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Dear Family,
This month will bring a milestone I never imagined reaching: one year of church
in the pandemic. On March 15, 2020, we closed the sanctuary doors due to
COVID-19. Because Cassie and I were on vacation the week before, the last
time we saw you in the sanctuary for worship was March 1. A year ago today.
Just writing that paragraph makes me want to shut my computer and walk away.
While there are encouraging signs of a brighter year ahead, including the vaccination of many of our members and staff, it is appropriate that we observe this
milestone during Lent without jumping ahead. In the spirit of the season, I want
to dwell here as we await resurrection.
Lent doesn’t let us shut down and walk away.
Lent invites us to consider our need for resurrection. 500,000+ have died of
COVID-19 in our country alone. Resurrection is needed. Only when we consider
the depth of our need and frailty can we feel the unfettered joy of Easter. Only by
observing Good Friday do we reach Resurrection Sunday. Only when we contemplate the darkness of the valley can we experience our Shepherd with us.
God never shuts down and walks away.
God is with us. God has been nearer to us in the last year than we can imagine.
I invite you to join me in the Lenten experience of observing this sad milestone.
Resist the urge to ignore it by busying yourself. Allow yourself to feel whatever
emotions this month will bring, and ask, “Where is God?”
God is there, walking alongside you through the valley.
Yours in Christ,
Drew
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A Word from Session Martha McMahon
The Session met [via Zoom] for its regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, February 23, 2021.
Sue Parker shared a devotion.
During the meeting, Session:
•

Approved the idea of holding an outdoor Easter service, with details about
where the service might be held and how it might be organized to be determined.

•

Received a report about the Church’s finances for January, 2021, compared to
January, 2020.

•

Authorized the Property Committee to use some moneys in an existing designated fund account for various repair needs as they arise, with the requirement that the Committee submit reports on expenditures to Session.

Worship News for March
The season of Lent began last week, and we marked the beginning of Lent with Drive-Thru Ashes and a very meaningful
Zoom version of our traditional Ash Wednesday service. We
have also set up a church-wide small group study for Lent. If
you missed the initial sign up, it is not too late to join a group
for the remaining five weeks. The purpose is to promote spiritual growth and solidify relationships within the church – who
wouldn’t want to do that! If you want to join, email Pastor Drew, or any member of the
Worship Committee – Susan Caldwell, Linda Peterson, Vicki Karns, or Allen Thomas.
The Worship Committee has been working on Easter since last month, but plans won’t be
finalized until our monthly meeting next week, so we cannot announce any plans at this
moment. Watch the weekly emails for updates as March rolls on.
We can announce our Maundy Thursday Service, which will again be a Zoom service only,
at 7 pm on Thursday, April 1.
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First Presbyterian Church of Quincy Family Ministries
Sunday School: We
are moving our way
through the Old Testament. We are moving Kings and Chronicles this month. I had
4 years of Theology
in high school, and I
learn something new
each week.
Come join us on Sunday mornings at
9:30am!
****************
Big KidYouth Group
(4th thru 12th graders): If you missed it
last month, I am going to hold regular
meetings twice a
month. one will be a
virtual meeting, and
one in-person
(outdoor) event. In
February, we had a
zoom meeting of icebreakers, and visited
Houghton’s Pond,
played noodle tag
and went for a hike.
On March 7, at
7:30pm, we will meet
on Zoom to talk
about “The Hill We
Climb,” by Amanda
Gorman. We will look
at it

From a Presbyterian
lens.
On March 14, we will
meet at Faxon Park at
2pm.
Hope your older kids
can join us!
****************
In March on the 21st
(3rd Sunday this
month) from 2-3pm,
school-age kids can
join a Junior Bible
Study. No prior attendance necessary,
join anytime. We will
be exploring the gospel of Luke and Easter.
Contact: Liz Archambault or Michele Owens
****************
Parenting Together
Joyful Parenting in a
pandemic. Parents
are welcome to join
us once a month
(Jan, Feb, March, and
April) for conversation
and support. In February, we talked about
Gratitude, in March
we will talk about Acceptance. Contact
Michele Owens for
details.

