activities, meetings, meals, weekends — the relative-
ly unstructured time of summer is over. As is heard many times in our 
house around this time of the year, and quoting the immortal British 
R&B band Soul II Soul, it is “back to life, back to reality”. 
 

Given this confession, I suppose it makes a great deal of sense that I 
found my way to the Episcopal Church. Not only is our worship routine, 
we practically worship the routine. The church year is neatly divided and 
predictable. Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter and Pentecost roll 
around just as the seasons can be counted on to change. Even within our 
worship we can count on a certain pattern: Hymns, collect, readings, 
psalm, gospel, sermon, creed, prayers, peace, communion. I believe your 
wonderful interim, Gale, referred to a particular Eucharistic Prayer as 
“comfort food” — as indeed our liturgy should be, as well as it should 
offer a challenge and inspiration.  
 

As comforting as routines can be, they can also become “ruts”. Septem-
ber is a great time to re-examine our patterns and ask ourselves what is 
life-giving, and what is a grind. Perhaps something needs to be changed 
up, or given up, so that we can breath again, laugh again, love again. 
 

The change in leadership is also a good time for any organization, and 
churches among them, to explore the routines of our common life. Rest 
assured — as you may have heard, I am a creature of habit. I am not in-
terested in “change for change’s sake” and deeply value and appreciate 
the wisdom and the comfort of well-established routines. For example, 
some of you may be happy to hear, and others will be disappointed, that 

Continued on p. 2... 

 

SAVE THE DATE!  
 

Wednesday, October 29th 
at 7:00 p.m. 

for the  
Celebration of New Ministry 

as the Rev. Michael J. Hodges 
will be instituted as 
the 15th Rector of  

The Parish of Christ Church 

Please wear your Name Tag! 
To help our new rector and his family begin 
to learn our names, please wear your name 
tag into church each week and at coffee 
hour. If you don't have one, please sign up 
to have one made for you on the sign-up 
sheet on the bulletin board near the Parish 
Hall, or e-mail Charlene Hart at ca-
hart@partners.org. The name tag rack is 
located in the hallway outside the Parish 
Hall across from the kitchen.  

Register for Sunday School, 
Youth Groups, and Choirs  

 

Registration will take place on Sunday, 
September 7th after the 10 a.m. service.  
The first day of Sunday School and Youth 
Group classes will be Sunday, September 
14th. 

mailto:cahart@partners.org
mailto:cahart@partners.org
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I am not very familiar with the liturgy of the Church of South India, and I do 
not believe we will be using that in the coming year — however I am very 
glad you all could experience it and very much appreciate Gale’s ministry 
with you all. 
 

On the other hand, there may be some routines that have indeed become 
ruts — well-worn paths that may no longer be useful as we seek to follow 
Christ. I look forward to discovering those and, in conversation with you all 
and the leadership of Christ Church, exploring how God is calling us to 
change up our patterns. 
 

Wherever that may lead us, and however much that may at times feel like a 
disruption, be not anxious….a pot of coffee will always be on. 
 

With blessings, 
Michael + 
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Interested in Baptism? 
Baptisms are always celebrated in the 
context of our Sunday worship (10 a.m. 
service unless otherwise noted), on the 
principal feast days of the Christian 
year. The dates for the 2014-2015 pro-
gram year are: 
November 2, 2014 (All Saints' Sunday) 
January 11, 2015 (Feast of the Baptism 
of our Lord) 
April 4, 2015 (Easter Vigil at 8 p.m.) 
April 12, 2015 (Easter 2) 
May 24, 2015 (Day of Pentecost) 
If you are interested in baptism, please 
contact the Rector at least 5 weeks pri-
or to your preferred date so he can let 
you know about baptism preparation. 

Rector’s Column continued from p. 1. 

Get Your Fellowship On!  
(and get to know your new Rector!) 

 

Our hosts are in place, and everyone is invited to attend a course of a pro-
gressive dinner this fall and get a chance to meet our new rector and his 
wife, Michael and Laurie Hodges. This is a wonderful opportunity to gather 
in a home with 8-10 other members of our parish, get to know each other 
better and get to know Michael and Laurie too. Each course lasts just 1¼ 
hours, so it’s easy to fit into your schedule, and guests may contribute to 
the evening by bringing a dish or beverage if they wish.  
 

