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It is the Vision of Christ Church to be an open, welcoming Episcopal congregation living the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. In the power of the Holy Spirit, we seek to nurture our spiritual 
growth through worship and prayer, learning and teaching, support and service. We aspire 
to put God’s love into action within our own lives, in our congregation and in our world.  
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From the Rector’s Desk 
 

I 
t‘s hard to believe that as I write this on a Saturday afternoon in late Oc-
tober that we‘re preparing for our first big snowstorm of the year.   The 
leaves have not yet totally fallen from the trees, Halloween and All 

Saints‘ have not yet come – and yet, we‘re expecting January weather.   
 

As troubling (and troublesome!) as this might be, it is a reminder that the 
month of November brings with it the shortening of days, darkness by late 
afternoons – and finally, at the end of this month, the beginning of Advent.   
We enter a new mode during this time of year.  The long season of liturgical 
―ordinary time‖ (that long green season following Pentecost) will become 
something extraordinary.  During Advent our unsettled restlessness and 
anxieties find expression in a season of waiting and anticipation – hopeful-
ness for the fulfillment of all that we most deeply long for.  It can feel like 
looking down a long, dark tunnel, but year after year, we finally come once 
again into the light. 
 

But there is so much before us this month as we close out ―ordinary time.‖  
November 6 is All Saints Sunday.  The 13th is our long-awaited ―Pipe Sun-
day‖ when our new organ will arrive.  The 20th is Christ the King Sunday 
(our unofficial patronal feast day) – and then Advent I on the 27th.  It‘s not 
really very ―ordinary‖ at all in some ways!   
 

And perhaps the most extraordinary thing of all will be on that First Sunday 
of Advent when we make our way back into our newly renovated church!  
Yes, we‘ll still have a few finishing touches to be completed, but we‘ll once 
again be able to worship in the space that we have thought about so much 
over these past months.  It will be a joyful day of celebration for us all. 

Continued on p. 5... 

  Christmas 

Greens 
 

D 
o you plan to 
use fresh 
greens this 

Chr is tmas? Chr is t 
Church needs you to support our Christmas 
wreaths and greens fundraiser. You can 
choose from high-quality arborvitae, balsam, 
magnolia and exotic wreaths. Roping and 
poinsettias will also be available. 
 

Doubling your donation will provide a 
wreath for a family in need. Prices will be the 
same as they have been for the past two 
years. We are striving for 100% participation 
from the parish to make this a success. 
 

Pre-ordered greens can be picked up Friday 
night, December 2 between 5 and 7:00 p.m. 
and on Sat. Dec. 3 from 9 a.m. until noon. 
 

Look for your pre-order form in this Prophet. 
 

Please help to make this a successful fund-
raiser as well as a great way to decorate your 
home for Christmas! 

Community, Connection, & Yes, Commitment! 

 

P 
lease keep these things in mind as you consider your financial commit-
ment to Christ Church for 2012: 
 

 Staff – With a new fulltime Assistant Rector and a new part-time Di-
rector of Children's Ministries on our staff for a full year, staff costs 
will rise, even with no raises. 

 Buildings – Our desire (and our need) for a building reserve fund for 
future capital needs will add significantly to our budget. 

 Health care – Costs will go up by 8% in 2012. 

 Bell Tower – Interest on a loan we took out for emergency repairs will 
begin to come due this year. 

 Diocese – Our commitment to the wider church increases according 

Continued on p. 7...  
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Taste and See Open House!  

November 8th, 5:30 - 7 p.m.  

in the Meeting Room 

 

A 
re you new? New-ish? Dropper-inner? Once-in-a-
while-er? Coming back after a long time? Been 
around, but haven't really connected with other 

folks? Christmas and Easter only? 
  
We want to welcome you no matter what your 'status' or 
how often you join! Drop by for a drink and snack on Tues-
day, November 8th between 5:30 - 7 p.m.! Meet a few folks 
from the church (including your clergy and Vestry), get to 
know people not in the after-church rush, and give us a 
chance to know you better! 
 
Questions? Feel free to email or call Kit at 978-475-0529 
ext. 18! 

Vestry Notes 

Alison Novello, Sr. Warden 
 

Updated By-laws 
 

For many years Christ Church has operated under By-laws 
that were written (we think) in the 1940s. You may remem-
ber that at our Annual Meeting in January, the revised By-
laws were voted on.   In September, they were approved by 
the Standing Committee of the Diocese and included the 
change of vestrypersons from the age of 21 to 18.  This was 
of concern to parishioners.  When you see Jay Donovan, 
please thank him for spearheading this monumental en-
deavor. The By-laws can be read on the Website at the bot-
tom of the ‗About Us‘ page, under ―Christ Church‖. 
 

