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Notes from the Pastor’s Desk… 
 

STAY HOME 
 

 If you had the ability to do anything 
Jesus might ask, what would you do? Would 
you  become a missionary and travel to a 
distant country? Would you learn a new 
language and study foreign customs and 
cultures in order to witness for Jesus? Perhaps 
you might learn a new profession which could 
be employed in the service of God’s people. 
Doing so might cost you. It might be that a 
lucrative career is sacrificed. What would you 
do? 
 
 But suppose Jesus tells you to “stay 
home”. Would you find that challenging 
enough? Would you be willing to take Him at 
His word? I only ask because sometimes that 
is exactly what Jesus asks us to do. 
 
 Take the story of the demoniac among 
the tombs in the country of Gerasenes. As 
Jesus calls the demons from him (and sends 
them into a herd of hogs), this man expresses 
great gratitude. His neighbors, however, are 
afraid of Jesus and His power and insist that 
Jesus leave the village. That’s when this man 
asks Jesus is he can join the band of disciples. 
Jesus tells him to stay home. 
 
 Sometimes the greatest spiritual 
challenge we face is the task of telling those 
we know best about what Jesus has done for 
us. Staying at home and witnessing to the 
power of God is hard work. Especially if you 
consider the fact that the folks at home really 
don’t want anything to do with Jesus. 
 
 Worship with us this Sunday to learn 
more about the man who lived among the 
tombs of Gerasenes and how Jesus made him 
the first “home missionary.” 
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STAFF 
 

Senior Pastor 

Marshall R. Old 

 

Associate Pastor 

 Benjamin D. Alexander 

 
Director of Christian 

Education and Programs 

Cynthia D. Powell 

 
Pastor Emeritus 

G. Robert McKenzie, Jr. 

 
Coordinator of 

Congregational Care 

Frankie M. Zumbro   

        

Director of Youth  

Ministries 

Derek K. Tang 

 
Organist/Choirmaster 

David C. Ratchford 

 

Associate Music Director 

Melissa A. Larkin 

 

Business Administrator 

Rexanne B. Miles 

 
Executive Secretary 

Becky L. Joyner 

 

Staff Secretary 

Cheryl T. Whitlow 

 
Financial Secretary 

Patricia F. Oakley 

 
Building Superintendent 

Jackie N. Long 

 

Custodian 

Joe L. Peloquin 

Walter E. Glover 

 

Preschool Director 

Barbara K. Long 

 

Afterschool Director 

Catherine H. Mills 
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What is True Spirituality? 
How Do You Measure a Disciple? 

 

Beginning Wednesday, July 7, 11:30-12:30,     
in the John Wesley Room, a Bible study of 
Romans 12 will begin. 
 

If you are interested in attending, please 
c o n t a c t  B e t t y  H u n e y c u t t 
(missbetty11@gmail.com) or Frankie Zumbro 
(fzumbro@gmail.com). 

Do You Remember? 

Fred Falls was Front Street UMC’s 

Director of Christian Education from 

1967 - 1974.  Do you remember Fred and 

his wife, Derice? If so, you might want to 

help their children in celebrating their 

50th Anniversary on June 26th.  Their 

children, Theresa McIntosh and Chris 

Falls, are making a scrapbook of 

memories for their parents on this special 

occasion and are inviting you to share 

some favorite memories of Fred and 

Derice from their time here at Front 

Street.  If you would like to send a 

memory to them, drop it in the mail to:    

    Theresa McIntosh 

    3100 Whitson Road 

    Gastonia, NC  28054 

A Note from Loaves & Fishes 
      

You are so important to this ministry! 
As all are struggling, the demand rises 
here for assistance. Without your 
wonderful help we would not exist.  
     Thank you so much for your kind 
and loving gift from the heart. I thank 
God for you every night! 
     Thank you again! 
Love, 
Brenda 
Loaves & Fishes                                



FINANCIAL REPORT ENDING MAY 31, 2010 

 Month to Date Year to Date 

Beginning Balance ($ 117,763.87) ($   58,487.05) 

Receipts  $ 147,533.39 $ 473,301.08 

Disbursements ($ 155,501.26) ($ 540,545.77) 

Month End Balance ($ 125,731.74) ($ 125,731.74) 

SHARE A SPECIAL GIFT WITH A CHILD 
 

Summer is fast approaching and we would like to offer Children’s 
Church during the 11:00 worship service for our 4 year olds, 
kindergarten and first grade children.  BUT WE NEED YOUR 
HELP!  Materials will be provided each week or, if you have a 
special story, game, or craft you would like to share, we would love 
to have you do so. We are planning to meet downstairs in the 
Preschool rooms to give us more space.  If you can volunteer for 
one of these Sundays, please contact Cynthia at 
cdpowell@bellsouth.net. The only requirement is that you have a 
love for children! 

