The Prophet
Lent-Easter 2014
The Newsletter of the Parish of Christ Church
Interim Rector’s Lenten Thoughts
It has been a long Epiphany this year -- or at least it has felt like a long
Epiphany because of all the snow. So frankly, I am looking forward to Lent
because it usually brings with it the first signs of Spring! I think we will all
be ready for Spring this year! Spring brings a new chapter in our common
life story as it also brings an end to the chapter marked by the winter
cold.
This Lent is a special one in the life story of Christ Church. During this
Lent, the final candidates for Rector will be interviewed. The Rectory will
have the final touches put on its sprucing up for the new rector. During
this Lent we will continue with the Bible Challenge with nearly 60 members participating (and it’s not too late to start!) Our Diocese will elect a
new Bishop. All signs of new life and new chapters beginning.
We will enter the Lenten Madness with individual and community reflection on stories of the lives of Christians through out history, deciding
which ones we would choose over the others as our choice for “The
Golden Halo!” And for the good of our souls, we will watch movies together, a visual form of story telling, on Wednesday evenings over a simple dinner and then discuss their meaning to us as Christians.
All these are corporate stories for Lent also reflect our individual actions
of piety and service. I also encourage each of us to choose a means of enhancing your soul. Choose something that changes or enhances or transforms your personal story of relationship with God. As I have always said,
taking on something only for a season doesn't change one’s heart or galvanize one’s soul for Christ. It is taking on a new discipline or changing
one’s heart or changing one’s behavior permanently that does that. But
Lent can, and should be, a testing place of such self change aimed toward
bringing us closer to God, a change that will mark a permanent transformation in one’s life.
Many people begin by “giving up” something for Lent or taking on something for Lent and end up making that change permanent once Easter
comes. People I know have become vegetarians, worked as tutors for disadvantaged children, begun running, given up coffee or (heaven forbid)
chocolate and then continued to do as they began in Lent. Each has an
amazing personal transformation story to tell as the end result -transformation that changed their lives and brought them closer to God
in ways they could not have planned or imagined when they began their
Lenten practice.

Holy Week Schedule
Palm Sunday - April 13
8 & 10 a.m. Blessing of the Palms, Passion Reading and Holy Eucharist
Wednesday in Holy Week - April 16
7:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Healing
in the North Chapel
7:30 p.m. Taizé Service in North Chapel
Maundy Thursday – April 17
6:30 p.m. Fellowship Meal and Foot
washing in Parish Hall, followed by
Holy Eucharist and stripping of the
altar in the church
Good Friday – April 18
8:30 a.m. Ecumenical Walk starting at
St. Augustine’s, Andover
12:00 noon Good Friday Liturgy with
Holy Communion from the Reserved
Sacrament
2:00 p.m. Family Good Friday Service
7:30 p.m. Good Friday Liturgy with Holy
Communion from the Reserved
Sacrament
Easter Eve – April 19
8:00 p.m. The Great Vigil of Easter with
Holy Baptism
Easter Day – April 20
9:00 a.m. Festal Holy Eucharist with
Parish Choir, Angel Choir, St. Cecilia
Choristers & Brass
10:00 a.m. Easter Brunch
11:15 a.m. Festal Holy Eucharist with
Parish Choir & Brass (note change in
time from previous years)

Sometimes we start something in Lent and cannot, despite our best intentions, continue beyond Easter. I think that is a good metaphor for the human condition! During our lives we get glimpses of the “joy of heaven”,
“the peace that passes understanding,” “the intensity of God’s love for
us” and all things that will be in the “kingdom of God.” If we accomplish continued on page 3
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LENT BEGINS ON ASH WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5TH
LENT MADNESS!

Ash Wednesday Services

If you’re looking for a Lenten discipline that is fun, educational, occasionally goofy, and always joyful, join the parish-wide Lent Madness journey.
Lent needn’t be all doom and gloom. After all, what could be more joyful
than a season specifically set aside to get closer to God?