Christmas Fair  
 

Due to the unknown time frame for the construction, and 
difficulty in finding interested chairs, the fair this year will 
only feature the ever-popular Greens Sale.  If you feel like 
the Christmas Fair is something that you don‘t want to have 
disappear into the past, and are willing to make the fair hap-
pen, please talk to any Vestry member.  Not only has the 
Fair been a wonderful part of our Christ Church commu-
nity for over 75 years,  it is a day filled with wonderful  con-
nections – we need to get the commitment part as well!   
See more information about this year‘s sales elsewhere in 
this issue.  
 

Building: the finish line is in sight!!   
 

YES, this is the month!  On Sunday, November 13th, come 
dressed to help unload the 18-wheeler filled with the 3000+ 
parts of our organ!  At this writing we are hopeful that we‘ll 
be worshipping in the church by the end of this month – 
the first of Advent!   How many of us – when we moved 
into the Parish Hall right after Easter – really believed we‘d 
be back for Advent?  On time and under budget!!    These 
past six months have seen a lot of activity in our sanctuary 
and the recent weeks are focused on the finish work in our 
new place.   The new chancel wooden floor is complete and 
the new windows are in. The floor tile will be set by the 
time you are reading this. The finish carpentry is well under-
way. The doorway to the balcony has been cut and the stair-
case is being framed and sheet rocked;  the finish carpentry 
for the staircase may not be finished by November 13th.  
The church has received its ‗once every 150 years‘ cleaning 
– from the highest part of the ceiling on down.   That‘s a lot 
of dust and grime and you‘ll notice how much brighter the 
wood looks – even without the new and improved lighting! 

The Tower 
 

The scaffolding is down from the repair work on the tower.  
The Vestry is very aware of the need to do similar work on 
the remaining three walls, and ultimately on the entire build-
ing.  This very costly endeavor is something that we need 
funds for.  In order to fund the tower wall that has just 
been done, we have taken a loan out.  This is not something 
we wanted to do. If maintaining our physical beauty of our 
building is something that pulls at your heart strings, please 
talk to Jeff Gill, Alison Novello, or Jim Walker.   

 

The Church Budget for 2012 
 

The Vestry is working on the budget for 2012 which will be 
presented to the Parish at our Annual Meeting on January 
29th.  We have balanced the budget for the past 8-9 years, 
without touching any investment funds.  It is your pledge 
that makes this happen, so if you haven‘t already prayerfully 
pledged, please help us out by doing so.  Ultimately it is 
your pledge that determines what we have to budget with. If 
you need a pledge card, please  pick one up at the table out-
side the Parish Hall or call or stop by the Glebe House. 
 

Vestry Nominating Committee 
 

The Nominating Committee of the Vestry will be starting 
work this month to fill open positions.  If you or someone 
you know might be interested is serving, please speak to 
Alison Novello or Jim Walker. Continued... 

Vestry notes continued.  

mailto:klonergan@christchurchandover.org
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Kit’s Column 

The Rev. Kit Lonergan 
 

R ecently an article ran on Boston.com about Kristen 
Kelliher, a high schooler in Vermont who has suc-
ceeded in becoming the youngest female 

‗highpointer‘—someone who has climbed to the top of 
every highest point in every one of the lower 48 states. At 
just over 17 years old, the stamina and motivation alone for 
the hiking were astonishing to read about. But it was the 
slide show of pictures of her at the top of each of the 48 
mountains in 48 states which was really the interesting part 
of the article for me. 
 

Kelliher is almost never alone in the pictures; she is always 
surrounded by family members. It obviously started out as a 
family experience, one where you can tell by the dates that it 
was a Columbus Day or Memorial Day long weekend, driv-
ing into nearby states to have a family climb. Then came 
Spring Breaks (by the April dates!), and then summer 
month-long vacations. In each photo, she is surrounded by 
her pieced-together family: mother, brother, stepfather and 
two half-brothers, each one growing up before your eyes in 
the pictures spanning nearly ten years. They drove together, 
climbed together or in various duos—you can see her and 
her brother in some of the photos, many with her and her 
stepfather. She may have been the ‗highpointer‘, but it was 
clear—perhaps inadvertently, that she was never alone dur-
ing her sojourns. 
 

