The Prophet
Lent-Easter 2016
The Newsletter of the Parish of Christ Church
Rector’s Thoughts
Dear friends in Christ,
In her achingly beautiful novel Lila Marilynne Robinson creates
an enduring title character. As we learn about Lila, an orphan, a
hard-scrabble woman, a failed prostitute, a woman who cannot
trust anyone, a woman whose shame knows no bounds, and
now the wife of a country preacher in the fictional town of Gilead, Iowa, there may not be all that much we can relate to. And
yet… and yet.
One of the many stunning lines in the novel comes from Lila’s
reflections as she seeks to understand “existence” and as she is
coming into contact, for the first time, with a deep faith that
cannot easily be dismissed. She ponders, “Clean and acceptable.
It would be something to know what that felt like, even for an
hour or two.”
I wonder how many of us, good and respectable though we be,
do not wonder this same thing – what it would be like to feel
clean and acceptable, even for an hour or two.
This season of Lent leading to Holy Week and the great feast of
the Resurrection is our yearly call to allow ourselves to feel clean
and acceptable. We begin by “coming clean” and acknowledging
our mortality on Ash Wednesday, as we are called to the observance of a holy Lent. These observances, our practices and
disciplines, are not intended to make us feel even more miserable and unacceptable, but rather to prepare our hearts, like a
field being plowed and made ready for the seed, so that we may
experience the profound mystery that in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ, we are clean and acceptable.
At the Easter Vigil we will hear this proclamation during the singing of the ancient hymn, the “Exsultet”: “This is the night when
all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of sin, and
are restored to grace and holiness of life”. Clean and acceptable.
What gloom of sin might you need to be delivered from? What
grace and holiness of life might you need to have restored?
Might your deepest prayer be to feel clean and acceptable before God?
May these seasons of Lent and Easter be holy for you and may
you know the mystery of God’s grace and love – a God who calls
you clean and acceptable through the gift of Jesus Christ.
With blessings,
Michael

Annual Meeting
The 180th Annual Meeting of the Parish of Christ
Church will take place on Sunday, February 21st
at 11:30 am in the Parish Hall. A light lunch will be
served, and childcare will be available. Come be a
part of the conversation!

Holy Week Schedule
~ more details on page 6 ~

Palm Sunday - March 20
8 & 10 a.m. The Blessing of the Palms, Passion
Reading and Holy Eucharist
Wednesday in Holy Week - March 23
7:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Healing
in the North Chapel
7:30 p.m. Taizé Service in the North Chapel
Maundy Thursday – March 24
7:30 p.m. Maundy Thursday Liturgy with foot
washing, Holy Eucharist and stripping of the
altar in the church
9:00 p.m. - 6:00 a.m. Church open for prayer
and meditation
Good Friday – March 25
8:30 a.m. Good Friday Ecumenical Walk starting
at St. Augustine’s, Andover
12:00 noon Good Friday Liturgy with Holy
Communion from the Reserved Sacrament
7:30 p.m. Good Friday Liturgy with music and
Holy Communion from the Reserved Sacrament
Easter Eve – March 26
8:00 p.m. The Great Vigil of Easter
Easter Day – March 27
9:00 a.m. Festal Holy Eucharist with Parish Choir,
St. Cecilia Choristers, Angel Choir & Brass
10:00 a.m. Easter Brunch & Egg Hunt
11:00 a.m. Festal Holy Eucharist with Parish Choir
& Brass
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LENT AT CHRIST CHURCH
Lenten Series
“The Practice of Prayer”

19th Annual Diaper and
Underwear Drive during Lent

Sundays in Lent, 5-7 p.m. in the Parish Hall
Join us for a Lenten Study on Sundays in Lent at 5:00 p.m. beginning on
Sunday, February 14 and running for five Sundays. We will convene in
the Parish Hall for an hour-long discussion followed by a light meal of
soup and bread. This year we will be exploring the
book The Practice of Prayer by Margaret Guenther. If
this title seems a little daunting and perhaps guiltinducing, it did also to the author. As she writes in the
introduction: "We practice because we are not yet perfect, because we know that we have much to learn."
So, you do not have to be an active pray-er, nor even
have an active prayer life in order to join us. Nor do
you have to purchase and read the book to join in the
conversation. Everyone is welcome! Should you wish to purchase the
book it is readily available online in several formats.

