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Reflections from the Rector 
 
 

Dear friends in Christ, 
 

I hope that this summer was filled with even a small measure of the en-
joyment that our family experienced. We had a fabulous summer! I 
know that many of you had grand celebrations, and others of you had 
challenges and losses. Yet in the midst of it all I pray that you experi-
enced the grace and love of God through Jesus Christ. 
 

On August 1st I officially celebrated my second anniversary as your Rec-
tor. I continue to pinch myself for the gift this call has been. Thank you! 
 

As most, if not all of you know, Christ Church has been without a second 
full-time clergy position for the past couple of years. For many years pri-
or to this period Christ Church was blessed by many fine clergy who 
served as assistants. During this time we have been incredibly blessed by 
the services of the Rev. Jim Dodson, our part-time Associate for Pastoral 
Care. It is a great gift to work with Jim, and I cannot thank him enough 
for his ministry. 
 

At a meeting of the Vestry on August 23rd I asked for their wisdom, ad-
vice, and action on whether they believed it is the right time to come to 
the parish to discuss whether another clergy position is possible and de-
sirable. There was agreement that it seems that this is a good time to 
explore this and the parish will be asked to participate in the ongoing 
conversation in a number of ways including, but not limited to, the fol-
lowing questions for exploration: 
 

 Does Christ Church need another clergy position? 
 If so, what gifts/ministries would we hope that person could bring to 

Christ Church? 
 If we choose not to add a clergy position, what might be the immedi-

ate and long-term consequences of such a decision? 
 The “money” questions: What level of giving do we need in order to 

sustain another clergy position and how do we configure our budget 
so that the parish is best served in fulfilling its ministry and mission? 

 

I want to be very clear up-front with you all as I was with the Vestry. This 
is not first and foremost about “getting Michael some help”. I have been 
the only full-time clergy person on staff for my entire ordained career, 
and while it is not without its struggles I have learned the critical im-
portance of prioritizing my health and well-being as well as my commit-
ment to my family. As many of you have discovered in very real ways, 
there is no way that I can do everything here at Christ Church that two 
full-time clergy used to do. My commitment to myself, to my family, and 
to the parish is that I will manage my time and energy with the guidance 
of the parish leadership so that I am providing for the most essential 
needs of the parish without “burning out”. 
 

The primary question is not about what I need, but what the parish of 
Christ Church needs to carry out its ministry. How will we move into the Continued on p. 2... 

 

Don’t miss these fun events 
to kick off our new 

program year together! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Sundae Sunday” - September 11th - Chil-
dren bring their backpacks for the Blessing 
of the Backpacks and a “child-friendly” ser-
mon, followed by Registration for Church 
School, Youth Groups, choirs, and acolytes. 
All are welcome to join us for ice cream 
sundaes after church! 
 

Sunday, September 18th - First day of 
Church School and Youth Groups, and an 
All-Parish Cookout at the Rectory (the blue 
house next to the church) following the 
10:00 service! 

Please wear your Name Tag! 
Fall is a great time to start wearing your 
name tag! Please wear your name tag into 
church each week and at coffee hour. If you 
don't have one, please sign up to have one 
made for you on the sign-up sheet on the 
bulletin board near the Parish Hall, or e-
mail Charlene Hart at cahart@partners.org. 
The name tag rack is located in the hallway 
outside the Parish Hall across from the 
kitchen.  

mailto:cahart@partners.org
mailto:cahart@partners.org
mailto:cahart@partners.org


future not merely as a viable congregation, but one ever growing in vitality 
and vibrancy? 
 

My own approach to this conversation is not to say “thus saith the Rector” 
and to force an outcome that does not have the broad support of the parish. 
However, I believe that the Vestry and I would not be fulfilling our leadership 
role if we do not bring these important conversations to the parish at this 
time. 
 

There will be some formal opportunities for you to participate in this conver-
sation. In particular I want to highlight Sunday, October 16th as we kick-off 
our annual stewardship campaign and will gather the parish that day. In 
preparation for that I will be sharing more information in September so that 
the parish is well-informed about some of the “nuts and bolts” as well as my 
own thoughts and questions. 
 