Here's how it works: Pick the date and time that works best for you and 
sign up - either by emailing Jayne Miller (Jaynewmiller@verizon.net) or in 
person at church on a poster in the Parish Hall.  Jayne will email you the 
name, address, and contact info for your host. These events are all about 
fellowship - low-key, no need to dress up. If you have any questions, Jayne 
will be at church the next several Sundays beginning at 9 a.m., or feel free 
to email her at the above address.   
 

Here’s the schedule: 
Appetizers 4:30 - 5:45 p.m. (dates available: 9/14, 9/21, 10/5) 
Heavy appetizers or Soup & Salad 6:00 - 7:15 p.m. (dates: 9/14, 9/21, 10/5, 
10/19) 
Dessert 7:30  - 8:45 p.m. (dates: 9/14, 9/21, 10/5)  

Interested in Confirmation? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Confirmation preparation for teenagers 
is offered on an every-other-year basis 
for teens who have either finished their 
J2A pilgrimage or who are at least in the 
10th grade.  The next confirmation class 
will take place during this 2014-2015 
program year. An informational meeting 
for parents and youth who are interest-
ed in being confirmed will be held on 
Sunday, October 5th at 11:30 a.m. in 
the Meeting Room.  A letter from the 
Rector about confirmation will be going 
out to parents of teens shortly, but the 
confirmation preparation consists of  
meetings roughly twice a month until 
mid-April. The confirmation itself will 
take place in May 2015 (date and loca-
tion to be determined).  

mailto:Jaynewmiller@verizon.net
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Go green at the parish Yard Sale! It’s a great opportunity to declutter, recycle — and snag a bargain — all for a good 
cause. It’s also a fun way to volunteer, and lots of help is needed during the drop-off day, at the sale, and most espe-
cially for the post-sale cleanup. With many hands making light work, cleanup takes under an hour and you’ll be amazed 
at the transformation of the Parish Hall. Especially appreciated are drivers who can show up at the end of the sale and 
transport a carload of unsold merchandise to the Goodwill collection point in North Andover. Here are the details: 

Drop off:  Friday, October 17, 9:00–7:00 
Sale:  Saturday, October 18, 8:00–1:00 
Cleanup:  Saturday, October 18, 1:00–2:00-ish 
Donations:  small furniture, clothing, household items, working appliances, toys, games, baby things 
  (We’re sorry but the Yard Sale can’t accept large metal items, TVs, computer equipment, or skis.) 
Volunteers: Just show up when you have a spare hour or two. 
Questions? Contact Sarah Buck at bsarah@comcast.net or anyone on the committee: Karen English, Beth Rufo, 

  Liz Toyota.  

Planet-Friendly Parish Yard Sale Is October 17 

Vestry Report 
The Wardens and the Vestry are delighted to be entering into a new era of Christ Church with Rev. Hodges at the helm 
of our ship. In fact, our August Vestry meeting was held on Michael’s first official day! Although it was by no means a 
typical meeting, there was much discussed!  
 

For those of you who may be new to the Episcopal Church, by now I’m sure you are wondering what in the world is a 
Vestry. And wardens?  …don’t they work in a jail??  The Vestry is the governing body of each Episcopal Church, and is 
typically made up of three new members every year who each serve for three years, for a total of nine members. In 
addition to these nine are the Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Treasurer, and Clerk, and of course, the Rector.  The 
Wardens serve as the leaders of the Vestry. Vestry members typically find it a very rewarding experience and one that 
helps to nurture their faith journey.  
 

As our new church program year starts, we have a busy fall ahead of us as we all get to 
know our new Rector and his family. The Rectory (the blue house to the right of the 
church, shown in this photo) is the Hodges’ new home. This summer the Property 
Committee was busy painting and preparing it for them. Although there remain just a 
few items on the “to do” list, we trust that Laurie, Michael, Sally, and Emma are 
getting used to their new home! Many, many thanks to all who played a part in the 
preparation of the Rectory, and especially to Michael Bates. 
 