Most needed items: diapers and pull-ups of
all sizes and NEW children’s underwear in
small sizes. Please bring your in-kind donations to church each Sunday in Lent. There
will be a collection box in the Narthex on your
way into church. As always, the collection will
be distributed by Communities Together to
approximately 10 social service agencies that
serve needy families locally. Thank you!

Lent Madness
If you’re looking for a Lenten discipline that is fun, educational, occasionally goofy, and always joyful, join the parishwide Lent Madness journey. Lent needn’t be all doom and gloom. After all, what could be more joyful than a season
specifically set aside to get closer to God?

What is Lent Madness 2016?
Grit, determination, perseverance. These are the traits, along with the obvious one -- holiness -- that will be needed to
win the 2016 Lent Madness Golden Halo. Based loosely on the NCAA basketball tournament, Lent Madness pits 32
saints against one another in a single-elimination bracket. It is also a wildly popular online devotional designed to help
people, both adults and children, learn about saints.
Here’s how it works: On the weekdays of Lent, information is posted at
www.lentmadness.org about two different saints. Each pairing remains open for 24 hours as participants read about and then vote to determine which saint moves on to the next round. Sixteen saints
make it to the Round of the Saintly Sixteen; eight advance to the Round of the Elate Eight; four
make it to the Faithful Four; two to the Championship; and the winner is awarded the coveted Golden Halo.
The first round consists of basic biographical information about each of the 32 saints. Things get a
bit more interesting in the subsequent rounds as we offer quotes and quirks, explore legends, and
even move into the area of saintly kitsch. It’s fun, it’s informative, it’s the saintly smack down!
Here’s how to participate:
 Visit www.lentmadness.org and sign up to vote daily online!
 Come to the 9:00 a.m. Conversations with the Clergy in the Parish Hall during Lent. We will be discuss each
week’s pairings of saints. Look for weekly bracket updates in the Parish Hall. Join Us!
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Lenten Movie Series 2016
Tuesdays in Lent, beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the Rite-13 Youth Room downstairs from the Parish Hall
~ Discussion to follow each movie along with dessert! Join us! ~
Tuesday, February 16th
The Mission
Rated: PG -- 2:06
18th century Spanish Jesuits try to protect a remote South American Indian tribe in danger of falling
under the rule of pro-slavery Portugal.
Starring Robert De Niro & Jeremy Irons

Tuesday, February 23rd
Doubt
Rated: PG-13 -- 1:44
A Catholic school principal questions a priest's ambiguous relationship with a troubled young student.
Starring Meryl Streep, Philip Seymour Hoffman, Amy Adams

Tuesday, March 1st
Inside Out
Rated: PG -- 1:42
After young Riley is uprooted from her Midwest life and moved to San Francisco, her emotions - Joy,
Fear, Anger, Disgust and Sadness - conflict on how best to navigate a new city, house, and school.
Animated by Pixar

Tuesday, March 8th
A River Runs Through It
Rated: PG -- 2:04
The story about two sons of a stern minister -- one reserved, one rebellious -- growing up in rural
Montana while devoted to fly fishing.
Starring Craig Sheffer, Brad Pitt, Tom Skerritt

