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It is the Vision of Christ Church to be an open, welcoming Episcopal congregation living the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. In the power of the Holy Spirit, we seek to nurture our spiritual
growth through worship and prayer, learning and teaching, support and service. We aspire
to put God’s love into action within our own lives, in our congregation and in our world.

S

From the Rector’s Desk

trategic planning is something many are familiar with in a secular business context. It’s a process that involves looking to the future, formulating a competitive vision, strategizing, and laying out a plan for achieving
it, with ways to measure success. We don’t always think about the need for
churches to engage in something quite so calculating or competitive or success
-oriented as all this. But we do know from the wisdom of Proverbs that
“without a vision, the people will perish.” (Prov. 29:18)
And not only do we need a vision, but we need a plan for how we get there.
Whatever words we use to describe it, we’re talking about a process that
churches and organizations of all kinds undergo to sort out and clarify their
direction for the future.
We’re at one of those points now here at Christ Church.
On February 3-4 our Vestry, together with newly elected members and wardens, will go on retreat to continue a process we began last summer – a process of thinking and discussing and praying about “what’s next?” The Vestry
will be putting together a process that involves the entire parish in this conversation.

Services
February 22, 2012
7:00 a.m.
12:00 noon
7:30 p.m.
Holy Eucharist with the
Imposition of Ashes
in the church.

With the recent conclusion of our building project we have completed a cycle
Continued on p. 5...

Choral Evensong
Sunday, February 26 at 5:00 p.m.
Sung by the Parish Choir
Barbara Bruns, Director
Carolyn Skelton, Harpsichord

In This Issue
World Mission Sunday
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Come As You Are Service
P.3
Thrift Shop News
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Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis by Orlando Gibbons
Anthems by Henry Purcell
Remember not, Lord, our offences
Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of our hearts
Special prelude and postlude music will be played by Carolyn Skelton on a
harpsichord built by Carl Fudge in 1976. This beautiful instrument, currently
on loan to Christ Church and located in the apse of the church, belongs to
John and Carolyn Skelton.

Shrove Tues/Mardi Gras
Supper
p.5
Lenten Quiet Day
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Life at Christ Church
World Mission Sunday
February 19

W

e’ll observe the Episcopal Church’s World Mission Sunday at all three of our Sunday services:
8 a.m., 10 a.m., and 5 p.m. We’ll have two different guest preachers and one guest musician who will
speak to us from their experiences in some of today’s most
challenging global contexts.
Sunday Morning
At our two morning services, our guest preacher with be Ali
Lutz of Partners in Health, Haiti. Ali is helping us develop
our connection with CFFL, a new vocational training
school in Haiti’s Central Plateau, a joint undertaking between Partners in Health and the Episcopal Church. Here’s
a short bio provided to us by
Ali:
Ali fell in love
with God when
she was a young
person of about
10 years old, and
out of that love
has sought to
serve God by serving God’s people. In her quest to serve,
Ali lived in community with adults with disabilities in London; she worked in refugee resettlement in Boston and in
Atlanta, Georgia; she served as a lay minister for congregational development at Trinity Wall Street Episcopal Church
in New York City; and for the past three years she served
the poor in rural Haiti through an organization called Partners In Health. (She is pictured here with PIH founder,
Dr. Paul Farmer).
Ali has a bachelor’s degree in French and Comparative Literature from Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia. She
studied literature and human rights at the University of Geneva. She earned a Master of Divinity from Emory’s Candler School of Theology.
Ali is currently a postulant for ordination in the Episcopal
Diocese of New York and is completing a year of Anglican
studies at Yale Divinity School/Berkeley Divinity School.
Sunday Evening – Come as you Are!
At 5 p.m., our Come as You Are! Service will welcome Seth
Continued...