Events
On March 27, we will be
hosting a Drive-Thru
Easter Experience. We
are looking for volunteers to help share the
message of Easter and
help people learn how
the Easter Bunny and
the Crucifixion are connected. We’ll provide
the material, we just
need prep work done
and messengers that
day.
Please contact Jessi if
you can help!
********************
Stars: A unique program
connecting our kids and
adult members of our
church. If you have a
Star, think about sending
a letter or postcard, it’s a
great way to stay connected.
.********************
If you have any
questions about
Family Ministries,
please contact Jessi.

Kid Fun
Hope everyone enjoyed the Valentine’s
bird feeders, treats
and cards. Be looking
for an Easter Kit to be
delivered to you and
your family. Ashley
and I are looking forward to when we can
be together in person!
*We are thankful for
Brenda and Ashley for
creating and continuing this program*
For more information
contact: Brenda Fernandez or Ashley Ringuis
***********************
Inclusive Ministry is
a goal of ours at First
Presby. We are building on our current systems to make sure
every family, every
child, and every adult
feels welcome and
supported. Please
reach out if you would
like more information
or want to know how
you can help.
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Family Ministry Dates to
Remember:
Every Sunday: 9:30 Sunday
School
March 2nd: 7:30pm CEC
meeting
March 7th: 7:30pm Big
Kid/Youth Group on Zoom
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Volunteer Opportunities:
STAR program
Drive-Thru Easter Experience: preparing materials
ahead of the event, or volunteering the day of.
Big Kid/Youth Group: have you ever wanted to connect
with our older kids? Let me know!

March 14th: 2pm Big Kid/Youth
Group at Faxon Park
March 19th: 6pm Game Night
March 21th: 2-3pm Junior Bible
Study
March 27th: Drive -Thru Easter
Experience

Kid Fun
Cookie Cutter
Bird Feeders

Join us for a Drive-Thru Easter Experience
March 27
2—4 pm
in the church Parking Lot
Watch your Thursday emails for more
details!
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Big Kid/ Youth Group trip to Houghton’s Pond

(Most of) Our Sunday School
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A Mary/Martha Opportunity for Lent
During Lent, we have a chance to practice being a Mary and a
Martha – learning when to be still before the Lord and when to do
the Lord’s work.
In December, nine church families participated in a Christmas gift
bag project for Straight Ahead Ministries*. We provided gift bags
containing a sports jersey, candy and a game plus a personal card
or note for the teen receiving the gift bag. We also provided
Dunkin’ cards for the staff.
This Christmas project gave joy to the at-risk youth in the boys
Detention Center and the Revocation Unit at the Old Colony
YMCA in Brockton. Jay Olsen, Regional Vice President with the Old Colony Social Services Unit, is responsible for these two divisions. ay was so excited and grateful to have
our church do this for the kids under his care. He told us that some boys do not hear from
their families during holidays, so it meant a lot to them to be remembered.
When asked if, for our next endeavor, we could give Easter gift bags to each of the boys,
Jay was enthusiastic about this idea.
So now we present this opportunity to you, our church family.
This is a timely idea for Lent, because you can pray, by name, each day for the ministry of
Straight Ahead and for the boy who will receive your gift bag. You can choose a card and
write a personal message to him. Then you can shop for an Easter gift bag, tee shirt and
treats. If you want to participate but you are avoiding stores at this time of Covid-19, we
can shop for you.
If you would like to , please contact Gloria Murray at gmurray@beld.net or call 339-2063766.
*Straight Ahead Ministries is one of the missions that our church has supported for many
years. Their mission is “to see Jesus Christ
transform the lives of juvenile offenders….On
any day, nationwide, 57,000 youth are serving
a sentence in a facility – the juvenile justice equivalent of jail. Family relationships, community connections, education and employment are all interrupted and negatively impacted. Straight Ahead Ministries believes that this time of crisis can become the first step towards a transformed life.”
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MARCH HAPPENINGS
Mon 1

