
     The other day I took a walk on 
campus desperate for newsletter 
inspiration. What can I write about?
Richard Boyce, Dean of Union 
Seminary in Charlotte, waved me 
over to meet some friends, standing 
outside. “What a campus,” said one.
“What are all those cars doing over 
near the chapel?” Another said.
I turned to look. “There’s a Bible 
study going on.” A few cars were 
leaving, more were entering. “Oh, 
and an AA group is getting ready to 
meet.” What can I write about?
     Walking back toward the office, 
I watched a church member going 
in and out of the Charles Little 
Building, busy with kitchen cleanup. 
Good thing she waited ‘til Wednesday, 
since Tuesday we cook stew for a 

homeless shelter. What can I write 
about?
     Between the kitchen and my 
office a new participant at Sharon 
stopped me, “I’m amazed”, he said, 
“I think there are as many church 
members here volunteering for 
things during the week as there are 
in church on Sunday.” What can I 
write about?  
     A mom, a dad and a little girl 
wandering between the buildings, 
appearing lost, interrupted. “We’re 
looking for the Weekday School,” 
Dad said.
     There was the sound of laughter 
and splashing from the playground.  
I walked them over to our director 
who conducts a summer camp here, 
Wednesday is “Water Day.” The 

playground was dotted with little 
splash pools. I introduced them.  
What can I write about?
     Back in the office, Tawanda 
Brown was helping a parent 
arrange a child’s birthday party in 
the gym. Beth Flordelis was busy 
with “Growing to Serve,” Elizabeth 
Burgess was putting together 
two Sunday services, and Ron 
Nelson was arranging a visit to a 
homebound member. And I, still with 
a blank brain wondered: What can I 
write about?
     All the time, our church is a 
physical presence in SouthPark, 
an outpost along the frontier, 
representing the servant nature of 
Christ’s kingdom.

What Can I Write About 
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Taking Care of Our 
Temple

Bloodmobile
Sunday, August 14th from 8:30am-1:00pm, Gym

Please make plans to donate!! As with every 
summer, blood supplies are very low locally and 
nationwide. We are now taking appointments. 

Contact Letty Latta at 704-321-3420.

Presbyterian Women Luncheon
Sunday, August 21st at 11:45am, Parlor

Interested in becoming part of a circle of 
Presbyterian Women? If so, please join us for the 

Presbyterian Women Covered Dish Luncheon 
followed by the Annual Meeting and Officer 

Installation Service lead by Reverend Terry Hanna. 
For more information contact Sonya Stanford at 

sjs1@carolina.rr.com.

Sunday Night Live!
Sunday, September 11th at 5:45pm, Gym

This SNL dinner is a fundraising opportunity for our 
Girl Scout Troop 1460. Please join us for a delicious 

dinner, with a menu of spaghetti, salad, garlic 
bread, iced tea and dessert! Gluten free pasta will 

be available. There will also be a silent auction!

Fall Festival
Saturday, September 24th from 4:00pm-7:00pm

Come join us for our annual Fall Festival. We will 
have hay rides, a bounce house, carnival games, 

snow cones, music, the famous cake walk and 
more! Stay for dinner and enjoy delicious BBQ!!

“So Long Summer” Outdoor Worship
Sunday, September 25th at 10:00am

Enjoy one congregation wide service under the 
shade trees. Dress casually and bring a lawn chair 

or blanket.

BRING A FRIEND

AT A GLANCE ON MY MIND

Do you not know that you are 
God’s temple and that God’s 

Spirit dwells in you? 
If anyone destroys God’s tem-

ple, God will destroy him.  
For God’s temple is holy, and 

you are that temple. 
--1 Corinthians 3:16-17

     A pancake breakfast, 
an extra ice cream to beat 
the summer heat, or a run 
through fast food in a hurry.  
A fantastic treat that can 
easily become more of a 
habit.  And the day went by 
without a chance for that 
long walk I promised myself 
this morning. It’s a personal 
challenge.  
     But maybe it’s more than 
that. Sometimes, it’s easy to 
forget to consider your body 
as a temple, as a vehicle 
for God’s service. That is 
what God desires us to do. 
Not only does He want us 
to grow in the Spirit and to 
challenge our minds, but 
he also asks that we take 
care of our body as well. He 
cares for our wholeness, 
because all are connected. 
It’s a package deal that helps 
make YOU the best YOU can 
be. 
     He’s not asking us to slog 
through a treadmill every 
day, though. There are so 
many ways to combine 

