The Prophet
Summer Pentecost 2014
The Newsletter of the Parish of Christ Church
Interim Rector’s Reflections

A Note from our new Rector

Finally! It feels like we are going to have summer! The days are getting
longer and the heat is warming enough to make the grass grow and the
flowers bloom! It was a long winter, but for me it was a
winter filled with the joy of serving among you. In some
ways I am sad that it is ending, for it means my work here
is finished and it is time for us to take separate paths going forward. As I see the path you will travel with Michael
Hodges as your Rector, I am warmed by the rightness of it
all. For so long I have been pointing to “the new rector
who is coming”, not knowing who that would be. How
wonderful that it is Michael, and how blessed you all will
be together!

Dear members of Christ Church,

in the past 18 plus months. I am not going to recount them because each
one I think of only brings to mind that many more are left to do! That is
always true when one is in a community. The work of a community is never done. But it is my hope that what we have done together will be part
of a solid foundation upon which you and Michael can build. I hope that
what we have done together will become part of that long line of this
parish’s history of proclaiming Christ and living the Gospel story.

In the words of that great old hymn of the
faith, "Blest be the tie that binds",

One of the prayers from our Prayer Book
begins, "Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit
you have made us one with your saints in
heaven and on earth".

As we prepare to say "hello" to each other, we are all in the midst of saying "goodbye". While we, the Hodges, are taking
our leave of the good people of St. Paul's
in Dedham you all are saying farewell to
Kit, first, and then to Gale. I want to take
this opportunity to thank these two colSummer is a good time to stop the regular routines of one’s life and releagues for the work they have done. You
flect, plan, and most of all to just “be”. It is a time to relish the sheer joy
have been blessed by their ministry and
of being alive and able to smell the fresh air, sneeze at the ragweed, swim
they have been incredibly gracious and
in the ocean (or the pool), hike a trail or sit by a campfire. In other words,
helpful to me during this transition. I am
it's a good time to take a deep breath and think about what one has acsure you all know better than I do the gifts
complished since last summer.
they have offered, and I trust you will
As I think about this past year, what comes to my mind first is your faces. I shower them with affection and gratitude
know most of the names to connect to those faces. You have become fa- for having given themselves so generously
miliar to me. I know many of your stories and have been blessed to be to Christ Church.
connected to your lives. I have baptized your babies, buried your loved
In this time I am reminded that each week
ones, even married some of you! I have heard of your job losses and your
we celebrate, at God's table, a leavenew opportunities. I have mourned your illnesses and cheered your suctaking. It was, after all, the "last supper"
cessful recoveries. I have fervently prayed with you and for you.
and Jesus was in essence saying good-bye
These things are what I will miss the most about being among you, these to his friends. Yet this farewell came with
things that make a community of faith so unique and special, these things a promise -- that he would dine with them
and YOU who make this parish so unique. And believe me, Christ Church anew in the kingdom. So it is that there is
is a very special community! There are no powerful behind-the-scenes never a final departure, a final good-bye
folk who “really control the parish” as there are so often in church com- within the body of Christ. In the resurrecmunities. What you see is what you get, and you get a whole lot of won- tion God is forever turning our sad farederful people to know and love.
wells into joyful greetings and assuring us
That being said, I also can recognize that many tasks were accomplished that we remain one in the Spirit.

Continued on p. 2

"When we asunder part,
It gives us inward pain;
But we shall still be joined in heart,
And hope to meet again".
Continued on p. 2
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From the Assistant Rector
When I was an acolyte growing up in
my home church in New York City, I
was told that we couldn’t wear watches when we served at the altar. To be
fair, we couldn’t wear or do a lot of
things—actually, it was all quite strict
in the acolyte world. We had to wear
dress shoes in brown or black; gum
was a strict no-no; and if we ‘twirled’
our cinctures (the rope that we wore
around our waists), we would be
asked to leave the service. But I was
curious about the watch thing.
Our priest explained it to us after a
few inquiring (aka teenage potstirring) minds asked. The Eucharist,
he said, was timeless. Not that it didn’t take time, but that when it happened, time in some ways, stopped.
There was no time. There was no rush
to ‘get it done’; there was no ‘heeding
the clock’. It was one of the few times
when place and time didn’t exist—
there was an opening between past,
present and future, connecting the
living to the dead and to those who
were to come. It was a time of kairos“God’s time”, as opposed to chronos,
which is human time (i.e. the ticking
of the clock marking where we are in
the day). We didn’t wear watches, he
said, because that would anchor us to
chronos and distract us from God’s
time, God’s kairos, and feast we
shared together.