The Vestry has a full agenda this fall, with one of our concerns being the Glebe House.  The Glebe House is the building 
to the right of the Rectory, on the corner of Central and Brook Streets, and it houses the church offices.  As an histori-

Continued on p. 7 
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Oktoberfest is less than a month away!  Join us on Saturday, September 
27th, 6-10 p.m. in the Parish Hall, for this fun German-themed dinner 
with Silent and Live Auction.  Oktoberfest was a really fun event last 
year! This is the only Vestry fundraiser for 2014 - please plan to support 
Christ Church by buying tickets, and by donating and bidding on items at 
the auction. Only 100 tickets are available (on sale Sept. 7, 14, 21), 
so pre-order them by contacting Helen Pickard at mapick-
ard1@verizon.net or 978-681-9915. If you have an item or service that 
you’d like to donate to the auction, please contact Liz Fortino at 978-682
-0196 or lizfortino@alum.mit.edu. We also need decorators and other 
volunteers to help with this fun event - contact Helen if you can help. 
Tickets will be on sale for $35 each during coffee hours Sept. 7-21 and at 
the Glebe House.  
 

Every year our auction includes a special appeal for an item on the 
parish’s needs list. This year we will be raising funds towards a new 
phone system.  The one we have was purchased second-hand many 
years ago and, as you may have experienced yourself, is difficult to use 
for both the staff and those who are calling. 
 

Here’s a sampling of the items available for bid: 
 

Food and drink:  Come ready with your list of special occasions!  We 
are offering Southern BBQ for 8 at the Whitlocks’, Chocolate Chip Cook-
ies by Doug Kuhlmann, Valentine's Day basket by Diane Hinzelman, Ver-
mont Maple Syrup, Sweet Mysteries delivered by the Women's Group, 
Gluten-free (or other dietary sensitive) treats by Christen Frothingham, 
four different wine baskets, two different beer baskets. 
 

Arts, Crafts and Collectibles:  Measure out the empty spots on your 
walls!  We have offerings of several framed prints and original artwork 
in different styles, Towle sterling silver bowl, Chess set, Handmade baby 
blanket, Framed cross-stitch of Corinthians 1:13. 
 

Sports and Entertainment:  Bring your calendar to take advantage of 
these events! Bruins hockey tickets, Dinner and a Show in Lowell for 
two, Friday afternoon BSO tickets, Golf outing for four at Indian Ridge. 
 

Services and Gift Certificates:  Your fellow parishioners are ready to 
help you solve a problem, find a gift or try something new!  Family pho-
tography session with Ed Pedi Photography, Overnight Babysitting by 
Kathleen Bates, Organ Lessons by Barbara Bruns, Airport Transportation 
for One by Iris Roskell, Discover Scuba experience for two, Wine Tasting 
by Shawsheen Village Liquors, Guided historical tour of Lawrence, Home 
computer services, Gift certificate to A Petite Retreat, Kittredge Candles 
gift certificate, Reserved Pew and Parking for Christmas and Easter. 
 

And MORE... Your donation will be gratefully accepted by September 
12th. Contact Liz Fortino at lizfortino@alum.mit.edu or 978-682-0196. 
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Blessing of the Animals 
 

“If you have men who will exclude any of 
God's creatures from the shelter of com-
passion and pity, you will have men who 
will deal likewise with their fellow men.” 
So said St. Francis of Assisi! On October 
5th, we will celebrate the feast day of St. 
Francis at the 10 a.m. Sunday service by 
blessing our animal friends (both pets and 
stuffed animals!). Please bring your 
(hopefully) well-behaved pet to the service 
and we will have blessings for creatures 
great and small AND those who love and  
care for them! Know someone outside the 
church who loves their pet and might want 
to take part? Please invite them to join us! 
ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Oktoberfest Menu 
 

Appetizers 
Warm Pretzels with Sweet Mustard, As-
sorted Cheeses, Crackers, Rye Crisps, Crud-
ités, Smoked Salmon, Pumpernickel 
Rounds 
 

