
The Prophet 

Fall Pentecost 2015 

The Newsletter of the Parish of Christ Church 

Reflections from the Rector 
 

“Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us.” 
       Book of Common Prayer, p. 472 
Dear friends, 
 

My family and I have enjoyed a wonderful summer and I am very appre-
ciative of the love and support many of you expressed as we took some 
time away, reconnected with family, and enjoyed our home in Maine. I 
hope that the summer has also been wonderful for you and your family. 
Having said that, I also know that many of you have had difficult and try-
ing circumstances this summer and my thoughts and prayers have been 
with each one of you. I look forward to re-connecting as we head into 
September. 
 

Being away from the Rectory, the parish and the community of Andover 
for four weeks (one of which was time serving as a chaplain at our dioce-
san camp), I came back to a familiar feeling -- the feeling of seeing things 
in new ways. Sometimes it is as simple and silly as realizing that my 
dresser drawers need to be re-organized. Sometimes it is seeing a room 
that can be re-arranged a little better, or that the basement needs to be 
tidied. Sometimes I have had time to reflect on aspects of parish life that 
need more attention, or something that has not quite felt right and I 
have some ideas on what to try differently. Whatever the specifics, the 
time away allows me to return with a fresh set of eyes. 
 

Whether we are returning from time away, or simply have had a differ-
ent routine in the summer, we are constantly in need of these new eyes 
– to have our eyes opened. The gospel accounts are full of references to 
Jesus opening the eyes of the blind, both literally and figuratively. We 
can become so absorbed in our own lives that we lose sight of what God 
is doing in our parish, in our community and indeed in our very lives. Yet 
God’s hand is truly at work in the world about us and in our parish. This 
newsletter contains many accounts of what God is up to in our parish. 
 

I am particularly excited to welcome Kristin Everett to our staff. Kristin 
serves as our Director of Children’s Ministries, and already she has 
brought a new set of eyes as she learns about the ways we are forming 
our young people in the Christian Faith. 
 

While it doesn’t seem very glamorous I am also excited about the work 
of a group that is looking at our capital needs. While this may seem to be 
a thankless task and one that might only result in an overwhelming list of 
needs set against too few resources, I don’t see it that way with my new 
eyes. I believe God has done some amazing things with the buildings and 
the land we have been given, and I believe God is up to something and 
will continue to work through the gift of our physical property. It is our 
time to be stewards of those gifts to ensure that this work of God in the 
world about us continues. 

Continued on p. 2... 

 

Don’t miss these fun events 
to kick off our new 

program year together! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Sundae Sunday” - September 13th - Join 
us for the Blessing of the Backpacks and a 
“child-friendly” sermon, followed by Regis-
tration for Church School, Youth Groups, 
and all choirs, and ice cream sundaes after 
church! 
 

Sunday, September 20th - First day of 
Church School and Youth Groups. Coffee 
hour will be held at the Rectory (the blue 
house next to the church)! 

Please wear your Name Tag! 
Fall is a great time to start wearing your 
name tag! Please wear your name tag into 
church each week and at coffee hour. If you 
don't have one, please sign up to have one 
made for you on the sign-up sheet on the 
bulletin board near the Parish Hall, or e-
mail Charlene Hart at cahart@partners.org. 
The name tag rack is located in the hallway 
outside the Parish Hall across from the 
kitchen.  

mailto:cahart@partners.org
mailto:cahart@partners.org
mailto:cahart@partners.org


 

While I could go on and on, I will close by saying how excited I am about the 
many ways we reach out to the world in love – through the specific out-
reach ministries of the parish, but also through each one of you who have 
been called to be Christ’s body in the world. We have so many parishioners 
who do such wonderful ministry, day in and day out, in ways that some-
times go unnoticed – unless we have eyes to see. 
 

What a gift it is to be starting my second year as your Rector and together 
asking God to open our eyes so that we might see what God is up to. 
 