Tuesday, March 15th
Brooklyn
Rated: PG-13 -- 1:51
An Irish immigrant lands in 1950s Brooklyn, where she quickly falls into a romance with a local. When
her past catches up with her, however, she must choose between two countries and the lives that exist within.
Starring Saoirse Ronan, Emory Cohen, Domhnall Gleeson
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Children’s Ministries
I have been enjoying my new position here as Director of Children’s Ministries tremendously since joining the staff in July.
I am currently in the middle of our Communion Enrichment program, and
I love meeting new kids and spending more time with our regulars. We
have two more classes, and then we celebrate our enrichment with two
culminating activities. On Saturday, March 5, we have a retreat here at
Christ Church. The Children bake the communion bread, arrange sanctuary flowers, and learn about setting the altar. The day closes with a potluck lunch with all the families. The very next day, March 6, is Communion Enrichment Sunday, during which the children will celebrate communion with their families. Thank you enormously to the many volunteers who make this program a blessing every year.
This Easter we are again looking forward to our annual Easter egg hunt!
With the support of our Children’s Ministry Board and the youth groups,
we are confident that all the children will enjoy this time of great fun and
rejoicing. The hunt will be held between the 9:00 and 11:00 services.
Once again, weather will determine if the hunt will be indoors or outdoors.
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Interested in Baptism?
Baptisms are always celebrated in the
context of our Sunday worship (10 a.m.
service unless otherwise noted), on the
principal feast days of the Christian
year. The dates for the remainder of the
2015-2016 program year are:
March 26 (Easter Vigil at 8 p.m.)
April 10th (Easter 3)
May 15th (Day of Pentecost)
If you are interested in baptism, either for
yourself or for your child, please contact
the Rector at least 5 weeks prior to your
preferred date. He will let you know about
baptism preparation.

On May 1 the Children’s Ministry Board will recognize and thank this
year’s church school teachers for the outstanding job they have done.
The teachers will be celebrated during the announcements at the 10:00
service, and then the celebration will continue with a coffee hour in their
honor, provided by the Children’s Ministry Board and church school parents.
On May 8 we will celebrate Mother’s Day with our third Children’s Chapel
of the year. Children will participate in the 10:00 service as bell-ringers,
ushers, vergers, and lectors. Please contact Kristin Everett or Kathy Serrano if your child would like to participate.

Summer Camp at BCH!

Our wonderful diocesan BCH Camp in
Greenfield, NH is now accepting registrations for children entering 4th-9th grades
On May 15, church school children will rejoin the 10:00 early in order to
for summer camp. The program builds upgather around the baptismal font in the back to watch the morning’s bapon the opportunities presented by the
tisms. If your child is too small to go to the back unaccompanied, please
wonder of God’s creation found in nature
feel welcome to take your child to the back so they can see the proceedand the camper’s
ings.
distance from the
June 5 will be our final church school Sunday, and we look forward to distractions of evehaving as many children join us as possible to celebrate a fantastic church ryday life. BCH is an
school year!
open and affirming community where all
Thanks so much to the church school families, teachers, volunteers, and campers feel accepted, loved, and are able
Christ Church staff who have worked hard to make this year so fantastic! to develop authentic friendships. Campers
I appreciate you all greatly.
learn important lessons and gain new perKristin Everett, Director of Children’s Ministries
spectives as they live and play in a community focused on Christian values. You can
Women’s Group
register online at www.bchcenter.org/
Do your homework for Women’s Group! On February 22nd we will dis- camp. If your child has never been to BCH
cuss four sermons by Rev. Fleming Rutledge - copies are available at the before, and you are in need of financial
back of the church or from SueGramolini@Verizon.net. On March 14th assistance, Christ Church offers one full
we will review the novel March by Geraldine Brooks available from Merri- campership. Please contact Rev. Hodges to
mack Valley Library Consortium - your local library. We don’t grade express your interest.
homework - please join us for these discussions!
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Senior Warden’s Report

Happy 75th Anniversary, Andover Thrift Shop!

This time last year we were in the throes of snow
– and this year while some of us are longing for
snow, many of us are reveling in this unseasonable weather (and the occasional crocus raising its
little head out of the earth). Yes, Lent comes just
about as early as it can this year, but perhaps we
are ready to embrace its holiness as we yearn for
the spring that will come. We have several wonderful Lent offerings at church this year to help
us ponder this season.

Our very own Andover Thrift Shop has reached its
Semi sesquicentennial Anniversary - 75 years of continuous operation!