Goats for
Rwanda Update

A

huge thank you to all
who donated to the
Goats for Rwanda
campaign. This year was another big success with $6,002
raised, which adds up to 200
goats! 100% of these funds
will be sent to REACH Rwanda and used to buy goats
from local farms. REACH Rwanda will then give goats to
families who are known to be able to use them effectively.
Due to your generosity many Rwandan families will earn
income, have horsepower, fertilizer, and meat, as well as
breed more goats multiplying the benefit. Members of
Christ Church will be going to visit at REACH Rwanda in
May of this year. I'm sure we'll meet some of the families
who received goats and report back with an update!
This campaign will continue on the Christ Church website. There is a permanent Goats for Rwanda campaign
page where anyone can donate goats at any time right from
the web page via PayPal. Please send this link to anyone
who might want to donate www.christchurchandover.org/
goatsforrwanda.
For more information contact Michael Marcinelli at 978208-8400 or michael@marcinelli.com.
World Mission Sunday continued.

Wispelwey and Tracy Howe Wispelwey as guest preacher
and musician. Seth is the Protestant Chaplain at Babson
College and a graduate of the Boston College School of
Theology. Last year he spent a term with Christian Peacemaker Teams (CPT) in Columbia, South America, which
will be the focus of Seth’s reflections on our world mission
Sunday. Tracy is a singer/songwriter, composer and theologian, has been touring full time as an independent artist
since 2000, playing on university campuses, in prisons,
churches, living rooms and touring throughout North, Central and South America, and Africa. She plays acoustic and
electric guitar and was classically trained as a pianist. She is
also an electro-acoustic composer and fuses world sounds
and rhythms with her songwriting and poetry in live performances. She is currently studying at Harvard Divinity
School. Invite a friend to join you!
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Life at Christ Church
Of Martyrs, Place Settings &
Unkempt Hair:
Happy Valentine’s Day!

D

uring the years I taught high school, I would make
a point of telling the story of St. Valentine every
Valentine’s Day. First, I told the story because it
was essentially about a saint, and could realistically be considered part of my religion class curriculum. Secondly, I told
the story to help my overly emotionally and angst ridden
students get a hold on what the day truly was about—a
somewhat embellished story about the martyrdom of early
evangelists in Rome. Not a red rose or sweeping romantic
moment to be found therein. St. Valentine (not a proper
name, but a reference to ‘men who should be reverenced’)
may or may not have been a priest, bishop or martyr in the
3rd or 4th century, who may or may not have defied laws
against the practice of Christianity as established by the pagan Emperor Claudius. The story continues that after being
arrested for this offense, Valentine tried to convert the Emperor himself to Christianity. In response, he was beaten
and stoned, and when that didn’t take, he was beheaded. I
often enjoyed encouraging my students to write historically
accurate Valentine’s Day cards after this lesson (i.e. “I
would risk certain death just to make sure that you knew
about Jesus Christ! Happy Valentine’s Day!”).
But most people seem to be uninterested in the historicity
of Valentine’s Day, and more with the commercialism of
love (as evidenced by every store’s stock of pink and red
chocolates in early January). Love, we have come to assume,
means gifts; presents; material proof of an otherwise nebulous emotion. It means spending freely of our money, expecting grandiose gestures - expectations which have
morphed into the wedding industry as well (nothing says
true love more than elaborate place settings!). It permeates
our culture, and from my experience, especially impacts our
young people and their expectations about what love is and
means. The realities of love are less about the presents - and
more about self-giving, forgiveness, tenacity and sacrifice none of which sells nearly as well as carnations with a ribbon.
We forget as Christians, that we have images of love right at
our finger tips. In the giving of God’s son Jesus; in Jesus’
giving of himself, his love and his healing for those around
him who needed it; in the response that we have towards
God - that yearning love, to be one with the One who both
created and completes us. And in that love - that selfContinued...