healthy activity and fun and 
spiritual fulfillment. Summer 
softball and winter basket-
ball at Sharon adds in a little 
fellowship. Scheduling a 
daily walk with a friend pro-
vides some reflective time. 
It’s amazing what yardwork 
will do, and the results are 
uplifting. And there is no 
better energy than time with 
kids. 
     If you enjoy a group class, 
then Sharon has two fan-
tastic ones for you. As the 
summer rolls along, keep 
that outdoor sunshine in 
mind. And when routine 
comes back, add one of 
these opportunities to it – 
to exercise body, mind, and 
soul together.
Functional Fitness Balance 
Class with Suzanne Rosen
Mondays and Wednesdays 

starting in August
1:00pm-2:00pm, Gym & 

Parlor

Pilates with Lisa Mason
Wednesdays starting 

September 14th
6:15pm-7:15pm, Parlor

Contact the church office at 
704-553-0869 or 

office@sharonpcusa.org for 
more information about 

these classes!!!
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Making Music This Fall

     Another successful Sharon 
Presbyterian Church Vacation Bible 
School has come and gone. Host-
ing over 165 children and utilizing 
the skills of over 50 volunteers, our 
campus was brimming with bright, 
young faces eager to learn about the 
love of Jesus. Throughout the week, 
faith formation took place through 
games, art, snacks, cinema, and 
Bible adventures. Children learned 
that Jesus Gives Us Hope, Courage, 
Direction, Love, and Power…Follow 
Him! 
     

    During the week, Lauren Wall, 
Bible Adventures Co-Leader, taught 
the children the story about Jesus 
walking on water, and they were 

shown how Jesus gave Peter courage 
to walk on water too. The children 
experienced “walking on water” by 
stepping into a tub filled with water 
and cornstarch. 
     

     

     Children and volunteers alike 
grow, play, and learn during VBS. Bill 
McClure, adult volunteer with the 
Explorer Crew said, “I enjoyed being 
with the 6th and 7th graders as they 
tackled some construction projects 
to benefit the playground area of our 
campus.” VBS not only provides faith 
formation for young children, but 
also allows for a deepening of faith 
for volunteers. It is a chance for vol-

unteers to interact and connect with 
the young people of the community.      
     

     Thank you to all who were a part 
of Cave Quest VBS and to those who 
contributed in any way. This week 
would not have been possible with-
out the time, talents, and prayers of 
our loving congregation!

 GROW WORSHIP & MUSIC

Vacation Bible School 2016

     Youth in grades 1–12 are invited to 
make music and joyfully praise God 
this fall. Whether you can commit to 
just one Sunday or to a whole year, 
all are invited to grow, learn, serve, 
and lead through Sharon Presbyteri-
an’s youth music ministry programs. 
Our season begins on Sunday, Sep-
tember 11. Hope to see you there! 
     Children’s Choir (Grades 1-5) 
Sundays, 5:00-6:00pm. Together, we 

sing for 10:30am worship, the annual 
Christmas pageant, Lessons and 
Carols, and occasional service op-
portunities in the greater Charlotte 
community. 
     Youth Ensemble (Middle and 
High School) Vocalists: Sundays, 
11:30am–12:15pm. Instrumental-
ists rehearse in small groups, based 
on instrument type. Vocalists and 
instrumentalists alike are invited to 

share their musical gifts with the 
congregation. Together, we help lead 
music at 10:30am worship and other 
church events throughout the year.

Questions? Contact 
Allison Schommer, Director of Youth 
Music at allison@sharonpcusa.org
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SPOTLIGHT