Blessings, 
Michael 
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Interested in Baptism? 
Baptisms are always celebrated in the context of our Sunday worship (10 
a.m. service unless otherwise noted), mostly on the principal feast days of 
the Christian year. The dates for the 2015-16 program year are: 

November 1, 2015 (All Saints' Sunday) 
December 6, 2015 
January 10, 2016 (Feast of the Baptism of our Lord) 
March 26, 2016 (Easter Vigil at 8 p.m.) 
April 17, 2016 
May 15, 2016 (Day of Pentecost) 

If you are interested in baptism, please contact the Rector at least 5 weeks 
prior to your preferred date so he can let you know about baptism prepara-
tion. 

Rector’s Column continued from p. 1. 

Andover Thrift Shop  
 

Do you know someone new to town, wishing to meet new friends and join 
a worthwhile community service? Introduce them to the Thrift Shop! Or are 
you a Mom with children heading off to school who now has a few hours of 
time?  Come visit the Thrift Shop! One 3-hour shift per week can make all 
the difference in the world, to us and to the volunteer.  Mornings from 
10:00-1:00 or afternoons 1:00-4:00 are available. 
 

There are four ‘different’ types of work depending on your interest and 
ability.  Working the front - making sales and stocking the store - requires 
some mobility.   We do have a task that is done seated behind the counter 

tallying the sales.  Security - requires the ability to tackle 
the stairs several times each shift, and keep a presence in 
and around our customers.  Take-in - is only a few days 
each month, but requires lifting and carrying boxes down 

to the storage room.  Finally, tagging is done by a two-member team seated 
in the back room.  One member of each team needs to be comfortable with 
computer input while the other member attaches price tags to the 
item.  We’ll match your ability and interest to the openings in our volunteer 
schedule.  Men and women are always welcome at the Thrift Shop.  Please 
contact Managers Beth Barnard at barnardbethj@gmail.com or Melissa 
Blanch at blanches5@verizon.net or info@andoverthriftshop.com or call 
978-475-0957 to find out more. Better still, stop in at the shop at 10 Park St. 
in Andover for a visit! Our hours are Monday-Friday 10 AM to 4 PM, and 
the first 3 Saturdays of the month 10 AM to 2 PM.  “Like” us on Facebook!! 

Crafts in the Park – More than 
a Fundraiser! 

 

On May 7, 2016, the Saturday before 
Mother’s Day, Christ Church will again 
host Andover’s Crafts in The Park, a 
popular community-wide event that 
began in 1975. Our juried crafts fair 
brings a few thousand visitors to the 
downtown each year. 
 

2015 was our third and most successful 
year to date. We hosted 185 craft and 
food vendors on a spectacular spring 
day (thank you Michael Hodges!). More 
than 60 volunteers of all ages, attired in 
bright red Crafts in the Park t-shirts, 
helped crafters check in, find their loca-
tions, served them coffee and donuts, 
answered questions for visitors, sold 
geraniums, and kept The Park clean. 
The event raised $17,500 for the 
church, our best result yet! 
 

Crafts in the Park is more than just an-
other fundraiser. It is an opportunity for 
the Christ Church community to come 
together to volunteer a few hours of 
work for our church and for the enjoy-
ment of greater Andover community.  
As a result, we all have a unique oppor-
tunity to spend a day in The Park with 
family and friends having fun appreci-
ating the variety of fine crafts, listening 
to music by the Mill City Jazz Band, de-
lighting in a tasty lunch, a cold lemon-
ade, a gelato or other yummy treat. 
 

The Crafts in the Park Committee needs 
your help to insure this wonderful tradi-
tion will continue to thrive. Look for our 
news releases in the eProphet through-
out the year and, please, sign up to vol-
unteer and bring your whole family! 
You’ll have a great time doing it. 
 

~ Karen Herman, Event Coordinator 

mailto:barnardbethj@gmail.com
mailto:blanches5@verizon.net
mailto:andoverthriftshop.com
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Notes from the Treasurer 
 

As always, we depend on your generous financial support to meet the needs of our ministry and outreach. 
 