Of course, we also welcome your participation on an informal basis, and I 
encourage you to bring your questions, concerns, ideas, and opinions to me 
or to our Wardens, Chris Huntress and Jayne Miller. 
 

While I do not know the outcome of these conversations and while they may 
at times be emotionally charged and somewhat difficult, I am excited about 
our future as a parish and fully believe that each one of us brings an im-
portant perspective. Through it all God’s grace and care will guide us. 
 

With blessings, 
Michael 
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Rector’s Column continued from p. 1. 

Glebe House Office Hours 
Mondays      Closed 
Tues-Thurs   9 am-1 pm 
Fridays          9 am-noon 
 

Staff members are 
often at the Glebe 
House later in the day than these 
“official” hours, so please make prior 
arrangements with individual staff if 
you need to come at other times. The 
phone number for the Glebe House is 
978-475-0529 (extension numbers and 
e-mail addresses for our staff members 
are on the last page of this newsletter). 

STILL Celebrating 75 Active Years of Sales, Service and 
Camaraderie at the Andover Thrift Shop! 

 

Do you know someone new to town, wishing to meet new friends and join a 
worthwhile community service? Introduce them to the 
Thrift Shop! Or are you a Mom with children heading off to 
school who now has a few hours of time?  Come visit the 
Thrift Shop! One 3-hour shift per week can make all the 
difference in the world, to us and to the volunteers. Morn-
ings from 10:00-1:00 or afternoons 1:00-4:00 are available. 
 

There are four ‘different’ types of work depending on your interest and abil-
ity.  Working the front - making sales and stocking the store - requires some 
mobility.   We do have a task that is done seated behind the counter tallying 
the sales.  Security - requires the ability to tackle the stairs several times each 
shift, and keep a presence in and around our customers.  Take-in - is only a 
few days each month, but requires lifting and carrying boxes down to the 
storage room.  Finally, tagging is done by a two-member team seated in the 
back room.  One member of each team needs to be comfortable with com-
puter input while the other member attaches price tags to the item.  We’ll 
match your ability and interest to the openings in our volunteer sched-
ule.  Men and women are always welcome at the Thrift Shop.  Please contact 
Managers Beth Barnard at barnardbethj@gmail.com or Melissa Blanch at 
blanches5@verizon.net or info@andoverthriftshop.com or call 978-475-0957 
to find out more. Better still, stop in at the shop at 10 Park St. in Andover for 
a visit! Our hours are Monday-Friday 10 AM to 4 PM, and the first 3 Satur-
days of the month 10 AM to 2 PM.  “Like” us on Facebook!! 

Gift to the Parish 
 

It is with extreme gratitude and excite-
ment that the Vestry and I would like to 
announce the following gift to the par-
ish. Parishioner Martha Dodge has very 
generously offered a gift in the amount 
of $104,000 to be used in the following 
way: 
 

$50,000 to be used to re-construct the 
landscaping in front of the church 
to allow the front entrance on the 
right (as you are facing the church) 
to be handicap accessible. The 
plans for this construction were 
designed by Chris Huntress and will 
be shared with the parish this fall. 
We are currently in conversation 
with contractors to solidify the 
plans and solicit bids. 

$50,000 to support and enhance our 
music program. This amount in-
cludes funds that will support our 
organ maintenance fund and our 
paid vocalists for the next five years 
(thus reducing our operating costs 
during that time) as well as enhanc-
ing our children and youth music 
ministry. 

Approximately $4,000 for new vest-
ments and altar hangings for ordi-
nary time (green). 

 

The Vestry and I wish to thank Martha 
for this incredible gift that will greatly 
benefit the mission and ministry of 
Christ Church for many years to come. 
 

