The Prophet
Lent-Easter 2015
The Newsletter of the Parish of Christ Church
Rector’s Thoughts
“Now is the winter of our discontent.” (William Shakespeare)
Friends,

What a winter it has been. Epic. Historic.
There was a special joy that arrived this year with Ash Wednesday as we
head into the season of Lent – an old English word for “spring” – and look
forward to Easter -- “a consummation devoutly to be wished”, to quote
the Bard again.
On February 15 we took an unprecedented step, at least for me, and our
services on that Sunday morning were cancelled as a result of a storm
that was severe, poorly timed, and that came on top of a February full of
snow. Some churches rescheduled their services to Saturday evening, others experimented with “virtual services”, others simply cancelled services,
as we did, and a few churches remained open as best they could. While I
believe cancelling was the right thing to do in this instance, it brought
home to me just what it is that we, as a church, are about.
Yes, church is much more than Sunday morning worship services. We are
continually reminded about all of the things that church means to us,
from fellowship, formation and other activities to the care we give to one
another, the community and the world. Furthermore, we are the church –
the body of Christ. All of this is critical to remember. I, for one, would
question why we as a church exist if it is only to gather on Sunday morning.
Yet take that Sunday morning away and I would also question why we
exist. For centuries the church universal has been gathering each week,
on the “Lord’s Day”, the day of the resurrection, for worship, prayer, communion and to tell the story of God’s love.
Even as we resume our Sunday services I know that many of you have
found it difficult if not impossible to be in church. You have been missed
and our prayers have been with you. We look forward to having you back
with us when this winter loosens its grip. Still others are unable to be with
us during this season in their lives, and we pray for you as well and want
you to know that you are valued members of the body of Christ.
It is very rare that we as a church take a “snow day”. When we do, it causes us to reflect on just how much we value our weekly celebration of the
resurrection. It is absolutely essential to who we are and what we do. It
forms us into the body of Christ and strengthens us for his service. It is a
great blessing and a great joy. In our weekly gathering we find a deep and
abiding contentment that no winter can negate.

Holy Week Schedule
~ more details on page 6 ~
Palm Sunday - March 29
8 & 10 a.m. The Blessing of the Palms,
Passion Reading and Holy Eucharist
5:00 p.m. Choral Evensong
Wednesday in Holy Week - April 1
7:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Healing
in the North Chapel
7:30 p.m. Taizé Service in North Chapel
Maundy Thursday – April 2
7:30 p.m. Maundy Thursday Liturgy
with foot washing, Holy Eucharist
and stripping of the altar in church
9:00 p.m. - 12 midnight Church open
for prayer and meditation
Good Friday – April 3
8:30 a.m. Ecumenical Walk starting at
St. Augustine’s, Andover
12:00 noon Good Friday Liturgy with
Holy Communion from the Reserved
Sacrament
1:00-3:00 p.m. Church open for prayer
and meditation
7:30 p.m. Good Friday Liturgy with
music and Holy Communion from the
Reserved Sacrament
Easter Eve – April 4
8:00 p.m. The Great Vigil of Easter
Easter Day – April 5
9:00 a.m. Festal Holy Eucharist with
Parish Choir, St. Cecilia Choristers &
Brass
10:00 a.m. Easter Brunch & Egg Hunt
11:00 a.m. Festal Holy Eucharist with
Parish Choir & Brass

A collect for Sundays:
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious
resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through continued on page 2
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LENT AT CHRIST CHURCH
18th Annual Diaper and
Underwear Drive during Lent

Lenten Series
“Episcopal 101”
Sundays in Lent, 5-7 p.m. in the Meeting Room
On Sunday evenings at 5:00 p.m. we will offer a discussion and education forum entitled "Episcopal 101". This "Introduction to the Episcopal
Church" is designed not only for those who are new to the Episcopal
Church, but even for "cradle Episcopalians" who will enjoy hearing the
story again (or you might even learn something you never knew!).
Look for information on these sessions in the eProphet and the Sunday
Prophet, as well as on our website. A light meal of soup and bread will
follow the discussions. Each forum will be held in the Meeting Room.
All are welcome.
+++

Lenten Movie Series 2015: “I will, with God’s help”
Wednesdays in Lent, 6-8:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall
Our Baptismal Covenant contains five questions following the creedal
portion that have become beloved of many Episcopalians as we consider how we should live out our faith. Each of these questions is answered with “I will, with God’s help”. Our Lenten Movie Series will
offer an opportunity to reflect on each of those questions and what we
are called to do as the Body of Christ. Discussion to follow each movie
along with dessert! See page 3 for the schedule of movies.