We are on track to have a balanced budget this year.  As always, some things are better than budget and others are 
worse than budget, but overall we are living within our means.  Although we have less income from pledging this year, 
we have more than was anticipated from other gifts.  Also, the Christ Church Children’s Center provided additional 
funds for the church this year, and a very successful Crafts in the Park fundraiser raised more than we anticipated.  Our 
new Sexton, Susan May, has been able to cut back on our use of NESTM for cleaning services.  We will spend less than 
we budgeted for salaries and benefits primarily because the positions were filled a bit later than we anticipated, but 
also because we hired the Director of Children’s Ministry as a part-time position instead of a full-time position as budg-
eted.  Snow and Ice removal were expensive this last winter, and we have a number of larger maintenance items that 
we are still trying to complete this fall.  We have several months left in this budget year, but we are in a good financial 
position for a balanced budget.  
 

On the financial systems and processes front, we have made significant progress in consolidation and efficiency im-
provements. We hired Cristen Mugford as our Director of Finance this spring to unify our bookkeeping. Her exten-
sive experience with ACS (our new accounting software) is enabling us to move from multiple accounting systems to 
one accounting system more quickly than we had anticipated.  In August we moved to ACS for the Church and the Chil-
dren’s Center. This fall, we will transition the Thrift Shop, Park Street, and Cemetery to the new system.  We are still 
getting familiar with the new reports, but I already feel that the new system provides a clearer view of our finances.  
While implementing the new system, we are also consolidating and simplifying some of our processes such as consoli-
dating two databases of parishioners and income sources into one, which should require less time and effort to main-
tain than in the recent past.  Your mid-year statement of contributions was prepared from our new system, and this fall 
we are now able to offer parishioners online access to a parish directory and the ability to see their own pledge and 
contribution details. We are very excited about the progress we are making and the opportunities still to be explored. 
 

If you are at all interested in helping with the finances of the church as its Treasurer, this fall will be an excellent time to 
get involved. We will be continuing to develop our new accounting system, reviewing and improving processes, and 
helping the Vestry plan the budget for next year.  It is an excellent time to help shape our financial infrastructure and 
ministry with Michael Hodges.  Why not get on board now and be part of this new and improved financial world? You 
can make a difference. 
 

Thank you again for all of your financial and other support for Christ Church. 
 

~ Allen Townsend, Treasurer                                                   

Senior Warden’s Report 
 

It’s hard for me to believe that it’s only been a year since Michael Hodges and his wonderful family moved into the 
Rectory and took the helm of our Christ Church ship!  The impact of his ministry here is already quite apparent, and I 
am still delighted with the work done by the Search Committee.  The new staff includes Susan May, our sexton, Cristen 
Mugford, our Director of Finance, and Kristin Everett, our Director of Children’s Ministries, who are all busy in their 
new positions.  We are thrilled to have each of them here. If you haven’t already met them, you’re sure to soon! In 
addition, Jim Dodson has returned as the Associate for Pastoral Care and for the month of August covered the services 
while Michael enjoyed his well-deserved vacation.   
 

The Capital Needs Task Force, commissioned in June, has been busy meeting throughout the summer. This committee 
includes Jay Donovan, Peter Miller, Matt Lennon, Rosalyn Wood, Jackie Salvesen, Tom Childs, and Michael Bates. The 
intent of this report to the Vestry is to incorporate what we learned prior to our last capital campaign, the current list 
of needs by the property committee, and a current review into a documented 5-year capital needs maintenance plan. 
The scope includes the condition of all of our building systems and property – including electrical, plumbing, HVAC, the 
structure itself, paved routes, driveways, paths, and points of egress within the Christ Church right of way.  The report 
must account for ADA compliance, the integrity of systems over time, and energy efficiency measures taken and pro-
posed. Major repairs will be identified with a time frame that they need to be done as well as a draft budget. We antic-

Continued on p. 7 



New Online Directory 
Very shortly, church members whose e-
mail addresses we have in our database 
will receive an e-mail with a link to our 
new online directory, which will give you 
the most up-to-date info! If you need help 
with log-in, please contact Mary Ann Len-
non in the office at 978-475-0529 or 
mlennon@christchurchandover.org. 