~ Michael 

mailto:barnardbethj@gmail.com
mailto:blanches5@verizon.net
mailto:andoverthriftshop.com
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Notes from the Treasurer 
 

I would like to provide you with a summary of where we are from a financial standpoint in our church year.  Our budget 
this year included the expectation of $520,000 from Pledge income.  We actually received $467,000 in pledges for the 
year. What started out looking like a shortfall of about $50,000 is much less and more manageable now.  With the help 
of significantly higher contributions than anticipated and lower expenses, we are already much closer to balancing our 
projected expenses for the year.  
 

Through the first half of the year we have received $20,000 more than we anticipated in contributions without pledges, 
and the Crafts in the Park was a major success with $1,000 more income than we expected in the budget. Expenses 
have also been reduced in several areas.  Our utility bills are less than budgeted and were about $11,000 less than last 
year through July because of energy saving upgrades by the property committee and attention to the thermostats by 
our sexton and rector.  The warmer winter helped as well.   We do not expect to need the $5,200 that we budgeted for 
contract cleaning because Susan May is doing this cleaning as part of her regularly scheduled hours. We anticipate that 
staffing changes will net approximately $5,000 in savings.  We also saved $3,000 on our financial audit because the 
changes we recently made in our accounting system and our staff made the audit much simpler and quicker.  
 

The net of the above is that the current projection for the end of the year is much 
more manageable but it is still a $15,000 shortfall.  With your help and continued con-
tributions, we will be working through the fall to end the year with a balanced budget.   
 

We have recently expanded the ways you can give to Christ Church to include donations using your credit card from 
our web page.  This adds to the options of cash, check, automatic bank withdrawals, stock gifts, and bequests. If you 
would like more information on any of these, contact either Karen Aalto, our new Director of Finance, or me. 
 

Stewardship has been a primary focus for the vestry this year.  Our hope is that through more inclusion and community 
within the parish we will increase both engagement and membership which will lead to the financial support which is 
necessary to keep our parish vibrant. 
 

As you have heard, Cristen Mugford moved to San Diego in July.  She did a tremendous job for us in the year and a half 
that she was with us.  Not only did she accomplish a lot, but she was a pleasure to work with.  We will miss her.  In July, 
Karen Aalto joined us as our new Director of Finance. Karen has a CPA and 13 years of experience in accounting and 
finance.  She is getting onboard and learning to use ACS.   In the short time she has been with us, she is quickly picking 
things up.   I expect this will be a smooth transition and that Karen will also have a significant impact on the financial 
aspect of our parish. I offered to support the transition and serve as treasurer as Karen gets acclimated.  The Vestry 
voted to extend my term as treasurer through the next annual meeting on February 12, 2017. 
 

We have made a lot of improvements in the financial systems of the parish in the last couple of years.  We have consol-
idated our accounting on one system which is integrated with the demographic database, set up credit cards with 

Senior Warden’s Report 
 

With the new year comes a new Vestry class, and I would first like to welcome and thank Jayne Miller for jumping in as 
our new Junior Warden, along with new Vestry members Nancy Haak, Sarah Buck, Chris Wagner, Rosalyn Wood, Susan 
Bozorth and Tim Pickard as Clerk. Thanks to outgoing members Helen Pickard, Abby Thomas, Elizabeth Blanchard and 
Josh Reifsnyder for all their time and efforts on our behalf.  We have also had a few changes within our Parish staff re-
cently as our Director of Finance Cristen Mugford and her family have moved to warmer climates in San Diego. Alt-
hough we will miss Cristen dearly, it gives us the opportunity to welcome Karen Aalto who has taken over as our new 
Director of Finance.  Karen lives in Georgetown and brings a wealth of financial and accounting experience with her. 
Thanks and welcome to you all! 
 

It is with great enthusiasm that I watched our Sunday School and Youth programs flourish under the watch-
ful eye of Kristen Everett and our many adult volunteers over the last year.  The Rite 13 mentors had one of 
their largest classes this year, meeting on Sundays to discuss the spiritual aspects of growing up in the Epis-
copal Church, while also sneaking in some fun at Skyzone and some pizza at the Whitlocks’. Nice job guys!  
 

