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“From Mayflower to Marathon” - 400 Years of Congregational Song 
A festival celebrating a heritage of hymns, Psalms and patriotic songs 
Sunday, November 8, 2015, at 4:00 p.m.  
Christ Church, 33 Central Street, Andover, MA 
 
400 YEARS OF CONGREGATIONAL SONG TO BE CELEBRATED  
IN ANDOVER 
 
 A festival celebrating 400 years of congregational song will be held Sunday, November 8th at 

4:00 p.m. at Christ Church, 33 Central Street, Andover, Massachusetts. The program is sponsored by 

The Hymn Society in the United States and Canada, the Boston Chapter of the American Guild of 

Organists (AGO), and Christ Church, Andover. 

 “We believe that congregational song has the power to transform individuals and 

communities,” said Dr. Carol Doran, of North Andover, one of the festival presenters, who is also a 

composer of contemporary hymns.  “The purpose of this festival is to showcase the many ways in 

which it has been—and is being—used to unite communities in times of crisis.” 

One of the pieces to be sung during the festival will be a hymn written by the Rev. Dr. Carl P. 

Daw, Jr. of the Boston University School of Theology and set to music by Dr. Doran in the aftermath 

of the Marathon bombing.  “We hope that people from all over the greater Merrimack Valley area, 

and Essex and Middlesex and southern New Hampshire counties will join us,” Doran added. 

Peter Krasinski, Dean of the Boston AGO said his organization was inspired to participate in 

such a collaboration that demonstrates the importance that congregational song has had in worship 

through the centuries.  Mr. Krasinski, known internationally for his organ improvisations 

accompanying silent films, will improvise an organ prelude based on all of the tunes that will be 

sung during the festival. 

 Speaking on behalf of The Hymn Society, Joanne Reynolds commented that “We want The 

Hymn Society to be the first place people turn to for resources in congregational song, whether it’s 

for weekly worship purposes or in time of community crisis.”   Reynolds, who is chair of the 

Society’s Financial Development Committee, explains that The Hymn Society is in the process of 

raising $2.2 million to endow The Center for Congregational Song. “Because the Center’s programs 

will be both Internet and locally based, this festival will be a great opportunity to demonstrate how 

it will function.” 

There is no charge for admission. There will be an opportunity for a free-will offering.  A 

reception will follow the presentation in the parish hall of Christ Church. For further information, 

contact Barbara Bruns, Minister of Music at Christ Church in Andover, 

bbruns@christchurchandover.org.   

mailto:bbruns@christchurchandover.org

