Early Fall & Registration 2019

CHRIST CHURCH: FAMILY FAITH FORMATION
Big Day on September 8th!
Blessing of the Backpacks, Registration for
church school, youth groups, & choirs, and
Sundae Sunday!
Join us on Sunday, September 8th for the Blessing of the Backpacks and a
Children's Sermon at the 10:00 service (children, don't forget to bring your backpacks to church!). Registration for Church School, Youth Groups and choirs,
as well as “Sundae Sunday” ice cream sundaes at the Rectory (blue house to the
right of the church) will take place after the 10:00 service!

Interested in Confirmation?
We will be offering Confirmation classes this year for High School students in
Grades 10-12, in preparation for Confirmation next spring. Rev. Hodges and
Rev. Vath will be holding an Information Session for all teens who are interested
in confirmation, along with their parents, on Wednesday, September 11th at
6:30 pm in the Parish Hall. Click to read an informational letter about confirmation from Rev. Jen.

Registration for Childcare, Sunday School and Youth through 12th Grade
Registration for the 2019-2020 program year is as follows:
For children in Childcare & Sunday School for Grades Pre-K-6,
please click to register online or for the printable form.
For youth in Grades 7-12, please click to register online or for the
printable form.
If you use the printable form, you can get it to us by:
 scanning and e-mailing it to Mary Ann Lennon
 mailing it to Christ Church, 25 Central St., Andover 01810
 bringing it with you to Registration Sunday on Sept. 8th
The first day of church school classes (begin at 9:45 am) and youth groups (begin at 11:30
am) is Sunday, September 15th. If you have any questions about our programs for children and
youth, please e-mail the Rev. Jen Vath.
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First Day of Church School and Welcome Picnic
Sunday, September 15th will be the first day of Sunday School classes (begin at
9:45 am) and Youth Groups (at 11:30 am - grab food at the picnic first). Right after
the 10:00 service that day, we'll have a "welcome back" picnic in the Parish Hall
(and Courtyard if the weather's nice!) after the 10:00 service.

Parent Orientation and Ciderfest
The following Sunday, September 22nd, we’ll have a brief parent orientation in the first few rows of the sanctuary. Immediately afterwards we’ll
head to the playground for doughnuts and apple cider! This is a great time
to meet other Christ Church parents and children!

Choir Rehearsals Starting Back Up!
Rehearsals for our various choirs will begin in the next few weeks. Here's the schedule for when
choir rehearsals begin:
Parish Choir (Open to adults and high school singers) begins Thursday, Sept. 5th at 7:30 pm
Schola (select group of experienced young singers with unchanged voices, grades 6-12) - Auditions
are Thursday, Sept. 12th, 5:30-6:15 pm; rehearsals begin Sept. 19th, same time
St. Cecilia Choristers (Open to girls and boys with unchanged voices, grades 3-8)
begins Thursday, Sept. 12th, 4:30-5:30 pm

Angel Choir (Open to boys and girls, grades K-2) begins Thursday, Sept. 26th,
4:00-4:45pm
If you or your child is interested in joining one of these choirs, or if you have any questions,
please contact Barbara Bruns, our Minister of Music (contact info on back page)

7th & 8th Grade Youth Group Kick-Off with Pizza and Brief Parent Meeting Sunday, Sept. 15th
We hope all 7th & 8th graders can join us on Sunday, Sept. 15 at 11:30am in the youth room (down
the stairs near the Parish Hall) for our first youth group meeting of the year! The meeting will begin
with youth and their parents/caregivers enjoying pizza and a quick discussion with the Youth Mentors about our plans for youth group this year. At 11:50am sharp, parents will leave the meeting and
then we can go outside to have fun and desserts! Parents/Caregivers can return at 12:30 to pick up
their youth. If you have any questions about the 7th & 8th grade youth group please contact Kathy
Serrano.

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
Ever wonder what the kids learn in Sunday School?
Have you ever found yourself struggling to answer your child's really hard question about God?
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Do you think you may be called to the spiritual care and guidance of
children, but you're not sure how?
If the answers to any of these questions is "Yes", please join us on
Saturday, September 28th from 9am-3pm.
Christ Church will be hosting a one-day Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Level II assistant class. The class will cover the basics of the
Montessori-inspired method of religious education that we use, particularly geared for teaching children who are elementary school aged.
Please RSVP to Rev. Jen to indicate your interest in participating. To learn more about Catechesis
of the Good Shepherd, watch this video.

Hike For Hope!
Looking for a chance to have meaningful conversation with others, enjoy a walk through the neighborhood, and shine a light of hope into the darkness
of poverty? Lace up your walking shoes and join the
fun on Sunday, September 29th for the Lazarus
House 20th Annual "Hike for Hope" walk and fun run
in Andover.
The Hike for Hope raises funds and awareness for Lazarus House, an organization helping people
throughout the Merrimack Valley by offering
emergency food services, affordable and free
clothing and household items, and access to emergency shelter. A variety of worker preparation
programs help with employment and job skill development to break the cycle of poverty.
Register in advance online here to donate or to walk or run, or register on Walk Day ($10 fun run,
$20 ages 17 and under, $25 Adult). The Walk begins and ends at the Park on Bartlet Street.
Individuals and families are encouraged to join! Children should plan to participate with their families.
Middle and High School Youth who will be
walking with the Youth group should
contact Rev. Jen and return the needed
permission forms to Rev. Jen on or before
walk day. Youth will gather in the front
courtyard after Coffee Hour before heading
over to the Park.
Everyone should meet right at the Registration table at the Park at 11:45 am for a
Christ Church family group photo.
If you have any questions about our programs for children and youth, please contact Rev.
Jen Vath or 978-475-0529, x21.