March 5th
Join us for Holy Eucharist with the imposition of ashes. Ash Wednesday services are:

What is Lent Madness 2014?
Grit, determination, perseverance. These are the traits,
along with the obvious one -- holiness -- that will be
needed to win the 2014 Lent Madness Golden Halo.
Based loosely on the NCAA basketball tournament, Lent
Madness pits 32 saints against one another in a singleelimination bracket. It is also a wildly popular online devotional designed to help people, both adults and children, learn about saints.
Here’s how it works: On the weekdays of
Lent, information is posted at
www.lentmadness.org about two different
saints. Each pairing remains open for 24
hours as participants read about and then
vote to determine which saint moves on to
the next round. Sixteen saints make it to
the Round of the Saintly Sixteen; eight advance to the Round of the Elate
Eight; four make it to the Faithful Four; two to the Championship; and
the winner is awarded the coveted Golden Halo.
The first round consists of basic biographical information about each of
the 32 saints. Things get a bit more interesting in the subsequent rounds
as we offer quotes and quirks, explore legends, and even move into the
area of saintly kitsch. It’s fun, it’s informative, it’s the saintly smack
down!
This all kicks off on “Ash Thursday,” March 6. There
are many ways to participate:
 Visit www.lentmadness.org and sign up to
vote daily online!
 Pick up your family copy of the Saintly Scorecard -- The Definitive Guide to Lent Madness
2014 at church on March 2nd. It contains biographies of all 32 saints to assist those who like
to fill out their brackets in advance, in addition to a full-color pull-out bracket.
 Vote on Sunday! We will have the saintpairings on the wall of the Parish Hall for the coming week, and
you can post your vote there—see who our congregation picks
as the winner of the Golden Halo!

7:00 a.m. in the North
Chapel
12 noon in the church
7:30 p.m. in the church

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
Tuesday, March 4th, 6:00-7:30 p.m.
in the Parish Hall
Hosted by the J2A Youth Group
Join us for great food, pancake toss, music
and burning of last year’s palms. It’s always
a fun family event! Donations accepted at
the door for J2A Pilgrimage - your generous
support is appreciated!

Lenten Quiet Day
Saturday, March 8th, 9 a.m.-12 noon
in the North Chapel and Meeting Room
Take some time at the beginning of Lent for
some silence and prayer. Led by Gale Davis.
Sign-up required by March 5th by sign-up
sheet on the bulletin board or by e-mailing
Gale at gdavis@christchurchandover.org
with your e-mail address and phone in case
of cancellation.

17th Annual Diaper and
Underwear Drive during Lent

Most needed items: diapers and pull-ups of
all sizes and NEW children’s underwear in
small sizes. Please bring your in-kind donations to church each Sunday in Lent. There
will be a collection box in the Narthex on
your way into church. As always, the collection will be distributed by Communities ToGale and Kit will discuss each week’s pairings at the 9 a.m. coffee gether to approximately 10 social service
hour during Lent. Look for weekly bracket updates in Parish Hall. agencies that serve needy families locally.
Join Us!
Thank you!
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The Latest from the Search
Committee