Dinner 
Wiesn Hendl (Bavarian Roast Chicken), 
Assorted Grilled Wursts, Smoked sausage 
with Sauerkraut, Bratwurst with Caramel-
ized Onions, Knockwurst with Roasted Po-
tatoes, Bierwurst Braised in Dark Ale, 
Buttered Egg Noodles or Spaetzle, Carrots 
and Horseradish sauce, Cucumber salad, 
Warm Potato Salad (German with bacon), 
Pickled Beets, Pickled Herring, Hard Boiled 
Eggs, Green Salad, Fresh Rye bread and 
Pumpernickel 
 

Dessert 
Apple Pies, Black Forest Cupcakes 

mailto:mapickard1@verizon.net
mailto:mapickard1@verizon.net
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Special Music Events 
 

A Celebration of New Beginnings 
Saturday, October 4 at 3:00 p.m. 

A Gala Concert to Welcome the Rev. Michael Hodges, new Rector of 
Christ Church & The Rev. Dana Allen Walsh, new Pastor of South Church, 
and their families 
Barbara Bruns, Artistic Director  Reiko Okamoto, Organist 
Laura Weiss, Conductor   Anney Barrett, Soprano 
Marie Stultz, Stage Director & Conductor Marcus DeLoach, Baritone  

Program 
The Seven Goats by Engelbert Humperdinck 
(Children’s musical drama based on the Fairy Tale by The Brothers 
Grimm) 
Five Mystical Songs by Ralph Vaughan Williams 
Pastor, Lead Our Circle Dance by Carol Doran 
Favorite Anthems & Spirituals 

Sung by the combined youth and adult choirs of Christ Church, 
South Church, and The Young Opera Company of New England 

Suggested donation at the Door: $10; maximum $25 for families 
All proceeds will be donated to Neighbors in Need 
A Reception follows the Concert in the Parish Hall 

 

All Souls’ Requiem 
Sunday, November 9 at 6:00 p.m. 

Requiem by Maurice Duruflé 
John Russell, Conductor 
Barbara Bruns, Organist 
David Russell, Cello 
A full Service of Eucharist sung at Christ Church, Hamilton-Wenham by 
the combined parish choirs of Christ Church, Andover, and Christ 
Church, Hamilton-Wenham. 
(The Duruflé Requiem will be performed a second time at Christ 
Church, Andover on Sunday, March 1, 2015 at 5:00 p.m. as part of a 
choral evensong service sung in loving memory of Donald Teeters.) 
 

A Candlelight Service of Advent Lessons & Carols 
Sunday, November 30  

Organ Recital at 4:30 p.m. 
Carolyn Skelton and John Skelton, Organists 
Service at 5:00 p.m. 
Anthems sung by the St. Cecilia Choristers, Schola, and the Parish Choir 
 

Save the Date!  
 Saturday, January 10, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.  

Saturday Night at the Silent Movies 
Peter Pan with organ improvisation 
Peter Krasinski, Organist 

Choir Rehearsals Resume  
 

Parish Choir (Begins September 4) 
Rehearses Thursday evenings from 7:15-
9:45 p.m. and Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m.  
Open to adults and high school singers. 
 

Schola (Begins October 7) 
Rehearses Tuesday afternoons from 4:30-
5:30 p.m.  Open to young singers with un-
changed voices, grades 6-12.  Auditions re-
quired at 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 7th. 
 

St. Cecilia Choristers (Begins Sept. 11) 
Rehearses Thursday afternoons from 4:30-
5:30 p.m.  Open to girls and boys with un-
changed voices, grades 3-8. 
 

Angel Choir (Begins September 25) 
Rehearses Thursday afternoons from 4:00-
4:30 p.m. Open to boys & girls, grades K-2. 
 

Bell Choir (TBA) 
Contact Barbara Bruns if interested.  A mini-
mum of 8 ringers are needed to form a 
choir. 
 

For further information or to become in-
volved in the Music Ministry at Christ 
Church, please contact Barbara Bruns, Min-
ister of Music at Christ Church at 
bbruns@christchurchandover.org or call 
978-475-0529, Ext. 14. 

Do We Have Your E-mail Address? 
We prefer sending out our newsletters by e-
mail, as it saves on paper, ink, postage, and 
staff time.  If you are receiving this news-
letter by mail, and you have an e-mail ad-
dress, please let Mary Ann Lennon in the 
office know at 978-475-0529, ext. 17 or 
mlennon@christchurchandover.org. Thanks! 