The Property Committee remained busy with meetings throughout the Spring and Summer. This committee includes 
Jay Donovan, Michael Bates, Judy Wright, Bill Hastings, Don DeLollis, Norm Scarpulla, Chris Huntress, Jayne Miller and 

Continued on p. 7 

Continued on p. 7 
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“If you have men who will exclude any of 
God's creatures from the shelter of compas-
sion and pity, you will have men who will 
deal likewise with their fellow men.” So said 
St. Francis of Assisi! On October 2nd, we 
will celebrate the feast day of St. Francis at 
the 10 a.m. Sunday service by blessing our 

animal friends (both pets and stuffed animals!). Please bring your 
(hopefully) well-behaved pet to the service and we will have blessings 
for creatures great and small AND those who love and  care for them! 
Know someone outside the church who loves their pet and might want 
to take part? Please invite them to join us! 

Interested in Serving as Acolyte? 

We welcome and encourage youth in grades 
4-12 to join our group of dedi-
cated acolytes. Serving at the 
altar during the 10:00 service 
on Sundays is a great way to 
learn more about our worship 
traditions as well as connect 
with other youth! Contact Kristin Everett at 
acolytes@christchurchandover.org for more 
information. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

Harvest of Hope ~ Esperanza Academy’s  
Annual Dinner & Auction 

Friday, October 20 at 6:00 p.m.  
at the Andover Country Club 

From our Director of Children’s Ministries 
 

I am extremely excited to be starting my second year at 
Christ Church as the Director of Children’s Ministries. 
We have several exciting activities coming up! On Sep-
tember 11, please join us at the 10:00 service for Rev-
erend Michael’s first children’s sermon of the year fol-
lowed by The Blessing of the Backpacks. Church School 
registration will follow the service in the Parish Hall, 
accompanied by ice-cream sundaes! On September 18 
we will have our first Church School session of the year. 
On September 25, please join us after the 10:00 service 

in the sanctuary for Church School parent orientation. After the orien-
tation we will celebrate the start of our new program year with Cider-
fest on the playground: boxes and boxes of doughnuts along with fresh 
apple cider. 
 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is the name of the program that we 
use in our Church School. It is a children’s program that Maria Montes-
sori conceived and Sofia Cavalletti developed to invite children to lis-
ten to God and meditate on his love. Each week the children are pre-
sented with a parable or historical event from scripture and given ma-
terials and activities to help them process that particular glimpse of 
God. 
 

The children gather and work in rooms called atria. In the classical 
world, the entryway to a house was called an atrium, and Maria Mon-
tessori understood that these rooms would serve as the children’s en-
tryway into the life of the church. This year we will be running four 
atria to foster the religious life of the children of Christ Church. 
 

Please join us as we eagerly seek to enjoy God’s presence and blessing 
with the children of Christ Church this year. 
 

~ Kristin Everett 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
On Sunday, September 11th, we’ll once again 
bless your children’s backpacks. Students of 
all ages can bring their own backpacks to the 
10 a.m. worship service to receive 
a special blessing as the school 
year begins. Children can bring 
their backpacks up to be blessed 
during the Children’s Sermon that Rev. Hodg-
es will give during the 10:00 service.  

Register for Sunday School, Youth 
Groups, and Choirs  

Registration will take place on Sunday, Sep-
tember 11th after the 10 a.m. service.  The 
first day of Sunday School and Youth Group 
classes will be Sunday, September 18th. Click 
to download a registration form to print out. 
Click to register your child online. Click for 
the Children’s Ministry brochure. And click 
for this year’s church school calendar.  If you 
have any questions, contact Kristin Everett. 

Parent Orientation & Ciderfest 
On Sunday, September 25th, we’ll have an 
orientation for parents/guardians of church 
school students in the church right after the 
10:00 service (kids can come, too). Then we’ll 
move to the Parish Hall and playground, if it’s 
not raining, for cider and doughnuts! 