From the Assistant Rector

Lately I have been reading Christian Wiman’s book “My Bright Abyss: Meditation of a Modern Believer”. I read an excerpt of it months ago in an antholDuring the month of January, the Search ogy, and I finally bit the bullet to read this series of chunks/ meditations/
Committee held Skype interviews with stanzas of the editor of Poetry magazine, a 40-something year old who has
each of the ten candidates who made been diagnosed with a terminal and unpredictable form of cancer.
our long list. After the interviews and
much prayerful discussion the commit- It’s a chewy read to say the least. But I love it. Wiman finds himself drawn
tee decided to move forward with seven back into faith, and examines it with an editor’s or a poet’s eye—intrigued
candidates. During this next step in the and surprised by his own mid-life conversion/ reversion as anyone else. He
process, teams of three will be traveling writes of falling in love with his wife even while contemplating his own
to the candidate’s home parishes. Dur- death: “When I met Danielle, not only was that gray veil between me and
ing these visits, which will take place the world ripped aside, colors aching back into things, but all the particulars
during the end of February and begin- of the world suddenly seemed in excess of themselves, and thus more truly
ning of March, the teams will have an themselves… turning inward turned me outward too, to a world made radiopportunity to hear the candidates cele- ant by my ability to believe in it.” He describes a complex dance of beginbrate and preach, meet with references nings and endings, of love and loss, of art and illness, of how the “the void of
and have our first opportunity to talk to God and the love of God come together in the mystery of the cross.”
The season of Lent is when we too are asked to listen, to look, to watch for
the candidates face to face.
the intersection of where God is and isn’t, and where the love of God rests
After the parish visits the Search Com- on us in the midst of that. We are asked to look towards the cross, contemmittee will then prayerfully discern our plating hope and love in the shadow, no, the reality, of death. Traditional
short list of three to four candidates. Lenten practices would have us strip away all that would distract us from
The candidates on our short list will God—giving up sweets or irritating habits. But perhaps we could also try to
have an extensive background check lose ourselves this season in seeking God in those holy voids, in our own
that is done by the Diocese. The candi- lives, in those of our family, in the world around us.
dates will also visit Christ Church, where
What we offer for Lenten practices this year at Christ Church are not the trathey will meet with staff, the wardens
ditional penitential ones—although you are free to take them on as well!
and have final interviews with the entire
Instead, we invite you to join a community of seekers, looking for the holy in
Search Committee.
the ordinary—from watching movies with fellow spiritual pilgrims, to learnThis is an exciting time in our search ing about those who have lived lives in the midst of that intersection of life
process as we move closer to calling our and death, and who we call saints, all who lived and loved and lost among
next Rector. The Search Committee has us. The Zen notion of ‘beginner mind’ comes in handy here - that we are
worked incredibly hard over this past called to look anew in places we already assume that we are too familiar
year and as we get closer to the end of with, too comfortable living in. Join the seekers this season and perhaps we
this process we remain humbled by the can, together, discover a ‘world made radiant by our ability to believe in it’.
prayers and incredible support of the
parish. The committee has truly enjoyed
the whole process, getting to know both
each other and this parish in deeper and
more meaningful ways. As we look forward to the next steps of this process
with great anticipation and excitement
we ask for your continued prayers for
both the committee and our candidates
as we discern our future together. As
always if you have any questions or concerns do not hesitate to speak to one of
us on a Sunday or email us at
search@christchurchandover.org.

Blessings, Kit+
Interim Rector’s Lenten Thoughts continued from page 1
but one glimpse of any of these by our Lenten practice, then it will be well
worth the effort. If it leads us to permanent transformation, then celebrate
God’s Grace and generosity toward you. In response, consider sharing your
story so that you may be an inspiration for others.
Christians are people of stories. Through scripture we learn of God’s ongoing story of a relationship with creation and humankind, through studying
history and the saints we discover the story of our heritage. Through the
movies we will see together we will reflect on the story of our faith. Our
individual stories of discipline, giving, transformation will add to that profound story of God and God’s people. A blessed Lent to all! ~ Gale+
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Lenten Movie Series 2014: Sacred Stories
Wednesdays in Lent, 6-8:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall
Not all things ‘spiritual’ seem that way at first glance—join us for a simple dinner, followed by a movie during Lent!
Each movie invites us to see ordinary ‘religious’ themes in new creative ways. Discussion to follow each movie along
with dessert!

Movies and Dates:
“Up”: Beginnings and Endings
Rated: G
Wednesday, March 12th

“Babette’s Feast”: Abundance and Scarcity
Rated: G
Wednesday, March 19th
Note: SUBTITLES! This is a Danish film with English subtitles, so please bring your glasses!