CONNECT COMMUNITY LIFE

Meet The Face Behind the Camera

     
     You’ve probably noticed her at Sharon Presbyterian 
events. Calmly walking around, smile on her face, and 
a very business-like, serious camera hanging from her 
neck. Dawn Rogers is a familiar volunteer and the owner 
of Dawn Rogers Photography. 
     Dawn has been a member of Sharon since her family 
joined when she was 9 years old. Her dedication to vol-
unteering at church was instilled as she watched parents 
give much of their time and talents to Sharon. She spent 
many years after college serving the church as a high 
school youth advisor and served on other committees, 
so it was natural to fall back into serving the church 
upon returning after living outside of Charlotte for a 
time. She and her husband, Jeff, married in the church, 
have two children in middle and elementary school, and 
she combines her active family life with her passionate 
love of photography. “It can get busy sometimes,” she 
laughs, “when everything happens at once. But I make it 
work.” 
     Dawn would probably be a lot less stressed if she 
didn’t donate so much of her skill at photography to 
her church and childrens’ schools. She has been the 
co-creator of Smithfield Elementary’s yearbook the last 
4 years, a role that will continue. Her “head shots” of the 
teachers at Quail Hollow Middle School were original-
ly supposed to be just for the lobby gallery, but ended 
up as the staff photos in the school yearbook. Sharon’s 
website and Facebook are testimony that her camera is 

ever-present at the church. She truly enjoys the work 
and the joy the images bring to others. 
     Dawn Rogers Photography has been in business for 
three years. She has always enjoyed capturing moments 
for family and friends and studied photography in col-
lege, but her skill was really honed as she increased her 
time documenting the wonderful events at Sharon, as 
well as her kids’ schools. She enjoyed it, got experience, 
and had great feedback from the church. As her church 
family and friends encouraged her, she took the risk and 
transitioned from hobby to career. 
     Dawn describes it as “an absolute blast”, and her 
enthusiasm is contagious. Her business pursuits include 
portraits for families, children, high school seniors and 
newborns, as well as a number of weddings. “I enjoy 
weddings and would love to do more, and have also 
been affected by photographing several funerals.”  She 
feels that special moments should be recorded. Even of 
funerals, “Reviewing pictures of displayed keepsakes, 
friends attending, and simple things like the flowers can 
be part of grieving and healing. It takes a certain sensi-
tivity.” 
     Sharon obviously holds a special place in her heart, 
and she’s happy to give back by spreading its love 
through her photos. She’s even sensitive to how it’s 
portrayed. For example, the sanctuary colors are not ac-
curate in her own wedding photos, which are film based. 
Now through the magic of editing, she tries to represent 
the sanctuary as accurately as she can. 

Want to see more of her photos? Find Dawn online at 
www.dawnrogersphoto.com, 

www.facebook.com/dawnsrogersphoto, 
and www.instagram.com/dawnsr.
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     Early in the morning of Sunday, 
July 10th, Dr. Blumer and Martin 
Pruitt prayed in the church parking 
lot with our 15 high schoolers and 
their chaperones who were headed 
to New Orleans for mission work.  
Dr. Blumer charged the group to 
“be good neighbors by helping our 
neighbors.” At 6:30am, the Sharon 
Presbyterian Youth embarked on 
their 13-hour journey to The Big 
Easy. 
     The group stayed in the basic 
dormitories at Project Homecom-
ing and drove daily to work sites 
in sections of the city ravaged by 
Hurricane Katrina. While in their 
4 work groups, the high schoolers 
and chaperones primed, painted 
and refurbished homes destroyed 
by Katrina. Some took on addition-
al demolition projects, and others 
secured trusses with hurricane 
straps. Everyone participated in the 
cleaning and beautification of the 

veterans’ cemetery. “I felt like the 
work we did in New Orleans this 
week really helped people who are 
still hurting. The devastation caused 
by the hurricane 11 years ago was 
massive and is still very sad to see,” 
said Molly Koeniger, a recent high 
school graduate. 
    

     It was a hot and humid week 
with occasional rain showers. This 
didn’t stop our youth from working 
or having fun. The group toured the 
Louisiana wetlands, the historic ar-
eas, and saw the aftermath of Hurri-
cane Katrina and the redevelopment 

efforts.  A favorite treat for the youth 
were “sno-balls!” They are a New 
Orleans’ confection made with fine, 
fluffy shaved ice and flavored syrup 
that soaks into the ice. 
     Thursday night was a special 
evening called Neighbor Night. The 
work site managers, neighbors and 
work group volunteers worshipped 
together and shared a meal. It was 
moving to hear a homeowner speak 
about how much the rebuilding ef-
forts meant to her family. 
     Everyone returned safely Satur-
day evening with a renewed spirit, 
callused hands, and a full heart. It 
was a job well done. The Sharon 
Presbyterian Youth are grateful for 
the generous outpouring of prayers 
and gifts from the congregation. 
They are full of love and thanksgiv-
ing for Director of Youth Program-
ming Martin Pruitt, and chaperones 
Lauren Ellis, Andrew Foard, and Bill 
Mathers.

