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Mary Ann Lennon

From: Jen Vath, Assistant Rector, Christ Church, Andover <info@christchurchandover.org>
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 11:00 PM
To: info@christchurchandover.org
Subject: Family and Faith: Love in action

 

 

Issue #19: Anger, Awakening, Action  
 

Addressing systemic racial oppression 
 
 

 

When I attended seminary at BU, I sometimes found myself saying the wrong thing, or 
keeping quiet for fear of saying the wrong thing when the conversation turned to race 
and white privilege. Such conversations were even more difficult to have in mixed race 
groups. So much of my own growth, understanding and conversion has come from the 
mistakes I have made. What made all the difference was staying in relationship with 
others, being able to disagree, asking questions, learning to listen, and being forgiven 
when I messed up. 
 
To become anti-racist and to become a true ally is hard and life-long work for those of us who are white. I 
believe that it is something we can and should do as people of faith. 
 
Right now you may be angry with what is happening to black and brown bodies, I know that I am. I have 
come to believe that such anger can be a place to begin. 
 
"Holy" or "Righteous" anger addresses the wrongs done against God and God's people and/or God's 
creation. Anger can awaken us, but it is not where we should end. Anger can propel us into action that 
heals broken lives and broken systems. 
 
Dr. Mary Elizabeth Moore, Dean of Boston University's School of Theology eloquently and passionately 
describes it like this: 
 
"If anger is to be powerful in the work of love, it needs to awaken people to the realities of abuse and 
suffering endured by persons of color. People distanced by privilege need to listen long and hard to 
recognize the brutal actions of many individual police officers and of militarized systems of policing 
wherever they exist. We need to listen to the hard realities of discrimination in health care and housing; 
abuses of immigrants; and racial slams in streets, stores, schools, and homes. Awakening requires hours 
and days and a lifetime of listening to the voices of people who are aching and terrified for their lives and 
those of their children. Awakening means that we come to know George Floyd and his family as people 
whose lives are more than symbols; they have meaning. 
 
We have so much to learn! We need to awaken to countless incidents of protestors trying to protect their 
peaceful demonstrations from the aggressive acts of counter-protesters. We need to hear the despairing 
cries of those who engage in destructive actions, and to analyze the “domination rationale” of releasing 
gas and rubber bullets into a peaceful crowd. We need to awaken to the complexities, so we can respond 
with empathy, even toward the despairing, destructive actions that we seek to end. Without empathy, our 
responses to those actions will never lead to real change, and despair will continue. 
 
Anger and awakening are still not enough. The world in which we live is far more violent than we can 
grasp, and words, like the words in this letter, are empty if they are not connected to action. I hope that 
we near and far, can listen deeply and be challenged; engage in advocacy and service; and change 
actions of our daily lives to build just relationships with individuals and communities of all races, economic 
situations, abilities, sexual orientation, and gender identities. As some have said in these days, actions 
need to be specific to contribute to real change, and we need to change our actions as we listen ever-
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more deeply. We really cannot let systemic racial violence continue to destroy our society and precious 
human beings loved by God." 
 
Friends, I am honored and humbled to take up this work alongside you. Let us allow our passion, even 
our holy anger to awaken us and call us into action. 
 
You, like me, may be overwhelmed with the many emails and resources hitting your inbox. The links 
below are two of the most excellent and well written pieces I have found. 
 
As always, I welcome your thoughts either by phone, zoom, or email. Jen+ 
 

Ways to be antiracist 
 

What you can do 
. 

 

  

  

 
 
Two Youth opportunities to engage 
 
1) A webinar. "Allyship for God's People" at 7:00 p.m. on June 15--intended for young 
people, hosted by the Absalom Jones Center for Racial Healing in partnership with the 
Offices of Youth Ministries of the Diocese of Atlanta and the Offices of Youth Ministries of the 
Episcopal Church. 
 
Topics will include questions like When we have privilege, how do we use it to share Good News 
while respecting the dignity of every human being? And what about the guilt or shame some 
carry in recognizing their privilege? 
 