“Wall-E”: Sin and Hope
Rated: G
Wednesday, March 26

“Love Free or Die”: Sin and Grace
Rated: Not Rated
Wednesday, April 2
Note: this is a documentary about the Rt. Rev. Gene Robinson, former bishop of New Hampshire.

“Whale Rider”: Death and Resurrection
Rated: PG-13
Wednesday, April 9
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Interested in Baptism?
Baptisms are always celebrated in the
context of our Sunday worship (10 a.m.
service unless otherwise noted), on the
principal feast days of the Christian
year. The dates for the remainder of the
2013-2014 program year are:
April 19th (Easter Vigil at 8 p.m.)
April 27th (Easter 2)
June 8th (Day of Pentecost)

Upcoming Music at Christ Church
Sunday, March 2, 2014
Four Choirs Festival at 4:00 p.m. at Grace Church, Salem, MA

The combined youth choirs of Christ Church, Andover, All Saints’ Church,
Chelmsford, Grace Church, Salem and the Cape Ann Choir School sing
If you are interested in baptism, either for “Lessons & Music for the Church Year” under the direction of Barbara
yourself or for your child, please contact Bruns, Maggie Marshall, Ryan Patten, and Mark Nelson
the clergy at least 5 weeks prior to your
Saturday, March 15 at 7:30 p.m.
preferred date. They will let you know
Fonda-Kaaij Duo
about baptism preparation.
Dutch musicians Douw Fonda, cello, and Martin Kaaij, guitar, perform
works including Franz Schubert’s Sonata in A Minor, Johann Sebastian
Bach’s Suite No. 3 in C Major for unaccompanied cello, and Joaquin Nin’s
Suite Espagnole.

Sunday, March 30
Organ Recital by Barbara Bruns at 4:30 p.m.
In Loving Memory of Robert Wallace Brownlee
Choral Evensong at 5:00 p.m.
Nicholas White, Conductor
Reiko Okamoto and Brent Erstad, Organists
Jane Harrison, Oboe

Baptism for Adults

The Parish Choir of Christ Church Andover and the Madrigal Singers of St.
Paul’s School, Concord, NH perform Nicholas White’s Magnificat and
Nunc Dimittis (The Lower Falls Service) and The Lord Is My Shepherd from
John Rutter’s Requiem.