I love that image of family. I love the idea that family can 
come together not only because of blood ties, but because 
they are joined together in a mission which will change each 
one of their lives (although Kristen was the only one who 
got credit for it). In the end, it was not the climbing that 
impressed me, but the commitment to a crazy idea on the 
part of a family, and their ten-year support of it. It didn‘t 
happen in a year, or even two, but in bits and pieces over 
time. And they have been changed for it. 
 

I think of our future as a parish family in this way. Churches 
are often referred to as ‗families‘, and they do act as such at 
times - very closely, filled with vulnerability, and often with 
disagreements. But they are also supports for one another. 
They accompany members through their own hikes up im-
possible mountains, they encourage us to take one more 
step to the top, and often, they are the communities who 
remind us just who we are in Christ—that we are each be-
loved even though we might not be directly related to one 
another. We, too, are a pieced-together family, learning to 

live and thrive together.  
 

What does church mean to you? What are the images that 
come to mind when you think of what your church is? Is it 
simply a building, simply the place where we stop by on 
Sundays? Or is it more than that—a community who will 
climb unreasonable heights to be with you in your joy and 
in your challenges? Is it a place just for your children to 
―grow up in the faith‖, or maybe in accompanying them, are 
you offered something for yourself, for your own Spirit?  
 

The series of image after image of a family growing up and 
expanding as we see them atop every high point (some very 
high, such as in Washington, some not so high, as in Flor-
ida), was unexpectedly moving for me. It wasn‘t about the 
heights. It was about the journey that they took to get to 
those heights—in bits and pieces, all going together, no 
matter the age, no matter the height. In the end, it was Kris-
ten who was the ‗highpointer‘, but my guess is that their 
entire family was transformed by the experience of coming 
together, dreaming big, and then making it happen all to-
gether, no one left out.  
 

May we be as radical in our vision of church as the Kellihers 
were in their vision of family. 

Continued... 

Kit’s Column continued. 

United Thank  

Offering 
 

 UTO Vision: We will significantly 
impact the lives of women and chil-
dren  because of Christ’s love. 

 
  

O 
n Sunday, November 20th, we will be gathering 
the United Thank Offering. Every cent collected 
from these boxes will go to helping women world-

wide. What a wonderful way to thank the women in our 
lives. Boxes and envelopes are available at church on Sun-
day mornings or at the Glebe House during the week.  If 
you would like more information, please contact Debbie 
Moskal at dmoskal@christchurchandover.org or 978-475-
0529 ext. 10.  
 
United Thank Offering’s (UTO) value is so much more than 
the actual dollars put in our ―little blue box.‖ Our act of 
gratitude for God‘s blessings in our lives provides the 
means to spread God‘s blessings to others in the form of 
United Thank Offering grants, extending the action of grace 
throughout the world. 

http://www.episcopalchurch.org/uto/
mailto:dmoskal@christchurchandover.org
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/uto/
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/uto/
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/uto.htm
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Halloween Candy 

Tithe!  

November 6th at 

the 10 a.m. service 

 

B 
efore diving into the sugary 
goodness that your kids gleaned 
on Halloween, encourage them 

to make a tithe out of the candy! Set aside one piece of 
candy out of every 10 you received - and save them to bring 
to Church on November 6th to share with the rest of the 
community! We receive freely and gratefully at Halloween 
when we trick-or-treat - all we have to do is show up and 
open up our bags! Let's give some of that gift back to the 
community and church. Feel free to talk to your children 
about what they notice: how do the two piles look com-
pared to one another? What does it feel like to give back to 
the community? What other gifts have you been given 
freely? How do we give back to God in thanksgiving (yes! 
looking forward to the END of November!) for what we 
have been given? 
 
We will collect the candy during Sunday School on Novem-
ber 6th, and bring it up to the altar at the offertory-- 
PLEASE, no unwrapped candy with nuts in it!  

J2A Fundraiser! 

Fuddruckers in  

North Andover,  

Thursday, 

November 17th , 5 - 8 p.m.! 
 

Show a J2A flyer and a portion of your meal cost will be 
donated to Christ Church's J2A group for their June 2012 

Pilgrimage! 
 *** 

Did we mention  
the Phantom Gourmet has deemed  

Fuddruckers the Best Burger in Boston...?! 
*** 

More information to come - check out the  
e-Prophet for details!  

