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Micah 6:1-8
Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills 

hear your voice. 2 Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, and you enduring 

foundations of the earth; for the Lord has a controversy with his people, and he will contend with 

Israel.  

3 ‘O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me!  4 For I 

brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent 

before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 5 O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab 

devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that 

you may know the saving acts of the Lord.’  

6 ‘With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I 

come before him with burnt-offerings, with calves a year old? 7 Will the Lord be pleased with 

thousands of rams, with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my 

transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?’ 8 He has told you, O mortal, what 

is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness,  and to 

walk humbly with your God?  

A Reading from Matthew 22:34-40

34 When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 
35and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36‘Teacher, which commandment 

in the law is the greatest?’ 37He said to him, ‘ “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” 38This is the greatest and first 

commandment. 39And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 40On these 

two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.’ 
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It is a humbling experience to take to the pulpit in any church that has had such a 

long history as First Presbyterian Church Quincy. Added to that is what it feels like to 

come after such a long and successful pastorate, as Rev. Stan Johnson’s has been, here in 

this place. Add to that what it feels like to be a witness to the ministry of  Jason Sentas 

even as he prepares to follow God’s call for him far to the south. Sprinkle on top of that 

what it is to come alongside Allen Thomas as he continues to guide and instruct 

through the gifts of his music and the crafting of the Liturgy. As I said: it is humbling. 

While it can be said that all ministry is really the practice of stewardship Interim 

Ministry in particular is defined by the notion that the Interim Teaching Elder, in this 

case I myself, is here for a very narrowly defined season. Often an Interim Minister 

comes to a community that is feeling a void: but that is not the case here.  Here there is a 

sense of fullness.  Rev. Johnson spent his time building up the the faithful here in this 

community, and Mr. Sentas continues to shepherd here, to tend to this flock. The Elders 

on Session continue the hard work of coordinating the mission of God through this 

church. The staff and the volunteers, the supply preachers and parish associates, all of 

them continue the tasks of day to  day ministry too. And the congregation, you come to 

give and to share as well. Humbling? Oh yes it is. For you see all of this could continue 

on whether I was here or not. 

Interim Time is infused with a constant restlessness that people feel, almost an 

impatience, as the question “When can we form the Pastor Nominating Committee?” 

floats in everyone’s consciousness. I am aware of all of these things today, as I stand 

here for the very first time. To call it “unease” would not be wrong. But fear not: though 

I am aware of this sense of unease, I am not overwhelmed by it. And I hope that you are 

not overwhelmed by it, or impatient with it either, for you see, there is always unease 

when when one seeks out God’s will: knowing that it will only be revealed to us in the 

fullness of time. 
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Today is not the beginning of a period of waiting for us. No. Today is the 

beginning of a time of specific reformation. The watch words of our tradition “Ecclesia 

reformata, semper reformanda” or “the church reformed, always being reformed” is not 

just a one-time occurrence, not related to the past when the Reformers sought to change 

the Western Church. Change is the watch word of life. Well, I suppose I should say 

rather, change should be a watchword for life. After all life itself, on a simple biological 

level is a constant state of change. Change, growth, expansion. And not just from a 

scientific perspective: change is also the norm from a theological perspective too. We are 

called to change from our nature, infected with sin, to a more perfected stated of being: 

being at one with the will of God. And our work towards this goal is only able to 

succeed by God’s grace and God's grace alone. 

For our time together I will be assuming the pastoral role. But the work and 

change of interim time is shared. Together we will engage in five general areas of work, 

above and beyond the regular work that we will do as a congregation. The five areas 

are: coming to terms with our history; discovering our new identity; managing changes; 

and shifts in lay leadership. And we will carefully reengage our connections with our 

larger faith community, including reexamining our connections with the presbytery and 

with our denomination. And, finally, we will commit to a new future with new pastoral 

leadership. I won’t take the time to explain all of this in exquisite detail, though I have 

been told that you are ready to sit through a half-hour sermon. Instead, for today I think 

it is essential to discuss the biblical foundation upon which I intend that our Interim 

Time will be based. 

We have come together for this time to continue with the Great Ends of the 

Church, which we recited earlier in the service. Our Reformed understanding teaches us 

that we are a church and we exists as a church for the proclamation of the gospel for the 

salvation of humankind; for the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children 
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of God; for the maintenance of divine worship; the preservation of the truth; for the 

promotion of social righteousness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the 

world. Our coming together is not solely for our own individual needs. Our coming 

together as a church is to work collectively for these great ends. Now you might ask 

“from what were these great ends derived?” The great ends of the church were spoken 

to the people of faith by prophets of old. There exists throughout both the Old and New 

Testaments a consistent call for the faithful to turn away from selfishness and from sin 

and turn towards God’s will for humanity. 

To that end the Triune God has given us the revelation of the Word. That 

revelation was given to us in many ways, including but certainly not limited to 

Scripture. Scripture of course is the collection of writings inspired by God the Spirit, and 

those writings have often been the words of the Prophets. From ancient times God has 

spoken to the prophets and given them revelation. The ancient prophets included (but 

were not limited too) Abraham, Sarah, Moses, David, Solomon, Elijah, Elisha, Deborah, 

Amos, Esther, and Micah. At different times and regarding different topics the Spirit 

moved within each of these (and other’s too) and refined for the people God’s promise 

for humanity and God’s desire of how we should order our lives. As individuals there is 

much to be gained from a holistic and informed study of scripture. But we must always 

remember that the lessons contained in our texts are not now, nor where they ever 

meant to be solely for our personal edification. From the moment that God noted that 

Adam should not remain alone and Eve was created, God has been concerned with how 

we live in community. 