Click here to register and let Rev. Jen know that you're participating.  
 
2) A Youth Curriculum: Dismantling Racism from Church Publishing. The activities are helpful, 
not childish, and can encourage great conversation. Note that leaders need to be trained. If you 
are interested in exploring this, please contact Rev. Jen  

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

Last Sunday we prayed for our 
recent Graduates. Here is the 
prayer that we used in Worship, 
adapted from Prayers and 
Services honoring Rites of Passage.  
 
In every beginning is an ending, O Lord, and in 
every end something new begins. We lift up to 
you all who graduate and are ready for new 
learning and experiences. Grant that childhood 
innocence and hope may remain alive in them, 
bringing joy as they mature. Grant that they 
may hear your still small voice in their hearts 
saying, "This is the way, walk in it." 
 
Help them preserve old friendships while 
creating new ones. Grant that we who love 
them may help them find their own voice, their 
own words, and their own work in Christ's true 
way, who knows the persons they were 
created to be; we pray this in Jesus' name. 
Amen. 

 

 

 

Imogene Kline graduating from Central Catholic 
(shown with parents and with Linda Borland who 
"adopted" Imy as part of the "Adopt a Senior" 
project). 
 
 
Autumn King showing off the gift from her adopted 
family, the Plates. 
 
 
Congratulations to all graduates and a huge shout 
out to all who adopted seniors this year and to Jen 
Cordes for organizing such an amazing 
opportunity. 
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Connecting for Formation and Community-- NOTE NEW DAY AND NEW 
TIME! 
 
Earlier this week Rev. Jen recorded and presented the Parable of the Great 
Pearl. What could be so precious that someone would give up everything they 
owned to obtain it? Click the link above to watch the parable from Godly Play resources.  
 
Join your friends on Zoom 
 
Next week we will be painting rocks to create a rock garden. Have your ideas, stones, ideas, and 
oil markers or paints ready. If you need supplies, please let Rev. Jen know so that pickup or 
delivery can be arranged. 
 
Wednesday 6/17 at 3:00-3:45 pm (Pre-K through Grade 3)  
Wednesday 6/17 at 4:00-4:45 pm (Grades 4 and up)  
 
 
https://zoom.us/j/575728297. (This link stays the same every week)  
 

 

 

 

  

  

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

The Quarantine Care/Cookie Committee  
 
A group of serious cookie bakers and 
deliverers has been making dozens upon 
dozens of safely distanced cookie 
deliveries to spread joy and kindness to 
members of our parish while we are 
quarantined at home. If you would like to 
nominate someone to receive cookies or 
would like to be a cookie deliverer or 
baker, please contact Karen Aalto. Thank 
you Quarantine Care Committee!  

 

 

Welcome Ted Poitevent, the newest member of our 
Parish Family born on June 2nd to proud parents 
Leigh and Scott and sisters Cece and Marion. We 
can't wait to see you in person and welcome you 
"officially." Congratulations! 

 

  

  

A Journey By Stages 
 
Many businesses and some churches are beginning to lift restrictions and open as part of the 
Governor's Phase 2 re-opening plan. As a reminder, we are following the guidelines given to us 
by our Bishops and Diocesan Leadership. All Episcopal Churches in Massachusetts are currently 
in Phase I, and gathering for public worship is not permitted until July 5th at the earliest. We are 
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forming a task force to look at how to prepare for the requirements that will be necessary for 
Phase II when modified and restricted forms of public worship may be allowed. Please reach out 
to any clergy member with questions you may have. Here is the full document that has been 
shared through our E-prophet newsletter, "A Journey by Stages."  
 
We will continue to live-stream our Sunday morning worship into the foreseeable future. To 
access the service, go to the Christ Church Website and follow the link.  

 

 

  

 
  

 

  

 

Christ Church Andover | 25 Central St., Andover, MA 01810  

Unsubscribe info@christchurchandover.org  

Update Profile | About Constant Contact  

Sent by info@christchurchandover.org in collaboration with
 

 

Try email marketing for 
free today!  

 

 

 

 