three years with you all. I started my
call with you worshipping in the Parish
Hall, celebrated the new organ and
new sanctuary space, said good bye to
Jeff and hello to Gale, and now hello
to Michael. Chris and I got engaged
after my first (three!) Christmas Eve
services with you, and announced it to
mostly newcomers that Christmas
morning. We had the most beautiful
marriage liturgy I have ever experienced thanks to the parish community
and choir, and celebrated the birth of
Olivia, welcoming her into the community of Christ here in Andover. I
have said goodbye to friends and
brothers and sisters in Christ during
my time as well, welcomed new
friends and children, and had the gift
of being invited into your homes and
spirits and lives.

arrived first more, or that the ones
who have come after are the ones to
‘fix’ the wrongs of previous generations. It reminds us that right now,
right as we listen to the story of Jesus
at table with his friends, eating and
telling stories and simply coming together—it reminds us that that story
was not just ‘then’, not just those disciples, but is actually including us,
right here and right now and will always do so. That meal transcends every boundary that we can imagine or
put in place to separate the people of
God from one another. And that is
why we do it, and celebrate it, and
make that the focal point of our life
together.
And while I am saddened to leave
Christ Church, I believe in kairos. I believe that when we receive the bread
and wine and say the prayers that Jesus taught us, we are inextricably connected one to another, and together
with Christ. And that gives me comfort
and hope that in everything we do we
acknowledge that sign of resurrection
in our own lives and our life together.
Thank you for the gift of this sign in
my life for the last three years, and I
will see you again in the mystery of
the Eucharist.

But all this change—even the life and
death—was chronos. It was the stuff
that happens in ‘our’ time, the ticking
of the clock. The great gift is that our
life together has been anchored in
kairos- God’s time—because it all happened and was offered up at the altar
we came to together every Sunday (or
Wednesday- or really any day). In
kairos, there is no then or now, but a
timeless web that brings all those who
have walked into the doors and up to Blessings,
the altar at 33 Central Street together Kit+
with all those who will walk up to that
There has been much chronos hap- altar, for whatever reason. It reminds
pening at Christ Church during my us that God doesn’t love those who
Interim Rector’s Reflections continued from p. 1

Thank you for being you and for welcoming me and my husband,
Ernie, into this community so warmly. Please know that we will
miss you very much and always give thanks for the privilege of
being a part of this community for a season. Thank you for sharing
your faith, your lives and yourselves with us. Thank you for everything.
With love and deep affection,
Gale+

New Rector’s Message continued from p. 1

May this time of farewell be blessed for you all. I
wish Kit and Gale many blessings in their future
ministries, and I am so pleased that they will be
remaining colleagues in the diocese. As we all say
our good-byes we also look forward, in hope, to
the many hellos that await, knowing that our God
is a God of eternal greetings.
In Christ's love,
Michael
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Transition News

Farewell to Rev. Kit
We will be saying farewell to our
Assistant Rector Kit Lonergan on
June 29th. She will
become the Priest-inCharge at St. James
Episcopal Church in
Groveland, MA. We
will celebrate Kit’s
three-year ministry with us at a potluck lunch after the 10:00 service
on the 29th. Join us to say thank
you and farewell to Kit, her husband Chris Kowaleski and their baby Olivia. If your last name begins
with: A-N, please bring salads or
main dishes like sandwiches; O-Z,
please bring a side dish or dessert.
If the weather's good that day, feel
free to bring a picnic blanket.

Farewell to Rev. Gale
We will also be saying goodbye and
thank you to our Interim Rector,
the Rev. Dr. Gale Davis, whose last
Sunday with us
will be August
10. Gale came
to us on December 1, 2012,
after
former
rector Jeff Gill left to become Rector at Trinity Parish Episcopal
Church in Seattle, WA. Gale has
been busy for the last year and a
half guiding us and celebrating with
us. She’s also worked hard to make
the staff more efficient and to get
things in order for our new rector.
Please watch your e-mail for specifics on our farewell to Gale!