Blessing of the Animals 

Habitat for Humanity “Build Day”  
Saturday, November 19th is Christ 
Church’s Build Day at Habitat for Humani-
ty.  Watch for more details in the Prophets, 
but it will be from 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. at 
a building site in Lawrence. For more information, please contact our 
Habitat liaison David Tringali at david_tringali@verizon.net. 

mailto:acolytes@christchurchandover.org
http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/2145/20162017ChurchSchoolYouthGroupRegistrationForm.pdf
http://www.christchurchandover.org/form16933.htm
http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/2145/201617ChildrensMinistryBrochure.pdf
http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/2145/ChurchSchoolCalendar201617.pdf
mailto:keverett@christchurchandover.org
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Special Music Events - Fall 2016 
 

Sunday, October 2 at 5:00 p.m. in Marblehead 
Choral Evensong 

Choirs of Christ Church, Andover & St. Michael’s Church, Marblehead 
Douglas Major, Conductor & Barbara Bruns, Organist 

 

Sunday, November 20 at 3:00 p.m. 
Concert featuring music of Christ Church composers 

(Bell, Doran, McConaughy, Stultz, Wheeler, Wood) with all choirs per-
forming in celebration of Christ the King (our paternal feast day)  

Afternoon Tea to follow  
 

Sunday, November 27 at 10:00 a.m. 
A Service of Advent Lessons & Carols  

followed by Holy Eucharist 
Anthems sung by the St. Cecilia Choristers and the Parish Choir  

during the 10:00 a.m. service 

Choir Rehearsals Resume  
 

Parish Choir (Begins September 8) 
Rehearses Thursday evenings from 7:30-9:00 
pm and Sunday mornings at 9:00 am. Open 
to adults and high school singers. 

 

St. Cecilia Choristers (Begins Sept. 15) 
Rehearses Thursday afternoons from 4:30-
5:30 pm. Open to girls and boys with un-
changed voices, grades 3-8. 

 

Angel Choir (Begins September 22) 
Rehearses Thursday afternoons from 4:00-
4:45 pm. Open to boys & girls, grades K-2. 

 

Bell Choir (TBA) 
Contact Barbara Bruns if interested.  A mini-
mum of 8 ringers is needed to form a choir. 

 

For further information or to become in-
volved in the Music Ministry at Christ Church, 
please contact Barbara Bruns, Minister of Mu-
sic at 978-475-0529, Ext. 20 or 
bbruns@christchurchandover.org. 

Concert Managers Needed 
With the closing of the Collins Center in Andover to outside performing groups, Christ Church is getting a number of 
requests to rent our beautiful worship space for chamber music, piano recitals, and choral concerts.  Not only is this a 
wonderful opportunity for great music to happen at Christ Church, but it is a good source of outside income.  We have 
two concerts booked in December, and I would like to engage the assistance of Christ Church volunteers to assist in 
managing these concerts. 
 

Typically, the performers arrive two hours before the concert to rehearse, the concert takes two hours, and a reception 
in the Parish Hall follows the concert.  The time commitment is 6-8 hours on a Saturday or Sunday afternoon or even-
ing. There may be a dress rehearsal on a separate day as well. 
 

Concert Managers need to know the following: 
 Where music stands, stand lights, and extension chords are kept. 
 Where electrical outlets, light switches, and dimmers are. 
 How to run the sound system and make a recording. 
 How to open and secure the buildings before and after the event. 
 What the handicap accessibility is for the church and Parish Hall. 
 What rooms are available as a “Green Room” (where artists can change, have access to restrooms, and have 

snacks and drinks) 
 What tables are available for ticket purchases and CD sales. 
 Where easels, signage to restrooms, and extra chairs for performers and audience are kept. 
 How to move the piano safely. 
 How to mark off “reserved seating” areas. 
 How to move the altar if extra space is needed in the apse for the performers. 

