
“From now on we regard no one from a human point of view”

First Presbyterian Church Quincy

Isaiah 6:1-8  

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and 

the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six 

wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they 

flew. 3And one called to another and said: 

‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 

the whole earth is full of his glory.’  

4The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house 

filled with smoke. 5And I said: ‘Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live 

among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!’ 

6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the 

altar with a pair of tongs. 7The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: ‘Now that this has 

touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.’ 8Then I heard the voice of 

the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I; send me!’ 

2 Corinthians 5:14-20
14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; 

therefore all have died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for 

themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. 

16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though 

we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if 

anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has 

become new! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given 

us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, 

not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 
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20So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you 

on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 

Throughout the history of the Christian faith there have been various 

communities that sought to sequester themselves away from the world and from what 

they perceived as corrupting and corrosive influences that would lead them deep into 

error and sin. Some of the earliest churches sought to withdraw as completely as 

possible from the world around them. But at the very same time there were other 

churches that sought to engage the world with boldness and with grace. Now both 

camps shared an understanding that the advent of Jesus Christ and his birth, his 

ministry, his death, and his resurrection, were all accomplished that so human kind 

would be saved from being alienated from God though the ministry of reconciliation. 

Underling this was a widely held belief that human beings had fallen away from 

relationship with God. Alienation from God was a result of human sin. The first 

Christians understood this because of the witness that they found in holy scripture. 

Now in the first Christian communities scripture was the Jewish Torah, the first 

five books of our Bible today. The books of the prophets, the psalms and the collection 

of what we call Wisdom literature were also considered holy and the study of these 

texts was the perpetual work of the faithful. By the first century of the Common Era, the 

time of Jesus’ walk on earth and his revelation to humanity, there was a sense in 

Jerusalem and the province of Judea, that the scripture had promised a time when the 

Messiah would come to lead the righteous people of God in the establishment of a new 

kingdom on earth, a kingdom that reflected the heavenly realm. Some people believed 

that this new kingdom would herald the beginning of a new age. Others believed that 

this new kingdom would mark the end of creation. These two divergent views were 

both made up of women and men who studied scripture, who sought to follow God’s 
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commandments, and who cared deeply about the faith of the world. But they 

represented two very different methods of living the faith. In the years before Christ’s 

birth these groups existed. We know there were different communities of the faithful: 

we know them as Pharisees and Sadducees, as Zealots and Essenes. When John 

preached the baptism of repentance for the forgivingness of sins he did this by recalling 

the prophet Isaiah and the promise of the coming messiah. John’s message was to call 

people back to God in anticipation of Jesus Christ, regardless of what camp they 

belonged to.  Through Jesus’ ministry there was a great movement toward unity. But as 

we know from history: both the history of the faith, and our own personal histories, that 

unity has fractured throughout the centuries. 

This can be seen immediately upon Jesus ascension into heaven. The Apostles 

themselves began to debate the first great identity crisis of our faith: do the followers of 

Christ need to become Jews, like Christ himself was, or is the Gospel of Salvation 

independent of the Jewish faith? This question echoed for years as the apostles 

struggled with Christ’s own teachings that were first presented only to the heirs of 

Israel, but then directed out toward the Gentiles. This tension about who is “in” and 

who is “out” has been with us for a very long time, and if history is any indication, will 

probably be with us for a long time to come. In point of fact even Jesus himself seemed 

to contemplate this idea when he encountered the Syrophoenician woman in the gospel 

of Matthew. If you recall this woman, this woman who was a Canaanite and not a 

faithful Israelite, begged Jesus to heal her daughter. Jesus tells her first, that he has come 

only for the “lost sheep of the house of Israel.” He says in a very troubling passage “it is 

not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” Her reply is compelling as 

she counters that “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their 

master’s table.” In a very remarkable moment Jesus answers her and says “Woman, 

great is your faith, let it be done for you as you wish.” And we are told her daughter 

Rev. Donald P. Hammond !3



was instantly healed. It is of great importance to recognize this moment in Jesus’s 

ministry and to consider its implications for us today. 

Let us start with the most basic tenant of our collective faith: human beings, all 

human beings, fall short of the Glory of God and are infected with sin. It is sin that pulls 

us away from God and leads us into confusion, into error, and into suffering. None of us 

are free from sin. And further more, sin is so pervasive in our lives that none of us can 

turn away from sin without God’s grace. In my own life I can attest to this, from my 

own personal experience, and through my own observations of others. As much as I 

look for the best in other people, and strive for the best in myself, I must rely solely on 

God’s saving grace. Now that is a kind of difficult thing to say, particularly because I 

seek to walk though this life as a minister of the gospel. Let me say that if anyone here 

in church today has ever felt inadequate to the call of Christ, if anyone here has been 

judged by others according to the measure of their faith, if anyone has ever spent a long 

dark night of the soul desperate to feel God’s presence and in need of God’s grace, you 

are not alone.  I know that I certainly have. When it comes to recognizing our sinful 

natures, from my perspective I am first among equals. First because I am me, and I 

experience life as myself, and among equals, because I am not so proud to think that my 

sin is worse than anyone else’s, or that anyone else is free of the stain of it. Neither do I 

think I am more holy than anyone else. That is for God to judge, not me. 