 

Celebrate the Harvest  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Fall Fundraiser is coming up fast!  On Saturday, October 3rd, 6-10 
pm, we will Celebrate the Harvest with a menu of fresh, local food by 
Chef Dana Wilson.  Here is the bounty we will be enjoying: 
 

Appetizers 
Smoked Bluefish Paté, Cape Ann 

Pumpkin Risotto Cakes/Red Pepper Aioli, Dana’s garden 
Vegetarian Grapeleaves, Cedars Foods/Haverhill 
Roasted Tomato/Lobster Bisque “Shots”, Ipswich 

Dinner 
Roast Pork Loin (Organic), Spring Dell Farm, Littleton 

Peach/Cherry Sauce with Cognac, Carlson Orchard, Harvard 
Haddock/Scallop Bake, Yankee Fisherman’s Co-op, Seabrook 

Bread, Jessica’s Brick Oven, North Andover 
Corn Pudding, Peter’s Farm, Salem 

Roasted Butternut, Turnips, Parsnip and Brussel Sprouts,  
Esperanza garden, Boxford 

Rosemary Roasted Potatoes, Peter’s Farm, Salem 
Dessert 

Apple/Pear Crisp, Smolak’s, North Andover 
French Vanilla Ice Cream, Richardson’s, Middleton 

 

As usual, the evening will also include silent and live auction items gen-
erously donated by parishioners and local businesses.  There may even 
be a little dancing, so get out your plaid and denim, wear your dancing 
boots, and let’s celebrate, country style!   
 

This is the final fundraiser for 2015 - please plan to support Christ 
Church by buying tickets, and by donating and bidding on items at the 
auction. Only 100 tickets are available. Tickets will be on sale for $35 
each during coffee hours on Sundays, Sept. 13-27, Wed-Fri 9-1 at the 
Glebe House, or you may pre-order them by contacting Helen Pickard at 
mapickard1@verizon.net or 978-681-9915. If you have an item or ser-
vice that you’d like to donate to the auction, please contact Liz Fortino 
at 978-682-0196 or lizfortino@alum.mit.edu. Your donation will be 
gratefully accepted through September 18th. We also need decorators 
and other volunteers to help with the event - contact Liz if you can help.  
The Oktoberfest auction was a lot of fun last year, and we expect this 
year’s event to be even better – please plan to join us! 
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Blessing of the Animals 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“If you have men who will exclude any of 
God's creatures from the shelter of com-
passion and pity, you will have men who 
will deal likewise with their fellow men.” 
So said St. Francis of Assisi! On October 
4th, we will celebrate the feast day of St. 
Francis at the 10 a.m. Sunday service by 
blessing our animal friends (both pets and 
stuffed animals!). Please bring your 
(hopefully) well-behaved pet to the service 
and we will have blessings for creatures 
great and small AND those who love and  
care for them! Know someone outside the 
church who loves their pet and might want 
to take part? Please invite them to join us! 