Getting to Know our new Rector
The Transition Committee is in
place and working on planning
some small group "meet and greet"
gatherings with Michael during the
months of September and October.
Look for these opportunities soon!

Welcome to our new Rector, the Rev. Michael Hodges!
We are very excited about welcoming the Rev. Michael Hodges to become the
15th Rector of the Parish of Christ Church! Michael’s first Sunday with us will
be August 17th. He comes to us
from St. Paul’s in Dedham, MA
where he has been the Rector for
the past nine years. Michael and
his wife Laurie have two children.
Emma has just completed her
freshman year at Commonwealth
Honors College at UMass, Amherst
and Sally is finishing 5th grade. She
will enter Doherty Middle School in
the fall. Laurie is a cardiac-surgical
ICU nurse and looks forward to being an active member of Christ Church. The
Hodges family will be moving into the Rectory in July. Welcome to you all!

Renovations to the Rectory
The time in between rectors is the best time to make renovations to the Rectory (the blue house to the right of the church). Recently, parishioners Lisa Williams and Michael Bates gave a tour to Michael and Laurie Hodges to review
our progress refreshing the rectory and to
answer some questions that they had about
the building. Our contractor has been busy
sanding the floors. New wallpaper in the entry hall went up which ties together the various colors of the first floor rooms. New vinyl
flooring has been put down in the kitchen.
The first floor half bath is getting a new pedestal sink, mirror and light fixtures. Renovations to the master bath include a new walkin shower replacing the tub, a new vanity, and a tiled floor highlighted by new
lighting and towel bars. We will also install a new shelf over the laundry space,
add a hang bar to one or two closets, and install some new light fixtures in hallways.
We’ve installed four fluorescent fixtures in the basement which really brightens up the space. There is also talk about painting the front porch and the
worst two sides of the house, and possibly rebuilding the back deck.
Michael Bates believes we're still well within the ballpark of the original estimate. Lisa has done a great job of sourcing economical, but beautiful and durable items. We would like to thank the Thrift Shop mission, which has provided
the church with the resources to make the Rectory a more welcoming and upto-date home.
There may be a few jobs that parishioners can help with before the Hodges
family settles in, like helping to remove items from the basement and cleaning
up the backyard. Please look for more information in the eProphet and Sunday
Prophets this summer.
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Children and Youth
J2A Pilgrimage
The J2A pilgrims will be traveling to Charleston, South Carolina August 3rd
through August 9th. Chris Wagner and Jen Cordes will mentor the seven
teens on the trip. After a comprehensive search to find a location that allowed each member to answer their call for mission, exploration and fun,
the teens voted for Charleston, South Carolina. Our pilgrimage will allow us
to explore the rich history of the South as we travel to plantations, the
Avery Center at the College of Charleston and visit the home of Charles
Pinckney, one of the signers of the U.S. Constitution. The pilgrims will travel
to Fort Sumter, from which the first shots of the Civil War were fired. We
will offer our hands and our hearts through service in two ways during this
week. First, we will care for the oyster beds through Project SCORE. Scientists are able to track the health of ecosystems by the health of oyster beds;
so restoration and protection of these beds is vitally important. Our second
outreach will be serving the needy on John’s Island. We will round out the
week with some fun on the water with a kayaking trip!
We are so grateful to the parish for their constant support, but especially
through these last two years of fundraising. You bought our chili, and let us
babysit your children, serve you pancakes and wash your cars. Your enthusiasm and support of our work and fundraising have been so important on
our journey, and we thank you! We all look forward to an amazing trip
where we will undoubtedly learn more about Charleston through its history
and its people, but we will also learn more about ourselves and each other.
We have enjoyed creating an intentional community of teens over the last
four years, and we look forward to strengthening our bond and our faith
during our pilgrimage!

2014 Graduates
Our congratulations to the following
students who are graduating from
high school or college this year. Our
thoughts and prayers are with you as
you go on to the next exciting phase
of your lives!
High School
Carter M. Ishihara
Andover High School
Caroline O'Farrell
Andover High School
Janel Romagnoli
Andover High School
College
Mary Charlotte Buck
Stonehill College

Scrip Program a Success!