Most needed items: diapers and pull-ups of
all sizes and NEW children’s underwear in
small sizes. Please bring your in-kind donations to church each Sunday in Lent. There
will be a collection box in the Narthex on
your way into church. As always, the collection will be distributed by Communities Together to approximately 10 social service
agencies that serve needy families locally.
Thank you!
Rector’s Thoughts continued from page 1
our worship of you, that the week to come
may be spent in your favor; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
With blessings,
Michael

Hear Ye! Hear Ye!
Are you (or someone you care about) having trouble hearing during worship? Please join us for a meeting on Sunday,
March 8 at 11:30 in the front pews to speak with a representative from Boston Soundworks. He will present options
for hearing assist devices, such as individual headsets. It is imperative we know how many parishioners need hearing
assistance, and the type of hearing devices they currently use (if any), so we can make an informed decision to meet
the needs of parishioners. If you (or someone you care about) has difficulty hearing in worship, please inform the rector, office or Helen Pickard (hearing aide wearer). If you (or someone you care about) has a hearing deficit or experiences hearing challenges during worship, please fill out the survey and return it to the office.
How well do you hear and understand speakers during worship?
very poorly
somewhat poorly
not quite well enough
well
very well
depends on the speaker
depends if at lectern or hand-held mic
Comments: ______________________________________________________________________________________
Do you use hearing assist devices?

Yes

No

If yes which type of hearing device do you use?

analog

digital

unknown

Would you use an individual headset for hearing assistance if available? (looks like a transistor radio with headphones or earbuds)
Yes No
Comments: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Return before March 8, 2015 to the office, or give to Rev. Hodges or Helen Pickard.
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Lenten Movie Series 2015: “I will, with God’s help”
Wednesdays in Lent, 6-8:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall
Our Baptismal Covenant contains five questions following the creedal portion that have become beloved of many Episcopalians as we consider how we should live out our faith. Each of these questions is answered with “I will, with God’s
help”. Our Lenten Movie Series will offer an opportunity to reflect on each of those questions and what we are called
to do as the Body of Christ. Discussion to follow each movie along with dessert!
Wednesday, February 25th
Chocolat
Rated: PG-13
“Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?”

Wednesday, March 4th
The Trip to Bountiful
Rated: PG
“Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?”

Wednesday, March 11th
The Apostle
Rated: PG-13
“Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?”

Wednesday, March 18th
Amazing Grace
Rated: PG
“Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?”

Wednesday, March 25th
What’s Eating Gilbert Grape
Rated: PG-13
“Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?
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Senior Warden’s Report
I’ve always said that there’s a reason February is the shortest month –
and now, ¾’s of the way through, for sure it seems like it’s gone on
way too long! It seems to me that nerves and patience are frayed at
best. I have been working hard at looking for the good – the spectacular sunrises and sunsets many days, the lengthening of each day, the
brightness of the sun as it reflects on the pervasive whiteness outside,
but at the same time so mindful of those who are without homes, or
food, or heat, or warm clothes.
The recent eProphet with a link to the story of the gentleman and his
family in Rwanda, Jean Damascene Rutaganda, who will have a house
built because of the generous donations of Christ Church parishioners,
gave me pause. The snow we have had this month, although most
certainly disruptive and frustrating, has not been life-changing in the
greater picture of the good that comes from our loving God.
At our February Vestry meeting, we welcomed our three new Vestry
members, Josh Reifsnyder, Jayne Miller, and Michael Marcinelli, as
well as our Clerk, Bobbie McGuire. The primary role of the Vestry is to
oversee the finances and the property of the Church. Our Vestry goes
on a working retreat to Barbara C. Harris Camp and Conference Center
on February 27-28 where we will set the foundation for the coming
year. You can expect to see our results posted in the Parish Hall that
following Sunday.
If you have not yet taken the opportunity to pledge for 2015, you have
most likely been contacted by a Vestry member, and thank you for
having sent in your pledge. If you haven’t, please send it in to the
Glebe House, or put in the offering plate on Sunday. In the Episcopal
Church, pledges are the primary vehicle that funds our budget, although non-pledge contributions are always appreciated as well.

Ice dams, snow on roofs, and frigid temperatures have not been kind
to our old buildings, and we most certainly have some repair work in
the coming weeks. I’m searching for a way to see just how this is preparing us all in the time of Lent – perhaps the anticipation of a new
beginning….
We are delighted to announce that we have hired a Director of Finance, Cristen Mugford, and she will be starting in the next few
weeks. We hope to have a part-time sexton before too long and look
forward to eliminating the additional tasks on staff members to cover
this job.

