June 9, 2019

CHRIST CHURCH: FAMILY FAITH FORMATION
Seasons
525,600 minutes - how do you measure a year? In daylights, in sunsets, in midnights, in cups
of coffee. In inches and miles, in laughter and strife...How do you measure the year in a life?
~ Broadway musical Rent
As we begin a new season, I am reminded that I have been your Curate for about one year! Thank
you for this time of grace-filled learning. I hope you will take time to read about what is happening in
the areas of Worship, Teaching, and Fellowship offered below.

Worship: Celebrating Pentecost Sunday, June 9th
What is Pentecost?
The Day of Pentecost falls 50 days after Easter and begins a new Season in the Church Year. We remember
the coming of the Holy Spirit among the apostles, described in the Book of Acts. We also celebrate the Holy
Spirit, which inspires and empowers us as the followers of Jesus to do the work of
Christ in the World. The imagery in Pentecost includes wind, fire, and speech, all
things that move invisibly to set things in motion. Another image for Pentecost is
that of a dove, symbolizing flight, benediction, and peace. We will also baptize several baby boys into the body of Christ, what we call "The Church". Your presence
helps make this this a powerful and Spirit-filled day!
Children naturally bring gifts of play and joy to our worship space. As full participants in the Sunday liturgy, all children will be invited to join the procession carrying a symbol of the flames of power that descended on the Apostles. All who would
like to be part of this should meet Rev. Jen before worship in Parish Hall for sticks
and "marching orders"!!
And don't forget to WEAR SOMETHING RED (or orange, or yellow....).
And stay after church for our delicious “Strawberry Festival”!

Fellowship: Family Movie Night - Thursday, June 20th at 6pm
Calling all Toy Story Fans, past present, and future!
Toy Story 4 will hit theaters soon, so let us remember what we love about our Toy Story characters! Children and their families are invited to join us to watch “Toy Story 3”
on the Big Screen. We will begin with pizza before settling in to watch our favorite
characters, Woody, Buzz, and all their friends. Meet in the Youth Room, underneath
Parish Hall at 6:00 pm. Please RSVP by noon that day to Rev. Jen if you will be joining
us.
To Infinity and beyond!

[Continued…]

Teaching: Paul's letter to the Galatians in North Chapel, Sunday, June 30th
Two Children’s books by Jennifer Grant explore the meaning of the fruits of the Spirit expressed in
Paul's letter to the Galatians, a portion of which also happens to be the Epistle appointed for worship on June 30th. On that day, children are invited to the North Chapel to read and reflect on these
two books. Children will return to join their families in worship in time for Communion. We hope
you'll join us!

Looking ahead… Summer projects and beyond.
This summer I will be working with our teachers on organizing our Catechesis Classrooms for next year. In
the Fall we will host a One-day Level Two training session for Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS)
teachers. CGS is the approach we use for Children's Spiritual Formation here at Christ Church.
I am also working on Youth Leadership, a Mission trip for our HS youth, and a possible Confirmation class for
next year.. Exciting stuff all beginning this fall. Stay tuned!
There's been some interest in starting a group for Moms of school-aged children and youth. Watch your email
for a doodle poll to help us find a date to begin this conversation, or better yet, give me a call to chat about it!
Blessings to you and your loved ones,
Jen+

Summer Camp at BCH
Our Episcopal Diocese owns a wonderful camp in Greenfield, NH, called the
Barbara C. Harris Camp & Conference
Center. For kids entering 4th-9th
grades, BCH's program builds upon the
opportunities presented by the wonder
of God's creation found in nature and
the camper's distance from the distractions of everyday life. For more details
on programs, go to www.bchcenter.org/
bchcamp. Camp flyers are available
in the nook just past the church kitchen.
Camp session dates are:
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Session 1: Sun., June 30th – Fri., July 5th
Session 2: Sun., July 7th – Fri., July 12th (our Rev. Jen is chaplain)
Session 3: Sun., July 14th – Fri., July 19th
Session 4: Sun., July 21st – Fri., July 26th
Session 5: Sun., July 28th – Fri., August 2nd

Questions about our programs for children and youth? Contact Rev. Jen Vath or 978-475-0529 x21.