Pageant Rehearsals 

Karen Vigurs-Stack 
 

C 
alling all children ages 3 to 
12!  Try out for the annual Christ 
Church Christmas Eve Pag-

eant.  All speaking parts will audition on 
Nov. 6th while angels, animals and 

townspeople sign up.  The following week will be no re-
hearsal to make way for bringing in the new organ 
pipes.  Nov. 20th will begin regular rehearsals of sing-

ing 15 minutes immediately after the 10 a.m. service each 
week.  Speaking parts will rehearse for 20 minutes 
more.  The pageant rehearsal schedule is:  
 

November 6th - All participants sign up, followed 
by speaking part auditions. 
November 13th - NO rehearsal (Organ Pipe Sunday) 
November 20th - All participants sing. Speakers should be 
learning their lines.  
November 28th - NO rehearsal (Thanksgiving Weekend) 
December 4th - All participants sing. Speakers should have 
lines memorized.  Animals practice entrance with speakers. 
December 11th - All participants sing. Angels practice 
dance with speakers. Costumes distributed. 
December 18th - Dress rehearsal. 
December 24th (Saturday) - 2:45 p.m. call-time for speak-
ers, 3:00 p.m. call-time for animals and angels, 4:30 p.m. 
pageant. 
  
Parent or older sibling volunteers are needed to help out at 
rehearsals and during the pageant.  Please contact Karen 
Vigurs-Stack at kvstack@me.com or Diane Hastings at 978-
794-4821. 

Haiti Mission Committee 
 

O 
n October 25 about 16 people from Christ 
Church and St. Anne‘s in Lincoln gathered at St. 
Anne‘s to continue our joint efforts to reach out 

to Haiti.  By partnering with Fr. Fritz Lafontante of the 
Episcopal Church in Haiti and Partners in Health, we hope 
to play a role in the establishment of a vocational school in 
the Central Plateau to help meet Haiti‘s desperate need for 
skilled labor.  Like to know more, or possibly get involved?   
Contact Clarkson Williams or Doug Crabtree who will an-
swer questions and get you connected! 

Goats for Rwanda 
 

B 
ack by popular demand is our Goats for Rwanda 
―alternative giving‖ program for Christmas.  By buy-
ing a goat for a family in Rwanda, you can not only 

honor someone you love at Christmas time, but you can 
change the life of a family in one of Africa‘s poorest coun-
tries!  Take a look at the video on our website to be re-
minded just how much it means to them.  Watch for more 
information in the coming weeks. 

mailto:kvigursstack@comcast.net
mailto:Clarkson.Williams@pioneerinvestments.com?subject=Haiti
mailto:doug@tfa.bz?subject=Haiti
http://www.christchurchandover.org/outreach/article303501c4810826.htm
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Invite a friend to join you!  Lots of people have been won-
dering what‘s happening at Christ Church – a perfect time 
to invite someone new who may not have a church home, 
or someone who may not even really know what this 
―church thing‖ is all about.  Best way to find out is to come 
and experience it!  It just might change someone‘s life.   
 

Meanwhile, we‘ll gather on these shortening, darkening days 
of late fall – our last few Sundays in the Parish Hall – and 
there we will find Christ, wherever two or three are gath-
ered together in his name.  That‘s pretty extraordinary if you 
ask me. 
 

See you in church! 

Rector’s desk continued from p. 1. 

The Thrift Shop 

 

W 
hile our Andover Thrift 
Shop has provided a source 
of income for the parish 

since its inception in 1941, it is the friendship and fellow-
ship of volunteers - young and old - that keep the shop run-
ning. Traffic through the shop has been steady with many 
busy days. A wide range of gently used items are finding 
their way through our doors, past careful eyes of the manag-
ers, over the desks of markers, and on to racks, tables and 
shelves - thanks to front desk volunteers and staff. Happy 
shoppers indicate success!  
 
We provide a service to the greater Andover community 
while keeping useable items out of the refuse system. Even 
more, we are a community of friends - old and new - work-
ing together to keep the system functioning smoothly and 
raising much-needed funds for our parish.  
 
We honor all those women who have worked countless 
hours over the years, as we continue our ministry. An 
anonymous volunteer recently put it this way: “Recruited by 
Olga Palenski and Barbara Gaunt approximately 5 years ago. Was 
very familiar with the shop because our mothers and grandmothers 
worked here for many years. Wouldn’t give it up because of the great 
people I work with.”    
 