As always, if you have any concerns, thoughts, or questions for a Vestry member, please ask anyone wearing a pink nametag! Blessings for
a Holy Lent.
Alison Novello
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Interested in Baptism?
Baptisms are always celebrated in the
context of our Sunday worship (10 a.m.
service unless otherwise noted), on the
principal feast days of the Christian
year. The dates for the remainder of the
2014-2015 program year are:
April 4th (Easter Vigil at 8 p.m.)
April 12th (Easter 2)
May 24th (Day of Pentecost)
If you are interested in baptism, either for
yourself or for your child, please contact
the rector at least 5 weeks prior to your
preferred date. He will let you know about
baptism preparation.

Summer Camp at BCH!
Our wonderful diocesan BCH Camp in
Greenfield, NH is now accepting registrations for children entering 4th-9th grades
for summer camp. The program builds upon the opportunities presented by the
wonder of God’s creation found in nature
and the camper’s distance from the distractions of everyday life. BCH is an open
and affirming community where all campers feel accepted, loved, and are able to
develop authentic friendships. Campers
learn important lessons and gain new perspectives as they live and play in a community focused on Christian values. You can
register online at www.bchcenter.org/
camp. If your child has never been to BCH
and you are in need of financial assistance,
Christ Church has one full campership.
Please contact Rev. Hodges to express
your interest.

The Lent-Easter 2015 Prophet

Page 5

NEW STAFF MEMBERS
New Director of Finance

Welcome Seminarian Sandi Albom!

It is a pleasure to announce that we
have hired Cristen Mugford to join the
staff at Christ Church as our new Director of Finance, beginning in midMarch. Cristen will have as her initial,
primary task converting our accounting
system to Automated Church Systems
(ACS), which we use for our membership data, so that we will have a completely integrated data system. In that
process she will also be evaluating our
financial management practices, exploring the consolidation of our bookkeeping and providing accounting advice.
Having worked in a similar capacity at
University Presbyterian Church in Chapel Hill, North Carolina, as well as Park
Street Church in Boston, Cristen comes
with a solid background in accounting as
well as the experience and enthusiasm
for church financial management. Welcome, Cristen!

It is a great joy to announce that we will be welcoming a seminarian to
Christ Church this year.

Have You Made a Pledge Yet
for 2015?
THANK YOU to everyone who has
pledged for 2015. We have so far received $449,520 from 169 pledging families. If you have not pledged yet, we
hope you will consider doing so! We still
have a ways to go to meet our goal of
$550,000 from 250 pledging families for
this year. You can find blank pledge
forms in the back of the church (they’re
neon green, you can’t miss them!). You
can also make a pledge by downloading
a pledge form by clicking here and mailing it to the Glebe House, 25 Central St.,
Andover, MA 01810, or by emailing Maria at mchan@christchurchandover.org.
If you would like to donate stock to the
church and need instructions for your
broker, please contact Allen Townsend
at allenltownsend@outlook.com.

Sandi Albom is a student at Episcopal Divinity School who lives in Manchester, NH and is in discernment about ordination in the diocese of New
Hampshire. As a seminarian Sandi will offer
much to us as a community, but the primary focus is on her continued learning and discernment -- i.e. she is not a "very poorly paid additional staff member". As such, Sandi and I have
identified three primary areas that she will be
working on. The first, and perhaps most visible,
will be preaching. Sandi will be preaching approximately one Sunday per month during her
time with us. The second area is outreach. Sandi will be learning about all
of our outreach programs and will also be a resource. Finally, as part of her
continued discernment, Sandi would like to explore the differences between ordained and lay ministry, and we will be working together to define how we might best engage in that discernment.
Sandi comes with a wonderful background in the church and in her professional and personal life. She brings a positive, ebullient personality and I
am certain we will all benefit from her ministry and enjoy her presence
with us. I know you will all welcome Sandi to Christ Church and that she
will benefit greatly from this community of faith.
Faithfully,
Michael

+++

A little more about Sandi:
Sandi Albom is a seminarian in her second year of the Masters in Divinity
(MDiv) program at The Episcopal Divinity School in Cambridge, MA. A lifelong Episcopalian, Sandi grew up in Ansonia, CT, where she began her journey of faith at Christ Episcopal Church. She and her husband Bob, a professor at Southern New Hampshire University, now reside in Manchester, NH,
where she is a parishioner at Grace Church. She has enjoyed a career as a
registered nurse, nursing leader and healthcare consultant. Sandi will join
us for most of 2015 as a seminary student in supervised field education.
She is most excited about exploring the many facets of Christ Church Andover’s vital faith community “living the Gospel of Jesus Christ”.