The Easter Vigil was when the earliest
Christians presented themselves to reSunday, May 18 at 4:00 p.m.
ceive the sacrament of Baptism (after preConcert by Convivium Musicum
paring for it throughout Lent). While we
Michael Barrett, Conductor
prepare parents, families and individuals
“Found: Music in the Age of Exploration”
all year long for Baptism on our Sunday
The
age
of
European
exploration spread the Renaissance polyphonic traFeast Days, the Easter Vigil (see date and
dition,
especially
in
its
Iberian flavor, as far as the New World. Convivium
time above) is a wonderful time for adults
Musicum presents a program of works from both sides of the Atlantic by
to consider being baptized if you are not!
Guerrero, Victoria, Franco, Morales, and more.
Please be in touch with Rev. Kit by e-mail
at klonergan@christchurchandover.org or
April 13 - 20, 2014 - Holy Week & Easter Services - See page 1
by calling her at 978-475-0529, ext. 18 by
March 12, 2014 if you are interested in
Receptions in the Parish Hall follow all concerts and services.
Baptism.
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Holy Week
Maundy Thursday Changes
Maundy Thursday is the night in Holy Week when we commemorate the
Last Supper, the institution of Holy Eucharist, and when Jesus washed his
disciples’ feet and admonished them to do the same for each other and all
they encountered. We have liturgically celebrated this important night in
various ways over the years, and this year we are combining what has
been tradition here at Christ Church with experiences that Kit and I have Join others on the annual Good Friday
had in other parishes which we have served.
Prayer Walk, praying for our town, its
The service will begin at 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall with a meal, as people churches and other institutions. Coffee is
would have in the first century when they gathered for worship. Everyone available beginning at 8:15 a.m. at St.
is asked to bring finger food that requires no fork or knife to share with Augustine’s Church on Good Friday, April
others; pieces of baked chicken, cheeses, breads (pita or other rolls), fresh 18th. The walk begins at St. Augustine’s
vegetables with dips, olives, hummus, fresh or dried fruit, and wine or Church at 8:30 a.m., continues toward
juice. Such food would have been available to people in Jesus’ time and West Middle School, along Stevens St.,
such a meal might have been what they ate that last night.
and travels back up through the center of
We will gather around tables in the Parish Hall, pass the food and drink we town, stopping at several locations for
have brought to share and begin to tell the story of the Tritium, those last prayer and reflections. The walk takes
three days of Jesus’ life. As we tell it, as they would have told it, we will do about two hours, and ends at South
as they did. We will hear a reflection on the familiar words of scripture and Church. Prayers will be led by the local
we will wash each other’s feet (or at least it will be offered for all who wish clergy. Some people join in for a while and
to participate). We will pass the peace and then move together into the come and go. There usually are about 150
church for the end of the Eucharistic Prayer, share the bread and wine as people.
Jesus has asked us to, then sit quietly while the Altar Guild strips the altar.
We end the evening in silence, remembering what happened to Jesus that Easter Memorial Flowers & Music
night.
This way of celebrating that last night, filled with both love and betrayal, is
a quiet and participatory way to remember it all. It allows for both formality and freedom of expression. Children are welcome -- in fact encouraged
--to participate. It allows all of us of all ages to embody our connection to
that last night by doing what Jesus and his disciples did together. ~ Gale+

Easter Brunch
Join us for an Easter Brunch of pastries, appetizers, fruit and light sandwich platters. The
Easter Brunch is on Sunday, April 20th after
the 9 a.m. service or come early for the 11:15
a.m. service and celebrate the Risen Lord. If you can contribute to our table with food preparation, set up before the service or clean up after,
please contact Connie Molinaro at 978-441-2270 or
molinaroconnie@gmail.com. See you at the Brunch!

Easter Egg Hunt
During the Easter Brunch, we’ll have our annual Easter Egg
Hunt for the children out in the cemetery. Bring your baskets and bags!

Our talented and hard-working Flower
Guild, Minister of Music, and choirs are
making plans and preparations for Palm
Sunday and Easter at Christ Church. If you
would like to give memorial decorations or
music for Easter, please send your donations along with the name(s) of those you
would like to remember to the Glebe
House, 25 Central St., Andover, MA 01810.
Mark your check payable to Christ Church
with a memo notation on the envelope
marked “Easter Memorials.” The deadline
to have names printed in the Easter order
of worship is Wednesday, April 9th.
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Presentation of the Candidates for Bishop
Tuesday, March 18th at 6:30 p.m.
at Christ Church, Andover
Christ Church has been chosen as one of five churches to
host a Bishop Candidates’ “walk-about”, a time for delegates, laity, and clergy to examine the candidates who are
being called by God to this ministry. The people attending
will sit in many different rooms, and the seven candidates
for Bishop will then “walk about”, moving from room to
room and talking about themselves and answering questions. Please join us for this important informational
event! The election of the new bishop will take place on
Saturday, April 5th at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul in
Boston by the voting delegates and clergy of the diocese.

MONEY MONEY MONEY
~ An update on our finances ~
I know that most of you do not want to hear about MONEY
from the leadership of the parish. During the fall it seems
like every missive from the church is about MONEY. So
with respect for that sentiment, but still wanting you to
know where we stand at this point with both the pledge
campaign and the 2014 budget, I will try to be as brief and
as informative as possible.