It’s not too early to start 
thinking about Annual Giving! 

The kick-off date for our 2015 Annual Giving 
Campaign is Sunday, October 19th, and the 
“Ingathering” for your pledge is Sunday, No-
vember 16th. It’s not too early to begin to 
think about your commitment to Christ 
Church for 2015. You’ll be hearing more 
about this important campaign in October, 
so stay tuned! 

mailto:bbruns@christchurchandover.org
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SAVE THE DATE! 
 

Harvest of Hope ~ Esperanza Academy’s Annual Dinner & Auction 
Friday, October 24 at 6:00 p.m.  

at the Black Swan Country Club in Georgetown, MA 
Former parishioners Thomas & Nancy Maher will receive the Rosalyn 
Kempton Wood Award. The Keynote  Speaker is Jill Dougherty, Former 
CNN Anchor and Moscow Bureau Chief, currently Public Policy Scholar 
at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars in Washing-
ton, DC. (and Linda Borland’s sister!). Invitations will be mailed on 
September 15th.  After that date, you can register on Esperanza Acad-
emy’s website (www.esperanzaacademy.org). Individual tickets 
$125.  Table Sponsorships from $1,000 to $10,000 available.  Please 
contact Deborah Blicharz, Director of Development, at 978-686-4673 
x22 or Deborah.blicharz@esperanzaacademy.org for more infor-
mation. 

Newcomers Taste & See 
All Newcomers  

(those who’ve come  
in the past year) 

are invited to join us for an 
Informal Wine and Cheese 

Get-together on 
Sunday, October 26th 

5-6:30 p.m. in the Meeting Room 
Children are invited, too - 

we’ll have some food for them! 
Please drop in — we’d love the 

chance to get to know you better! 

Christ Church Collects School Supplies for  
Children in Lawrence 

Our goal is 20 packets of supplies. Simply purchase the following NEW 
items and bring them in one bag to the collection box in the Narthex 
by September 7th.  Each bag should include: Ruler, pens, pencils, 
sharpener, erasers, crayons, pencil/pen box or bag, folders, binder, (2) 
1-subject spiral notebooks, and calculator (backpack optional). The 
supplies will be placed in backpacks for children in Lawrence and dis-
tributed by Communities Together (the Diaper Drive People). 
 

Since 1947, Christ Church has been a member of Communities Togeth-
er (CT), formerly known as the Greater Lawrence Council of Church-
es.  One of the programs of the organization is Manos Felices - Happy 
Hands at Hancock Courts.  This successful After School/Summer pro-
gram for children age pre-k through grade 5, recognized by the Nation-
al Council of Churches and awarded The Making a Difference in Chris-
tian Ministry through Dave Edwards by Gordon Conwell, is a direct 
result of the contributions of supporting congregations like Christ 
Church Andover. It serves public school children in one of Lawrence's 
poorest housing projects, providing a structured opportunity for 
homework help and completion, independent reading, nutritious 
snacks, and social emotional learning. 
 

For many years, CT has distributed 60-75 backpacks to children served 
by the program and the general population of Hancock Courts, and the 
neighborhood public school through contributions from local organiza-
tions, such as Community Giving Tree, churches, and individuals. CT 
distributes backpacks and school supplies to children whose lives are 
most enriched through educational opportunities.   
 

As a fellow parishioner at Christ Church, I know our gifts for the care 
and education of young children is paramount to our identity in out-
reach.  I hope you will agree this urgent need meets our parish's gifts 
in such a way that Christ Church will commit to providing school sup-
plies for the children of Lawrence.  ~ Helen Pickard 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
 

On Sunday, September 7th, we’ll bless your 
children’s backpacks. Students of all ages can 
bring their own backpacks to the 10 a.m. wor-
ship service to receive a special blessing as 
the school year begins. We also have the op-
portunity to think of those children who are 
in need of school supplies to 
begin their new year. Please 
bring in donations (see list in 
left column) by Sept. 
7th. Children can bring their 
backpacks up to be blessed 
during the Children’s Sermon that Rev. Hodg-
es will give during the 10:00 service.  