The Thrift Shop, located at 10 Park Street, is open Monday-
Friday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. and the first three Saturdays of the 
month 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.  Donations are gratefully accepted 
the last two weeks of the month. 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Diocese of Massachusetts  

Middle School Retreat  

November 18-20 (Fri-Sun),  

6th-8th grades! 

 

W 
ant to head to New Hampshire to meet a bunch 
of awesome youth from all over the diocese, 
play games, listen and rock out to Attaboy (our 

retreat band!), worship in creative ways? Join the group 
heading up from Christ Church! For more information, 
please call 978-475-0529 ext. 18 or email Kit!  

New Playgroup Class  

Starting Soon at the 

Christ Church  

Children’s Center! 
 

W 
e‘re excited to announce that we are planning to 
open a Playgroup class in January 2012.  This 
program will be open to children who will be 2.9 

by January 3, 2012.  We will only be able to run this pro-
gram if we have a minimum of five children sign up, how-
ever we do anticipate that the class will fill quickly.  The 
program will be held 9:15 a.m. - 12 p.m. on Tuesday and 
Thursday mornings beginning on January 3, 2012.  If you 
are interested please contact Children‘s Center office at 978-
475-4037. 

Christ Church Cemetery 

 

D 
o you have a loved one buried in the Christ 
Church Cemetery?  The Cemetery Trustees hope 
to be in touch with as many surviving family 

members as possible to share some of their concerns about 
the long-term financial picture for the cemetery.   They are 
trying to enhance our cemetery database by adding surviv-
ing family names and contact information.  If you have a 
loved one buried there, please contact Mary Ann Lennon at 
the Glebe House (978-475-0529 x17) to let her know, and 
she will check to be sure the information is correctly re-
corded in our database.  Also, if you know people who are 
buried here whose relatives no longer live in the area, we 
would appreciate any information you have about them.   

mailto:klonergan@christchurchandover.org
mailto:mlennon@christchurchandover.org
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CHRISTMAS GIFTS 

FOR NEEDY  

CHILDREN 

 

C 
hristmas will be here before 
we know it, so it is time to 
plan for what has become our 

tradition at Christ Church to hang Christmas stockings for 
needy children from Lawrence on the Christ Church man-
tle. We will be continuing that tradition again this year on 
Sunday, November 20.  In past years, you have shown 
tremendous generosity and caring in adding joy to these 
children‘s lives.  We hope that you will do the same this 
year.  Last year we provided gifts for 100 children and we 
will strive to do the same this year. 
 
The children are from families who are struggling and have 
very little means to provide for the children.  We work with 
Family Service in Lawrence where the children are from 
their programs such as mentoring, teen pregnancy, mental 
health, and children in foster care or under the supervision 
of the courts.  We are asking you to consider buying a 
Christmas gift (approximately $25 value) for one of these 
children.  For some of the children, our gifts will be the 
only ones they receive.   If you would also like to include a 
hat and pair of mittens or gloves, please do so and let us 
know that they are in the package. 
 
As she did last year, Carol Plate is collecting books to be 
given to each child along with the gifts that you provide.  
Carol did a wonderful job selecting books that are appropri-
ate for each child's age group.  If we find that we are short 
certain books, we will send an e-mail asking for your help. 
There are two ways to receive a child‘s information.  Either 
via e-mail from Carol and Allen Townsend at carol-
reid@comcast.net  or you can pick a name from one of the 
stockings which will be hung on the Christmas mantle dis-
play in the hallway outside the Parish Hall after church on 
November 20. 
 
Wrapped gifts should be returned by Sunday,  
December 11. We hope you will join 
us in making Christmas brighter for 
these children from Lawrence. 
 
Thank you, 
Allen and Carol (Reid) Townsend 
And the Men‘s Ministry 

Sunday Sexton Position Open 

 

H igh school teens or adults are welcome to apply 
for a part-time Sunday Sexton position at Christ 
Church.  The job would require one or two Sun-

days a month on average, and hours are from 7 a.m. till 
about 2 p.m. most Sundays.  It requires a variety of respon-
sibilities, including opening and closing the building, setting 
up rooms, setting up coffee hour, light cleaning and trash 
removal.  If you‘re interested in applying or learning more 
about this opportunity, please email our rector, Jeff Gill, at 
jgill@christchurchandover.org.  

Photographers 

Needed! 
 

W 
ith all that is going on at Christ 
Church these days, we know that many of you 
are taking some great photos on your cameras.  

The church office would love to use some of your photos in 
the weekly e-Prophet and on the website!  If there are chil-
dren in the picture, we always check to see if we have re-
ceived permission from their parents on our church school 
registration forms before using the photo. 
 