God, the one God of Israel, is revealed in Community. The Creator, the Logos and 

the Spirit; the Triune God is understood as a community. From a very basic point of 

view, the first moment that an individual becomes aware of God, a new community is 

formed. The Creator and the Creature aware of one another. What a profound and 
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powerful moment. But most of our communities are first formed around on an entirely 

human level. Lovers relate to one another. Parents and children relate to one another. 

Families related to one another inside themselves and then very quickly relate to 

neighbors. This pattern repeats, stepping up each time: partners, families, 

neighborhoods, then communities, regions, and nations. Finally from a very high view 

point we see a whole world. All of us together on one globe, with a finite set resources 

in a definitive area of space. 

And here we have the problem: we are all in this together. One world: many 

countries. One country: many people. On all sides and in all things we are confronted 

with the need to organize our relationships. Now, from time to time, we segregate 

ourselves out. Sometimes we do it by language. Sometimes by culture. We also 

segregate ourselves according to gender, to race, to our class , and of course we 

segregate ourselves by our faith. And when we do this we seem to begin to contend 

with one other. We challenge each other over the right to use space, to use resources and 

to impose rules. It seems this was somehow part of God’s plan. Once we were together, 

one family, but brother rose up against brother and there was been, sadly, no end to the 

contention. Perhaps we are not doing ti right. Perhaps there is room for us to grow and 

to change. 

God has a given us a word about this through the prophets. Micah speaks to this 

in today’s reading. The reading opens with the prophet telling us that there is even 

contention between God and the people Israel. We could spend much time exegeting 

the text and searching out the contention, but let us today merely look at what is there 

on the surface. The people seem to be struggling with the place and the circumstances 

they find themselves in. They are calling out to God and, we can infer for the moment, 

they are seeking some understanding as to what God is asking of them. Focusing on the 

specifics of what they know, who they are, and what they are doing the prophet speaks 
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for all of us when he asks ‘what does God want of me? Have I given the right thing? 

Have I acted the right way.’  Micah gives us a test by which we can measure ourselves 

against what God desires: “He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the 

Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness,  and to walk humbly with 

your God?”

This is a distillation of the Law. Do you notice that righteousness is neither asked 

for, nor is it defined. Our work misses the mark when it focused solely on our personal 

sin or our personal salvation. God’s word to us, the people, is about how we function in 

the world. I should add something here, for often in times past communities of the 

faithful attempted, in error, to circumscribe the command for justice and for kindness to 

be required only in the community of the faithful. There have been many times when 

we have mistakenly thought there was one way to act among ourselves, and another 

way to act to outsiders or others. But in this passage, God speaks through the prophet to 

remind the people of Balak, who tried to curse the strangers in his midst and the 

accounting that he was taken too. These rules are not just for the righteous. In fact the 

righteous will only be called such if they apply the rules to all people. What does the 

Lord require: do justice, love kindness and remain humble in faith. 

‘But pastor, surely this is from the old testament and was meant for the Jews. We 

are the people of the New Testament.’ Well, prophecy did not end with the old 

testament. John the Baptist was a prophet, thought to be perhaps Elijah returned. John 

called for atonement. But of course he merely pointed to the one greater than himself. 

To Jesus, called Christ. Prophet, High Priest, King, Teacher and Healer. In fact our 

savior. The one who came so that all might have life, and have it abundantly. Jesus born 

of Mary, cared for by Joseph,raised in community,  a man but also the Word of God 

incarnate. Fully human and fully divine. Jesus takes the words of the prophets who are 

before him and he distills them down to their very essence.  ‘ “You shall love the Lord 

Rev. Donald P. Hammond !6



your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” 38This is 

the greatest and first commandment. 39And a second is like it: “You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.” 40On these two commandments hang all the law and the 

prophets.’ This is the prophetic word that Jesus himself calls us too. For the first time, 

not speaking to only one person as God did to Moses, or speaking to the prophet so that 

the prophet carries the message to the people: God in the person of Jesus Christ is 

speaking to all humanity. Surely this bears listening too. 

Today begins our work together for a season. An intentional time of rediscovery 

and reformation. With one foot firmly in the tradition of the Old Testament, and the 

other firmly in the tradition of the New Testament, we shall labor together during this 

Interim time to reflect on our history, to manage and minister in the present and to seek 

out the Triune God’s vision for our future. We come together to build on our past: on 

my past and yours, and the collective past of this church, and I dare say even upon this 

Presbytery and this Denomination, the collective wisdom of the whole community of 

the faithful, all the while giving our time and talents into the mission that God has put 

before us here. We will look at old things in new ways and look for new things with our 

old wisdom and our experience. We will engage in change, in life, together for a season. 

Let us be faithful enough to rely on the Holy Spirit to empower us. Let us be humble 

enough to seek out the Creator’s plan for us. Let us be strong enough to rely on Jesus’ 

grace and his mercy to teach us and to heal us. Today is the day that the Lord has made! 

Let us rejoice, and be glad in it. 

AMEN
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