Next Haiti Trip
Christ Church, in coordination with St. Anne's in-the-Field in Lincoln, is beginning to plan for a trip to Haiti in either June or July of this year. Travel
dates and details have yet to be determined, but if you are interested in
being part of this trip please contact Michael Marcinelli at michael@marcinelli.com. No commitment is required at this point until further details are solidified, but we would like to include those who may be
interested in the planning process.
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HOLY WEEK AT CHRIST CHURCH
Holy Week and Easter Schedule
~ See full schedule on page 1 ~
We have made a few changes this year from last year’s schedule, but in
some cases, we’re going back to the schedule we used to have.
On Palm Sunday (March 29th), besides the morning services at 8:00 a.m.
and 10:00 a.m., we will offer a service of Choral Evensong at 5:00 p.m. This
beautiful service will include Maurice Duruflé’s Requiem, and will be sung Join others on the annual Good Friday
by the combined choirs of Christ Church, Andover and Christ Church, Ham- Prayer Walk, praying for our town, its
churches and other institutions. Coffee is
ilton-Wenham.
On Wednesday of Holy Week (April 1st), we’ll again offer a lovely Taizé available beginning at 8:15 a.m. at St. AuService at 7:30 p.m. in the North Chapel. On Thursday, April 2nd at 7:30 gustine’s Church on Good Friday, April 3rd.
p.m., we’ll have the Maundy Thursday Liturgy with foot washing, Holy Eu- The walk begins at St. Augustine’s Church
charist and stripping of the altar in church. We will not have a meal on at 8:30 a.m., continues toward West MidMaundy Thursday this year. The church will be open for prayer and medi- dle School, along Stevens St., and travels
tation on Maundy Thursday from after the 7:30 p.m. service until midnight, back up through the center of town, stopas well as on Good Friday (April 3rd) from after the 12 noon service until ping at several locations for prayer and
3:00 p.m. The beautiful Easter Vigil (considered the most important and to reflections. The walk takes about two
some, the “best” service of the year) will be on Saturday, April 4th at 8:00 hours, and ends at South Church. Prayers
p.m., beginning outside around the Easter fire where the Paschal candle is will be led by the local clergy. Some people
lit, and moving into the Parish Hall in darkness, and finally into the light of join in for a while and come and go. There
the church where we will celebrate the Risen Lord. The two services on are usually about 150 people who particiEaster morning (Sunday, April 5th) are back at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m., with pate.
the Easter Brunch and Easter Egg Hunt in between.
Join us for as many of these meaningful services as you can!

Easter Memorial Flowers & Music

Between the services on Easter Day:
Easter Brunch
Join us for an Easter Brunch of pastries, appetizers, fruit and light sandwich platters. The
Easter Brunch is on Sunday, April 5th after the
9 a.m. service. Or come early for the 11:00 a.m. service and celebrate the
Risen Lord. If you can contribute to our table with food preparation, set up
before the service or clean up after, please contact Connie Molinaro at 978
-441-2270 or molinaroconnie@gmail.com. See you at the Brunch!

Easter Egg Hunt
During the Easter Brunch, we’ll have our annual Easter Egg
Hunt for the children out in the playground and in the Rectory yard. Bring your baskets and bags!

Our talented and hard-working Flower
Guild, Minister of Music, and choirs are
making plans and preparations for Palm
Sunday and Easter at Christ Church. If you
would like to give memorial decorations or
music for Easter, please send your donations along with the name(s) of those you
would like to remember to the Glebe
House, 25 Central St., Andover, MA 01810.
Mark your check payable to Christ Church
with a memo notation on the envelope
marked “Easter Memorials.” The deadline
to have names printed in the Easter order
of worship is Wednesday, March 25th.
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Spring is coming and so is
Crafts in the Park!
Saturday May 9th, 10-4
40th Year of this popular event!
Upcoming Music at Christ Church
Sunday, March 15 at 4:00 p.m. (rescheduled from February 8)
Treble Choirs Festival at 4:00 p.m. at Christ Church Andover
The combined youth choirs of Christ Church, Andover, All Saints’ Church,
Chelmsford, and the Cape Ann Choir School sing Evensong under the direction of Barbara Bruns, Maggie Marshall and Mark Nelson.