 

If you are interested in becoming a “Concert Manager” please contact Barbara Bruns, Minister of Music, at 
bbruns@christchurchandover.org, and a time will be arranged for a training session. You will not only hear some amaz-
ing music and interact with fine artists, but you will be representing Christ Church as a gracious and welcoming host. 

mailto:bbruns@christchurchandover.org
mailto:bbruns@christchurchandover.org


Interested in Baptism? 
Baptisms are always celebrated in the context 
of our Sunday worship (10 a.m. 
service unless otherwise not-
ed), mostly on the principal 
feast days of the Christian 
year. The dates for the 2016-17 
program year are: 
 

November 6, 2016 (All Saints' Sunday) 
January 8, 2017 (Feast of the Baptism of our 
Lord) 
April 15, 2017 (Easter Vigil at 8 p.m.) 
April 23, 2017 
June 4, 2017 (Day of Pentecost) 

 

If you are interested in baptism, please con-
tact the Rector at least five weeks prior to 
your preferred date so he can let you know 
about baptism preparation. 
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Men’s Fellowship 
The sole purpose of the Men’s Fellowship group is to encourage fel-
lowship and build community for the men of Christ Church. Monthly 
meetings occur on the 4th Wednesday of every month, unless other-
wise announced.  Locations for the meeting vary and include the Rec-
tory, individual parishioners’ homes, and restaurants.  If you are inter-
ested in joining us, getting your name on the email list,  or simply 
learning more about the meetings, please email Andy Whitlock 
(awhitlock@oraclinical.com) or Jon Vacik (jon.vacik@gmail.com).  We 
hope to see everyone! 

Newcomers Taste & See 
All Newcomers (those who’ve come 
in the past year) are invited to join 

us for an 
Informal Wine and Cheese 

Get-together on 
Sunday, November 13th 

4-5:30 p.m. in the Rectory 
(blue house to the right of church) 

Children are invited, too - 
we’ll have some food for them! 
Please drop in — we’d love the 

chance to get to know you better! 

A Letter from the Stewardship Committee 
 

Hello Christ Church! 
 

We are writing to you with information about our Stewardship Cam-
paign. Before you sigh (okay, we know some do…), please read 
on!  We would like to share with you some key dates and events for 
the Campaign this year.    
 

This year the Vestry has decided to forego the Fall Annual Dinner 
Fundraiser.  Instead, we are hoping that everyone will focus on pledg-
ing to Christ Church - whether you have pledged before or the process 
of pledging is new to you.   
 

As you may already know, Christ Church is best able to predict its an-
nual income through pledges.  We have even made it easier to pledge 
through a secure server on our website. If anyone has any concerns or 
questions about how to execute a pledge, please speak with any mem-
ber of the Vestry or Michael Hodges or Karen Aalto in the office.   
 

Our Stewardship Campaign will kick-off on Sunday, October 16.  One of 
the highlights will be Vestry member Michael Marcinelli outlining the 
extensive impact Christ Church has on individuals and communities, 
both near and far.  After the 10:00 a.m. service, please join us for an 
Adult Forum in Parish Hall.  During the Adult Forum, Rev. Michael will 
talk about financial goals the Vestry has this year, and we will discuss 
the impact giving has had on us spiritually, as well as just have an op-
portunity to speak with each other.  Members of the Vestry will be 
present and look forward to meeting everyone or saying hello to famil-
iar faces.  Child-care will be provided so parents of younger children 
can be part of the festivities.   
 

On or about October 20, parishioners will receive the Stewardship 
Campaign letter from the Wardens. The letter will contain 
some financial data points that we hope will be helpful as you consider 
making a pledge for the first time or evaluating your prior year’s 
pledge.   
 

Finally, on November 6, we will celebrate Renewal Sunday!  Renewal 
Sunday will be the last day of the official Stewardship Campaign. We 
ask Parishioners to bring their completed Pledge cards to Christ 
Church or make online pledges that day.  As a community working to-
gether in Christ, our gifts of time, talent, and treasure are multiplied 
and spread out into the world.  Thank you! 
 

~ Stewardship Committee (Susan Bozorth, Chris Huntress, Jayne Miller, 
Tim Pickard, and Allen Townsend) and Vestry  

Interested in Confirmation? 