New Orleans High School Mission Trip
SPY YOUTH CHILDREN’S CORNER

Moving On, But Never Forgotten
     We know the faces. Their par-
ents put their hearts into bringing 
them up in the protective fold of 
the church. We have watched them, 
many from their baptism as babies, 
grow and play and learn and explore.  
They may not even know our names.  
But they have been on prayer lists, 
and at the end of each summer 
vacation, we see them again walking 
across the campus and think “Wow, 
that kid grew another few inches!”
     Graduation from High School 

marks a significant step in the lives 
of our young people. No longer chil-
dren, they have finished one phase 
of their lives and move into the 
world as young adults. On June 5th, 
Sharon Presbyterian celebrated and 
prayed for 11 of our graduates as we 
marked this important milestone.
     Graduates dressed in their 
school’s colors were presented to 
the congregation and received a 
blanket embroidered with the SPC 
initials. The blankets, placed around 

the shoulders of each graduate, are 
an important symbol of how the love 
of Christ and the foundation given to 
them from their church home covers 
them in this new stage of their lives.  
They may be moving on, but their 
church family hopes to always serve 
as a blanket of comfort to hold on to.

A special thanks to 
Amanda Buchanan for the embroi-

dery of each and every blanket.
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 Project: To bring the Sharon prop-
erty beside the education building 
up to code and provide a more visu-
ally appealing appearance of the area 
by eliminating the clutter of foliage 
with fresh plantings. 
    

      “I chose this project because I 
have always felt a bit claustrophobic 
walking that brick path, and when it 
is done, I will get to enjoy the effects 
on the church firsthand” says Lee 
Kromer. He  worked with a land-
scape designer Gwen Cook of Char-
Meck Parks & Rec, Sharon’s Session, 
and the Scout Council to organize 
and execute the project. 
     An Eagle Scout Achievement is 
the culmination of Scout training 
that begins as young as first grade. 
Lee sees it as an essential third part 

of learning. School develops job 
skills, time with friends builds social 
relationships, and scouts offers the 
essentials of basic survival, be it in 
the woods or at a job. “Scouting has 
given me a new pathway of think-
ing. I now have another angle from 
which I can approach any problem.” 
     Lee has a long list of extracurric-
ular interests in which to apply his 
flexible thinking.   At South Meck, 
he is part of the musical cast and 
a member of the concert choir. He 
was in a private theatre production 
of Footloose at Dilworth UMC. At 
Sharon, Lee is a member of SPY, 
adult choir, SPC Crusaders basket-
ball team, and helps with the sound-
boards periodically for both worship 
services. 
     There is a strong connection be-
tween Scout Troop #34 and Sharon 
Pres. The church provides meeting 
and activity spaces and a congre-
gation of support. To show thanks, 
scouts volunteer for activities like 
setting out luminaries on Christmas 
Eve, ushering on Sunday, and often 
use the church as a site for Eagle 
projects. Troop 34 has done 5 proj-

ects at Sharon in the past 3 years 
alone. 
     Of course, Scouting is an oppor-
tunity to build relationships and to 
have fun one-of-a-kind experienc-
es as well. “The coolest thing I’ve 
done with scouting has got to be the 
spelunking. We camped on top of 
a cliff and spent an entire day in an 
absolutely massive cave system. How 
many people can say they’ve done 
that?” says Lee. 
     Lee looks up to men with that 
kind of adventurous character: “peo-
ple that take what they are given 
and run with it: Alexander the Great, 
Alexander Hamilton, Julius Caesar, 
Hannibal Barca, Franklin Roosevelt. 
Their legacies have withstood the 
test of time. But at the same time, I 
admire people who may be house-
hold names, don’t attempt to flash it 
around, are smart, and stay true to 
their beliefs, like Leonardo DiCaprio, 
Tom Hanks and Natalie Portman. 
Have you read her Harvard thesis 
regarding the frontal lobe activation 
during object permanence?” Those 
are some sizable shoes to fill, as be-
fits an Eagle Scout.