Glebe House Office Hours 
Mon.    Closed 
Tues.    9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Wed.    9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Thurs.  9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Fri.        9 a.m. - 12 noon 
These are the hours when someone can 
answer the phone and greet visitors at the 
door. We are often there later in the day, 
however, so please make prior arrange-
ments with staff members if you need to 
come at other times. The phone number 
for the Glebe House is 978-475-0529  
(extension numbers and e-mail addresses 
for our staff members are on the last page 
of this newsletter). 

mailto:mlennon@christchurchandover.org
mailto:mapickard1@verizon.net
mailto:lizfortino@alum.mit.edu
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Special Music Events - Fall 2015 
 

Sunday, September 27 
Organ Recital at 4:30 p.m., John Russell, Organist 

Choral Evensong at 5:00 p.m. 
Celebrating St. Michael and All Angels’ Day 
Noble’s Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis in B Minor 
Bullock’s Christ, the fair glory of the Holy Angels 

Choirs of Christ Church, Andover & St. Michael’s Church, Marblehead 
Douglas Major, Conductor 

Barbara Bruns, Organist 
 

Sunday, November 1 
All Souls Service in Hamilton-Wenham at 6:00 p.m. 

Combined choirs of Christ Church, Andover and  
Christ Church, Hamilton-Wenham 

Gabriel Fauré’s Requiem 

John Russell, Conductor 

Barbara Bruns, Organist  
 

Sunday, November 8 
Hymn Society Festival at 4:00 p.m. 

“From Mayflower to Marathon” - 400 years of Boston-based Psalms, Hymns & 
Patriotic Songs - Sponsored by The Hymn Society in the  

United States & Canada and The American Guild of Organists 
 

Sunday, November 29 
A Candlelight Service of Advent Lessons & Carols at 5:00 p.m. 

Anthems sung by the St. Cecilia Choristers, Schola, and the Parish Choir 
 

Save the Date!  
 Sunday, January 31, 2016 (time TBD) 

Concert by Convivium Musicum 
Michael Barrett, Conductor 

Choir Rehearsals Resume  
 

Parish Choir (Begins September 10) 
Rehearses Thursday evenings from 7:30-9:00 
p.m. and Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m.  
Open to adults and high school singers. 
 

Schola (Begins October 6) 
Rehearses Tuesday afternoons from 4:30-
5:30 p.m.  Open to young singers with un-
changed voices, grades 6-12.  Auditions re-
quired at 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 6th. 
 

St. Cecilia Choristers (Begins Sept. 17) 
Rehearses Thursday afternoons from 4:30-
5:30 p.m.  Open to girls and boys with un-
changed voices, grades 3-8. 
 

Angel Choir (Begins September 24) 
Rehearses Thursday afternoons from 4:00-
4:45 p.m. Open to boys & girls, grades K-2. 
 

Bell Choir (TBA) 
Contact Barbara Bruns if interested.  A mini-
mum of 8 ringers is needed to form a choir. 
 

For further information or to become in-
volved in the Music Ministry at Christ 
Church, please contact Barbara Bruns, Minis-
ter of Music at Christ Church at 
bbruns@christchurchandover.org or call 978
-475-0529, Ext. 14. 

It’s not too early to start thinking 
about Annual Giving! 

The kick-off date for our 2016 Annual Giving 
Campaign is Sunday, October 18th, and the 
“Ingathering” for your pledge is Sunday, No-
vember 22nd. It’s not too early to begin to 
think about your commitment to Christ 
Church for 2016. You’ll be hearing more 
about this important campaign in October, 
so stay tuned! 

Interested in serving as Acolyte? 

We welcome and encourage youth in grades 
4-12 to join our group of dedicated acolytes. 
Serving at the altar during the 
10:00 service on Sundays is a 
great way to learn more 
about our worship traditions 
as well as connect with other 
youth! Contact Lucy Hamilton 
at acolytes@christchurchandover.org for 
more information. 