Palm Sunday, March 29 at 5:00 p.m. (rescheduled from March 1)
Choral Evensong
sung in memory of Donald Teeters

Christ Church is well into organizing our
3rd year hosting Andover’s oldest juried
crafts fair. The last two years have proved
to be both a fun community activity and a
terrific fundraiser. Last year more than 60
parishioners participated. Again this year
we are looking for Greeters to welcome
the craftspeople, show them to their location and check in with them during the
day. Several shifts are available. Clean up
people are needed throughout the day for
general pick up and at the end of the day
for the final sweep of the park. Watch for
e-Prophet information and sign-up sheets
on the bulletin board.

Herbert Howells' Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis (Collegium Regale)
Maurice Duruflé’s Requiem
Combined Choirs of Christ Church, Andover &
Christ Church, Hamilton-Wenham
Anney Barrett, mezzo-soprano
Kate Jensik, cello
John Russell, Music Director
Barbara Bruns, Organist

March 29th- April 5th - Holy Week & Easter Services - See page 1
Saturday, April 25 at 7:00 p.m. (rescheduled from March 1)
Organ Recital by Reiko Okamoto
Works of J.S. Bach, Hina Sakamoto, Maurice Duruflé

Sunday, May 3 at 4:00 p.m.
Concert by Convivium Musicum

Michael Barrett, Conductor
We are also looking for additional people
Sweelinck
willing to have a lawn sign. Those who live
in a location with good exposure/traffic A special program designed by Convivium’s founder, Joel van Lennep, feaare most desirable. We will contact you if turing the music of Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck, the most famous Dutch
composer of the late 16th and early 17th centuries. Tickets $20/$12 stuyou have hosted a sign in the past.
dents, seniors, limited income - Free admission for children under 18
If you know of a store/office willing to post
a small flyer, let us know. If you are willing
Friday, May 29 at 8:00 p.m.
to deliver it, all the better! Flyers will be
50th Anniversary Celebration of John Skelton
available in mid-April. To help, contact KaAndrew Scanlon & Jacob Street, Organists
ren Herman at kvwherman@verizon.net
or
Debbie
Kelley
at
Receptions in the Parish Hall follow all concerts.
dkelley105@hotmail.com.
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Did you know that Sermons are available Online?
Even if you miss a Sunday at Christ Church, you can still listen to the
sermon. Within a few days of a sermon being given, we have it up
on our website. As you know, our new rector doesn't read his sermons, but you can click on a link to listen to a recording of them! It's
not exactly the same as being in church, but you'll certainly feel like
you were there with us!

The Parish of Christ Church

www.christchurchandover.org

Christ Church Staff

Dates to Remember

The Rev. Michael Hodges, Rector
mhodges@christchurchandover.org

***Sunday, March 8***
Daylight Savings Time Begins: Move Clocks Forward 1 Hour

The Rev. Jim Dodson, Associate for Pastoral Care
jdodson@christchurchandover.org

Sunday, March 15
Communion Enrichment Sunday - 10:00 AM service
7th Annual Treble Choirs Festival - 4:00 PM

Sandi Albom, Seminarian

5

Barbara A. Bruns, Minister of Music
bbruns@christchurchandover.org

Palm Sunday, March 29
8 & 10 AM services
5:00 p.m. Choral Evensong

Mary Ann Lennon, Director of Communications
mlennon@christchurchandover.org

Wednesday in Holy Week - April 1
7:30 p.m. Taizé Service

Cristen Mugford, Director of Finance

Maundy Thursday - April 2
7:30 PM - Liturgy for Maundy Thursday

Maria L. Chan, Business Manager
mchan@christchurchandover.org

Good Friday - April 3
8:30 AM Ecumenical Prayer Walk
Christy Harvey, Director of Christ Church Children’s Center 12:00 & 7:30 PM Holy Eucharist with reserved Sacrament
charvey@christchurchandover.org
Church open after noon service until 3 PM for silent prayer
Beth Barnard, Head Manager at Andover Thrift Shop
andoverthriftshop@comcast.net

Easter Eve - April 4
8:00 PM Easter Vigil

Matt Tringali & Emily McDowell, Sunday Sextons

Easter - April 5
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Festal Holy Eucharist
10 AM Easter Brunch & Easter Egg Hunt
(between the two services)

Catherine Rosen, Head Verger
Parish Office (Glebe House)

978-475-0529

Andover Thrift Shop

978-475-0957

Christ Church Children’s Center

978-475-4037

Christ Church mailing address:
25 Central St., Andover, MA 01810
Website Address - www.christchurchandover.org

Saturday, April 25
4:30 p.m. Organ Recital of Reiko Okamoto
Saturday, May 2
Christ Church Landscape Day
Saturday, May 9
Crafts in the Park, Central Park, Andover
10:30 a.m. Confirmation service at St. Anne’s, Lowell