Bible Challenge starting back up  
Our group has been reading parts of the Bible 
daily for over 200 days. We will restart discus-
sions for those who are interested on Sunday, 
September 14th at 9:00 and 11:30 a.m. in 
the Parlor. In the meantime, we are continu-
ing our online discussions. If you have any 
questions, please contact Carolyn Hughes 
Cuozzo at carolynhughes523@gmail.com. 

Parent Orientation & Ciderfest 
On Sunday, September 18th, we’ll have an 
orientation for parents/guardians of church 
school students in the church right after the 
10:00 service (kids can come, too). Then we’ll 
move to the Parish Hall and playground, if it’s 
not raining, for cider and doughnuts! 

http://www.esperanzaacademy.org/
mailto:Deborah.blicharz@esperanzaacademy.org
mailto:carolynhughes523@gmail.com
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Women’s Group Fall Meetings 
The Woman's Group will resume monthly meetings in the very near fu-
ture.  Just to confuse you we have chosen dates that are not consistently 
"the first" or "the second"  week of the month.  We are meeting at the 
date that best works, so please be careful to check the date each month 
or better yet just put us in your calendar now.  All meetings are in the 
Meeting Room from 7:30 - 9:00 p.m. unless otherwise noted. 
 

We will kick off the year on Monday, Sept. 8th with a "What I did on my 
summer vacation" discussion.  This is a great opportunity to get to know 
what is special in the lives of old and new friends alike.  
Tuesday, September 30th, we will have an Evening with the Rector (I 
can't wait).   
Monday, November 3rd, we will bring our favorite poems or written 
passages to share with each other.   
Monday, December 1st, we will keep with tradition and bake Christmas 
cookies in the kitchen for Bread & Roses. (So yummy and fun!) 
 

In the new year we plan to have a Jesus Night led by Louise Valleau, a 
Book Review, and get a good insider’s view of the organ with our favorite 
organist, plus other activities.  Your suggestions are welcome.  Your pres-
ence is requested. 
 

Come on Ladies! Join us! Questions? Need a Ride? Contact MartiJohn-
son@comcast.net or 978-276-5664. 

cally old house, it is a gem, but it is also in 
very poor repair inside.  The carpet was last 
replaced 33 years ago, the copy machines 
are archaic, and in short, it’s not a great 
work environment for our staff.  We have 
started to explore ways to improve this 
space, so stay tuned!  
 

We have had a financial audit done on our 
books and expect to see that report some-
time in the next month. 
 

Please join in and take part in all that Christ 
Church has to offer this fall! Vestry mem-
bers all have pink nametags, so if you see a 
pink nametag belonging to someone you 
don’t know, please say hello! Vestry mem-
bers try hard to circulate at each coffee 
hour and church events. Christ Church 
strives to be  a wonderfully welcoming 
community; please do your part!  
 

~ Alison Novello, Interim Senior Warden 

Glebe House Office Hours 
  

 Monday Closed 
 Tuesday 9 a.m.—1 p.m. 
 Wednesday  9 a.m.—1 p.m. 
 Thursday 9 a.m.—1 p.m. 
 Friday  9 a.m.—12 noon 
These are the hours when someone can 
answer the phone and greet visitors at the 
door. We are often there later in the day, 
however, so please make prior arrange-
ments with staff members if you need to 
come at other times. The phone number 
for the Glebe House is 978-475-0529  
(extension numbers and e-mail addresses 
for our staff members are on the last page 
of this newsletter). 

Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner? 
Not to be confused with the Progressive Dinners to get to know Michael 
and Laurie Hodges, the Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner group is re-
starting for the 6th year. We have approximately 75 members and would 
love to have more, so please consider joining us. Everyone is welcome to 
be a part of this fun group. The more members we have, the more we 
are able to forge stronger 
relationships within the 
church. We get together for 
three dinner parties a year at 
the homes of individual pa-
rishioners in groups from 6 
to 10. The host provides the 
main course, and the guests 
bring the rest of the meal.  
It’s a wonderful way to get to make new friends and get to know others 
better.  In addition, we have a full group holiday party which is very well 
attended and an opportunity for all members to enjoy a holiday feast of 
hors d’oeuvres and desserts. 
 