Hearing Assist Technology Update 
 

As we move forward with hearing assist technology, parishioners with 
hearing devices need to seek service from their audiologists to set up t-
coils on their hearing devices in order to take advantage of a Hearing 
Loop System. The Hearing Loop System does not require individual 
headsets.  Sound feeds directly from microphones into each individual's 
hearing devices when the wearer selects the t-coil setting. Headsets will 
be available to those without hearing devices or without t-coil 
settings. An instruction card that parishioners can take with them to 
their audiologists is available by clicking here or by contacting Helen 
Pickard. If you have questions or concerns, please direct them to Helen 
at 978-681-9915 or mapickard1@verizon.net. 

mailto:bbruns@christchurchandover.org
mailto:acolytes@christchurchandover.org
http://files.ctctcdn.com/1230e5a9101/4a9c329d-b90a-4a52-a8cc-649cbea88b2c.pdf
mailto:mapickard1@verizon.net
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Men’s Fellowship 
 

Attention Men of Christ Church Andover!  We are pleased to an-
nounce that the Christ Church Men’s Fellowship has been restarted 
and has been regularly meeting throughout the year. The sole purpose 
of this group is to encourage fellowship and build community for the 
men of Christ Church. Monthly meetings will occur on the 4th 
Wednesday of every month, unless otherwise announced.  Locations 
for the meeting will vary and will include: the Rectory, individu-
al parishioner's homes, and restaurants.  If you are interested in join-
ing us, getting your name on the email list,  or simply learning more 
about the meetings, please email Andy Whitlock 
(awhitlock@oraclinical.com) or Jon Vacik (jon.vacik@gmail.com).  We 
hope to see everyone there. 

Newcomers Taste & See 
All Newcomers (those who’ve come 
in the past year) are invited to join 

us for an 
Informal Wine and Cheese 

Get-together on 
Sunday, October 25th 

5-6:30 p.m. in the Rectory 
(blue house to the right of church) 

Children are invited, too - 
we’ll have some food for them! 
Please drop in — we’d love the 

chance to get to know you better! 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
On Sunday, September 13th, we’ll once again 
bless your children’s backpacks. Students of 
all ages can bring their own backpacks to the 
10 a.m. worship service to receive a special 
blessing as the school year be-
gins. Children can bring their 
backpacks up to be blessed during 
the Children’s Sermon that Rev. 
Hodges will give during the 10:00 service.  

Register for Sunday School, 
Youth Groups, and Choirs  

Registration will take place on Sunday, Sep-
tember 13th after the 10 a.m. service.  The 
first day of Sunday School and Youth Group 
classes will be Sunday, September 20th. 
 

Please click to download a registration form 
to print out. Click to register your child 
online.  And click for this year’s church 
school calendar.  The Children’s Ministry 
brochure will be available at registration 
and in the back of the church. If you have 
any questions, contact Kristin Everett. 

Parent Orientation & Ciderfest 
On Sunday, September 27th, we’ll have an 
orientation for parents/guardians of church 
school students in the church right after the 
10:00 service (kids can come, too). Then we’ll 
move to the Parish Hall and playground, if it’s 
not raining, for cider and doughnuts! 

From our New Director of Children’s Ministries 
 

I am extremely excited to be supporting the church school this year as 
the new Director of Children’s Ministries. This summer has been a 
great time to meet members of the congregation and participate in 
the rhythms of the midweek and Sunday services. 
 

I was thrilled to spend a week in Vermont this month receiving training 
in Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, and I am very 
excited to continue and further develop this pro-
gram here at Christ Church. Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd is a children’s program that Maria Mon-
tessori conceived and Sofia Cavalletti developed to 
invite children to listen to God and meditate on his 
love. Each week the children are presented with a 
parable or historical event from scripture and given 

materials and activities to help them process that particular glimpse of 
God.  
 

The children gather and work in rooms called atria. In the classical 
world, the entryway to a house was called an atrium, and Maria Mon-
tessori understood that these rooms would serve as the children’s en-
tryway into the life of the church. I am greatly looking forward to 
setting up and supporting 5 atria this year to foster the religious life of 
the children of Christ Church. 
 

Looking ahead to September, we have some very exciting events com-
ing up to help us celebrate the commencement of this new church 
school year. Sundae Sunday on 9/13 will kick-off the new program year 
as Reverend Hodges blesses the backpacks during the 10:00 service. 
Please join us after the service for ice-cream sundaes and church 
school registration. Our first Sunday of church school will be on 9/20, 
and then on 9/27 we will celebrate again with Ciderfest! Please join us 
for cider and doughnuts on the playground after the 10:00 service. 
 

