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Pentecost
Where did it come from and what is it?

Pentecost is the Christian reinterpretation of the
ancient Jewish pilgrimage festival, the Festival
of Weeks, or Shavuot, celebrated 50 days after
Passover. For the ancient Israelites, this festival
was an explicitly inclusive harvest celebration
(Deut 16:11; Lev 23:16), and over time, it also
came to mark the reception of the Torah at
Mount Sinai.

For Christians, it celebrates the reception of the
Holy Spirit and the birth of the church. Happy Birthday Church!

What does this arrival of the Holy Spirit mean for us?

Our Scriptures include many names for the Holy Spirit. She is sometimes described as wind or
breath. Breath means new life — and new life means new growth, change, and continued development.
The Spirit protects and connects, but also challenges, provokes, and nudges us along.

Pentecost is truly “Happy Birthday, church,”and it is also, “Let’s get going!” The church is more than a
building, or a particular membership, or even a group of people. At its heart, the church is a movement, a
mission-- God's mission-- of healing, liberation, and joy for the sake of the world.

Let's celebrate!

This year we will not be able to have our parish wide customary Pentecost Strawberry Festival due to
COVID restrictions regarding fellowship. However, we will have an opportunity to gather outdoors in-
person as a smaller community of Children and Families.

For those who feel comfortable doing so, and recognizing that most children are not yet vaccinated,
children and families are invited to church on Sunday, May 23rd at 11:15 a.m. in the Children's Center
Playground area. We will celebrate the arrival of the Holy Spirit with pinwheels, streamers, games and
will offer "to-go" Happy Birthday Church cupcakes.

We will also get to meet in-person the newest member of Christ Church, Barrett Robert Mamis, who will
be baptized at the streamed 10:00 a.m. worship service.

Let's see who can wear the most red-colored clothing!

Please RSVP here.

'Adopt" a Graduating High School Senior
Adopting individuals/families are needed!

If you’d like to help share your appreciation, good thoughts, and love to
one of Christ Church's graduating high school seniors, please reach out to
Rev. Jen Vath by email or text at 781-696-6093. You will be matched up
with a graduating high school senior and provided with some small gift ideas (if needed) to help celebrate their
accomplishments! This program ran last year and offers a great way to lift the spirits of another graduating class
during a time of pandemic.

Thank you for your care, support, and interest in the lives of our High School graduates. And no, paying their
college tuition is not being asked or allowed! :)

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B044CA5AE292-pentecost
mailto:jvath@christchurchandover.org


And, if you are the parent/grandparent of someone who is graduating from high school, college, or even graduate
school and beyond, please let Mary Ann Lennon know so that we can share the good news by including their
names in the e-prophet parish newsletter.

Dismantling Racism: an opportunity for
our youth

The Episcopal Church has developed a new program in racial justice specifically for youth: Dismantling
Racism. Our Youth mentors have received training and are excited to offer the program to rising 9th -
12th graders at Christ Church. We think it's fabulous! Most all of our rising 9th-12th graders have received
invitations with more information by email, but we may have missed you!

Dismantling Racism incorporates a variety of videos, interactive elements, and discussions and will be
held in-person on Thursday, June 17 and Friday, June 18, from 1:00pm - 7:30pm. Dinner and snacks will
be included. COVID-safe protocols will be followed.

Space is limited! Please contact Rev. Jen Vath, or Youth Mentors Kathy Serrano or Diane Hastings to
register.

Parents of youth who will participate must attend an informational meeting on Zoom on May 26th from
7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. or make arrangements to contact us. Youth are also encouraged to attend this
meeting. If your teen is interested and is unable to attend the June dates, we encourage your
participation in this information session as this program will likely be repeated in the Fall/Winter.

Zoom church school final gathering on June 6th at 9:00 a.m.

A wonderful community of children has formed by
gathering throughout the pandemic on zoom on
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.

There will be no gathering this Sunday (5/23) or on
5/30 due to the Memorial Day Holiday.

The final zoom meeting of the academic year will
take place on June 6th. We've been recording our
students recite the Lord's Prayer and will be editing
the video to make a final product! Will you lend
your smile and your voice? It's easy!

Contact Rev. Jen for the zoom link.

Looking ahead.....
We are awaiting additional information about Confirmation for those who prepared for
it during the 2019-2020 academic year.

We will be looking to see when we might complete the Communion Enrichment
program that a number of children were taking when Covid required the program to be
halted. Communion Enrichment is offered to children, usually in second grade, to
learn more about the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

Stay tuned for more information. Reach out to Rev. Jen with any questions about Children, Youth, and
Family opportunities through the summer and as we look forward to the Fall.

As the school year winds down, may the growth and beauty of nature remind you of God's care for us!

You have received the newsletter Family and Faith because you have a family member or relative who is College
aged or younger. If you would like to unsubscribe from only this newsletter but would like to continue to receive the
parish's weekly E-Prophet, please indicate that by sending an email to Unsubscribe from Family and Faith only .
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