Help us feed our hungry crew! 
 

VBS is coming soon! We need your help to supply the hungry 
crew with snacks. If you would like to donate any of the 
following food items, please leave them in the container in the 
Welcome Center before Monday, July 12. Look for the “High 
Seas Donations” container.  
 

                Square pretzels  Skittles    
                Ranch Dressing                  Pretzel sticks   
                Mini marshmallows             Chocolate syrup 
                Tortilla chips  Cheerios     
     Goldfish                              Hand Sanitizer 
 

Thank you for your help in making this High Seas Adventure 
a success for our children! 

CALLING  ALL  VASES 
 

     The newly formed  D & D (Divide and Deliver) Flower 

Committee is asking for small (rosebud size) and medium vases to 

use for flower distribution when the altar flowers are available. The 

flowers will be delivered to our members who are homebound and 

in nursing facilities. Please bring your extra vases and place them in 

the box in front of Frankie Zumbro’s office or call Marty Clark  

(446-0131) if you want them picked up. 
  
     If you are interested in joining our team of volunteers to help to 

divide and/or deliver flowers, please contact Marty Clark. 

ADULT MISSION TRIP MEETING 
 

The Adult Mission Trip team will meet Monday, June 21st , 
at 7 p.m., in the John Wesley Room.  If you want to be part of 
the team’s mission trip but can not attend the meeting, 
contact David Hoxie at 228-8277. 

BUCKNER MISSION MAN TRIATHLON - JULY 24TH 

 

The Triathlon is getting close!! In a little over 5 weeks we will meet 

at Lake Cammack for this annual event!  If you are interested in 

forming a relay team, or participating, we could use you!  Please 

join us!  Learn more at  

http://missionman.web.officelive.com/Registration.aspx  

WHEEL CHAIR RAMP LEARNING DAY 
 

Have you ever wondered about participating in 

our Wheel Chair Ramp Ministry but were 

worried you wouldn't know what to do?  

Worry no more!  Our team is hosting a 

"Learning Day" on the morning of 

Saturday, July 10th at a real ramp site.  All 

are welcome to come and learn how to 

contribute. Transportation will be provided 

with an RSVP.   
 

Our ramps are renowned through the county, 

and as a result we are getting more and more calls.  Even if you 

were only able to help once every few months, the additional help 

would go far in helping our disabled and lonely neighbors be able to 

see the world.    
 

For more information, please contact  

Lloyd Manning at lmanning3@triad.rr.com or  

Ben Alexander at balexander@frontstreetumc.org or 227-6263.  

CONGRATULATIONS, BEN! 
 

Congratulations to Associate Pastor Ben Alexander who was 
ordained elder by Bishop Al Gwinn at the close of the North 
Carolina Annual Conference Saturday, June 12. Ben was among a 
group of 21 persons ordained elders and elected to full membership 
in the annual conference. When Ben became our associate pastor 
in 2008, he was a provisional elder. Provisional elders are persons 
who have been awarded a Master’s degree in theological studies 
and are appointed to ministry in a specific church.   With this 
ordination, Ben is recognized as a full pastor within our annual 
conference.  
 

At the close of Annual Conference, Bishop Gwinn announced the 
appointments for all pastors. We are happy to note that Ben was 
reappointed as Associate Pastor and that Marshall returns as our 
Senior Pastor.  

ASP TRIP IN TWO WEEKS 
 

The ASP team will be leaving on Sunday, June 27th, and will be gone 
through July 3rd. This year, our team will be serving in Boone County, West 
Virginia. A list of all team members as well as the center mailing address 
will be sent out in next weekôs Front Street Weekly e-mail.  Copies of the 
list will also be available in the Church Office. 

VBS WILL BE HERE BEFORE YOU KNOW IT!   
 

July 26th-29th, 9am ð noon, we will be going on a high seas adventure 
exploring Godôs mighty love!  Have you registered your child(ren)?? 
 

Our 3 & 4 year old class is now full, but we still have lots of room for the 
kindergarten through fifth grade children.  Please register now so we will be 
sure to have enough crafts and lesson materials for all the children.  
Register by picking up forms (one per child) at the church, or you may go 
on line to the church website and follow the links to the online form.  Go to 
www.frontstreetumc.org . 
 

VBS CDsé We have free VBS CDs for all families who have registered 
their child(ren). The CDs include the songs that will be used in VBS this 
year.  Your child can have a head start on learning the songs!  Drop by the 
church office for your free CD today!  One per family please. 

mailto:cdpowell@bellsouth.net