Come As You Are Service

J

oin us on Sunday, February 19th at 5 p.m. for our
monthly Come As You Are casual Eucharist service. We
are especially pleased to have Seth Wispelwey, Protestant Chaplain at Babson College and Tracy Wispelwey,
singer/songwriter for the Restoration Project, joining us as
our preacher and lead musician! Come and join for a time
of prayer, silence, music and community. Learn more about
the work of Seth and Wispelwey at
therestorationproject.com/about.
Kit continued.

offering love, we are changed. We no longer live for ourselves, but our well-being is tied to that of another. We give
up control, we become vulnerable - we are no longer isolated beings, but inextricably bound up in one another’s joys
and sorrows. Ogden Nash references this in one of my favorite poems:
This is my dream,
It is my own dream,
I dreamt it.
I dreamt that my hair was kempt,
Then I dreamt that my true love unkempt it.
Our orderly notions that love will simply be a positive, benignly pleasing feeling are pushed aside when it comes to
true love. Everything that we had ‘kempt’ beforehand, will
be ‘unkempt’ when we are committed to another, or to others. The oft-repeated wedding reading from 1 Corinthians
13, “Love is patient, love is kind” passage - while beautiful,
is a tough passage to truly live into: humility; patience;
hopefulness; forgiveness, just as a starter. Those are the true
hallmarks of love - the hallmarks of our call as Christian
community, the hallmarks of our interpersonal relationships. We may often fall short, but love also reminds us that
it keeps no records of wrongs - and so we try again.
I pray that as our culture and our young people worry about
getting Valentine’s Day cards, or feel as though they need
romantic love to be a whole, recognized person—that we
can remind them, and ourselves, where our communal story
of true love first happened - not in Rome in the 3rd century,
but in God’s ever-loving, ever-giving, ever-forgiving relationship with his daughters and sons.
With love,
Kit+
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The Thrift Shop
The Thrift Shop Board

O

ur wonderful volunteers
are what keep the Thrift
Shop running like a welloiled machine. But like a machine,
it sometimes needs a jump start.
Fran described our dilemma to the Vestry in the fall when
she challenged each Vestry member to find one volunteer
apiece. Since then, Cheryl Cronin and Linda Borland have
both volunteered at the Shop, Kit has dropped in several
times to work when her schedule permits, and Jeff has committed to a monthly 3-hour shift during take-in! We are so
grateful for these additional volunteers ... and we can always
use more! We are betting they, too, will see what many people over the last 70 years have seen - what fun we have at
the Shop with other dedicated people AND at the same
time make a great contribution to our parish. Recently one
of our regulars, Margaret Bainbridge said “I remember
when the shop was open Friday evenings - no Saturdays at
all. It was the only time I could go, as I worked full-time
days. I was asked if I would fill in for Ginny Butcher who
left to have surgery. Ginny came back but then had to quit
so I took her place and have been here ever since on
Wednesday afternoons.” Thanks Margaret, Kit, Jeff, Cheryl
and Linda! And thanks, also, to JoAnne McConaughy who
stops in whenever she is downtown and has taken it upon
herself to keep the "downstairs" neat and tidy - a daunting
task.

Annual Meeting Election
Results
Senior Warden

1-year term

Jim Walker

Junior Warden

1-year term

Ellen Benedict

Treasurer

1-year term

Bill Hastings

Clerk of the Vestry 1-year term
Vestry Members

Christy Harvey, Director of Children’s Center

D

id you know that for the past 14
years, over 150 residents and
business professionals have contributed to our annual fundraising event? Many of our
friends and neighbors come together to support our school
by raising the money we need to offer a variety of family
and community events, fund two full-time scholarships, and
purchase equipment for our classrooms. This year we will
Continued on p. 5...

3-year term Brandon Bigelow (2015)
Chris Huntress (2015)
Jeff Modderno (2015)
2-year term Jackie Salvesen (2014)
1-year term TBA (2013)

Diocesan Convention Delegates (1-year term)
Iris Roskell, Frances J. Dodson

Deanery Representatives (1-year term)
Iris Roskell, Frances J. Dodson, Kathleen Bates,
Wardens (ex-officio)
Cemetery Trustees (1-year term)
Sheila Lowe, Barbara Gaunt, Nancy Cornell, Clive Fazioli
Marland Fund Trustees
3-year term
Randall Mayer
2-year term
Brandon Bigelow
1-year term
Andrew Caffrey

The Thrift Shop, located at 10 Park Street, is open MondayFriday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. and the first three Saturdays of the
month 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Friend us on Facebook!