I look forward to meeting and getting to know you all in the coming 
weeks. Please join us as we eagerly seek to enjoy God’s presence and 
blessing with the children of Christ Church this year. 
 

~ Kristin Everett 

mailto:awhitlock@oraclinical.com
mailto:jon.vacik@gmail.com
http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/2145/20152016ChurchSchoolYouthGroupRegistrationForm.pdf
http://www.christchurchandover.org/form16514.htm
http://www.christchurchandover.org/form16514.htm
http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/2145/FinalizedChurchSchoolCalendar201520167215.pdf
http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/2145/FinalizedChurchSchoolCalendar201520167215.pdf
mailto:keverett@christchurchandover.org
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Women’s Group Fall Happenings 
 

The Women of Christ Church have an exciting calendar scheduled for the 
upcoming months. We will start off our program year hosting a guest 
from the Muslim community to speak about their faith and beliefs.  
Sponsored by the Woman’s Group, this will be open to the entire con-
gregation. We hope to firm up a date in October (10/19) - watch the 
weekly Prophets for specifics on this educational and enjoyable evening. 
 

Next up on the agenda: 
 

Virginia McLeod is planning a discussion on The Future of Christianity 
and Episcopalians in the 21st Century.  Tentative date November 16. 
 

Marti Johnson would like to welcome you to a holiday gathering at her 
home in North Reading on December 14th.   
 

Hints of future plans: Spiritually reflective discussions on sermons by 
Fleming Rutledge, a book discussion, a social tea, a visit to a museum or 
Monastery, and more.   
 

We hope you will join us.  Watch the weekly news for dates and times.  
Questions?  Contact MartiJohnson@comcast.net or 978-276-5664. 

ipate having this report by October, and 
this will become a blueprint for addressing 
our many capital needs in logical manner.  
 

Over the summer there have been some 
changes in the Education wing – Rooms 
109 (formerly a dedicated Atrium room) 
and Rooms 103-104-105 (formerly dedicat-
ed Children’s Center rooms), have been 
switched. This gives the Children’s Center a 
much better layout for their classrooms 
and, with the removal of one of the walls in 
the 103-104-105 rooms, not only creates a 
wonderful, sunny Atrium space for our 
Sunday School, but better uses that area on 
a Sunday morning. Stop by to see the new 
space – underneath the Parlor.  Go down 
the stairs to the left of the red doors into 
the Parish Hall and take a look at the two 
youth rooms and the new atrium space. 
You’ll be surprised how terrific that former 
dungeon area looks!    
 

In our cemetery, the section that is the 
garth is being renovated. It has been in 
poor repair for years, and these improve-
ments will greatly enhance this lovely 
space. A bench will be added as well in 
memory of the donor. 
 

We continue to pursue the viability of a 
system for hearing-impaired folks.  We are 
currently looking at the hearing loop sys-
tem which has been used for many years 
throughout churches in Europe, although it 
is not commonly found in churches in the 
US. How wonderful it will be for Christ 
Church to be able to offer this! We have 
applied to the Diocese for a grant to par-
tially cover this, and the remaining cost will 
be covered by the final monies from Renew 
and Rejoice. 
 

Our upcoming Fall Fundraiser will be held 
on Saturday, October 3rd from 6-10pm. The 
theme this year is ‘Celebrating the Harvest’ 
and will feature locally sourced food.  Tick-
ets will be $35 each and will be on sale 
Sunday mornings in September. See the 
weekly eProphet for more information.  
 

~ Alison Novello, Senior Warden 

Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our 2015-16 season of informal dinners will begin again this fall.  The 
Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner group has about 70 members who enjoy 
sharing dinner and conversation in each other’s homes.  This season’s 
schedule will have small group dinners on October 17, January 23, and 
March 19.  In addition, the entire group will celebrate the Christmas 
season with an hors d’oeuvres and dessert party on December 5. 
 