Confirmation preparation for teenagers is 
offered on an every-other-year basis for teens 
who have either finished 
J2A or who are at least in 
the 10th grade. The next 
confirmation class will take 
place during the 2016-
2017 program year.  Con-
firmation and Reception 
are also offered for adults. Please watch the 
various Prophets this fall for information 
about Confirmation classes.  

mailto:awhitlock@oraclinical.com
mailto:jon.vacik@gmail.com
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Women’s Group Fall Happenings 
 

The Women of Christ Church have an exciting calendar scheduled for the 
upcoming months.  All meetings are 7:30-9:00 pm in the Meeting Room 
unless otherwise noted. 
 

Sept. 19 - What was the highlight of your summer and why? 
Oct. 17 - Welcoming Faiths, reaching out to the LGBTQ community 
Nov. - date and program TBD 
Dec. 12 - Christmas Gathering at Marti Johnson’s house 
 

Other meetings this year include a book discussion, learning about Iona 
prayer, Japanese Culture and Arts, a study on Julian of Norwich, and pos-
sibly a field trip to SSJE (Society of St. John the Evangelist) in Cambridge. 
 

We hope you will join us!  We welcome women of all ages.  Watch the 
weekly Prophets for any changes to times or locations. Questions? Con-
tact MartiJohnson@comcast.net or 978-276-5664. 

the Rev. Michael Hodges. Work completed 
or underway to date includes a new fence, 
roof and boiler for the Rectory, new fur-
nace and heating upgrades at our Park 
Street Property, and removal of the plexi-
glass covering the stained glass windows at 
the exterior of the sanctuary (Thanks to 
Tom & Julie Childs for donating that work). 
Several of the Property Committee’s goals 
for the coming year include creating per-
manent handicapped access to the Sanctu-
ary and Parish Hall, drafting of a long-term 
plan to address future improvements to 
the Glebe House, including the eventual 
replacement of the Barn; and development 
of an overall Campus Landscape Plan.  
 

Throughout the first half of 2016 the Vestry 
has been taking a broader look at Steward-
ship with an eye towards better under-
standing the long-term needs of the Parish. 
Some of those needs include more oppor-
tunities for adult formation, welcoming 
newcomers and how we support our many 
committees and ministries. At the Vestry 
retreat last spring we worked to define 
three new sub committees focused on 
different aspects of Parish life. The first 
subcommittee is engaged in communi-
cating with existing committees and minis-
tries within our Parish, the second is coor-
dinating and documenting events which 
bring us together, and a third is focusing on 
establishing an effective framework for the 
annual stewardship appeal.  All three sub 
committees have been meeting through 
the summer discussing plans which you can 
find in a separate article.  If you would like 
to know more about these efforts please 
don’t hesitate to ask me, or any member of 
the Vestry. 
 

I am looking forward to the Fall season and 
all it brings with it. I hope you can find time 
to enjoy some of many events we have 
planned over the next few months, includ-
ing Sundae Sunday after the 10 am service 
on September 11th... one of my personal 
favorites! Keep an eye on the weekly 
eProphet for more information. 
 

Blessings always, 
Christian Huntress, Senior Warden 

Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner? 

Our 2016-17 season of informal dinners will begin again this fall.  The 
Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner group has about 70 members who enjoy 
sharing dinner and conversation in each other’s homes.  This season’s 
schedule will have small group dinners on October 15, January 21, and 
March 11. 
 

The small group dinners are held at individual 
member’s homes with about eight attendees at 
each house.  The host provides the entrée, and 
the guests bring wine and other food items (e.g. 
salad, appetizers, dessert) to complete the 
meal.   
 

We would love to have new members join the dinner group.  It is an easy 
and fun way to get to know your fellow parishioners better.  If you are 
interested in learning more about the group, please contact carol-
reid@comcast.net. 