Women’s Bible Study—7:30 pm, via Zoom

Tue

2

Worship Committee Meeting—7:00 pm, via Zoom

Tue

2

CEC Meeting—7:30 pm, via Zoom

Wed 3

Children’s Choir Rehearsal—6:30 pm, via Zoom

Thu

4

Adult Choir Rehearsal—7:30 pm, via Zoom

Fri

5

Coffee and Prayer —8:00 am, via Zoom

Sun

7

Sunday School —9:30 am, via Zoom

Sun

7

Worship Service—10:30 am, via Zoom or anytime via email

Sun

7

Virtual Coffee Hour —11:30 am, via Zoom

Sun

7

Big Kid/Youth Group Meeting —7:30 pm, via Zoom

Mon 8

Membership and Community Engagement Committee—7:00 pm, via Zoom

Wed 10

Children’s Choir Rehearsal—6:30 pm, via Zoom

Thu

11

Adult Choir Rehearsal—7:30 pm, via Zoom

Fri

12

Coffee and Prayer —8:00 am, via Zoom

Sun

14

Sunday School —9:30 am, via Zoom

Sun

14

Worship Service —10:30 am, via Zoom or anytime via email

Sun

14

Virtual Coffee Hour —11:30 am, via Zoom

Sun

14

Big Kid/Youth Group Trip to Faxon Park —2:00 pm, via Zoom

Tue

16

Deacons’ Meeting—7:00 pm, via Zoom

Wed 17

Children’s Choir Rehearsal—6:30 pm, via Zoom

Thu

18

Adult Choir Rehearsal—7:30 pm, via Zoom

Fri

19

Coffee and Prayer —8:00 am, via Zoom

Fri

19

Zoom Game Night —6:00 pm, via Zoom
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MARCH HAPPENINGS continued
Sun

21

Sunday School —9:30 am, via Zoom

Sun

21

Worship Service —10:30 am, via Zoom or anytime via email

Sun

21

Virtual Coffee Hour —11:30 am, via Zoom

Sun

21

Junior Bible Study —2:00 pm, via Zoom

Mon 22

Women’s Bible Study—7:30 pm, via Zoom

Tue

Session—7:00 pm, via Zoom

23

Wed 24

Children’s Choir Rehearsal—6:30 pm, via Zoom

Thu

25

Adult Choir Rehearsal—7:30 pm, via Zoom

Thu

25

Deadline for the April First Family

Fri

26

Coffee and Prayer —8:00 am, via Zoom

Sat

27

Drive-Thru Easter Experience—2:00 pm, in church parking lot

Sat

27

Cooking Class—7:00 pm, via Zoom

Sun

28

Sunday School —9:30 am, via Zoom

Sun

28

Palm Sunday Worship Service —10:30 am, via Zoom or anytime via email

Sun

28

Virtual coffee Hour —11:30 am, via Zoom

Mon 29

Joyful Parenting During a Pandemic—8:00 pm, via Zoom

April
Thu 1

Maundy Thursday Worship Service—7:00 pm, via Zoom

Daylight Savings Time begins on Sunday, March 14, 2020.
Please remember to set your clocks ahead one hour.
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Joyful Parenting During a Pandemic
Please join us-and invite a friend-for 4 monthly sessions (January-April 2021)
from 8:00-9:00 pm as we discuss ways we can find joy in parenting, even
amidst a pandemic. Facilitated by behavior specialist, Michelle
Gaudet, parenting topics will be addressed with Biblical reflection.
Session three, March 29-Acceptance
Session four, April 26-From Insight to Action
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Join us on Saturday, March 27, at 7pm for a Zoom lesson on how to make Beverly’s Chocolate Peanut Butter Balls.
Below is Beverly's recipe for the cooking class:
Chocolate Peanut Butter Balls
Ingredients:
4 cups Rice Crispies, slightly crushed
4 cups Confectioners' Sugar
1 stick Butter, softened
16 oz. jar Smooth Peanut Butter (Jif or Skippy,
NOT Store brand)
12 oz bag Chocolate Chips (NOT milk chocolate)
1/3 bar Paraffin Wax
Large Bowl
Double boiler
Cookie Sheet covered with Parchment Paper