Troy Lamontagne
Northern Essex Community College

The Children’s Ministries Board is happy to report that the gift card Scrips
fundraiser has been a success in raising funds for Atrium materials (Atrium
is our name for Church School on Sunday mornings). Last spring, the Vestry
approved a Children’s Ministries Fundraiser for $1,500 to purchase Atrium
furniture, objects, and materials. We have met the goal of $1,500! Approximately $500 will be kept in the account to support the Scrips program, and
the Director of Children’s Ministries Carolyn Cuozzo will be ordering $1000
of Atrium materials. Our next fundraising goal is to raise $2500 to purchase
new carpet for the Youth Wing. The Children’s Ministries Board would like
to thank Hope Wallace for identifying the Scrips program as a fundraiser
and for leading the program. We would also like to thank the many parishioners who have supported the fundraiser by purchasing cards! Please see
Hope Wallace at coffee hour or e-mail her at hburrall@aol.com if you would
like to learn how to participate!

Shelby Pustis
Wheelock College
Sarah Lynn Rose
Princeton University
Daniel Scherwatzky
Rutgers University
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Crafts in the Park
Thank You!
The beautiful, sunny spring day we had all
prayed for! That is how Saturday, May
10th turned out. The Christ Churchsponsored Crafts in the Park was a success!! Even as the weather started out
damp, the talented professional crafters
and red shirt-wearing volunteers came
together at the park to host a terrific
event.

We had parishioners who met with town
officials, received and juried over 250
crafters' applications, painted chalk lines,
printed maps, maintained a website, posted neighborhood lawn signs, kept us current on Facebook, emptied trash barrels,
sold beautiful blooming geraniums, answered a variety of questions, sold and
gave away donated coffee and donuts,
showed crafters to their location, sat in
crafters' booths while they took a short
break, picked up trash, described Christ
Church and our ministries, and most importantly made EVERYONE feel welcome
and special!
We want to thank those businesses who
donated their goods. Dargoonians Greenhouses supplied us with the beautiful geraniums at cost. Dana Wilson made and
donated many delicious muffins, Dunkin
Donuts on Main St. supplied us with donuts at half price, and Stop and Shop donated the coffee. Market Basket gave us a
gift certificate that was used towards other items needed at the Coffee table.
Some of the comments received from the
Crafters: “had really great sales that exceeded expectations”, “wonderful volunteers” and “how much the coffee and donuts are appreciated”. One email received
reads, “I also want to commend you on
how well run the show is. Your number of
volunteers was really impressive, giving
me bathroom breaks, bringing me coffee
while setting up and sitting in my booth
while I went to retrieve a YUMMY lunch! I
think it's easy to complain, but so often we
forget when things are really good. Job
well done!” (continued in next column)
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Music at Christ Church Andover
Recitals by Christ Church Organ Scholars

Enjoy hearing two of our fabulous Organ Scholars – Reiko Okamoto and
Susanna Valleau – performing this summer in New England!!
August 5 – Reiko Okamoto
8:00 p.m. at Old West Church, Boston (131 Cambridge Street)
August 12 – Susanna Valleau
8:00 p.m. at Old West Church, Boston (131 Cambridge Street)
August 12 – Reiko Okamoto
7:00 p.m. at St. John’s Roman Catholic Cathedral, Bangor, ME (207 York
Street)

Fisk Open Shop
An invitation from the Fisk Organbuilders
Saturday, June 28 from 2:00 – 6:00 p.m.
21 Kondelin Road, Gloucester, MA
Featuring the creation of two new pipe organs:
Opus 140 for Plymouth Church, Seattle, Washington
Opus 144 for Lenoir-Rhyne University, Hickory, North Carolina
More information at www.cbfisk.com

Singer’s Workshop at Christ Church
For young singers, entering grades 3-12
Friday, August 29 from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, August 30 from 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Marie Stultz & Barbara Bruns, Directors
Choristers will rehearse a staged production of “The
Seven Goats” by Humperdinck.
Performance will be Saturday, October 4th at 3:00 p.m.
Contact Barbara Bruns to register (bbruns@christchurchandover.org).