Because our Annual Meeting is now a month later than it has been in the past; this change was
made so that our reports and financials could be
in better order for presentation. The Vestry has
worked hard on a budget for 2016. Creating a
budget that is based on our income is an exercise
in faith when we do not have all of our pledges
in. Commitment Sunday, the day we first asked
for annual pledges, was in October and we started working on the budget at that time! If you
haven’t yet pledged, you can do it online through
this link on our website, or pick up a pledge card
at the back of the church. A very heartfelt thanks
to all of you who have pledged. Although a
pledge is the most helpful manner for the Vestry
to know what to anticipate, it is by no means the
only way to show our thanks for what we have
been given. All things come from thee O Lord,
and of your own have we given thee

This is quite a milestone for a venture with humble beginnings. In
1941 several parish ladies with a $50 loan from the Vestry set up
shop on Post Office Ave. By 1964, after several moves to increase
space, the Thrift Shop itself advanced the funds for the Church to
buy the current building at 10 Park
Street. It was placed under the management of Park Street Realty Trust.
In 1976 with money earned by the
Thrift Shop, the mortgage on the
property was paid off. That is no small feat accomplished by many
hours of dedicated service by an unknown but HUGE number of
volunteers. And we continue to this day.
As the ladies did on opening day, the Shop will be serving refreshments to customers and volunteers on Monday, February 8th. That
day, we will begin “75 Days of Celebration” running through April
22nd. Look for balloons to welcome all and special events and a
raffle during that time. There will always be something new happening!
On Friday, April 22nd our official 75th Anniversary Celebration will
be held in the Parish Hall in the evening. More details to follow.

If you have never been into the Thrift Shop, now is the time to
come by and see what we do. There is a great family of volunteers
that come for 3- hour shifts Monday thru Friday, and the full 4-hour
shift on Saturday. We welcome new volunteers all the time. We are
I write this as I anticipate my last Vestry meeting. willing to train and have different positions available.
This has been a wonderful experience for me, Part of our ministry at the shop includes the responsible recycling of
and I would encourage you all to become in- clothes and household goods from people who no longer need
volved in Christ Church if you are wanting some- them to people who do need them. This happens daily with all the
thing ‘more’ in your spiritual life and want to get items donated and then sold but it also happens on a regular basis
involved with some fun folks! At the end of Feb- with items - especially clothing - that does not sell. These are picked
ruary the new Vestry will go on retreat to Barba- up by a wonderful lady, Lola, who takes them to several homeless
ra C. Harris Camp and Conference Center to plan shelters. She spreads them out for people in need to take what they
the coming year. The Capital Needs Task Force, want at no cost. Unsold sheets and towels are taken to the MSPCA,
which recently gave a presentation of their find- and blankets are brought to a shelter in Lowell. Our "world faings to the Parish, is an example of what came mous" dollar racks are also a boon to many shoppers who send
out of last year’s Vestry Retreat, so stay tuned clothing to relatives abroad.
for what will come from this year’s!
An idea by a small group of women to start a business to benefit
As always, if you have any concerns, thoughts, or parishioners and local residents has not only thrived but matured to
questions for a Vestry member, please ask any- support the greater Merrimack Valley community and beyond.
one wearing a pink nametag! Blessings for a HoHAPPY 75th ANNIVERSARY ANDOVER THRIFT SHOP!
ly Lent.
May we enjoy many more years of camaraderie and service.
*History details from The Andover Thrift Shop, a booklet written by
Alison Novello
Edith Cady and Nancy Demers, with help from several others in
Senior Warden
May, 1983.
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HOLY WEEK AT CHRIST CHURCH
Holy Week and Easter Schedule
~ See full schedule on page 1 ~
On Palm Sunday (March 20th), join us for
services at 8:00 a.m. or 10:00 a.m.
On Wednesday of Holy Week (March 23rd),
we’ll again offer a lovely Taizé Service at
7:30 p.m. in the North Chapel. On Thursday,
March 24th at 7:30 p.m., we’ll have the
Maundy Thursday Liturgy with foot washing,
Holy Eucharist and stripping of the altar in church. We will not have a meal
on Maundy Thursday this year. The church will be open for prayer and
meditation on Maundy Thursday from after the 7:30 p.m. service until 6:00
a.m. on Good Friday. You can sign up with Laurie Hodges to sit for an hour
during the night. Good Friday services will be at noon and at 7:30 p.m. The
beautiful Easter Vigil (considered the most important and to some, the
“best” service of the year) will be on Saturday, March 26th at 8:00 p.m.,
beginning outside around the Easter fire where the Paschal candle is lit,
and moving into the Parish Hall in darkness, and finally into the light of the
church where we will celebrate the Risen Lord. The two services on Easter
morning (Sunday, March 27th) are at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m., with the Easter
Brunch and Easter Egg Hunt in between.

