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“Who is Justified?” 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church Quincy 

 

A Reading from 1 Kings 8:22–23, 41–43 

 22 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in the presence of all the assembly of Israel, 

and spread out his hands to heaven. 
23

He said, ‘O Lord, God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven 

above or on earth beneath, keeping covenant and steadfast love for your servants who walk before you 

with all their heart, 

41 ‘Likewise when a foreigner, who is not of your people Israel, comes from a distant land 

because of your name 
42
—for they shall hear of your great name, your mighty hand, and your 

outstretched arm—when a foreigner comes and prays towards this house, 
43

then hear in heaven your 

dwelling-place, and do according to all that the foreigner calls to you, so that all the peoples of the earth 

may know your name and fear you, as do your people Israel, and so that they may know that your name 

has been invoked on this house that I have built.  

 

A Reading from Luke 7:1–10 

1
After Jesus had finished all his sayings in the hearing of the people, he entered Capernaum. 

2
A 

centurion there had a slave whom he valued highly, and who was ill and close to death. 
3
When he heard 

about Jesus, he sent some Jewish elders to him, asking him to come and heal his slave. 
4
When they came 

to Jesus, they appealed to him earnestly, saying, ‘He is worthy of having you do this for him, 
5
for he loves 

our people, and it is he who built our synagogue for us.’ 
6
And Jesus went with them, but when he was not 

far from the house, the centurion sent friends to say to him, ‘Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not 

worthy to have you come under my roof; 
7
therefore I did not presume to come to you. But only speak the 

word, and let my servant be healed. 
8
For I also am a man set under authority, with soldiers under me; and 

I say to one, “Go”, and he goes, and to another, “Come”, and he comes, and to my slave, “Do this”, and 

the slave does it.’ 
9
When Jesus heard this he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd that followed 

him, he said, ‘I tell you, not even in Israel have I found such faith.’ 
10

When those who had been sent 

returned to the house, they found the slave in good health. 
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Right now, somewhere in the world a person of faith is deep in earnest prayer searching 

wishing themselves and asking God “Lord, I pray to you, make me acceptable in your sight.” It 

could be anyone. A young teenaged girl in Syria who prays this even in the midst of her 

country’s civil war. It could be a maize farmer in Tanzania or a tea picker in Kenya. It may be a 

drug addict in Salem or prostitute in Los Angeles. Or it could be a humble widow in Halifax, 

sitting a church right right now, praying in silence as she waits for her service to begin. 

As Christians we have, or we will, from time to time reflect deeply on our own lives 

while we contemplate Jesus Christ and the wondrous life he lead, and we will feel the weight our 

our own sin and our own struggles in this world. It is a natural response to our personal—as well 

as our corporate—recognition of the example set before us in the Gospels. How can one mediate 

upon the perfection of Jesus Christ and his perfect love without then reflecting on one’s 

imperfection and one’s struggle to love like Jesus? I would say that only saint could do so, but 

certainly they too must have had their struggles. We know that there is more to our faith than 

reading scripture and worshiping our our. We know that when we give ourselves to Christ we 

begin a life long endeavor to become disciples. Our goal is simple: to habituate ourselves to live 

according to the precepts of the Gospel. But in actually the process itself is one of the most 

difficult things we can ever do. Many times in our walk with Jesus we may falter. We may 

wander. Or, indeed we may actually stop and defiantly try to walk our own path. Such is what it 

means to be a human being, a creature beloved by God but also one who struggles and confuses 

liberty with rebellion and free choice with empowerment. Such is what it means to be us.  

To be faithful we must always be looking at ourselves and our conduct on this life. 

Beyond what we say and what we do we know, through the teachings of Jesus himself and Paul, 

Peter, and other disciples, we even know what we must reflect on what think and even what we 

feel. In all of these ways, and in the many, many more that come from both human ingenuity and 

human worry, We can from time to time be caught up too much in how we might go astray, or 

we might get too worried about some of our personal struggles and what we might see as our 

own failings. Now these kinds of feelings might manifest for some as guilt, as frustration, or 

sometimes as just a sort of poorly defined sense of uneasiness. It can happen to anyone. 