First, I want to thank you for being so responsive to the fall
pledge campaign. We have raised over $515,000. That is
better than last year. Good for you and thank you! That is
good news because it allows the Vestry to have some capital for the new rector to make decisions that s/he would
like to make quickly. That is an enormous gift to give a new
New England Classical Singers Concert
rector and you are to be commended...That is the good
New England Classical Singers presents a concert of “Why I
Wake Early” by Ron Perera, text by Mary Oliver, plus works news.
by Copland, Fine, Carmichael and Berlin. Saturday, March The down side is that we only have 211 pledges. While we
8th at 7:30 p.m. at the Rogers Center at Merrimack Col- raised more than in the past year, fewer people are pledglege. Christ Church parishioners Meredith Price, Wendy ing. Ten years ago we had 313 pledges and each year since
Heckman and Barbara Kilduff will be singing. Tickets $20, the number has gradually declined. The distance between
$18 for seniors, free for children and students, available at the average and median pledges is growing -- also an indication that fewer people are pulling a greater portion of
Andover Bookstore.
the financial weight. This is something the Vestry is going
to be addressing in the coming months, and I anticipate
Women's Group Meetings
~ All meetings are from 7:30-9 p.m. in the Meeting Room that the new rector will be joining them in that work once
on board. A parish of this complexity and size needs to
unless otherwise noted ~
For transportation assistance, contact Marti Johnson at have closer to 300 pledgers.
978-276-5664. If you can help with refreshments, please This is a vibrant parish with signs of that vibrancy in all arcontact Sue Gramolini at suegramolini@verizon.net.
eas of our common life; from children's and youth minisMarch 10th - In keeping with a Holy Lent, we will meet for tries, to mission work locally and globally, to worship litan evening of prayer and meditation. Please join us for a urgy and music. This community will remain vibrant if everyone continues to be a piece of the puzzle -- but it truly
tranquil gathering of friends.
needs to be everyone. We are taking the puzzle down on
April 8th - Our own Sheila Lowe will teach us the art of
Ash Wednesday (as Lent begins), but it doesn't change the
Flower Arranging for the altar (which is just a dining room
sentiment or the facts -- everyone is needed. Your prestable, after all, so you can use her tips at home).
ence and your contribution of money and of your gifts and
May 12th - 5:00-9 p.m.: Field Trip! Labyrinth walk at Mer- talents are needed for the good of the whole community.
rimack College with dinner at Palmers afterwards.
It is no wonder to me that Jesus spoke of money more
than anything else. I would imagine that the folks in Palestine didn’t like it any more than we do. But sometimes
looking at money trends tells us stories that help us to examine ourselves reflectively and faithfully. The Vestry will
be doing this kind of work and will keep you posted on the
fruit of their reflection.
~ Gale+
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Dates to Remember
***Sunday, March 9***
Daylight Savings Time Begins Move Clocks Forward 1 Hour
Monday, March 10
Women’s Group - 7:30 PM
Tuesday, March 18
Bishop Candidates’ “Walkabout” - 6:30 PM
Sunday, March 30
Communion Enrichment Sunday
Organ Recital - 4:30 PM
Choral Evensong - 5:00 PM
Palm Sunday, April 13
8 & 10 AM services
Wednesday, April 16
7:30 p.m. Taizé Service
Maundy Thursday April 17
6:30 PM - Fellowship Supper & foot washing, followed by
Holy Eucharist and stripping of the altar
Good Friday - April 18
8:30 AM Ecumenical Walk
2 PM Family Good Friday Service
12:00 & 7:30 PM Holy Eucharist with reserved Sacrament
Easter Eve, April 19
8:00 PM Easter Vigil
Easter, April 20
9 AM & 11:15 AM Festal Holy Eucharist
10 AM Easter Brunch & Easter Egg Hunt
(between the two services)
Saturday, May 10
Crafts in the Park, Central Park, Andover