Mix Rice Crispies and confectioners' sugar,
Add butter and mix in with hands.
Add Peanut Butter and mix well into a large ball.
Make into walnut size balls.
In double boiler, place wax and chocolate chips.
When all melted, stir until all is well mixed
Dip balls in chocolate mixture using 2 forks and shake off excess chocolate.
Place on cookie sheet a little bit apart.
Place in fridge to cool about 2 hours
Transfer to airtight container or sandwich bags (12 per bag)
Can be frozen or kept in fridge

Women's Bible Study
Women's Bible Study will meet on Monday, March 1, and Monday,
March 22, from 7:30 - 8:30, via Zoom.
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It’s COOKBOOK (INSERT) TIME!!
It’s been over 10 years since we published our last cookbook, and we think it’s
time for a new one. The good news is we have lots of cookbooks left, so we’re
going to do an insert of new recipes that will fit in the 3-ring binder!! We also
think this would be a great way to raise money for our SCHOLARSHIP FUND.
What a fun gift to give each grad!
We need your favorite recipes for the insert. We will have the traditional
groupings of appetizers, side dishes, main dishes, desserts, breads, etc. We
will also have new sections for instapot, glutten-free, keto-friendly, 30-minute
meal, sheet pan dinners and other special categories. It’s amazing how much
recipes have changed in the last 10 years.
All you need to do to contribute to the COOKBOOK INSERT is to send your
recipes to Brenda or Vicki. If you already have electronic copies, just sent
them as an attachment. If you work from hand-written copies or cookbooks,
we can send you a template (or use the format below) or you can mail them to
the church office. We can take it from there. We’ll be collecting recipes during
March, April and May….although you don’t have to wait until May to submit
them!!
In addition to the ingredients and directions, we’d love to know a little about
the recipe. Is it a family favorite? Is it something a grandparent made? Did
you find it on TikToc? We’re excited about this project and hope we can have
lots of recipes and raise money for scholarships! Feel free to contact Brenda or
Vicki if you have any questions!!

RECIPE TITLE
Submitted by:

Ingredients

Preheat oven to:
Bake:

Directions
Notes
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Re-opening Task Force Update
Here is the Task Force Data Update for the data as of February 25:
1. Local new cases and fatalities
Incidence Rate as of Thursday, February 25:
• Quincy 19.3/100,000 (Yellow)
• Compared to 52.1 last month
• Norfolk County 21.5 (Yellow)
• Compared to 57.6 last month
• Plymouth County 24.3 (Yellow)
• Compared to 67.1 last month
Fatalities are staying level at low numbers.
2. Testing and Positivity
MA Testing rates remain high and positivity rates are decreasing dramatically,
(1.9% compared to 5.5% last month)
Norfolk County Testing rates remain high and positivity rates are below 5% for
the first time in months (2.2%), a decrease from 5.4% in the last month.
3. Effective Reproduction Rate, or Rt, measures the average number of people
who become infected by an infectious person. Essentially, this assesses how
quickly COVID is spreading in our state at a given time. An Rt value above 1
means that COVID is spreading quickly.
MA Rt = 0.86 (same as this time last month). This is the first time there have
been back-to-back months of an Rt < 1 since we’ve tracked this metric. That
is good news!
4.Hospitalization rates (COVID hospitalizations, ICU occupancy, intubation/
ventilator usage, and surge capacity usage)
These metrics have decreased over the last month. On February 24, Massachusetts had 879 total COVID cases hospitalized (compared to 1,676 this
time last month, with 225 of those in ICUs (371 last month) and of those 147
intubated (231 last month).
Overall, using the state’s color-coding as a model, we would assess New Cases
and Fatalities as
in Norfolk County and
in MA, Testing and positivity as
in Norfolk County and
in MA, MA Rt as
, and MA
Hospitalization Rates as
.
These trends are incredibly encouraging, especially compared to what we’ve been
seeing since late October. However, we are not at the level where we suggest
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Re-opening Task Force Update continued
reopening in March. As a reminder, we’ve created benchmarks for what we want to
see - both trends (downward or flat for two weeks) and numbers (i.e. Quincy incidence rate < 10/100,000). We are cautiously optimistic about where the trends are
heading.
Part of the Reopening Plan requires a number of volunteers to help coordinate logistics and to usher on Sundays. If you are interested in helping, please email Pastor Drew.