We need photos of all different events and happenings!  If 
you‘ve taken (or plan to take) any photos, we‘d really appre-
ciate it if you could forward them to Mary Ann Lennon at 
mlennon@christchurchandover.org.  Thanks so much! 

Women’s Group  

Meetings in  

November 

 

T 
he next Women‘s Group meeting is on Monday, 
November 7th, 7:30-9 p.m. in the Meeting Room. 
We will be discussing the PBS series, ―Women, War 

& Peace‖, currently airing. Read about it at http://
www.pbs.org/wnet/women-war-and-peace/.   
 

The Women‘s Group invites all women to join them to 
make Cookies for Christ! (actually, for Bread and Roses…) on 

Thursday, November 17 from 7:30-9 p.m. Come and bake 
your favorite cookies with a group of like-minded cookie 
lovers! Bring your favorite holiday recipe, along with the 
makings of three dozen cookies. We will bake, chat, and 
take home a bag of freshly baked cookies! (Oh, and satisfy 
the sweet tooth of the customers at Bread and Roses.) 
 

All women are invited! 

mailto:carolreid@comcast.net
mailto:carolreid@comcast.net
mailto:jgill@christchurchandover.org
mailto:mlennon@christchurchandover.org
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/women-war-and-peace/
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/women-war-and-peace/
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Thanksgiving 

Meals for 

Our 

Neighbors in 

Need 

 

P 
lease shop for our Neighbors in Need this Thanksgiv-
ing.  These are exceptionally difficult times for the 
families NIN serves.  It is also important that we 

provide nutritional meals as Lawrence has a 47% childhood 
obesity rate, which is the highest in all of Massachusetts.  
The hope is for Christ Church to provide 200 meals this 
year and I know we can reach that goal if we all spread the 
word and do our share. 
 

This is as easy as 1 … 2 … 3 and your time, effort and gen-
erosity is greatly appreciated. 
 

This is all you need to do: 
1.   Purchase the items on the shopping list below.  
2.   Put all the food in a box provided by you.  Market Bas-
ket has boxes and the "egg boxes" are the best.  Please pack 
everything in ONE BOX so each family receives all the 
food items. 
3.   Drop your well-sealed box in the Childs' garage at 244 
South Main Street in Andover anytime on Monday, Novem-
ber 21st. 
 

Please email Julie at juliechilds@comcast.net  to let her 
know how many meals you are able to provide so she can 
track the goal and reach beyond Christ Church if needed. 
Here is the shopping list and thank you in advance!  
 

Basic Dinner 
Frozen Turkey 
Potatoes (5 pound bag) 
Fresh Vegetables (suggestions: squash, broccoli, carrots, 
beans, yams, onions, celery) 
Fresh fruit 
Rice - Canilla or Carolina (not Un-
cle Ben‘s or Minute Rice) 
Canned Beans, especially Goya 
pink or Green Pigeon Peas 
Stuffing Mix and/or Stuffing 
Ingredients 
Cranberry Sauce and/or  
cranberries 
Bread or Rolls 
Gravy 
Pie  

to a formula based on our annual increases in ex-
penses. 

 

Our expenses will go up in 2012 by nearly $100,000 over 
this year according to our initial estimates.  This means two 
things: 
 

1.  We need every person who cares about our parish – 
newcomers and old-timers alike -- to make a pledge – a seri-
ous commitment to our life together.  We can‘t do it with-
out you! 
 

2.  We need all of us who already pledge each year to in-
crease our commitment to the greatest degree possible.  We 
will face potentially painful cuts if we do not see a signifi-
cant increase in giving this year.  Will you please do your 
best to help? 
 

Someone once said, ―Give till it hurts.‖  We want to change 
that.  Instead, ―Give till it feels good!‖  Giving for the sake 
of the life we share in community with God and one an-
other at Christ Church is worth all we can possibly give. 
And as Jen Cordes said in her ―CCC Moment‖ talk last Sun-
day,  

 

So yes, I‘m a card-carrying pledger - I‘m here, I‘m in-
vested, and although I continue to shy away at times 
from some challenges that I hope ―someone else‖ will 
take care of, I try to stay focused on showing up… We 
each have something to contribute - a gift, a purpose - 
that goes beyond just ourselves or even our family. 
 

We are in this together.  And we all benefit from what we 
do together.  Let‘s all make a serious commitment to 2012!  

CCC continued from p. 1. 