Community Support
for Christ Church
Children’s Center

Frances J. Dodson

March Prophet
Articles Due

T

he deadline for the
March Prophet is
Friday, February
10.
By this date,
parishioners are encouraged to submit articles about the
life of the congregation, events or committees to Debbie
Moskal, (dmoskal@christchurchandover.org) Director of
Communications.
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Life at Christ Church
Shrove
Tuesday/Mardi
Gras
Pancake Supper
Hosted by the
J2A

Rector’s desk continued from p. 1.

that began with a similar Vestry retreat in 2003. At that
time, we established three exploratory committees – one to
assess our building needs; one to explore the possibility of
establishing a school in Lawrence; and one to take stock of
our Sabbath experience. Each of those efforts has born significant fruit in the life of our parish and in our sense of
mission.
Whether we talk about strategic planning or discernment of
our call, or something else, I like Frederick Buechner’s definition of a call, which can be true of an individual or a community, and which seems so important to who we are as a
church: The place God calls you to is the place “where
your deep gladness and the world's deep hunger meet.”
So, once again, we’re asking two basic questions: “Where is
our deep gladness?” and “What is the world’s deep hunger?” Where they intersect is where we will find our calling
and our direction for the years ahead.
Please pray for our Vestry and for our parish as we begin
this process. It will help to shape our work in the coming
years and the character of our life together. And hopefully
the fruit that is born of this process will feed not only us,
but future generations of Christ Church members and the
world we are called to serve in Christ’s name.
See you in church!

O

n Tuesday, February 21st please join the J2A
youth group for the annual Shrove Tuesday/
Mardi Gras Pancake Supper. Join us for a fun
evening of delicious pancakes, bacon, sausage, music provided by various Christ Church talents, the 53rd Annual
Christ Church Pancake Toss (complete with prizes!), crafts,
and finishing up with the burning of the palms. Bring your
singing voice and pancake tossing prowess! Please sign up
on the bulletin board outside the Parish Hall or RSVP to
Kit Lonergan by Sunday, February 19. Tickets are $8, or $25
for a family over three. Proceeds from the supper will go
toward J2A's Pilgrimage to Alaska this June. See you there!

Transitions
Baptisms
November 6, 2011
Ryan Jeffrey Palumbo
Son of Brandy King & Stephen Palumbo

CCCC continued from p. 4.

be hosting our annual Spring Social and Fundraiser on Friday, March 30, 2012 at The Andover Country Club. This
event will feature a silent auction highlighting unique gifts
from local businesses and community members.
Would you like to help? Please consider donating an item
for the silent or live auction. Do you have season tickets to
a local sport's team? Maybe a vacation home with a week
that you know will go unused? Or are you a budding artist,
ready to share your work? We would love to have you
showcase your donation at our event. Auction items are
greatly appreciated, and when you choose to make a donation, your family, business or organization will be highlighted as a sponsor of our event. Please contact Christy
Harvey at charvey@christchurchandover.org to join in the
fun!