Peace,
The Task Force

Salt and Light
Please pray for our partners
in Malawi
We are sending more barrels to Malawi!
Not only did Dan Clarke's sister in Maine
organize a drive at her school for toothbrushes
and toothpaste (see photo) but there are more
books to send to the JMTI library!

Tithes and Offerings
If giving is part of your regular discipleship, there are still
several ways to tithe. Unless you hear otherwise, you
can still mail in your tithe or offering to the church, or
drop it off through the mail slot (270 Franklin St. Quincy,
MA 02169). Or, you can give online. Go to the church
website and click on the PayPal icon in the right column.
Let us continue to give joyfully!
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January 31, 2021 TREASURER'S REPORT
Jan-21
Tithes
Manse Rent
Church Rent
Designated Budgetary Giving
Other
Operating Revenue
Designated Non-Budgetary Giving
Deacons Fund
CE Youth Fund Raising
Capital Campaign
Investment Income
Total Revenues

$15,119.00
$0.00
$0.00
$400.00
$0.00
$15,519.00

YTD 2021
$15,119.00
$0.00
$0.00
$400.00
$0.00
$15,519.00

$0.00
$0.00
$261.00
$261.00
$0.00
$0.00
$200.00
$200.00
-$1,674.08
-$1,674.08
$14,305.92
$14,305.92
Jan-21
YTD 21 Expense

Committee Expenditures
CE Adult
$0.00
CE Children
$0.00
CE Youth
$0.00
Fellowship
$0.00
Missions
$2,250.00
Property
$6,050.30
Worship
$101.46
Personnel
$13,686.83
Stewardship
$0.00
Presbytery (Per Capita)
$583.33
Session
$0.00
Women/Men's Ministries
$0.00
JOY
$0.00
Membership & Community Engagement
$0.00
Other
$151.37
Total Operating Expenditures
$22,823.29
Net Inflow/Outflow
-$7,304.29
Designated Non-Budgetary Expense
Restricted Funds:
Deacons
$60.00
Capital Campaign Expense
$1,342.10
Youth Funds Raised
$0.00
Other
$1,266.00
Total Expenditures:
$25,491.39
Note: Restricted Funds are not included in YTD totals above
Account Balances as of Report Date
Operations Accounts:
Charles Schwab Investment Account:
Campaign Accounts:
Total Assets
Presbytery Loan Balance:

YTD 2020
Regular Mon$16,398.00 ies
$1,600.00
$1,750.00
$461.00
$0.00
$20,209.00
Special Mon$0.00 ies In
$215.00
$0.00
$725.00
$2,845.03
$23,994.03
YTD 20 Expense Annl. Budget % Bdg

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$2,250.00
$6,050.30
$101.46
$13,686.83
$0.00
$583.33
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$0.00
$17.92
$0.00
$0.00
$1,750.00
$11,896.91
$0.00
$18,770.51
$0.00
$705.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$100.00
$4,050.00
$1,250.00
$600.00
$32,560.00
$104,700.00
$4,890.00
$187,658.00
$100.00
$7,000.00
$100.00
$100.00
$0.00

0%
0%
0%
0%
7%
6%
2%
7%
0%
8%
0%
0%
0%

$0.00
$151.37
$22,823.29
-$7,304.29

$20.00
$25.25
$33,185.59
-$12,976.59

$2,423.00
1200%
$346,731.00

0%
13%
7%

$60.00
$1,342.10
$0.00
$1,266.00
$25,491.39

$66,433.46
$361,113.71
$29,961.34
$457,508.51
-$78,401.58

Special Monies Out
$0.00
$1,342.10
$0.00
$0.00 (Building, etc.)
$34,527.69

$122,009.89
$326,541.72
$30,562.94
$479,114.55
-$99,497.85
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March is here with the hopes of spring. I am looking forward
to warmer weather and hopefully more church friends in the building.
This Photo by

February was chilly and snowy with lots of music and blessings.
Saturdays are my new favorite day as that’s the day the worship service
is taped. Last week I overslept and was trying to run into the sanctuary
through the organ door without being noticed. Imagine my surprise,
when I saw there is a camera facing the organ foot peddles and Allen has
new organ shoes!