Coffee with the 

Rector 

 

O 
ne of the best-kept secrets 
around Christ Church is the 
coffee hour following the 8 

a.m. service on Sundays!  We gather at approximately 9 a.m. 
in the Meeting Room for coffee (or tea) and conversation.  
You do not have to attend the 8 a.m. service to come!  We 
normally have no particular agenda, but the conversation 
and discussion is always interesting and stimulating – and 
occasionally downright hilarious! We talk about issues of the 
day, theology, politics, world events, local issues, and share 
our experience and perspectives on a wide variety of topics.  
and join us!  All are welcome! 

mailto:juliechilds@comcast.net
http://www.christchurchandover.org/article307274c4943600.htm
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Daylight Savings 

Ends on November 6th 

 

O 
n Sunday, November 6th at 2 
a.m. Daylight Savings ends. Be 
sure to turn your clocks back 

one hour. 

Voice Recital 

Saturday, November 19 at 8 p.m. 

In the Christ Church Parish Hall 

Anney Gillotte, soprano 

Mark McNeill, piano 
 

Arias by J. S. Bach 
Les Chansons d‘Eve by Gabriel Fauré 
Settings of poems by William Blake 

Contemporary American songs 
 
Admission: $20/$10 for students and seniors 
 
Come hear our resident soprano soloist, Anney Gillotte,  
accompanied by pianist Mark McNeill on our new Steinway 
grand piano!  A reception follows the recital.  

Taizé Service 

In the North Chapel 

Sunday,  

November 13 at 5 p.m. 

St. Matthew Passion  

of J. S. Bach 

Sunday, November 6  

at 2 p.m. 

NEC’s Jordan Hall, Boston 

 

Chorus of The Boston  Cecilia  

joined by Musica Sacra Period 

Instrument Orchestra 

Donald Teeters, Conductor 

 

B 
arbara Bruns, Associate Conductor of the Boston 
Cecilia, plays continuo organ in this immense mas-
terwork by J. S. Bach and extends an invitation to 

Christ Church parishioners and friends to hear what many 
consider to be Bach‘s greatest composition. For further in-
formation visit www.BostonCecilia.org or call 617-232-
4540. 

Help Us Move Back Into the 

Church in November!  

 

T 
he renovation of our church is nearing completion, 
and we will hold Sunday services in the church start-
ing November 27 (Advent 1).  We need many help-

ing hands to do this.  Please come help at the four volunteer 
events: 
 

"Pipe Sunday" November 13, 11:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
This is the day when Fisk Organ Company will deliver our 
new organ.  You can wear your work clothes to church, and 
help us bring in the pipes after the 10 a.m. service.  Even 
those with no great strength can be helpful, as there will be 
small parts to carry and moving pads to be folded and 
stacked.  We'll have pizza available for lunch -- please bring 
a salad, drinks or dessert to supplement.  Childcare will also 
be available.  Volunteers must be in the Parish Hall at 11:45 
a.m. for a briefing.  24 volunteers needed. 
 

Sunday, November 20, 11:45 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Clearing 
the Parish Hall.  12 volunteers needed. 
 

Friday, November 25, during the day.  Setting up the 
Chancel.  6 volunteers needed. 
 

Saturday, November 26, 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Cleaning 
cushions, etc. & setting up the Nave.  24 volunteers 
needed. 
 

Please sign up on the Parish Hall bulletin board, or contact 
N o r m  S c a r p u l l a  ( 9 7 8 - 4 7 5 - 2 0 9 4 ,  e - m a i l : 
nands.scarpulla@verizon.net). 

Transitions 
 

 

Baptism with Confirmation 
 

James Russell Day - October 23, 2011 

 
Funeral 

 

Robert Randall Henry - October 26, 2011 
 

Colby Matthew Kenney - October 30, 2011 

http://www.bostoncecilia.org/
mailto:nands.scarpulla@verizon.net
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Babysitter List 

 

A 
ttention moms and dads of young children!  We‘ve 
had a request for a list of teenagers within the 
church who are available for babysitting.  We‘ve 

just updated our babysitter list with the names and phone 
numbers of our youth who would like to be included on 
this list (with their parents‘ permission, of course). 
 
If you would like a copy of this list, please contact Mary 
Ann Lennon in the church offices at mlen-
non@christchurchandover.org or call her at 978-475-0529, 
x17, and she will send you a copy of the list. 
 