The small group dinners are held at individual member’s homes with 
about 8 attendees at each house.  The host provides the entrée, and the 
guests bring wine and other food items (e.g. salad, appetizers, dessert) 
to complete the meal.   
 

We would love to have new members join the dinner group.  It is an easy 
and fun way to get to know your fellow parishioners better.  If you are 
interested in learning more about the group, please contact carol-
reid@comcast.net. 

Vestry Report continued from p. 3 
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Christ Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Michael J. Hodges, Rector 
mhodges@christchurchandover.org 

 

The Rev. Jim Dodson, Associate for Pastoral Care 
jdodson@christchurchandover.org 

 

Barbara A. Bruns, Minister of Music 
bbruns@christchurchandover.org 

 

Kristin Everett, Director of Children’s Ministries 
keverett@christchurchandover.org 

 

Mary Ann Lennon, Director of Communications 
mlennon@christchurchandover.org 

 

Maria L. Chan, Business Manager 
mchan@christchurchandover.org 

 

Cristen Mugford, Director of Finance 
cmugford@christchurchandover.org 

 

Christy Harvey, Director of Christ Church Children’s Center 
charvey@christchurchandover.org 

 

Beth Barnard, Head Manager at Thrift Shop 
andoverthriftshop@comcast.net 

 

Susan May, Sexton 
smay@christchurchandover.org 

Matt Tringali & Emily McDowell, Sunday Sextons 
 

Catherine Rosen, Head Verger 
 

Parish Office (Glebe House)                            978-475-0529 
Andover Thrift Shop                                         978-475-0957 
Christ Church Children’s Center                     978-475-4037 
 

Mailing Address: 25 Central Street, Andover, MA 01810 

Dates to Remember 
 

Sunday, September 13 
“Sundae Sunday” 

Registration for Sunday School, Youth Groups & Choirs 
 

Sunday, September 20 
First day of Sunday School & Youth Groups 

Coffee Hour at the Rectory 
 

Sunday, September 27 
11:15 am Church School Parent Orientation and Ciderfest 

4:30 pm Organ Recital 
5:00 pm Choral Evensong 

 

Saturday, October 3 
9 am - 2 pm Diocesan Resource Day, Bentley University 
6-10 p.m. “Celebrate the Harvest” - Annual Fundraiser 

 

Sunday, October 4, 10:00 a.m. service 
Blessing of the Animals 

 

 Sunday, October 25, 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. 
Taste & See for Newcomers at the Rectory 

 

Sunday, November 1, 10:00 a.m. 
All Saints Sunday & Baptisms 

 

Sunday, November 1, 6:00 p.m. 
All Souls’ Requiem at Christ Church, Hamilton-Wenham 

 

Sunday, November 8, at 4:00 p.m. 
Hymn Society Festival 

 

Sunday, November 29, 5:00 pm 
Service of Advent Lessons & Carols 

The Parish of Christ Church                                                       www.christchurchandover.org 
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Welcome Back to School!  C.C.C.C. kicks off its 46th year! 
 

After a wonderful summer, the teachers have come back to the Chil-
dren's Center rested and ready to welcome a new school year!  The 
school has been a bustle of activity as teachers prepare the classrooms 
and look forward to meeting this year's families.  We welcome all of you 
to come in and take a peek around at the wonderful things that are hap-
pening here!    

 

We are excited to announce that we just recently expanded our program to become even more family-friendly by in-
cluding expanded before and after school programs as well as offering parents flexible scheduling options for today’s 
busy families.  If you know of a young family that has children between the ages of 2.9 and 5 years of age, please en-
courage them to visit our website at www.ccccandover.org or schedule a visit to come by and learn about our program.  
We have limited winter spaces available for the current school year and begin enrolling for the 2016-17 school year on 
November 2, 2015. 
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