Summer Choir
Interested in singing in the choir this summer? Adults and high school
students who love to sing are welcome to sing in the “Summer Choir”.
Just show up for a rehearsal in the Choir Room at 9:00 a.m. on any Sunday morning and sing for the 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist. Please contact
Barbara Bruns, Minister of Music, for further information.
The comments from the customers were all positive too, especially appreciating the high quality of the crafters. An Andover resident commented on how thrilled they are that Christ Church took over the fair
and that it is running so smoothly. They said they couldn’t imagine Andover without Crafts in the Park!
Thanks to everyone who helped out in any way, and a big thank you to
Karen Herman who for the second year, motivated and organized us,
while keeping the focus on the goal of a successful and fun day.
We are happy to announce that this year’s Crafts in the Park increased
the amount that we made for the church from $12,500 last year to
$15,000 this year! We are blessed for this new opportunity and grateful
for everyone’s help.
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Summertime at Christ Church
Summer Children’s Sermons

Summertime Refreshments

Please bring your children to church
this summer! Summer is a great
time for families to come worship; it
is less crowded and more relaxed.
Some families like to come to the
8:00 service in the North Chapel, so
that they can get out to the beach
earlier!

Join us after Sunday services for some
refreshments and socializing, in the
Meeting Room after the 8:00 service
and in the courtyard after the 10:00
service (or the Parish Hall if raining).
Join us for lemonade and iced tea under the beech tree!

There is no Church School during the
summer, but we will continue to
offer our children ways to deepen
their faith with the weekly Children’s
Sermon at the 10 a.m. service. Children join their parents in church for
the beginning of the service. During
the sermon and prayers, they are led
into the North Chapel for a Children’s Sermon, given by a lay person. Afterwards, they return to share
the Eucharist with the congregation.
These sermons are geared for children going into K-6th grade; Pre-K
children are welcome to come accompanied by a parent. Children’s
Sermons are offered most Sundays
this summer (not July 6th). Childcare for children under three is available as usual in Room 113.
Also each Sunday, there will be children and youth materials on the
weekly Scripture readings at the
Children’s Corner in the back of the
church.

Summertime Baptisms
If you are interested in a summertime baptism for your child, we will
be offering baptism on Sunday, July
13th. Please contact Rev. Gale at
gdavis@christchurchandover.org if
you are interested.

Thrift Shop News
The Andover Thrift Shop will be closing on Friday, June 27th and will rePlease bring in food for
open on Monday, August 4th. There
your Neighbors in Need
will be no consignor take-in during
this summer!
June and July, and in August, consignor take-in days will be Monday, Thank you for your donations to
August 4th through Wednesday, Neighbors in Need. With the children
August 6th.
home from school during the summer,
demand for soup kitchens and food
Knitting Ministry
pantries increases. Please help us
The Knitting Ministry continues to keep the food pantry shelves stocked
knit throughout the summer in the this summer. Many items are needed,
air-conditioned parlor. Knitters (or but peanut butter, beans (such as
those who would like to learn) are Goya), tuna and meat-flavored spaalways welcome to join us any ghetti sauce are especially helpful.
Wednesday for lessons, conversation Please drop them off in the red wagand fun. We meet in the Parlor from ons inside the church doors. Thanks!
10 a.m. until 12:00 noon.

Do you have a Name Tag?
In anticipation of our new rector
coming in August, please check to
see if you have a name tag. If you
don’t, please sign up to have one
made for you on the sign-up sheet on
the bulletin board near the Parish
Hall, or e-mail Charlene Hart.
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Looking Ahead to the Fall
Ordination and Consecration of
our New Diocesan Bishop
SAVE THE DATE! Oktoberfest Dinner &
Auction, Saturday, September 27th, 610 p.m. in the Parish Hall. This was a
really fun event last year! This year, in
addition to the usual fun festivities and
great food, we’ll be celebrating the arrival of our new rector!
This is the Vestry fundraiser for this
year -- please plan to support Christ
Church by buying tickets, and by donating and bidding on items at the auction. Only 100 tickets are available (on
sale September 7, 14, 21) so pre-order
your tickets now for your family or a
whole table for you and your friends by
e-mailing Helen Pickard or calling her at
978-681-9915. To donate auction items,
please e-mail Liz Fortino or call her at
978-682-0196. We are also in need of
decorators and other volunteers to help
with this fun event - please contact Helen if you are able to help.