Children’s choir has been busy with singing
and dancing in the choir room. I watch from the windowsill as there is
lots of movement and excitement during the practices. The children are
sounding amazing. The adult choir has been able to zoom for rehearsals
and anthems for the service, even Glen is on Zoom! Zeke told me there
are pets with their owners during the taping. Yuko and Jessi had their
cats, Sandra had her dog, and Zeke was with Vicki. Perhaps I need a choir

member to zoom with?
The drive thru Ash Wednesday was a success with the three time slots
and people able to drive through for ashes and Pastor Drew told me
many people were blessed by the experience and offered to give me
some ashes too.
Fred and Duncan are here checking on the building and keeping everything in working order. I like to follow them around and learn new
things about our church.
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Karen told me there was a food drive on February 27 and many people
dropped off bags of food, diapers, and even pet food. So glad people care
about the four-legged animals.
Speaking of food, I hear there is a plan to update the church cookbook
with an insert of new recipes and categories. Vicki and Brenda are organizing this, and the money raised will be
donated to
the Scholarship fund.

This Photo by Unknown

Did you know there are masks available from the City of Quincy? Do you
think they made one small enough for me? Well, I’m off to Drew’s office
to see what’s being planned for Easter and if there are any crumbs?

Franklin

Love,
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC

Our communities are in need of assistance due to the
COVID-19 crisis:

First Presbyterian has a Deacons Fund, created and maintained
to bless our church family financially during trying times. At the
Deacons meeting, they discussed the potential burden that the
coronavirus will put on our families, including finances. If you
are able, please consider donating
money specifically to the Deacons
Fund. You can do so by going to the church website
(firstpresbyquincy.org) and clicking on the PayPal icon
in the right column. Then, select "Deacons Fund" in the
drop down.
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We are a Christian family of faith, empowered by the Holy
Spirit to glorify God, to proclaim His Word, and to grow
together in Christ.

Elders
2021 Dan Clarke
Audrey Cummings
Fred Malczuk
Martha McMahon (Clerk of Session)
2022 Paul Douglass
Linda Peterson
2023 Vicki Karns
Sue Parker
Carolyn Thompson

Committee Chairs
CE Adult
CE Youth
CE Children
Stewardship Com.

Deacons
2021 Chris Barnett
Douglas Dow
Yuko Dow
Maureen Ryan (Chair)
2022 Kathy McCarthy
Glo Murray
2023 Jim Cook
Melissa Pillone
Janan Thomas

Membership and
Community Engagement
Missions Committee
Nominating Committee
Personnel Committee
Property Committee
Worship Committee

Sue Parker
BrendaFernandez
Josh Archambault &
Michele Owens
Glo Murray &
Melissa Pillone
Janan Thomas
Don Murray
Linda Peterson
Dan Clarke
Duncan Parker
Fred Malczuk
Allen Thomas

BIRTHDAYS!
Early
April

Nathaniel Kuchambi
Hazel MacDonald
Sandra McDonald
Samuel Luong
Michelle Reilly
Tyler Sentas
Mary Ann Fernandez
Jesse SouthworthMahoney
Bob Pettingell

Glen Thompson
Marin MacDonald
Colleen Dillon
Roberta Smith
Donald Blatcher
Beth Cormack
Jerry Bober
James Cook
Shayna Sentas
7 Bethany LaManna
11 Frankie LaManna
1
5
5
5
5
5
7

11
12
13
14
17
19
20
21
22
30
31

Carolyn Thompson
Allen Thomas
AJ Ringius
Nikolaus Dow
Kaleb Owens
Alison MacDonald
Harvey Wallberg

1
2
3
4
4
5
5

Special Thanks to
our Sunday School
Teachers
Jessi Killilea,
Josh Archambault,
and
Ashley Ringius