Ordinary 4, May 29th 2016 

Rev. Donald  P. Hammond   3 

Sometimes it comes because of crisis. Sometimes it causes crisis. But sometimes its just a sort of 

nagging doubt that surfaces from time to time.  

Now I understand this. I understand it because I often reflect on my character and my 

actions and try to divine, not whether or not I have things to work on, but what things I want to 

work on next. It’s a lifelong process. But I also encounter it from time to time in my calling as a 

pastor. It should come as no surprise that from time to time people seek me out to discern and 

reflect with them on a particular issue or problem that may be facing. Sometimes people come to 

me with something that has recently happened and is unexpected. Other times people come to me 

and share a care or concern they have had for many, many years. What is somewhat surprising to 

me is how often I find that in our collective worry about what it means to live our lives as 

disciples we often forget something which is very, very important. You see while it may take a 

lifetime to live a life like a saint, the moment when we are truly saved is both instantaneous and 

eternal. And possibly even more importantly. That moment when we are covered by the saving 

grace of Jesus Christ has already occurred. Perhaps I should explain.  

Jesus death and subsequent resurrection represents the single moment in all of history 

when Salvation became, once and for all time, a reality. In an action of cosmic importance that 

dreadful day on Calvary Hill almost two-thousand years ago was the culmination of the divine 

plan by which humankind came into atonement with God and was the curative action to 

humanity’s original fall from grace. Salvation is the promise to all of creation that YHWH made 

at the beginning of our creation. Salvation is that moment when Jesus the Christ brought us all 

out of sin. For people of today and of tomorrow. Salvation is not a hope for their future. It is 

actually a promise of the past. Some mistakenly believe that their salvation has yet to be won for 

them. Some believe, in error, that they must earn salvation. This creates great anxiety for many 

because they are aware of how short they fall from the glory of God and they assume that God 

will only bestow salvation upon them after they have somehow proven themselves to be worthy 

of it. Which sets up a great dilemma for they know they are not worthy. And when they compare 

themselves to Christ, many believe that they will never be worthy. And, in humility—because I 

am human too, and certainly can’t stand against Christ’s measure—let me say that in fact none of 

us are worthy of the gift of salvation that God gives us: not any of us who have lived and tried to 

survive in this world anyway.  
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And yet, I exhort you, do not despair! For sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus I want to 

remind you the proclamation of Gospel which is for the salvation of humankind! Just as we said 

early in worship today: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and are being made whole! You see 

many people have mistaken the reality of our Salvation, of our Justification, and worried that 

they have not yet been completely transformed into a new creation. They confuse the concept of 

Sanctification with that of Justification. You see in that moment on Calvary, they question of our 

individual or collective worthiness is completely rendered moot: Christ has balanced the scales 

for us. For you and for me long before we were even born. Salvation is a reality in this world 

now. What remains for us is not to earn it: not to work for it; not for us to plead with the Divine 

Sovereign to show mercy. No the work of our lives is to respond to God’s Saving Grace and to 

live lives in thanksgiving, in faith, and in righteousness: in recognition of our Salvation.  

Let’s take a look at this from examples in scripture. First of all, imagine with me for a 

moment that Salvation is a state of being. In a way, if you will indulge the analogy its is like a 

culture or a special kind of society. A kind of society that acknowledges first and foremost that 

God alone is worthy to be worshiped, that God alone is the Sovereign of all things, and that God 

has given commanded us to love according to his will. It’s not that hard is it? It’s exactly what 

God did do: as is explained throughout the text of the Hebrew Bible.  And we, well we are like a 

people outside of God’s kingdom. We are aliens. We are foreigners. We are sojourners who have 

heard of a wondrous land flowing with milk and honey and we want in! Imagine now, what if 

God didn’t let us in because we were not from that wondrous land. Fear not! For God allows us 

to enter. Recall the words of Solomon above as he says: 

“41 ‘Likewise when a foreigner, who is not of your people Israel, comes from a distant land 

because of your name 
42
—for they shall hear of your great name, your mighty hand, and your 

outstretched arm—when a foreigner comes and prays towards this house, 
43

then hear in heaven your 

dwelling-place, and do according to all that the foreigner calls to you, so that all the peoples of the earth 

may know your name and fear you, as do your people Israel, and so that they may know that your name 

has been invoked on this house that I have built.”  