Preparations are underway for the ordination and consecration of the
Rev. Alan M. Gates as the 16th bishop of the Diocese of Massachusetts.
Everyone is welcome at this momentous occasion in the life of the
church. Pending consent from the wider Episcopal Church, the consecration will take place on Saturday, September 13th at 11 a.m. at Boston
University’s Agganis Arena (925 Commonwealth Ave. in Boston), with the
Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori, Presiding Bishop and Primate of the
Episcopal Church, presiding. The Rt. Rev. Mark Hollingsworth Jr., Bishop
of the Diocese of Ohio, will be the preacher. A reception will follow the
service.
The service and reception are open to all, but everyone who plans to
attend (including participants and volunteers) must register for a free
ticket by Aug. 15. Online registration for tickets is available via
www.diomass.org . Those who need to register for tickets by phone may
call 617- 482-4826, ext. 687; please leave a name and phone number so
that a staff or committee member can return the call.
Check www.diomass.org, where additional details and updates will be
posted as they become available over the summer months.

Church School Registration
for 2014-2015
Registration for Church School for
2014-2015 will be held September 7th,
and we’ll also have a Children’s Chapel
in the North Chapel that day. The first
Sunday of Church School will be September 14th.
I hope all of you have a great summer
filled with fun adventures and hopefully, I will bump into you during the vacation weeks!
Please e-mail me if you have questions
or need any information over the summer. ~ Carolyn

Blessing of the Backpacks
On Sunday, September 7th, we’ll bless your children’s backpacks. Students of all ages can bring their own backpacks to the 10 a.m. worship
service to receive a special blessing as the school year
begins. During this time we also have the opportunity to
think of those children who are in need of backpacks and
supplies to begin their new year. Please bring in donations of new backpacks, paper, spiral notebooks, crayons,
markers, pens, pencils, folders, glue or tape to be placed
in the donation basket as the children come into Children's Chapel. Children can bring their backpacks up to be blessed during the announcements when they come into church from Children's Chapel.

Everyone is Welcome at God’s Table ~ Christ Church Andover

The Parish of Christ Church

www.christchurchandover.org

Christ Church Staff

Dates to Remember

The Rev. Gale Davis, Interim Rector
gdavis@christchurchandover.org

Sunday, June 29th
Rev. Kit’s last Sunday at Christ Church

The Rev. Kit Lonergan, Assistant Rector
klonergan@christchurchandover.org
Barbara A. Bruns, Minister of Music
bbruns@christchurchandover.org

Mary Ann Lennon, Director of Communications
mlennon@christchurchandover.org
Carolyn Hughes Cuozzo, Director of Children’s Ministries
chughescuozzo@christchurcandover.org
Christy Harvey, Director of Christ Church Children’s Center
charvey@christchurchandover.org
Beth Barnard, Head Manager at Thrift Shop
andoverthriftshop@comcast.net
Maria L. Chan, Business Manager
mchan@christchurchandover.org
Sextons
New England Service Tech & Maintenance - nestm01880@gmail.com
Matt Tringali & Emily McDowell, Sunday Sextons

Sunday, August 3rd - Saturday, August 9th
J2A Pilgrimage to Charleston, SC
Sunday, August 10th
Rev. Gale’s last Sunday at Christ Church
Sunday, August 17th
Rev. Michael Hodges’ first Sunday at Christ Church
Sunday, September 7th
Church School registration for 2014-15 year
Children’s Chapel in North Chapel
Saturday, September 13th
Ordination & Consecration of New Bishop
Sunday, September 14th
First Day of Church School and Youth Groups
Saturday, September 27th
Oktoberfest Dinner & Auction

Catherine Rosen, Head Verger
Parish Office (Glebe House)
978-475-0529
Andover Thrift Shop
978-475-0957
Christ Church Children’s Center
978-475-4037
Christ Church - 25 Central Street, Andover, MA 01810
Website Address - www.christchurchandover.org

Glebe House Office Hours
Monday
Closed
Tuesday
9 a.m.—1 p.m.
Wednesday
9 a.m.—1 p.m.
Thursday
9 a.m.—1 p.m.
Friday
9 a.m.—12 noon
Please make prior arrangements with staff members if
you need to come at other times.