Between the services on Easter Day:
Easter Brunch
Join us for an Easter Brunch of pastries, appetizers, fruit and light sandwich
platters. The Easter Brunch is on Sunday,
March 27th after the 9 a.m. service. Or come
early for the 11:00 a.m. service and celebrate
the Risen Lord. If you can contribute to our
table with food preparation, set up before the
service or clean up after, please contact Connie Molinaro at 978-441-2270
or molinaroconnie@gmail.com. See you at the Brunch!

Easter Egg Hunt
During the Easter Brunch, we’ll
have our annual Easter Egg Hunt
for the children. Bring your baskets and bags!

Join others on the annual Good Friday
Prayer Walk, praying for our town, its
churches and other institutions. Coffee is
available beginning at 8:15 a.m. at St. Augustine’s Church on Good Friday, March
25th. The walk begins at St. Augustine’s
Church at 8:30 a.m., continues toward
West Middle School, along Stevens St.,
and travels back up through the center of
town, stopping at several locations for
prayer and reflections. The walk takes
about two hours, and ends at South
Church. Prayers will be led by the local
clergy. Some people join in for a while and
come and go. There are usually about 150
people who participate.

Easter
Memorial
Flowers &
Music

Our talented and hard-working Flower
Guild, Minister of Music, and choirs are
making plans and preparations for Palm
Sunday and Easter at Christ Church. If you
would like to give memorial decorations or
music for Easter, please send your donations along with the name(s) of those you
would like to remember to the Glebe
House, 25 Central St., Andover, MA 01810.
Mark your check payable to Christ Church
with a memo notation on the envelope
marked “Easter Memorials.” The deadline
to have names printed in the Easter order
of worship is Tuesday, March 15th.
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Spring is coming and so is
Crafts in the Park!
Saturday, May 7th, 10-4
41st Year of this popular event!
Upcoming Music at Christ Church
Friday, February 12 at 8:00 p.m.
A Program of Spirituals - Voice Recital
Terry Morgan, Soprano
Leonardo Ciampa, Pianist
Iris Roskell, Reader
Sunday, March 6 - Lent IV
Organ Recital at 4:30 p.m. - Henry Lowe, Organist
Church of the Redeemer, Baltimore, MD
Choral Evensong at 5:00 p.m.
J.S. Bach's Cantata No. 150 with chamber orchestra
Combined choirs of Christ Church, Andover &
Christ Church, Hamilton-Wenham
John Russell, Conductor
Barbara Bruns, Organist

Christ Church is well into organizing our
4th year hosting Andover’s oldest juried
crafts fair now in its 41st year. The last
March 20 - 27 - Holy Week & Easter Services - See page 1
three years have proved to be both a fun
community activity and a terrific fundraisFriday, April 29
er. Last year more than 65 parishioners
Organ
Recital
at
8:00
p.m. - Philip Brisson, Organist
participated. Again this year we are lookCathedral of the Assumption, Louisville, KY
ing for Greeters to welcome the craftspeople, show them to their location and check
Sunday, May 1
in with them during the day. Several shifts
8th Annual Treble Choirs Festival at 4:00 p.m.
are available. Clean up people are needed
Hosted by All Saints’ Church, Chelmsford
throughout the day for general pick up and
at the end of the day for the final sweep of The combined treble choirs of Christ Church, Andover, All Saints’ Church,
the park. Watch for e-Prophet information Chelmsford, and the Cape Ann Choir School sing a festival service of anand sign-up sheets on the bulletin board. thems, hymns and spirituals under the direction of Barbara Bruns, Maggie
We are also looking for additional people Marshall and Mark Nelson.
willing to have a lawn sign. Those who live
in a location with good exposure/traffic
are most desirable. We will contact you if
you have hosted a sign in the past.
If you know of a store/office willing to post
a small poster, let us know. If you are willing to deliver it, all the better! Posters will
be available in mid-April. To help, contact
Karen Herman at kvwherman@verizon.net
or Debbie Kelley at
dkelley105@hotmail.com.