     Keep your ears pealed for Sharon’s bells, chiming 
every Sunday evening at exactly 6:31pm. It is a call to 
take that moment in prayer along with your entire 
church family. 
     The new Growing To Serve Prayer Team is excited 
to invite you to participate in this weekly church-
wide prayer time, from August through the end of the 
campaign.   

     “We chose 6:31pm (18:31 in military time) to represent 
the very beginning of Sharon Presbyterian Church.” 
says Romelia Mosack, Prayer Team Leader. Sharon was 
established in 1831. “We felt like it would help us all focus 
on the original vision and commitment and what those 
roots mean to our future.” 

Continued on bottom of page 7

Troop 34 Newest Eagle Scout
SUPPORT SERVE

A Call to Prayer
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CHURCH BUSINESS

Dear Members & Friends  
     The members of the Session have 
been active participants in the early 
phases of our capital campaign, 
Growing to Serve. The campaign 
Planning Team, comprised of Rich 
Barefoot (Chairperson), Rob Blumer, 
Amanda Knepp, Chris Moffat, Lisa 
Moore, Ron Nelson, Paul Osowski, 
Don Presson, Joe Price, David Stan-
ford and Lauren Wall, called upon 
the Session to lead this campaign 
by personal example. All members 
of our Session have been person-
ally visited and asked to make their 
capital campaign pledges in advance 
of the public phase of the campaign. 
Now that the Session phase is end-
ing, the committee is preparing to 
invite your participation.    
     With the Session’s attention 
focused on our church’s expanding 
ministry, we elders serving on the 

Sustaining Committee have become 
aware of the need to re-examine 
how our church is staffed – not only 
now, but also as we prepare for the 
future. Our staff is our first line of 
hospitality to all who enter our cam-
pus. Our staff aids in the equipping 
of the saints for ministry. Our staff’s 
skills power our collective ministry. 
     Just as our church has devel-
oped a campus design reflecting the 
changing needs of the church and 
community in which we minister, 
our staff design and skill sets must 
reflect these changing needs, too.   
     How we are staffed for ministry 
is a balance between our current 
congregational composition and the 
needs for ministry in the ever-evolv-
ing SouthPark community. 
     To that end, we are meeting with 
our staff to get their advice in shap-
ing our common ministry. We are 

examining how other congregations 
with similarly active ministries are 
staffed. We are studying SouthPark 
development plans and demographic 
projections for our community. And, 
we are preparing a design to help us 
live into the future ministry of Christ 
to which Christ is calling us and for 
which we are responding through 
the capital campaign. 
     We are excited about how Christ 
is leading us in service now and for 
the future. As we undertake to adapt 
to our evolving staffing needs, we 
solicit your prayers and insights as 
we continue to seek Christ’s path for 
our congregation. 

In Christ’s service, 

Marcy Doak, Personnel
Bill Mathers, Facilities
Paul Osowski, Forward Planning 

Our Evolving Ministry

Continued from page 6
     Sharon is on a significant journey. 
The team hopes this prayer time 
will unite the Sharon congregation 
on this journey together. “Pray 
for our church, our members, for 
the Growing to Serve Campaign 
leadership and for those who 
are contemplating their gift,” 
says Sharon Williamson, Prayer 
Team Leader. “Pray to expand our 
ministries to support members and 
the SouthPark community. Pray for 
direction in our mission to invite, 
teach and serve.” 
     Since 400 AD, the Christian 
tradition of ringing  church bells, is 

a summon that rings far and wide, 
to gather the faithful together to 
worship with a joyful noise and to 
pray. The heavenly sound of bells 
connect your feet on the ground to 
your heart in the heavens, reminding 
us of God’s presence in the world.  
     You may be out of range of 
Sharon’s bells -perhaps there is a 
bell ringtone on your phone alarm?  
Let that time be a chance to pause 
whatever you’re doing for a special 
moment with God, knowing that all 
of Sharon pauses with you. 
     This community opportunity is 
brought to you by the new Growing 
to Serve Prayer Team, led by Romelia 

Mosack and Sharon Williamson.  

Weekly Church-wide Prayer 
Sundays, 6:31pm 

Wherever you are, whatever you’re 
doing, take this moment at the 

chiming of the bells to join each of 
Sharon’s members to pray for the 
future of the Sharon community. 

Want to join the Prayer Team?  
Please contact Beth Flordelis at 

bethf@sharonpcusa.org or contact 
the church office at 

704-553-0869.
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