January 8, 2012
Olivia Mae Bularzik
Daughter of Rebecca & Matthew Bularzik
Tyler Ryan Geoffroy
Son of Melissa & Christopher Geoffroy
William Kerr Nesbit
Son of Gillian & William Nesbit
Wedding
November 19, 2011
Kaleigh Winters Streeter & Travis Isaac Dingman
Memorials/Funerals
Oliver Ostergren Ward – November 18, 2011
Ruth I. Frank – November 29, 2011
Louise “Liz” Zeller Curley - February 3, 2012

The Prophet
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Lenten Quiet Day 2012
Saturday, February 25th
9 a.m. - 12 noon

Communities Together
2012 Lenten Services
February 22

February 29

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
390 Main Street, North Andover
Homilist: The Rev. Richard Night
Ashes and Communion
Forest Street Union Church
15 Forest Street, Methuen
Homilist: The Rev. Dr. A. S. Daley

March 7

South Church
54 Central Street, Andover
Homilist: TBA

March 14

Rolling Ridge Conference Center
Great Pond Road, North Andover
Homilist: The Rev. James Todd

March 21

First-Calvary Baptist Church
586 Massachusetts Ave., N. Andover
Homilist: TBA

March 28

Lawrence General Hospital,
Kurth Auditorium
1 General Street, Lawrence
Homilist: Hospital Staff

These services provide a variety of worship experiences
and foster understanding of the traditions of the host
churches. All services begin at 12:00 noon and are followed by a light lunch.

CHRIST CHURCH
RECYCLES...

T

hose popular musical greeting
cards are fun but they are a
recycling nightmare ... problem
is, they contain a computer chip and
button batteries that may include hazardous metals. These
cards should not be put into your garbage or curbside recycling bin. Instead, please take them apart and bring the
"innards" to a collection site. Suggestion: add them to the
CFL bin in the Parish Hall closet.

Sometimes I think of life as a big wagon wheel with
many spokes. In the middle is the hub. Often in ministry, it looks like we are running around the rim trying
to reach everybody. But God says, "Start in the hub;
live in the hub. Then you will be connected with all the
spokes, and you won't have to run so fast."
Henri J. M. Nouwen

J

oin us for a morning returning to the 'hub'. Lent is a
time of repentance, preparation, and examination of our
relationship with God. But before we can truly do any
of those things, we need to slow down to find out where
our hub -- our relationship with God -- is!
The morning will include spoken meditations, time for silence, time for prayer, time for reading or examination. This
will be a wonderful way to begin the Lenten season, and a
refresher for your soul. Questions? Please ask Rev. Kit.

Please Help

Communities Together
Lenten Underwear &
Diaper Drive

T

his will be the 15th year Communities Together (formerly Greater Lawrence Council of
Churches) has collected diapers, pull-ups and small
children’s underwear during Lent. Nearly 20,000 items were
collected last year alone. The collection is shared between
eight and 12 social service agencies able to reach those most
in need. Food stamps and WIC vouchers cannot be used to
purchase diapers. Unfortunately, the need never goes away
and, in fact, seems to increase during periods when our
economy is struggling. Poverty in Lawrence is still a significant problem, especially for young families with small children.
Please join the Wednesday morning worship group that
supports this worthwhile mission. Just one package will
make a difference to a youngster in need. Collection boxes
will be placed in the Parish Hall, well-marked for diapers,
pull-ups and undies. Please leave any size for diapers and
pull-ups and age 2/3 to 10/12 for boys and girls undies.
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Life at Christ Church
Women’s Group In February

Treasurer’s Corner

F

inancially we ended 2011 on a positive note. Pledge
fulfillment came in at 98.2%, and with careful attention to expenses, and deferring some spending, we
ended the year with a surplus of $5,586. We need to increase this carryover surplus to the 2012 budget by fulfilling
any remaining 2011 pledge balances as this totals $22.7K.

P

lease join the Women’s Group on Monday, February
13th at 7 p.m. (please note the early start) in the
Meeting Room for the film, forum and photo exhibit
Afghanistan: “View From A Grain of Sand”. This is a portrait
of three Afghan women through three decades of war with
intimate insights on how they survive, rebuild their lives and
help others. Discussion and Q&A to follow.
R a c h e l W i l l i am s , f r o m He l p W o m e n H e a l
(www.helpwomenheal.org) will join us to show the film,
some of her photographs she took while making the film,
and lead us in a discussion around this topic. All women are
welcome and feel free to bring a friend.