Sunday, May 22
Organ Recital at 4:30 p.m. - Mark Dwyer, Organist
Church of the Advent, Boston
Choral Evensong at 5:00 p.m.
World Premiere of “Andover Service” by Nicholas White
Combined Choirs of Christ Church, Andover &
St. Paul’s School Madrigal Singers
Nicholas White, Conductor
Barbara Bruns, Organist
Receptions in the Parish Hall follow all musical events.
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CCCC Now Enrolling for September 2016

Have You Tried our Online Directory Yet?

Enrollment for the 2016-17 school year is underway! Christ
Church Children’s Center is now accepting application
forms from currently enrolled students, their siblings, and
church members. Pledging church members receive preference in enrollment in
all of our programs! For
more information or to
schedule a tour, please
call us at 978-475-4037
or e-mail Christy Harvey
at charvey@christchurchandover.org .

The link to Christ Church’s Online Directory is available by
clicking here. It’s always on the homepage of our website
and in the eProphet each week under “Quick Links”. It is a
secure link, and only those parishioners whose e-mail address is in our church database can log in and access the
information in it. Parishioners can look up each other’s
contact info, make changes to their own contact info, upload photos of themselves and their families, and view
their own financial payments to the church. Please note
that this program is only available to members of Christ
Church Andover, and is for the private use of its members
only. Try it out!

The Parish of Christ Church

www.christchurchandover.org

Christ Church Staff

Dates to Remember

The Rev. Michael Hodges, Rector
mhodges@christchurchandover.org

Sunday, February 21
Annual Meeting
Sunday, February 28
Rabbi Goldstein from Temple Emanuel preaches (10:00)

The Rev. Jim Dodson, Associate for Pastoral Care
jdodson@christchurchandover.org

Sunday, March 6
Communion Enrichment Sunday - 10:00 AM service
4:30 PM Organ Recital by Henry Lowe
5:00 PM Choral Evensong
Kristin Everett, Director of Children’s Ministries
***Sunday, March 13***
keverett@christchurchandover.org
Daylight Saving Time Begins: Move Clocks Forward 1 Hour
Mary Ann Lennon, Director of Communications
Sunday, March 20 - Sunday, March 27
mlennon@christchurchandover.org
Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter services (See p. 1)
Cristen Mugford, Director of Finance
March 27-April 7
cmugford@christchurchandover.org
Interfaith Trip to Israel
Maria L. Chan, Business Manager
Friday, April 22
mchan@christchurchandover.org
Andover Thrift Shop 75th Anniversary Reception
Susan May, Sexton
Tuesday, April 26
Parish-wide
Fellowship
Dinner (watch for details!)
smay@christchurchandover.org
Friday, April 29
Christy Harvey, Director of Christ Church Children’s Center
8:00
PM
Organ
Recital by Philip Brisson
charvey@christchurchandover.org
Sunday, May 1
Beth Barnard, Head Manager at Andover Thrift Shop
4:00 PM Treble Choirs Festival, All Saints’, Chelmsford
andoverthriftshop@comcast.net
Saturday, May 7
Matt Tringali, Emily McDowell, Caroline Huntress,
Crafts in the Park, Central Park, Andover
Lauren McDowell, Sunday Sextons
Sunday, May 15 - Day of Pentecost
Catherine Rosen, Head Verger
Sunday, May 22
4:30
PM
Organ
Recital by Mark Dwyer
Parish Office (Glebe House)
978-475-0529
5:00 PM Choral Evensong
Andover Thrift Shop
978-475-0957
Sunday, June 5
Christ Church Children’s Center
978-475-4037
Last day of Church School & Youth Groups
and Teacher Appreciation
Christ Church mailing address:
June 28 - July 4
25 Central St., Andover, MA 01810
J2A Pilgrimage to New Mexico
Website Address - www.christchurchandover.org
Barbara A. Bruns, Minister of Music
bbruns@christchurchandover.org