You see, Solomon both implores God and pledges to all that if you drawn near the 

kingdom of God, listening for God’s work and praying towards God house, that God will dow 

according to your prayer! It matters not who you are, where you are from, or how terrible your 
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journey. You are welcome in God’s kingdom. We are all welcome in God’s kingdom. We are 

not saved and then brought into the kingdom, we are brought into the kingdom and saved 

because of it. Do you see the difference? Do you see how God’s grace is at work? 

Perhaps another example. Often I hear of people who look at other’s lives, or perhaps 

even their own and they see misfortune. They look at this misfortune and they suggest that it is 

because a person is not living in accordance to God’s will. Leave aside for the moment the sin of 

pride that would possess a person to judge another in God’s place. This seems to be happening a 

lot these days. There are many voices and many narratives about what it means to live right 

according to God’s law. Many loud opinions on what it means to a Christian. Many people will 

tell you exactly how you need to live to be counted as one of God’s faithful. There are rules, and 

codes of behavior, and ways of presenting oneself. It should be obvious who is in and who is out 

right? Who is saved and who isn’t. But lets look again at the Testament. And not only do those 

who count themselves as righteous seem eager to pass judgement, but we often judge ourselves 

as not being worthy. We know Jesus is worthy. We assume that other’s are worthy. But judge 

ourselves to harshly. But listen now what Luke tells us. A Roman centurion, one by all accounts 

should be beyond the pale of Christ’s grace. The Pharisees and the Sadducees, the high priests 

and scribes, all those who could list countless ways in which they were following the Law, all of 

them would say without hesitation that a Roman centurion, a pagan and out outsider: a sinner for 

sure, all of them would have denied such a man. But more than what anyone else might say, he 

himself called himself unworthy. So unworthy, in fact, that he would not even invite Jesus to his 

home. But listen to what happens. The centurion has come to ask that Jesus restore life and 

health to his slave. The centurion says: 

‘Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you come under my roof; 
7
therefore I 

did not presume to come to you. But only speak the word, and let my servant be healed. 
8
For I also am a 

man set under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to one, “Go”, and he goes, and to another, 

“Come”, and he comes, and to my slave, “Do this”, and the slave does it.’ 
9
When Jesus heard this he was 

amazed at him, and turning to the crowd that followed him, he said, ‘I tell you, not even in Israel have I 

found such faith.’ 
10

When those who had been sent returned to the house, they found the slave in good 

health. 
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Do you see it? Neither the centurion or his slave spent years trying to become worthy. 

They did not struggle for years with their own Sanctification. No. The centurion simply came to 

Christ. And Christ responded!  

Do you see it? Our salvation is secured to us in the promise of Jesus Christ. And we are 

all called to live in joyous response to God’s salvation. To walk in the world proclaimed the 

Good News that has set us free. To sojourn in this world as ambassadors from a heavenly 

kingdom. To do good works and bless our neighbors. To serve the poor, to heal the sick, and to 

comfort the afflicted. We need not sit in our own despair on account of our sin, but rather we are 

called to go out and be a blessing in response to our salvation. Sanctification is our work now. 

The living of our lives in a way that gives glory to our Creator, that gives honor to our Savior, 

and that gives thanksgiving to the Spirit that empowers our every action.  

Friends believe the good news of the Gospel. In Jesus Christ we are forgiven, and are 

being made whole. AMEN.  