Now over my time with you I will be happy to share my faith journey in great 

detail, but for now let me share just a couple of things. I was born in 1967. My parents 

were quintessential Hippies. My mother came from an upperclass Jewish family with a 

tony Scarsdale New York address, and my father was from a wealthy Irish Catholic 

family across town. But both my parents choose to follow the charge of Timothy Leary: 

they Turned-On, they Tuned-In, and they Dropped Out. Within a few years of being 

born, my mother and I moved to San Francisco and lived in a hippie commune in the 
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Haight-Ashbury. For those of you who want a little more clarification: my parents did 

most things you can imagine. I was raised by my mother and my step-father. Both of 

whom had left their families and their faith and sought to experience the world through 

unrestrained consumption. I was not raised as a Jew. I was not raised as a Christian. I 

was raised as a humanist, and a hedonist too boot. I sought God, but I looked in almost 

all of the wrong places. I had a very ethical set of principals that I lived by but you 

would never have mistaken me for a Christian. 

I found Christ when I was 36 years old. I was living in Tucson Arizona, working 

as Online Content Producer for the Arizona Daily Star newspaper. It was in that desert 

city that all my personal searching for God came to fruition. I had been attending a 

small home-cell church, a charismatic church where people spoke in tongues and laid-

hands on to heal the sick. It was on the outskirts of town that I literally went out into the 

desert, climbed a modest peak and had a personal experience of Jesus Christ, of being 

filled with the Holy Spirit and of turning towards God the Father. I came back to town 

that night born-again. Within a year’s time I was winging my way to Kenya to work as 

an evangelist and missionary. I was filled with the zeal of the Lord and a passion to 

share the Gospel of Salvation. But I was also very aware that I was a man, like any other 

and that the sinful nature was still within me, just as I understood it was within all of 

us. 

The words of Isaiah Six were my words. I understood that I was a man of 

“unclean lips” and that it was only through the ministration of the Spirit of God that I 

was even capable of living in faith. But despite my own feet of clay and my own 

awareness of my limitations I felt that God was calling me to serve the him, and to be 

sent for him. 

Now this experience is not unique to me. Not by a long shot. I was called to 

repentance and I relied solely on God’s power for my salvation. I was aware that there 
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was nothing I was capable of on my own that would change me, a sinner, into a person 

of God’s own house. It was God’s grace to me, God’s grace that is the free gift to all 

human beings, that carried me forward from that day to this. Over the next few years I 

studied scripture. I prayed. I worked in churches. I read theology and I worked as an 

evangelist, as a missionary, and as humble man seeking to be faithful to the one 

sovereign God who alone deserves faith. Like some of you, I was not a Presbyterian. I 

did not actually even know what a Presbyterian was. I returned to the San Francisco 

Bay Area to attend seminary. (I am skipping a lot of my story here). It was in Seminary: 

a “liberal” Presbyterian seminary where I learned to study the Bible with the tools of 

both faith and reason. I learned to ask not only “what happened” but also “why.”  I 

leaned about the history of the Christian faith and the place within that history of the 

Reformed Tradition. But I also studied with Jesuits, and with Congregationalists, with 

Episcopalians and with Lutherans. Wherever I went I found that people had a strong 

desire to label me and identify me with a label. To some I was an Evangelical. To some I 

was a Charismatic. To others I was a Progressive. And to others I was a Presbyterian. To 

this day I neither fully accept nor fully deny any of those labels. I am all of those things. 

And I am none of them. I knew that I had been baptized into Christ and that I was 

claimed by the Father and sustained by the Spirit. 

It was in seminary that I wrestled with who we are in Christ. Not just who I was, 

but we were all are. For you see, we are all adopted by God and all members of one 

body. No one person, no one tradition, has a claim to the be prefect expression of what it 

means to be a Christian. All of us are called to continue examination, to continual 

repentance. We are in error if we believe that we can know the ultimate disposition of 

another person’s faith by observing them. Often we can refer to the sentiment expressed 

in Paul’s letter to the Corinthians and say:

“16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though 

we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if 

Rev. Donald P. Hammond !6



anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has 

become new!”  

It can be tempting to read this as a way to defend ourselves in our own faith 

walk. This can be used as a kind of license to say “I am a new creature, you cannot 

judge me according to the old standard.” But in fact this statement has more power 

when it is taken to remind ourselves not to get caught in judging others. We constantly 

divide ourselves as this kind of Christian or that kind of Christian. It has a long history, 

this criticism and this judgement. I have found more profit in this statement from Paul,  

not as warrant for me to do and say what I wish, as I am a new creation in Christ, but 

rather as an injunction for me to withhold premature judgment of others. For anyone 

who is Christ, they are a new creation. While it is right and proper to be mindful of how 

people live their faith, and look for the fruits of the Spirit in their lives,  it is also right 

and proper to recall that we are called to reconciliation. Reconciliation with God and 

with with ourselves. Paul goes on write “18All this is from God, who reconciled us to 

himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in 

Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against 

them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.”

There is wisdom in seeking understanding and looking to see the quality and 

character of those who aspire to the faith. But there is a mandate from God to seek to be 

reconciled. The prophet Isaiah knew he was sinner, from a people who were also 

sinners. And yet with God’s provision he stepped out to be sent by God into the world. 

The church is called to do the same. In our work to be reconciled ourselves let us always 

remember to take the time to seek truth before we render judgement. Many whom we 

assume are saints fall far short. And many whom we assume are sinners live more 

righteously than we do. Let us be ever mindful to work out our own salvation with fear 

and with trembling, but to let God worry about who is saved and who is lost. Our work 

is faithfully worship God and seek to be reconciled to our fellows. Our churches, all of 
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our churches, are meant to be places that welcome the alien, the sinner, and the humble 

without fear and without judgement. So that all who come can receive grace and be 

liberated from sin and reconciled to God. It is to this end that this church was 

established. It was for this work that those who came before us ministered and 

worshiped here. It is to this end that we seek to remain faithful, through Christ our 

redeemer. 

AMEN
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