Warden’s Report continued from p. 3 

strong internal controls for the staff, set up online giving and helped in 
getting the online directory in place, supported the CCCC with accounts 
receivable and customized billing, reduced the number of checkbooks 
and individuals with checkbooks thus simplifying the accounting and im-
proving our internal controls.  The audit of our financials for 2015 on the 
new system was much cleaner, simpler, and $3,000 less expensive than 
was previously the case.  One of the biggest improvements noted by our 
auditor is that we now have better financial expertise on staff than we 
have had in the past.  I anticipate Karen will continue on our path to 
better financial processes, controls, analysis, and support for financial 
decision making.  I look forward to working with Michael Hodges, the 
wardens, vestry, and Karen Aalto on a five-year financial plan for the 
church this fall. 
 

Thank you again for all you do to support Christ Church. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Allen Townsend, Treasurer 

Treasurer’s Report continued from p. 3 
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Christ Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Michael J. Hodges, Rector 
mhodges@christchurchandover.org 

 

The Rev. Jim Dodson, Associate for Pastoral Care 
jdodson@christchurchandover.org 

 

Barbara A. Bruns, Minister of Music 
bbruns@christchurchandover.org 

 

Kristin Everett, Director of Children’s Ministries 
keverett@christchurchandover.org 

 

Mary Ann Lennon, Director of Communications 
mlennon@christchurchandover.org 

 

Karen Aalto, Director of Finance 
kaalto@christchurchandover.org 

 

Maria L. Chan, Business Manager 
mchan@christchurchandover.org 

 

Christy Harvey, Director of Christ Church Children’s Center 
charvey@christchurchandover.org 

 

Beth Barnard, Head Manager at Thrift Shop 
andoverthriftshop@comcast.net 

 

Susan May, Sexton 
smay@christchurchandover.org 

Caroline Huntress, Lauren McDowell, Kyra Morissette,  
Sunday Sextons 

 

Catherine Rosen, Head Verger 
 

Parish Office (Glebe House)                            978-475-0529 
Andover Thrift Shop                                         978-475-0957 
Christ Church Children’s Center                     978-475-4037 
 

Mailing Address: 25 Central Street, Andover, MA 01810 

Dates to Remember 
 

Sunday, September 11 
“Sundae Sunday” 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
Registration for Sunday School, Youth Groups & Choirs 

 

Sunday, September 18 
First day of Sunday School & Youth Groups 

All-Parish Cookout at the Rectory 
 

Sunday, September 25 
11:15 am Church School Parent Orientation and Ciderfest 

 

Sunday, October 2 
Blessing of the Animals during 10:00 am service 

Choral Evensong at 5:00 pm at St. Michael’s, Marblehead 
 

 Tuesday, November 1, 6:30 p.m. 
All Saint Day service 

 

Sunday, November 6, 10:00 a.m. 
All Saints Sunday & Baptisms 

“Renewal Sunday” - Stewardship Ingathering 
 

Sunday, November 13 
Newcomer Welcoming Liturgy during 10:00 am service 
4:00 p.m., “Taste & See” for Newcomers at the Rectory 

 

Sunday, November 20, 3:00 p.m. 
Concert featuring music of Christ Church composers, 

with Afternoon Tea to follow 
 

Sunday, November 27 
First Sunday of Advent 

Advent Lessons & Carols during the 10:00 am service 
5:00 pm  Advent Series begins 

The Parish of Christ Church                                                       www.christchurchandover.org 

Everyone is Welcome at God’s Table ~ Christ Church Andover  
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Welcome Back to School!  C.C.C.C. kicks off its 47th year! 
 

After a wonderful summer, the teachers have come back to the Chil-
dren's Center rested and ready to welcome a new school year!  The 
school has been a bustle of activity as teachers prepare the classrooms 
and look forward to meeting this year's families.  We welcome all of you 
to come in and take a peek around at the wonderful things that are hap-
pening here!    

 

We are in the second year of our new program options, which include before and after school programs as well as  flex-
ible scheduling options for today’s busy families, and it’s been a big success! If you know of a young family that has chil-
dren between the ages of 2.9 and 5 years of age, please encourage them to visit our website at www.ccccandover.org 
or schedule a visit to come by and learn about our program.  We have limited winter spaces available for the current 
school year and begin enrolling for the 2016-17 school year on November 7, 2016. 
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