Of course, Christ Church cannot be responsible for check-
ing references, or for any problems that might occur on the 
babysitter‘s watch.  We hope that providing this list will be 
helpful both to our young families and to our teenagers! 

Service of Advent 

Lessons and Carols 
 

Sunday, November 27 

at 5 p.m. 

In the Newly Renovated 

Church! 
 

O 
ur annual candlelight Service of Advent Lessons 
and Carols will be sung by the Parish Choir, Schola 
and St. Cecilia Choristers.  A reception follows in 
the Parish Hall. 

Some Christ Church 

Stewardship Facts 
 

 Christ Church has had a balanced budget for the past 
nine years! 

 New clergy and program staff (Kit and Carolyn) are 
helping us continue to develop our focus on the spiritual 
formation of our children and youth 

 Our new Director of Children‘s Ministries position is 
being paid this year by a special fund outside of the parish 
budget.  We need to fund it in the budget next year! 

 Our recent Capital Campaign raised pledges of over 
$2.3 million – five times our annual giving, in spite of diffi-
cult economic times. 

 Our aging buildings require a lot of planning and fund-
ing for the proper care.  We are committed to putting $30K 
per year into a new reserve fund so that funds are available 
when we have a major expense. 

 The recent Bell Tower repairs had to be done on an 
emergency basis, requiring us to take on some debt of about 
$150K.  Payments on that debt will put an extra strain on 
our budget for the coming year. 

 Our parish is noted throughout our diocese for its 
strong music, children‘s and youth programs.  We want to 
keep it that way!  

 Oh yes, and did we already mention that Christ Church 
has had a balanced budget for the past nine years?!  We 
want to keep it that way, too! 
 

Some pledge statistics (annual giving only – not in-
cluding capital campaign): 

 Total pledged in 2011:  $517,000 (our highest year 
ever!) 

 Pledge range:  $20 -- $28,000 per year (pledges large and 
small are all important!  Just give according to how you have 
been blessed, and it will be enough!) 

 Average household pledge in 2011:  $2,168 

 Median pledge in 2011:  $1,140  (half were larger, half 
were smaller) 

 Number of pledges in 2011:  237 
 

Our goal for number of pledges in 2012:  300!  We can get 
there if all of our new members make a pledge, and if those 
who regularly give but do not fill out a pledge card will take 
the plunge this year!  Help us reach our goal! 
 

Your commitment to making a pledge is deeply appre-

ciated!  

Waiting for the Light 

 

R eflections on this theme will guide us in a Quiet 
Day in Advent on December 2, 2011.  The day will 
begin at 9 a.m. and last until 12 noon, followed by a 

light lunch of soup and bread.  Reflections will be offered 
by the Rev. Jeff Gill.  All are invited to join us – and make a 
good beginning to a different kind of Advent, less frenetic 
and more reflective.  Please sign up  by calling or emailing 
Debbie Moskal at dmoskal@christchurchandover.org.   

 
Have you remembered Christ Church in 

your will? 

mailto:mlennon@christchurchandover.org
mailto:mlennon@christchurchandover.org
mailto:dmoskal@christchurchandover.org


JEFFREY  SHILLING GILL — jgill@christchurchandover.org 

Kit Lonergan— klonergan@christchurchnandover.org 

BARBARA A. BRUNS — bbruns@christchurchandover.org 

CATHERINE ROSEN 

MARIA L. CHAN — mchan@christchurchandover.org 

DEBORAH  K. MOSKAL -- dmoskal@christchurchandover.org 

MARY ANN LENNON — mlennon@christchurchandover.org  

Carolyn H. Cuozzo chughescuozzo@christchurchandover.org  

CHRISTY HARVEY— charvey@christchurchandover.org  

FRANCES J. DODSON- andoverthriftshop@comcast.net  

MARK POMERLEAU — mpomerleau@christchurchandover.org 

PETER NOVELLO 

 

978/475-0529 - Hours 9 AM -  3 PM 

978/475-9707 

978/475-9557 

978/475-0957 

978/475-4037 

978/807-4687 
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Director of the Children’s Center 
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Sunday Sexton 
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Fax Number 
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Christ Church Children’s Center 
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Life at Christ Church  

 

Worship Schedule 
 

Sundays 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist in the North Chapel 
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

 

Wednesdays 
7:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist  in the  

North Chapel 
followed by breakfast in the Parlor 

mailto:jgill@christchurchandover.org
mailto:klonergan@christchurchandover.org
mailto:bbruns@christchurchandover.org
mailto:mchan@christchurchandover.org
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