A “Thank You” from
Communities Together

C

ommunities Together is grateful to Christ Church
Andover for your generous donation toward the
“Birthday in a Box” (BIB) project at Manos Felices,
our children’s program at the Hancock Courts Housing
Project in Lawrence. Our after-school and summer program
at Hancock Courts provides a safe haven and educational
and enrichment activities for children in pre-school through
grade five. We aim to lessen the effects of poverty on the
lives of these young children.
Your donation financed a birthday party on December 29,
2011 for eight children in our program with December
birthdays. Your gift allowed us to schedule a birthday party
at a time when church volunteers were busy with other programs and unable to help. We sincerely hope Christ Church
will continue its support by sponsoring a birthday party next
year. The children at Hancock Courts look forward to these
events and are happy to know that the larger community
cares about them.

Currently, stewardship is behind where we were last year at
this time, and the 2012 budget requires an increase of $69K
in pledges over what we raised in 2011. Some of the budget
impacts to the 2012 budget are: $25K less carryover, Diocesan assessment increased by $7K, full year assistant rector,
Director of Christian Ed not fully funded by Hilton gift,
increasing our reserve on major building repairs by $10K,
and starting principal/interest payments on new $135K Bell
Tower loan. If we don't receive the required pledges to balance the budget by the March Vestry meeting, we will likely
have to reduce staff as this is the largest part of the budget.
Renew and Rejoice has outstanding pledges of $406K, with
$84K behind in the fulfillment schedule. Any pledge payments will help reduce our interest payments, and speed up
our $50K contribution to the Barbara Harris Camp.
Bill Hastings, Treasurer

Marland
Fund/Planned
Giving

B

e remembered for
your generosity by
leaving a lasting legacy by including the Parish
of Christ Church in your will. Simply leave our church a
specific sum of money or other asset. Some parishioners
designate a percentage of their estate “rest, residue and remainder” of their estate after all other bequests, debts and
taxes have been paid. Rest assured that by establishing the
Marland Fund, your gifts will be safeguarded and used for
specific purposes outlined in the charter.
Make Christ Church a priority when
preparing your will.
Need help? Have questions?
Call the Glebe House and leave a message for Jim Walker.
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Life at Christ Church
Rector
Assistant Rector
Minister of Music
Head Verger
Business Manager
Director of communications
Asst. for Membership Development
Director of Children’s Ministries
Director of the Children’s Center
Head Manager, Thrift Shop
Sexton
Sunday Sexton
Parish Office (Glebe House) - Tuesdays— Fridays
Parish Hall
Fax Number
Andover Thrift Shop
Christ Church Children’s Center
Emergency Pastoral Calls

JEFFREY SHILLING GILL — jgill@christchurchandover.org
Kit Lonergan— klonergan@christchurchnandover.org
BARBARA A. BRUNS — bbruns@christchurchandover.org
CATHERINE ROSEN
MARIA L. CHAN — mchan@christchurchandover.org
DEBORAH K. MOSKAL -- dmoskal@christchurchandover.org
MARY ANN LENNON — mlennon@christchurchandover.org
Carolyn H. Cuozzo chughescuozzo@christchurchandover.org
CHRISTY HARVEY— charvey@christchurchandover.org
FRANCES J. DODSON- andoverthriftshop@comcast.net
MARK POMERLEAU — mpomerleau@christchurchandover.org
PETER NOVELLO
978/475-0529 - Hours 9 AM - 3 PM
978/475-9707
978/475-9557
978/475-0957
978/475-4037
978/807-4687

Worship Schedule
Sundays
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist in the North Chapel
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist

Wednesdays
7:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist in the
North Chapel
followed by breakfast in the Parish Hall

The Parish of Christ Church - 25 Central Street - Andover, MA 01810-3780
Web Site Address – www.christchurchandover.org
Diocese of Massachusetts - Web Site Address - www.diomass.org
The Episcopal Church - www.episcopalchurch.org
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