The dates for the dinner parties are:  October 18, January 24, and March 
21.  The Christmas party this year will be on December 6 at the home of 
Rosalyn Wood.  Please mark your calendar for all of these dates.  
 

If you are not a member but are interested in joining or would like more 
information, please contact Carol Reid at carolreid@comcast.net. 

Vestry Report continued from p. 3 
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Christ Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Michael Hodges, Rector 
mhodges@christchurchandover.org; ext. 11 

 

Barbara A. Bruns, Minister of Music 
bbruns@christchurchandover.org; ext. 14 

 

Mary Ann Lennon, Director of Communications 
mlennon@christchurchandover.org; ext. 17 

 

Maria L. Chan, Business Manager 
mchan@christchurchandover.org; ext. 16 

 

Christy Harvey, Director of Christ Church Children’s Center 
charvey@christchurchandover.org 

 

Beth Barnard, Head Manager at Thrift Shop 
andoverthriftshop@comcast.net 

 

New England Service Tech & Maintenance, Sextons 
nestm01880@gmail.com 

 

Soprano Soloist & Section Leader 
Anney Barrett 

 

Bass Soloist & Section Leader 
Gary Wood 

 

Matt Tringali & Emily McDowell, Sunday Sextons 
 

Catherine Rosen, Head Verger 
 

Parish Office (Glebe House)                            978-475-0529 
Andover Thrift Shop                                         978-475-0957 
Christ Church Children’s Center                     978-475-4037 
 

Mailing Address: 25 Central Street, Andover, MA 01810 

Dates to Remember 
 

Sunday, September 7 
Registration for Sunday School & Youth Groups 

Sunday, September 14 
First day of Sunday School & Youth Groups 

 

Saturday, September 27, 6-10 p.m. 
Christ Church Oktoberfest and Auction 

 

Sunday, September 28 
Church School Parent Orientation and Ciderfest 

 

Saturday, October 4, at 3:00 p.m. 
“A Celebration of New Beginnings” Gala Concert 

 

Sunday, October 5, 10:00 a.m. service 
Blessing of the Animals 

 

Saturday, October 18, 8 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Parish Yard Sale 

 

 Sunday, October 26, 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. 
Taste & See for Newcomers 

 

Wednesday, October 29, 7:00 p.m. 
Institution of Rev. Michael Hodges as our 15th Rector 

 

Sunday, November 2, 10:00 a.m. 
All Saints Sunday & Baptisms 

 

Sunday, November 9, 6:00 p.m. 
All Souls’ Requiem at Christ Church, Hamilton-Wenham 

 

Sunday, November 30 
Organ Recital, 4:30 p.m., Advent Lessons & Carols, 5 p.m. 

The Parish of Christ Church                                                       www.christchurchandover.org 

“Focus” Sundays in September 
 

Come to church these Sundays to find out more about all the wonderful groups at Christ Church, and how you can 
get involved!  Representatives from most of these groups will be available to talk with you during Coffee Hours in 
the Parish Hall. Look for the folks with the “Ask Me About …..” signs around their necks! 

 

September 7th — Focus on Youth and Worship Ministries — Sunday School & Youth Groups Registration, Registration 
for Choirs (Schola, St. Cecilia Choristers, Angel Choir, and Bell Choir), Acolytes, Ushers, Altar Guild, Flower Guild 
 

September 14th—Focus on Outreach Ministries — Local and Global:  Esperanza Academy, Bread and Roses, Habitat for 
Humanity, Andover Thrift Shop, Neighbors in Need, Merrimack Valley Project, Christ Church Mission in Haiti, Roofs for 
Rwanda, United Thank Offering 
 

September 21st—Focus on Caring & Sharing and Pastoral Ministries — Women’s Group, Men’s Ministry, Coffee Hour 
Ministry, Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner group, Yard Sale Committee, Newcomers Committee, Fellowship & Hospitali-
ty, Lay Pastoral Care team, Knitting Ministry, Intercessory Prayer Team 

Everyone is Welcome at God’s Table ~ Christ Church Andover  
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